
Top 20 Things to Do in Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands 

 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, an archipelago located in the Bay of Bengal, is a haven for 
nature lovers, adventure enthusiasts, and beach lovers. With its pristine beaches, crystal-clear 
waters, and diverse marine life, these islands are an ideal destination for a perfect getaway. 
Whether you’re a solo traveler, a couple, or a family, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands have 
something for everyone. From indulging in water sports to exploring the rich history and vibrant 
culture, there’s no shortage of things to do here. Here’s a comprehensive list of the top 20 
things to do in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

1. Visit Radhanagar Beach (Havelock Island) 
Radhanagar Beach, located on Havelock Island, is often considered one of the most beautiful 
beaches in Asia. The turquoise waters, soft white sands, and lush green surroundings create an 
idyllic environment for relaxation and exploration. Whether you’re here to take a leisurely stroll, 
indulge in swimming, or watch the stunning sunset, Radhanagar Beach offers a serene 
experience. The beach is also an excellent spot for photography, so don’t forget to carry your 
camera to capture the breathtaking views. It’s the perfect spot to unwind and reconnect with 
nature, away from the hustle and bustle of city life. 

2. Explore Cellular Jail (Port Blair) 
The Cellular Jail, also known as Kala Pani, is one of the most important historical sites in India. 
Located in Port Blair, this colonial-era prison was used by the British to imprison Indian freedom 
fighters during the struggle for independence. Today, the jail serves as a national memorial and 
museum, offering insights into India’s freedom movement. You can take a guided tour to learn 
about the life and struggles of the prisoners who were housed here, and the evening light and 
sound show at the Cellular Jail is a must-see, as it narrates the history in a visually engaging 
way. 

https://www.andamanisland.in/blog/detail/radhanagar-beach-at-havelock-island
https://www.andamanisland.in/blog/detail/cellular-jail-at-port-blair


3. Scuba Diving at Havelock Island 
Havelock Island is a popular destination for scuba diving in Andaman Islands, offering an 
opportunity to explore vibrant coral reefs and diverse marine life. The underwater world here is 
teeming with exotic species of fish, turtles, and colorful coral. Several diving centers on the 
island offer PADI certification courses for beginners and experienced divers alike. The clear 
waters and rich marine biodiversity make Havelock Island an unforgettable destination for 
underwater adventures. Dive into the depths to experience the beauty of the Andaman Sea like 
never before. 

4. Visit Neil Island 

Neil Island is another gem of the Andaman Islands, known for its tranquility, natural beauty, and 
scenic beaches. If you're looking for a quieter retreat compared to the more popular Havelock, 
Neil Island is the perfect place to unwind. The island boasts three pristine beaches: Laxmanpur 
Beach, Sitapur Beach, and Bharatpur Beach. Each of these beaches offers unique experiences, 
from swimming and sunbathing to snorkeling and relaxing. The coral reefs near Bharatpur 
Beach are perfect for snorkeling, making it a great spot for water lovers. 

5. Snorkeling at Elephant Beach (Havelock Island) 
Elephant Beach, located on Havelock Island, is a famous spot for snorkeling and other water 
sports. The beach is known for its shallow coral reefs, which are perfect for beginner snorkelers. 
The waters here are calm and crystal clear, offering an amazing view of the underwater life. You 
can spot a wide variety of fish, corals, and even the occasional sea turtle. There are plenty of 
water sports activities available at the beach, including jet skiing, sea walking, and banana 
boat rides, making it a fun-filled day out for families and adventure seekers. 

6. Sunset at Kalapathar Beach (Havelock Island) 
Kalapathar Beach, situated on Havelock Island, is famous for its stunning sunset views. The 
beach is lined with black rocks and surrounded by turquoise waters, making it an excellent spot 
for photography. As the sun sets, the sky turns into a mesmerizing mix of colors, offering a 
picture-perfect view. Whether you’re here to relax, enjoy a peaceful walk along the shore, or 
simply sit back and soak in the beauty of nature, Kalapathar Beach is a must-visit destination 
for sunset lovers. 

