
VA-ACS 2023 COT / COC Physician-in-Training Paper Competition November 2, 2023

3:00 PM

WELCOME

Stefan Leichtle, MD | VA-ACS President 

Michel Aboutanos, MD | COT Chair

David Luyimbazi, MD | COC Chair 

Presentation Time: Title: Presenting Author Name: Institution: Category

3:05 PM
Residence in Racially Segregated Neighborhoods is Linked 

to Diminished Survival in Pancreatic Cancer Patients
Vignesh Vudatha, MD VCU Commission on Cancer Clinical Research

3:15 PM
Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy in Thin Thickness Melanoma: 

Is it Necessary?
Natalie J. Atkin, DO Inova Fairfax Medical Campus Commission on Cancer Clinical Research

3:25 PM

Phase I/II Clinical Trial of a Helper Peptide Vaccine Plus PD-1 

Blockade in PD-1 Antibody-Naive and PD-1 Antibody-

Experienced Patients with Melanoma

Rick Vavolizza, MD University of Virginia Commission on Cancer Clinical Research

3:35 PM

Impact of Surgical Oncology Specialty on oncologic care of 

gastric adenocarcinoma - Analysis of quality improvement 

project by cancer committee

Siqi Brough, MD, MS Inova Fairfax Medical Campus Commission on Cancer Clinical Research

3:45 PM
Using Human Factors Engineering to Enhance New Trauma 

Bay Effectiveness
Don Scarboro, MD

Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine-

Carilion Clinic
Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

3:55 PM

Does Type of Intracranial Pressure Monitor Affect 

Craniotomy/Craniectomy Rates in Traumatic Brain Injury 

Patients? A Trauma Quality ImprovementProgram

Jeffrey Lawrence, MMBS Virginia Tech - Carilion School of Medicine Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

4:05 PM
Laparoscopy is Underutilized in Stable Abdominal Trauma 

Patients: An ACS-TQIP Review
Alexander Simmonds, MD VCU Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

4:15 PM

Incisional Negative Pressure Wound Therapy in Trauma 

Laparotomies and Rates of Superficial Surgical Site 

Infections

Miles Reese, MD Eastern Virginia Medical School Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

4:25 PM
Interrupted Care:  The Relationship Between Substance Use 

Disorder and AMA Discharges in the Trauma ICU
Sarah Marks, MS VCU Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

4:35 PM
Experience with Whole Blood Resuscitation at a Rural Level 

I Trauma Center
Zachary den Besten, MD

Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine, 

Carilion Clinic
Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

4:45 PM

Implementation of a Trauma Bay Time-Out Exit Procedure 

for Improving Antibiotic Prophylaxis Compliance in Open 

Fractures

Robert Luke, DO Eastern Virginia Medical School Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

4:55 PM
Evaluating the Surgical Management of Patients with 

Grease Versus Water Thermal Burns
Hemasree Yeluru, BS Eastern Virginia Medical School Committee on Trauma Clinical Research

5:05 PM Wrap Up

5:15 - 6:00 PM COT Meeting


