Defences of the First World War in Newington, Kent

Learn how to read a landscape for clues to its military past. From 1914 to 1918, Newington was at
the heart of a sophisticated military defence line against a potential German invasion.

The walk takes you through the defences, leading you to four information boards that enable you
to visualise the trenches, gun emplacements and observation posts that helped protect Britain.
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Description

Start : Bull Lane, Newington, opposite the children's play area. Grid ref. TQ  Points de passages
856 645

(D/A) On the east side of Bull Lane, next to no. 77 (the house with the swan
ornaments), take the steps onto footpath ZR63. Follow the path to the first
kissing gate, then walk diagonally across the field to the next kissing gate.
Keep walking straight up the hill with the hedgerow on your left.

51 p/A Bull Lane
N 51.349715° / E 0.66494° - alt. 138 ft - mi 0

1 Top of the hill
N 51.348116° / E 0.664529° - alt. 167 ft - mi 0.13

2 Information Board 1 - Introduction

(1) At the top of the hill, go through the gate on the left and turn right along )
N 51.345625° / E 0.663855° - alt. 210 ft - mi 0.34

the ridge. You will arrive at the first board.
3 Road bends sharply right

(2) Continue along the ridge in the same direction with the hedge on your N 51.340464° / E 0.666431° - alt. 200 ft - mi 0.9

right (South-West) until you reach a metalled road. Take care leaving the
footpath. Turn left and cross the road so that you are walking towards
oncoming traffic.

4 Information Board 2 - beacon/gun site
N 51.344486° / E 0.669248° - alt. 151 ft - mi 1.23

5 Information Board 3 - ridge defences

Where th harply to the right, k to footpath }
(3) Where the road bends sharply to the right, cross back over to footpa N 51.348892° / E 0.670756° - alt. 125 ft - mi 1.54

ZR64 on your left. Again, take great care and listen out for traffic.
Follow the footpath onto the wide track. Take care, there are
occasionally vehicles using the track to access the paintball site.

6 Information Board 4 - Tippet Trench/Pillbox
N 51.344682° / E 0.678655° - alt. 210 ft - mi 1.99

7 Callaways Lane

4) Just past the paintball site, you'll see the next board ight. ,
(4) Just past the paintball site, you'll see the next board on your rig N 51.349956° / E 0.668531° - alt. 148 ft - mi 2.57

Continue along the track to the next board on the corner.
21 D/A Bull Lane

(5) At the corner, turn right along the flat, wide track. At the end, turn right
N 51.349706° / E 0.664918° - alt. 138 ft - mi 2.77

along the narrower footpath with woodland either side. As you leave the
woodland, you'll see the final board on the corner.

(6) Turn back and retrace your steps, through the woodland and along the flat wide track.

(5) When you get to the board on the corner, continue straight on until you reach the metalled road, Callaways Lane.

(7) Turn left and follow the road round to the right. At the end, turn left again and you will be back at the starting point in Bull Lane.
(D/A)

Informations pratiques

Start : Bull Lane, Newington, opposite the children's play area. Grid ref. TQ 856 645

Parking : There is free on-road parking but please be respectful of residents driveways.

Transport : Southeastern Trains stop at Newington Railway Station, just half a mile from the start point, and Chalkwell Buses 326
and 327 running between Sittingbourne and Chatham stop on the A2 nearby.

Facilities : There are no toilets or water points en route.
Terrain : Rural footpaths can have stinging nettles and brambles in summer and may be muddy in winter - please make sure you

wear appropriate clothing and footwear.
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Defences of the First World War in Newington, Kent
Visorando

Dog policy : The route uses fields where horses and cattle are kept - dogs should be kept on a lead at all times.

Note : We ask also that you are respectful of our beautiful countryside at all times. Please do not leave litter and please do not
wander off the footpaths.

A proximité

The first hill that you climb is Standard Hill, which is reputed to have a 2,000 year old military history. Stories going back hundreds
of years say that Julius Caesar camped here when he attempted to invade Britain in 55/54 BCE.

As you stand at the first board, take a moment to enjoy the 180 degree view over to the Medway estuary on your left - you should
even be able to see the bridge over to the Isle of Sheppey - diagonally right, the 16th century Wormdale Farm House and, further
right, the farmhouse that is all that remains of the ancient settlement of Chesley.

Much of the walk goes through what would have been orchards until a few decades ago, the reason Kent is known as The Garden of
England.

The footpath with woodland either side is probably very old. Imagine the thousands of people who would have used it over the

centuries.
Donnez-nous votre avis sur : https://www.visorando.com/randonnee-defences-of-the-first-world-war-in-newin/

En savoir plus : Newington History Group
Email : cuentas@newingtonhistory.co.uk - Site internet : https://newingtonhistory.uk
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Visorando

Defences of the First World War in Newington, Kent
Téléchargez 1'application Visorando pour suivre cette randonnée
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VisorandoVisorando et ['auteur de cette fiche ne pourront pas étre tenus responsables en cas d'accident survenu sur ce circuit.
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1.A CHARTE
Visorando , yisor:
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BIEN CHOISIR CONSULTER LA METEO S'EQUIPER EN PREVENIR
SA RANDONNEE . CONSEQUENCE .

et se renseigner sur les au moins une personne

en fonction de sa durée, et particularités du site: équipement particulier, du projet de randonnée.
de sa difficulté, en fonction neige, température, moyen d'alerte, trousse &
de ses compétences et de horaires et coefficient pharmacie, vétements... et

sa condition physique. des marées, vent, risque prendre de quoi boire
d'incendie... et s'alimenter.
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RESTER SUR LES RESPECTER RESPECTER REFERMER
SENTIERS LES INTERDICTIONS
les cultures et les

(sauf cas exceptionnel).

prairies, ne pas cueillir ou
ramasser les fruits.

propres au site: ne pas
cueillir, ne pas faire de feu,
ne pas camper...

les clétures et barriéres
apres les avoir ouvertes,
demeurer prudent en cas
de troupeau et
s'en écarter.
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RAMENER ETRE DISCRET GARDER LA MAITRISE LA NATURE EST UN
SES DECHETS . DE SON CHIEN MILIEU VIVANT
respectueux et courtois
ne pas laisser de traces

de son passage.

vis a vis des autres
usagers.

le tenir attaché, I'avoir
aupres de soi a chaque
croisement d'autres
usagers, pouvoir le
rappeler a tout moment.
Randonner avec son
chien est & proscrire en
présence de troupeaux.

qui évolue avec le temps,
randonner c'est partir a
l'aventure avec les risques
quiy sont liés.
Savoir renoncer et faire
demi-tour est aussi un
geste responsable.

Comportement pendant la randonnée

Qu'il soit privé ou public, vous randonnez toujours sur un terrain ne vous appartenant pas,

particulierement s'il est prive, les propriétaires autorisent (génereusement, gracieusement ou
aimablement) le passage.

Merci de ne pas poursuivre en justice en cas d'accident ceux chez qui vous randonnez
au risque de se voir interdire ce loisir; mais vous pouvez signaler tout risque rencontré.