7. Trekking in Mount Harriet National Park 

Mount Harriet National Park, located in Port Blair, is a haven for nature lovers and adventure 
enthusiasts. The park offers several trekking trails that take you through dense forests, offering 
glimpses of the island's rich flora and fauna. The trek to the summit of Mount Harriet is one of 
the most popular hikes, offering panoramic views of the surrounding islands and the Andaman 
Sea. The park is home to several species of wildlife, including birds, monkeys, and butterflies, 
making it a great spot for wildlife enthusiasts and photographers. 

https://www.andamanisland.in/tour-category/scuba-diving-in-andaman-islands
https://www.andamanisland.in/destination/neil-island
https://www.andamanisland.in/tour-category/water-sports-in-andaman-islands
https://www.andamanisland.in/blog/detail/kalapathar-beach-at-havelock-island


8. Visit Ross Island 
Ross Island, once the administrative headquarters of the British during their colonial rule, is now 
a popular tourist destination. The island is home to historical ruins, including old British 
buildings, churches, and cemeteries. It also offers stunning views of the sea and nearby islands. 
You can explore the island’s history, walk through its well-maintained trails, or simply relax by 
the beach. Ross Island also has a variety of wildlife, including deer, peacocks, and exotic birds, 
which add to the island’s charm. The island is accessible by a short boat ride from Port Blair. 

9. Visit Baratang Island 

Baratang Island is known for its beautiful mangrove forests, limestone caves, and serene 
beaches. One of the highlights of Baratang is the Lime Stone Cave, which can be reached by a 
boat ride through a dense mangrove forest. The caves are famous for their natural limestone 
formations, which have been carved by years of erosion. A visit to this island offers a unique mix 
of adventure and nature, as you can explore the caves, enjoy a boat ride, or just relax on the 
quiet beaches. 

10. Visit the Andaman Water Sports Complex (Port Blair) 

The Andaman Water Sports Complex, located in Port Blair, is the hub for water-based activities 
in the Andaman Islands. The complex offers a variety of water sports, including parasailing, 
speed boating, and jet skiing. The calm waters make it ideal for these activities, and the views of 
the sea are absolutely stunning. The complex also has a swimming pool and facilities for 
yachting. Whether you're an adrenaline junkie or someone just looking to enjoy a leisurely boat 
ride, the Andaman Water Sports Complex is the place to be. 

11. Explore the Andaman Islands by Sea Plane 

For a unique and thrilling experience, take a sea plane ride over the Andaman Islands. These 
flights offer breathtaking aerial views of the islands, their beaches, and the crystal-clear waters 
that surround them. The experience allows you to witness the natural beauty of the archipelago 
from a completely different perspective. Sea plane rides are available from Port Blair and offer a 
bird’s eye view of famous spots like Havelock Island, Neil Island, and the famous coral reefs. It’s 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience for travelers looking for a different adventure. 

12. Visit the Anthropological Museum (Port Blair) 

The Anthropological Museum in Port Blair is a must-visit for those interested in learning about 
the indigenous tribes of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The museum showcases the history, 
culture, and lifestyle of the indigenous tribes, including the Great Andamanese, Nicobarese, and 
Jarwa tribes. Through artifacts, displays, and exhibits, visitors can gain a deeper understanding 
of the traditional lifestyles of these tribes and the challenges they face in the modern world. The 
museum is a fascinating cultural experience that sheds light on the region’s diverse heritage. 

https://www.andamanisland.in/content/about-baratang-island
https://www.andamanisland.in/content/water-sports-at-port-blair
https://www.andamanisland.in/blog/detail/anthropological-museum-at-port-blair


13. Sea Walking at North Bay Island 

If you're looking for an experience that combines both adventure and the beauty of the 
underwater world, sea walking at North Bay Island is a must-try activity. North Bay Island is 
known for its rich marine biodiversity, and the sea walking experience allows you to explore the 
underwater life without needing to be a skilled diver. Equipped with a helmet that allows you to 
breathe underwater, you can walk along the ocean floor and interact with fish, corals, and other 
marine creatures in the clear, calm waters. 

