Newsletter September 2022 - Issue 10.0

President’s Message
Diary Dates
Welcome to the September edition of Zoom In.

Please RSVP all outings
SMS—Dan 0418 255 051
Email—president.mbpc@gmail.com
Full details are in the program on page 4

September
Thursday September 8
Outing – Sydney Design Week Cancelled
See President’s report for further information
Tuesday 13 September
Meeting - POP Session 4
Tuesday September 27
Meeting - Macro and image discussion

Finally, a sunny day!!! Last month, several of our members enjoyed a
very interesting outing to Cockatoo Island in Sydney Harbour
followed by lunch at one of the local cafes in Circular Quay. If you
went to that outing, please remember to bring along a few images to
our next evaluation meeting on 27 September.
As you know, finding presenters for our meetings has been
challenging throughout the year. However, we were lucky to have
Peter Sherlock from MacArthur Photographic Society come along at
the end of last month. He provided us with an amazing talk on
photography in Borneo. Thanks Peter and we hope to have you back
again at some time in the future.

November

This month, we hope to attend one of the events associated with
Sydney Design Week. However, our program lists this outing on 8
September, but the Sydney Design Week event organisers changed
the dates to 15-22 September. This event will be held at various
locations around inner Sydney including the Powerhouse Museum in
Ultimo. Rather than set a specific date for an official club outing, I
suggest
you
peruse
the
event
timetable
(https://sydneydesign.maas.museum/) and make your own way to
the event that interests you. I look forward to seeing the images that
you've taken at our next evaluation evening on September 27.

Tuesday 8 November
Annual General Meeting and image discussion
Saturday 12 November
Outing - Wings Over the Illawarra
Tuesday 29 November
Project of Passion Exhibition
Date TBA
Outing - Matsuri Japan Festival

A new schedule of meetings for this year’s POP was recently emailed
to our POP participants. The schedule is again detailed in the AugDec Program attached to this newsletter. All members are welcome
to come along to these meeting even if you don’t intend to
participate in our end of year POP Exhibition. Listening to the
suggestions and comments from our mentor, Barbara Seager, is a
great way to pick up tips to improve your photographic technique.

December

Stay well everybody and I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Tuesday 6 December
Christmas Dinner

Dan Binger
President

October
Saturday October 22
Outing - Sculptures By The Sea
Tuesday 25 October
Meeting - Light Painting and image discussion

As a reminder, please regularly check our
Facebook and website pages for any
updates to our program for the remainder
of this year:
https://sgmbpc2017.com/
https://www.facebook.com/STGMBPC
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Photography Tips and Tricks
Can A Smartphone Take a Better Picture Than A Proper Camera
When the ideal photo opportunity arises, how many of us are caught without a proper camera and left with
no other choice but to start snapping with our mobile phones. Given the photo quality of many brands of
recently introduced mobile phones, it’s no wonder we rely so heavily on these devices. With the price of
some mobile phones matching or exceeding the prices of modern proper cameras, one has to wonder, from
a photographer’s perspective, what the main differences are between these marvellous devices. While there
are some obvious advantages and disadvantages of both, just remember it’s best to have a camera of some
sort in your hand rather than no camera at all.
There’s no argument that smartphone cameras are brilliantly convenient, and their improvement over the
past decade has been nothing short of astounding. They’ve effectively killed off the cheap pocket point-andshoot camera already, but there’s still so much they can’t do in comparison to a true purpose-built mirrorless
or DSLR camera. Low light image quality, convincing bokeh effects (the soft, visually appealing out-of-focus
areas in the fore- and background of a photo) and extreme close-up macro photography are all
still significantly better on a real camera, usually as a result of its large sensor size and the availability of
different lenses. Admittedly, there are now a number of phones with moderate optical zoom capabilities,
with the rest of the range essentially simulated through digital processing and cropping. Once you move
beyond the optical zoom level, you’ll start to see the image quality degrade and details become softer as the
processing becomes less effective at enhancing the data it’s getting from the sensor.
Bokeh can also be simulated on a smartphone thanks to depth sensors, while AI-assisted low-light processing
can wring detail out of murky scenes – but to all but the most untrained eye the signs of digital wizardry are
obvious. Things don’t look quite right. A DSLR or mirrorless camera isn’t obliged to resort to such tricks.
Many smartphones can now shoot 4K Ultra HD video clips. But compare that 4K footage to 4K footage shot
on a proper camera and the difference is night and day. The phone video looks fantastic considering it’s shot
on a phone, but the dynamic range, detail, colour and bokeh on the real camera footage are streets ahead.
None of this is to say that smartphone cameras are bad. Given the size limitations manufacturers are working
with, they’re little short of astonishing. For general snaps, quick street photography shots and the like, a
smartphone makes a lot of sense. For wildlife or sports photography, professional-grade portraits and more
challenging scenarios, you’ll still need a ‘proper’ camera.
So at the end of the day, don’t believe the hype: a smartphone still can’t completely replace your traditional
mirrorless or DSLR camera.

