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Site Information
Introduction

The Deep Lock Quarry, a focal point within the Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP), stands as a testament to the region's rich industrial history and natural splendor. This 
cliff feature, with coordinates at latitude 41.231 and longitude -81.549, resides near Peninsula, Summit County, Ohio, integrating seamlessly into the landscape of the 
national park and the broader historical narrative of the Ohio & Erie Canal.

Historical Context

Originating in the 1820s, the quarry's primary function was to supply limestone for the construction of the Ohio & Erie Canal, a crucial infrastructure project that propelled 
the economic and transportation development of Ohio and the Midwest. The "Deep Lock" adjacent to the quarry, from which the site derives its name, represents one of the 
canal's most significant lock structures, emphasizing the quarry's pivotal role in the canal's history.

Geological Formation

The quarry exhibits a cliff-like structure, primarily composed of limestone, indicative of its historical use as a limestone quarry. Over decades, the extraction processes have 
sculpted the quarry into its current form, featuring a pronounced depth and varied width across its expanse. This topography not only reveals the intensive labor and 
techniques employed in the 19th century but also showcases the site's geological diversity.

Ecological Recovery and Present State

Following its operational cessation, the quarry has undergone a natural reclamation process, with the resurgence of native flora and the establishment of a unique 
ecosystem within its bounds. This ecological revival has transformed the quarry from an industrial site into a significant natural habitat, contributing to the biodiversity of 
the CVNP.

Recreational and Educational Value

In the latter part of the 20th century, the National Park Service recognized the quarry's potential as a recreational and educational asset, integrating it into the CVNP. Today, 
the Deep Lock Quarry serves as a gateway to exploring both the natural world and the historical narratives of the region. Educational programs, hiking trails, and interpretive 
signage around the quarry offer visitors insights into its historical significance, geological features, and ecological recovery.

Conclusion

The Deep Lock Quarry, through its historical, geological, and ecological dimensions, provides a multifaceted lens through which visitors can engage with the past and 
present of the Cuyahoga Valley. Its designation as an official named feature within the USGS framework would enhance its visibility and accessibility, ensuring that this 
integral piece of Ohio's heritage continues to educate and inspire future generations.



Map

Deep Lock, near Historic Downtown Peninsula, Ohio
Image taken from Google Maps

Deep Lock Quarry

Feature Information: 
•Proposed Name: Deep Lock Quarry 
•Feature Type: Cliff 
•Latitude: 41.231 
•Longitude: -81.549 
•City: Peninsula 
•County: Summit 
•State: Ohio



About Oapsie Inc.
Oapsie Inc.’s commitment to technology, conservation, and community is further exemplified by his 
active presence and contributions to various online platforms. Under the umbrella of the Galaxy of Edi, he 
manages a series of websites and digital outlets that focus on outdoor activities, conservation efforts, 
and engineering insights, showcasing his multifaceted interests and expertise. Below are the links to the 
Galaxy of Edi's key websites:
• East Rim Trail: [https://eastrimtrail.com] – A platform dedicated to promoting outdoor activities and 

conservation efforts, focusing on the beauty and significance of natural trails.
• Oapsie Daisy Newsletter: [https://oapsie.com/oapsie-daisy-newsletter-1] – Jim's channel for sharing 

his thoughts on technology, engineering innovations, and his advocacy for environmental conservation.
• Galaxy of Edi: [http://galaxyofedi.com] – A comprehensive portal for all of Jim's digital content, ranging 

from engineering tutorials to conservation discussions.
• Galaxy of Edi on YouTube: [https://youtube.com/@galaxyofedi1979] – Jim's video channel where he 

dives deeper into engineering challenges, software solutions, and environmental conservation through 
engaging visual content.

These digital platforms reflect Oapsie Inc.’s dedication to leveraging technology for knowledge sharing, 
community building, and advocating for the environment. Through these efforts, he continues to influence 
and inspire a broader audience beyond his immediate professional network.