14. Visit the Chidiya Tapu 

Chidiya Tapu is a peaceful, secluded area located around 25 kilometers from Port Blair, famous 
for its rich birdlife and stunning views of the sunset. It’s a paradise for birdwatchers, as it’s home 
to numerous species of birds, including migratory ones. The place is perfect for a peaceful 
retreat, with its serene beach and lush greenery. A walk through the trails of Chidiya Tapu 
offers not only birdwatching opportunities but also beautiful views of the coastline and 
neighboring islands. It's a great destination for nature lovers. 

15. Enjoy the Light and Sound Show at Cellular Jail 
As mentioned earlier, the Cellular Jail is not only a historical monument but also an incredible 
cultural experience. In the evening, the Cellular Jail hosts a light and sound show that takes 
visitors through the history of the Indian freedom struggle. The show is narrated in both Hindi 
and English, highlighting the lives of the freedom fighters who were imprisoned here. The 
dramatic lighting and sound effects bring history to life, making this an unforgettable experience 
for visitors of all ages. 

16. Enjoy the Nightlife at Havelock Island 

Havelock Island is known for its laid-back atmosphere, but it also offers a small yet lively 
nightlife in Havelock. Several bars and beachside restaurants offer a relaxed vibe where you 
can enjoy drinks while listening to live music. Whether you're enjoying a sunset cocktail at the 
beach or mingling with fellow travelers at a cozy bar, the island offers the perfect blend of 
relaxation and entertainment. A peaceful night out with good food, drinks, and ocean views is 
one of the highlights of staying at Havelock. 

17. Visit the Sambhar Lake 

Sambhar Lake, located on the Nicobar Islands, is a hidden gem that few tourists know about. 
The lake is a saltwater lagoon, surrounded by lush forests and wildlife, offering a peaceful 
retreat away from the crowds. The lake is home to several species of birds, including migratory 
species, making it a perfect spot for birdwatching. The surrounding landscape, with its tranquil 
waters and dense greenery, makes it an ideal place for nature photography and relaxation. 

https://www.andamanisland.in/tour-category/sea-walk-in-andaman-islands
https://www.andamanisland.in/blog/detail/chidiya-tapu-beach-at-port-blair
https://www.andamanisland.in/blog/detail/nightlife-in-andaman


18. Try the Local Andaman Cuisine 
No trip to the Andaman Islands is complete without trying the local cuisine in Andaman. The 
islands offer a variety of seafood dishes, such as crab curry, fish fry, and prawns, all made with 
fresh, local ingredients. The cuisine is heavily influenced by both Indian and Southeast Asian 
flavors, with unique dishes that you won’t find anywhere else. Make sure to try the famous 
“Macher Jhol” (fish curry), and sample the local coconut-based delicacies. Many beachside 
shacks and restaurants offer an authentic dining experience with fresh seafood and a relaxed 
ambiance. 

19. Visit the Lighthouse at Andaman Islands 
The Andaman Islands are home to several lighthouses, which are not only important for 
navigation but also offer stunning views of the surrounding seas and islands. The lighthouse on 
Ross Island is particularly famous for its panoramic views and historical significance. Climbing to 
the top gives you a bird's eye view of the coastline and the nearby islands. These lighthouses 
also provide interesting insights into the history of the region, making them worth a visit for 
history buffs and photographers alike. 

20. Attend a Tribal Dance Performance 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are home to several indigenous tribes, and attending a tribal 
dance performance is an enriching cultural experience. The Nicobarese, Jarwa, and Great 
Andamanese tribes have their own unique dance traditions, which are often performed during 
festivals or cultural events. These performances are a great way to understand the local culture 
and traditions and appreciate the island’s diverse heritage. If you’re visiting during a local 
festival, keep an eye out for such performances for an authentic and memorable experience. 

Conclusion  

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a paradise for those looking to escape the everyday and 
explore nature, adventure, and history. From the serene beaches and vibrant coral reefs to the 
rich cultural history and unique tribal traditions, there’s so much to see and do in this beautiful 
archipelago. Whether you're looking for adventure, relaxation, or a bit of both, the Andaman 
Islands promise an unforgettable travel experience. Make sure to check off some of these top 
20 things to do on your next trip to these breathtaking islands! 
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