September 2022
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Exhibitions
Wildlife Photographer of the Year, Maritime Museum.
8 April 2022 – 5 March 2023
For more information:
Wildlife Photographer of the Year - Australian National Maritime
Museum (sea.museum)

Sydney Snapshots 1900s-1940s, Museum of Sydney
30 June 2022 – 5 March 2023
The Government Printing Office Photographic Branch
documented much of the NSW Government’s activities using the
format of dry glass-plate negatives.
For more information:
https://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/exhibitions/sydneysnapshots

Developing Sydney: capturing change 1900-1920
Customs House Library
25 January 2022 to 2 October
This exhibition showcases photographs commissioned by Sydney
Municipal Council from 1900 to 1920.
The City Building Surveyor’s Department used photography to
document the city’s profound transformation in the first 2
decades of the 20th century. These photographs inadvertently
capture the largely working-class neighbourhoods and people
being displaced by commercial and government redevelopment.
For more information:
https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/developingsydney-capturing-change-1900-1920
““Life

is like a camera. Just focus on what’s important
and capture the good times, develop from the
negatives, and if things don’t work out, just take
another shot.”
– Anon

New Members are
Always Welcome
If you know someone you think might be
interested in joining our club, bring them
along.

2023 Committee
Our current committee will stand down at the
AGM on 8th November. We are inviting
enthusiastic members to nominate for a
position on the 2023 committee. Committee
meetings are held every 2-3 months and
organize outings and the annual program
among other things.
This is a great
opportunity to guide our club into 2023 with
your networks and new ideas.
Speak to one of the current committee
members if you would like to know more at
our meeting on 27 September.

2022 Committee
President

Dan Binger

Vice President

Jan Warton

Treasurer

Jan Newton

Secretary

Julie West

Technical Co-ordinator

Gerry Tye

Photographic Opportunities

Webmaster

Transport Heritage Expo

Publicity Officers

1—3 October 2022
Steam Train Rides – with either Legend of Steam
Locomotive 3801 or Australia's largest operating steam
locomotive, Beyer-Garratt 6029.
Vintage Electric Train Rides – to Lavender Bay via the Sydney
Harbour Bridge and return.
Railmotor Rides – exploring Sydney's freight lines.
Steam Boat Rides – with 1902 Steam Tug Waratah from the
Sydney Heritage Fleet.
Afternoon Steam Yacht Cruises – with SY Ena from the
Australian National Maritime Museum.
Central Station Clock Tower Tours – a rare opportunity to
see inside this Sydney icon.
For more information:
https://www.transportheritageexpo.com/

September 2022

Dan Binger
Jan Warton/Julie West

Contact
Meetings are held at:
St. George Motor Boat Club
2 Wellington Street, Sans Souci
Facebook:
Website:
President:

www.facebook.com/STGMBPC
https://sgmbpc2017.com/
Dan Binger 0418 255 051
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Program September - December 2022
Dates

Program

Start

Finish

Thursday September 8
Cancelled

Outing - Sydney Design Week
Where: Powerhouse Museum, 500 Harris St Ultimo
When: 15-22 September
This event will be held at various locations around inner Sydney including the Powerhouse
Museum in Ultimo. Rather than set a specific date for an official club outing, I suggest you peruse
the event timetable and make your own way to the event that interests you.
https://sydneydesign.maas.museum/

