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Greetings Neighbors,  

Hope that everyone is enjoying the beautiful fall weather this year.   

Bedford County Short Term Rental Regulations: Sec 30-100-18 Short Term Rentals 

Recently there have been important changes to the Bedford County Regulations regarding short term 
rentals.  Bedford County Supervisors conducted numerous meetings with the Planning Commission 
and the public to arrive at these changes.  The new regulations are attached for your information.  

Annual Holiday Party 

The MVS Annual Holiday Party will be held on Saturday, December 9th at the Saunders Fire Station 
on Smith Mountain Lake Parkway. 

Issues Submitted at the MVS Annual Meeting 

The following are comments and concerns that residents raised during the annual meeting.  These 
are issues that have been raised before.  This is a reminder of the most common concerns.  A 
comprehensive listing of Community Guidelines is available at: 
https://mountainviewshores.org/documents 

Also, as stated in the MVS Restrictions, owners who rent their properties are responsible to ensure 
that rental occupants and their guests follow the same restrictions set forth for all MVSHOA property 
owners.   

 Unsafe Boating Practices & Wake Damage:  In Virginia, it is unlawful to operate ANY 
watercraft greater than no wake speed  when within 50 feet or less of docks, piers, 
boathouses, boat ramps, and people in the water. “No Wake” is defined as the slowest 
possible speed required to maintain steerage & headway. 
 

 Speed Limits & Stop Signs:  Reminder, speed limit throughout MVS is 25 MPH.  Stopping at 
the posted Stop Signs is for everyone’s protection. 
 

 Pets:  Pet owners must be in control of pets at all times.  Owners should also pick up after their 
pets. 
 

 Garbage Cans:  Garbage cans should only be put out alongside the road the day before 
collection and should be moved back to house NO later than the following day after pickup.  
This is to prevent attracting the wildlife in the area, i.e., raccoons and bears.  
 
Please note that there will be tree trimming project this fall.  Details will be finalized soon.  
 
 



Bedford County Short Term Rental Regulations 

 

 

Sec. 30-100-18. Short-term 
rentals.  

(a) For use of this section per Code of 
Virginia $15.2-983:  

 "Short-term rental" means the provision of a room or space that is suitable or intended 
for occupancy for dwelling, sleeping, or lodging purposes, for a period of fewer than 30 
consecutive days, in exchange for a charge for the occupancy.  

"Operator" means the proprietor of any dwelling, lodging, or sleeping 
accommodations offered as a short-term rental, whether in the capacity of owner, 
lessee, sublessee, mortgagee in possession, licensee, of any other possessory 
capacity.  

(b) The following regulations shall apply to all short-term rentals on parcels for any 
period less than thirty (30) days of residential dwelling units in the AP, AR, AV, R-1, 
R-2, C1, C2, PCD, and PRD zoning districts:  

(1) The short-term rental operator shall register yearly by applying for a zoning 
permit to be reviewed for conformance with this section prior to utilizing the 
dwelling unit for short-term rental. An operator's failure to register a short-term 
rental property prior to use (including single and multiple rooms in a residential 
structure) with the County shall result in a registration fee of $500 as a penalty. 
Until the operator has completed registration (including payment of the 
registration penalty fee), the property shall not be offered for short-term rental.  

 Registration is not required for persons who are (i) licensed by the Real Estate Board 
or is a property owner who is represented by a real estate licensee; (ii) registered 
pursuant to the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act (§ 55.1-2200); (iii) licensed or 
registered with the Department of Health, related to the provision of room or space for 
lodging; or (iv) licensed or registered with the locality, related to the rental or 
management of real property, including licensed real estate professionals, hotels, 
motels, campgrounds, and bed and breakfast establishments.  

(2) A property management plan shall be provided by the operator to demonstrate 
how the short- term rental will be managed for approval. This plan shall include 
the floorplan of dwelling, local points of contact available to respond immediately 
to complaints (within 50 miles of property), garbage disposal, management of 
unruly tenants, number of permitted guests, parking information, location of fire 
extinguisher(s) and smoke detectors, utility contact information, advertisement 
plan, and any additional information requested to ensure compliance with this 
section. This plan shall be posted in a visible location in the short-term rental and 



be provided as part of the rental contract with tenants. (Effective November 1, 
2023))  

(3) There shall be a working, two-pound minimum, ABC rated, fire extinguisher 
located in a visible and readily accessible area (i.e., kitchen or hallway) within 
each dwelling unit. Working smoke detectors shall be installed in each bedroom 
of the dwelling unit as well as one (1) on each floor (including the basement) 
outside of any bedrooms.  

(4) Signage is limited to one (1) non-illuminated sign, and signage is limited to a 
maximum of two (2) square feet in area, shall be permitted per dwelling in the R-
1 and R-2 districts; and sixteen (16) square feet in area in the AP, AR, and AV 
zoning districts. Any sign must conform with the provisions of article V of the 
zoning ordinance.  

(5) All vehicles, boats, and trailers of tenants shall be parked on the lot on which 
the dwelling unit is located. In the case of multifamily dwellings, boats and trailers 
must be parked in areas specifically reserved for the dwelling unit being rented. 
No vehicles, boats, or trailers shall be parked in, along, or on the sides of roads 
at any time.  

(6) There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the dwelling unit or 
premises, or other visible evidence of the conduct of such short-term rentals.  

(7) Advertisement of the dwelling offered for short-term rental shall comply with 
the issued zoning permit and any requirements set forth in this section. 
Additionally, if the dwelling is served by a private sewage disposal system, all 
advertisements shall comply with the number of bedrooms from the approved 
Virginia Department of Health sewage disposal system permit. (Effective 
November 1, 2023)  

(8) Upon more than three (3) violations of any applicable state or local laws, 
ordinances or regulations as relating to a specific property offered for short-term 
rental (including, but not limited to, the requirement to register any such property), 
the County shall prohibit such property from being registered and/or offered as a 
short-term rental for a period determined by the zoning administrator that shall 
not exceed two (2) years.  

(9) Zoning Ordinance violations of the dwelling unit offered for short-term rental 
can be inspected to verify compliance with all applicable requirements of 30-
100-18(b).  

(10) All short-term rental zoning permits are valid for one (1) 
year from issuance.  

 


