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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Third Sunday of Christmastide 

January 10, 2021 
 

Prelude   Isaiah Williams 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
*Call to Worship 
Leader: Spirit of the living God, thou light and fire divine 
Congregation: Descend upon thy church once more 
Leader: And make it truly thine 
Congregation: Fill us with love, and joy, and power 
Leader: With righteousness and peace 
Congregation: Til Christ shall dwell in all our hearts 
Leader: And sin and sorrow cease 
 
*Opening Hymn 
“Surely The Presence of the Lord” (3x) No.328 
  
*Invocation (in unison) 
O Great Spirit, whose breath gives life to the world, whose 
voice is heard is the soft breeze, we need your strength 
and wisdom, in these days of unrest. Cause us to come 
together with open hearts, open minds, and open hands, 
so that we might renew our passion for peace, for insight, 
and an intent of acting on your Spirit’s calling, Amen. 
 
This Morning’s Scriptural Texts 
 
Psalm 29 (responsively) 
L: Ascribe to the Lord, glory and strength 
C: Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name 
L: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters  
C: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty 
L: The Lord breaks to cedars of Lebanon 
C: The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness 
L: The voice of the Lord makes the oaks to whirl 
C: May the Lord give strength to the people 
L: May the Lord bless people with peace  



Acts 19:1-7 
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through 
the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some 
disciples and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spir-
it when you believed?” 
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there 
is a Holy Spirit.” 
So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” 
“John’s baptism,” they replied 
Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. 
He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, 
that is, in Jesus.” 
On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on them, the 
Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied. There were about twelve men in all. 
 
Mark 1: 9-11 
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan.  Just as Jesus was 
coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  And a 
voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Leader: The word of God for the people of God 
Congregation: Thanks be to God  
 
A Hymn 
“O Spirit of the Living God” No. 539 
 
The Sermon 
“The Spirit Descends Like A Dove” Dr Richard 
 
The Morning Prayers 
Prayer Requests 
Silent Meditation  
Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 



Call To Offering  
 
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessing flow 
Praise him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost Amen 
 
Dedication of Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
*Closing Hymn 
“The Voice of God is Calling” (vs 1,4) No. 436  
 
*The Blessing 
May the Holy Spirit raise you up above everything; 
Spread grace out around you like the water of a lake; 
like abundance that never ends; like a mountain, like a 
camel, like a cloud, that brings rain to the dry earth. For 
God promised it would be so, for you. Amen 
  
 *Choral Benediction “God Be With You Till We Meet 
Again” 
  God be with you til we meet again 
  By his counsels guide uphold you 
  With his sheep securely fold you 
  God be with you til we meet again 

*Please stand if you are able 
 
 

  



  
Welcome 
In these challenging times when we want so much to greet 
each other up close, when we wish we could be together 
for refreshment and fellowship after worship, we ARE 
thankful to be connected, however strange it still seems. 
We are so glad you have connected with us this hour! 
 
Bible Study This Wednesday 
The Gospel of Luke (Who is often referred to as Dr. Luke) 
is back to Wednesday nights from 7-8 pm via Zoom using 
the same options we send you for this worship service. If 
you are connected with us this morning, and have not re-
ceived the notes for the discussion, please email Dr. Rich-
ard and he will send you the study notes for this session. 
 
You A Visitor? 
We would like to send you a personal note of welcome. 
Please let us hear from you.  
church@nantucketunitedmethodist.com 
 
The Jan/Feb Issue of Upper Room… 
Is available on the table in the foyer. Please feel free to 
take a copy of this ecumenical and inspiring devotional 
when you are by the church office.  
 
Your Financial Support is Important 
Thank you to those of you who support this church. By do-
ing so, you help us provide ministry not only for Nantucket, 
but for the world-wide outreach of the United Methodist 
Church. If you have wish to contribute using your iPhone 
you can download the app for Tithe.ly (please note how it 
is spelled, so that you download the correct app). You can 
also send your contribution to the church Box 264 02554 



From My Heart To Yours…  
 
Dear Friends, 
One of the remarkable times of ministry, was when I 
hired an Associate minister while serving a church in Io-
wa Remarkable because he was the son of one of my 
father’s dearest clergy friends. Lorenzo Todd. Richard 
Todd, my associate, had a wonderful sense of humor, 
so the Sunday he was scheduled to baptize his first in-
fant, I put a small live goldfish in the baptismal font.  
You can just imagine his shock! But, both he and the 
family of the infant got a big kick out of it.  
 
There is a tremendous feeling of joy when we baptize 
children or adults – the parents promise to raise their 
children in the ways of Christ, while adults express their 
acceptance of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  
 
The symbolism of water sprinkled on the baby’s (or 
adults) head, whatever the setting, is a sacred moment 
in a person’s or family’s life. Even when sprinkled with 
humor.  
 
The goldfish in the font broke the nervousness of my As-
sociate and made his first baptism an event he would 
never forget. (Nor will the congregation!) Everyone 
laughed.  And when you are full of joy at a moment like 
that, what better way to show that joy than to laugh? It’s 
been done before in scripture. 
 
This morning the liturgical calendar calls this The Bap-
tism of 0ur Lord Sunday, and 3rd Sunday of Christmas-
tide and/or the First Sunday of Epiphany. 
Whatever we choose to call it, it is a Sunday to remem-
ber that Jesus’ baptism was a confirmation of his identi-
ty. Truly he was, and still is, God’s beloved, and the 
promised Messiah.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Tom 



Directory 
 
Accompanist Mollie Glazer 
 
Lay Leader Sylvester Baptiste 
 
Chair, Admin. Board Zona Butler 
 
Chair, Altar Guild and Emeritus Chair, Trustees, Nelson 
Eldridge 
 
Chair, Trustees Toby Brown 
 
Chair, Mission and Outreach Kathryn Batchelder 
 
Chair, Staff Parish Relations Zannie Johnson 
 
Chair, Stewardship and Finance Marianne Stanton 
 
Chair, Communication Ray Brusca 
 
Pastor, Dr. Thomas M. Richard Cell 414-807-9127 
 
Church Contact Information 
United Methodist Church 2 Centre Street, Box 264 Nan-
tucket, 02554 
Phone  508-228-1882  Nantucket email 
church@nantucketunitedmethodist.com  
 
Bishop – New England Conference Bishop Dr. Sudar-
shana Devadhar 
 
Seacoast District Superintendent Rev. Dr. David V. Cal-
houn, 310 Hartford Tpke., Suite One, Vernon, CT 06066 
(860) 871-
7149  SCDS@neumc.org / SCDistrict@neumc.org 



 
NUMC Zoom Information—Used For All NUMC Zoom 
Events 

 
Option 1 – From your computer, tablet or smart phone, 
go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82150456279 
 
Option 2 –Join Zoom for audio only by dialing an access 
number listed below and then entering the Meeting ID 
which is 821 5045 6279: 

Telephone Access Numbers: 646-558-8656, 301-715-
8592, 312-262-6799, 669-900-9128, 253-215-8782 