Tuesday 13 September

Meeting - POP Session 4

7.30pm

9.30pm

Tuesday September 27

Meeting - Macro photography plus image discussion by members.
Bring along images from Aug/Sept outings or images of your choice.
NOTE: 6 maximum

7.30pm

9.30pm

Tuesday October 18

Meeting – POP Session 5

7.30pm

9.30pm

Saturday October 22

Outing - Sculptures By The Sea
Meet: Tamarama Beach Kiosk
Bring your walking shoes as we'll be walking to Bondi and back.
RSVP: Dan, Mob: 0418 255 051 or president.mbpc@gmail.com

9.00am

11.30am

Tuesday 25 October

Meeting - Light Painting plus image discussion by members. Bring
along images from Oct outing or images of your choice.
NOTE: 6 maximum

7.30pm

9.30pm

Tuesday 8 November

Annual General Meeting plus image discussion by members. Bring
along images of your choice. NOTE: 6 maximum

7.30pm

9.30pm

Saturday 12 November

Outing - Wings Over the Illawarra
Meet: Main Entrance
Location: Shellharbour Airport (formerly Illawarra Regional Airport)
is located adjacent to the Princes Highway at Albion Park Rail in
NSW, approximately 20kms south of Wollongong City Centre
Tickets: Purchase online, $60 per adult
https://wingsoverillawarra.com.au/visitor-info/location/ RSVP: Dan,
Mob: 0418 255 051 or president.mbpc@gmail.com

10am

4pm

Tuesday 22 November

Meeting – POP Session 6 – Exhibition Rehearsal

7.30pm

9.30pm

Tuesday 29 November

PROJECT OF PASSION EXHIBITION

7.30pm

9.30pm

TBA

TBA

7.30pm

10pm

TBA

Tuesday 6 December

Outing - Matsuri Japan Festival
Where: Tumbalong Park, Darling Harbour, Sydney, Time: TBA
Admission: Free
https://matsurisydney.com/event-info/
RSVP: Dan, Mob: 0418 255 051 or president.mbpc@gmail.com
Christmas Dinner - St George Motor Boat Club

September 2022
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Member Profile – Christina Brunton
Many moons ago (about 15 years ago) I learnt how to paint and later I started photography as a way
to capture images as a reference for my oil paintings, but work commitments made it hard to find the
time to paint. The idea was to take photos of beautiful scenes I saw whilst travelling and later paint them
once I retired and had time.
The first person who contributed to my artistic style was a friend and artist, Jan Slater who taught me
how to paint with oils. After spending a weekend with her, she told me to practice by taking an image
from the newspaper every day and paint it. At the time I was travelling a lot for work, training staff at
Corrective Services and going to a different jail / probation and parole office / or court house on different
days. When I finished training for the day, I would buy something for dinner, have dinner in my motel
room and paint into the evening. I would wash out my brushes with turps, but it smelt badly in a tiny
motel room, I very quickly learnt to clean up the brushes outside the room. This certainly gave me a
good start in art. When I got into photography (initially to take reference photos for my paintings), I never
went back to my oil painting, as photography had taken over.

It wasn't until I discovered recently how photographs could be made into fine art that I was
able to combine my passions of painting and photography. It has been a wonderful journey
learning new skills and I never want to stop learning. To this day, Ilona and I catch up every
week for a tutorial day to improve our skills and knowledge.
I am a photographer and a digital artist. My art starts with a photo I have taken and then I
enhance it digitally into fine art. Creating art for me is a meditation where I am so focussed on
the artistry that time stands still. Creating art is a way of life that sings to me and I hope it
touches the viewer’s emotional strings, their heart and soul.
I have regularly produced international award winning art and have been published regularly
in various international magazines.
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Member’s Outing
Cockatoo Island A good day had by all

George Motor Boat Club
Why not come early on Tuesday night, our club has some good incentives. Happy Hour 5—6 pm

September 2022
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