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• Step 1 becoming pass/fail has shifted pressure 
onto clerkship grades and shelf exams.

• Prior literature shows mismatched expectations 
between learners and educators, but studies 
haven’t assessed this in the wake of step 1 
changes.1

• Misalignment may impair satisfaction, 
mentorship, and professional development.

• Conduct a single-center multilevel assessment 
comparing medical students’, residents’, and 
faculty perceptions of the general surgery 
clerkship

• JMP Pro 18 for descriptive and inferential 
analysis (ANOVA / χ² / Kruskal-Wallis).

• NVivo 12 reflective thematic analysis; dual-
investigator coding.

• Recruitment at institutional meetings
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