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Your story may not feel important to you, but it carries meaning and inspiration for others—more than you may
ever realize.

By answering the questions below, you help us understand your
experience, honor your story, and ensure your voice is heard. Every
response matters and makes a difference.

Questions 1-8:
Gives credibility and context to your story, helping readers understand
the scale of the environment of your service.

Questions 9-12:
Highlights your service contributions, courage, and dedication

Questions 13-15:
This helps make your story relatable and inspiring to others, showing
how your personal growth is connected to your military experience.

Questions 16-18:
Shows how your service continues to influence life and contributes to the
broader community.

Questions 19-21:
Adds depth and authenticity; makes the story memorable.

Questions 22-23:
Provides a richer, more engaging story, not just timeline of events.

The additional information section allows you to share any details not
covered by the questions that you wish to provide.

Note: If you choose not to provide certain information, please write “N/A.” While we encourage you to share as much information as possible, questions 1– 5 are required to submit this form.
PERSONAL & SERVICE DETAILS

1. Full name of the service member: 
	[bookmark: _Hlk212217443]


First, Middle, last name

2. Branch of service:
(Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, Space Force)
NOTE: If there is more than one branch, please submit another story form
	



3. Rank(s) and/or position(s) during service:
	


 
4. Dates of service:
(Start date, end date, and total year(s) of service:
	



5. To submit your story, you MUST be a resident of Johnson County. Please confirm your residency by entering 'Johnson' and your ZIP code (e.g., Johnson, 76031).
	



6. Unit(s) or assignment(s): (If comfortable sharing)
	



7. Location(s) served (deployments, bases, or stations):
	



8. Share what led you to the military and what influenced your decision?
	


KEY EXPERIENCES & ACHIEVEMENTS

9. Major missions, deployments, or operations:
	



10. Awards, recognitions, or medals earned:	
	



11. Special training, skills, or leadership roles:	
	



12. Challenges overcome during service:	
	



PERSONAL LESSONS & VALUES

13. Lessons learned from service (e.g., discipline, teamwork, resilience):
	



14. How service shaped character, career, or life choices:	
	



15. Memorable moments that left a lasting impact:	
	







TRAINSITION & LIFE AFTER SERVICE


16. Career path after leaving the military:
	



17. Community involvement, volunteer work, or advocacy:	
	




18. Ongoing connection to the military (veteran organizations, mentorship):	
	



HUMAN ELEMENTS & PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

19. Stories about camaraderie, friendship, or mentorship:
	



20. Challenges faced, including obstacles or sacrifices:
	



21. Personal feelings or reflections about service:
	








SUPPORTING DETAILS

22. Quotes or messages for others (especially for veteran outreach):
	



23. Humor or light-hearted moments (to show personality):
	



Additional Information:
	



Please email all completed documents to Ashley Cantrell at Ashley.Cantrell@vsvdfw.org.

If you wish to include copies of photos, letters, memorabilia, or awards, please attach them to the same email. Ensure that each document you submit includes your first and last name as well as your branch of service, and include “A Veterans Story” in the subject line of your email.

If you require assistance completing the form, we encourage you to reach out to a family member for support. Should you need a paper copy of the form, please let us know.

For any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Please note that all proceeds from these books will be reinvested into Veterans Serving Veterans to continue supporting heroes like you.

Important: You MUST complete the release form (page 23) for your story. This allows us to share your full story, including any photos, awards, and additional information you provide—as part of your Hero Story.

We’re honored to help tell your story and highlight your service.
Release Form



I, (Please print) _________________________________ , herby grant permission to Veterans Serving Veterans to create, copy, reproduce, exhibit, publish, or distribute any likeness of myself, my belonging, or my family to be used for the purpose of book publication, Library of Congress, and Johnson County Historical Commission Museum or other related publications. 

I understand that above uses may include, but are not limited to videos, recordings, sound recordings, photographs, displays, brochures, web sites, multi-media programs, or any other type of promotional medium existing now or in the future

I further understand that by granting this permission I am irrevocably giving up all rights and claims to monetary value compensation for any future uses of this material by the above persons and organizations.

Signature: _____________________ Date:  ____________
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