About James O’Flanagan
James E. O'Flanagan, commonly known as Jim, is a visionary in the field of engineering, with a 
profound commitment to advancing technology and sustainability. As the President and Principal 
Engineer at OAPSIE Inc., Jim has spearheaded numerous innovative projects, notably the 
Pennantview Biophysics Software Suite, a computational methodology for enhancing baseball 
strategies through biophysical analysis. This suite, alongside other ventures like the OAPSIE Daisy 
Newsletter and significant contributions to environmental conservation, exemplifies his passion for 
merging technology with real-world applications.

Educated at The University of Akron and Case Western Reserve University, Jim has cultivated an 
extensive skill set ranging from servant leadership to software development, and artificial 
intelligence to mechanical engineering. His academic prowess is matched by his practical 
experience in various roles across prominent organizations, including Johnson Matthey, Hankook 
Tire, and Babcock & Wilcox, where he led critical projects involving naval nuclear components, 
natural gas extraction equipment, and tire design technology.

Jim's influence extends beyond the professional sphere into meaningful community engagement 
and environmental advocacy. His dedication to volunteer work, such as judging at the Northeastern 
Ohio Science and Engineering Fair and participating in Engineers Without Borders, demonstrates a 
commitment to leveraging his expertise for the greater good. Additionally, his recognition as a 
LinkedIn "Top Voice" in Engineering Management underscores his status as a thought leader and 
influencer in the engineering community.

Beyond his professional accolades, Jim values family, outdoor recreation, and the pursuit of 
knowledge, especially in physics and generative AI. His personal mission to deliver innovative 
engineering solutions that uplift humanity, preserve the environment, and foster community, defines 
his holistic approach to life and work.

With a career spanning over two decades, James O'Flanagan remains at the forefront of engineering 
innovation, blending technical expertise with a profound sense of social responsibility to inspire 
change and drive progress.



Online Information
Online Information:
Deep Lock Quarry Metro Park is renowned for its historical and natural significance, nestled in Summit 
County, Ohio. It houses Lock 28, the deepest lock on the Ohio & Erie Canal, and boasts an old quarry 
pivotal in Berea sandstone extraction used in local architecture and canal locks. The park is a haven 
for Ohio buckeye trees, exceeding any other Summit County Metro Park in their number. For visitors, 
the park offers a blend of recreational activities amidst its verdant landscape. 
• Summit Metro Parks provides an overview of park features, activities, and historical insights: 

[Summit Metro Parks](https://www.summitmetroparks.org/deep-lock-quarry-metro-park.aspx). 
• TrekOhio highlights personal experiences and additional historical context about the park: 

[TrekOhio](https://trekohio.com/2017/03/28/deep-lock-quarry-metro-park/). 
• Travalour discusses the park's blend of geology, history, and recreation: 

[Travalour](https://www.travalour.com/attraction/31404-deep-lock-quarry-metro-park). 
• Ohio & Erie Canalway lists the park among its featured listings, underlining its role within the 

National Heritage Area: [Ohio & Erie 
Canalway](https://www.ohioanderiecanalway.com/plan/listings/deep-lock-quarry-metro-park/). 

These resources provide comprehensive insights into Deep Lock Quarry Metro Park, underscoring its 
value as both a natural treasure and a historical monument within the Ohio and Erie Canalway 
National Heritage Area. 



Additional Information
• Additional Information

In support of the application to officially name the Deep Lock Quarry within the United States Geological Survey framework, this section provides supplementary details to 
underscore the site's significance and bolster its candidacy for formal recognition.

• Integration with Ohio & Erie Canalway
The Deep Lock Quarry is not only a standalone historical and natural site but also an integral part of the Ohio & Erie Canalway, a National Heritage Area. The Canalway represents a 
significant corridor of historical, cultural, and recreational sites that narrate the story of America's canal era and industrial growth. