
Please Note:  This application must be completed in its entirety before it can be processed to determine sponsor eligibility. 

Eligibility for a Loan.



Only a sponsor that directly qualifies as a financially disadvantaged small community is eligible for a planning and/or design 
loan with principal forgiveness. 

PF% = 1760/9 – 160 x (MHI/SMHI) – 7/4500 x P.  

4.
20% principal forgiveness if MHI < SMHI and P > 10,000 or 0% if MHI > SMHI, unless sponsor is specifically exempted. 
A maximum of 50% principal forgiveness if the sponsor is connecting a disadvantaged community or has a separate water 
system as defined below. 

Eligibility for a loan with principal forgiveness.



BPS = [CPS1 x CCC1 + … + CPSn x CCCn]/Total Construction Cost 

Select each component and component score in Table 1 below that applies to the project, fill in the estimated construction cost, and 
calculate the base priority score. 

Table 1 

(Check all items that apply) 



Note:

Affordability Score = (MHI Score + Population Score) 
MHI Score = 100 x (1.00 – MHI/SMHI) 

Population Score = 50.0 - (P/200) 

Project Activity Cost 



Loan amount requested by the sponsor in this RFI (assume no principal forgiveness). 

Project Activity (M/D/YY)

(Check all items that are attached to this RFI)

(this is a required attachment)
(this is a required attachment)

Email the completed RFI form with attachments to  or mail to the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, State Revolving Fund Program, .



PROJECT INFORMATION 

 

Project Description and Need 

Okeechobee Utility Authority (OUA) plans to install an Advance Metering Information (AMI) 
System on potable water meters throughout OUA’s water system. The AMI system will include 
approximately 9,330 5/8” x3/4” through 1” water meters to serve OUA customers within OUA’s 
service area.  The project will also include the items listed below. 

The AMI system will include: 

• Water Meters. 
• Radio transponders with two-way communication (MIU). 
• A fixed base data collection system to collect reading and other information from the 

meter modules and transmit to a central location. 
• Server, local or remote, to receive and host, and software to interface with OUA’s 

customer billing system. 
• Equipment, training and implementation to migrate from the current system to the fixed 

base system. 
• Software – One (1) complete system including installation, data conversion, and 

training. 
• First Year Software Maintenance & Support. 

OUA will support the installation of the interconnects within its existing water rate schedule.  The 
project cost for the proposed facilities is estimated at $2,318,844 and is requesting a $2,218,844 
loan from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection State Revolving Fund Program to 
fund the project. 

An AMI system will allow for remote collection of customer consumption data, improving data 
collection at inaccessible or hazardous locations, improved data manipulation for early detection 
of leaks and meter tampering and/or meter misreads. Remote meter reading provides reduction in 
OUA’s cost per meter read by reducing the labor and vehicle costs required to manually read 
meters and disconnect and reconnect of service, reduction in leak write-offs or credits issued to 
customers due to advanced notification of leaks or excessive usage, and enhanced maintenance 
operations with integration of meter alerts. 

Customer support is also enhanced with online access to detailed and up to date water usage and 
bill calculations providing the ability to identify leaks or excessive usage, ability to set usage or 
spending goals and track budget, email or text notifications, ability to set out of town alerts and 
receive email notification of unauthorized usage or damaged fixtures within the home, and an 
online message center providing information about all meter alerts and messages. Utilities 
typically realize cost savings from reduced billing complaints and cost of dispute resolution. The 
system should eliminate field verifications for customer complaints, missed meter reads, and final 
meter reads associated with start and stop of services. 
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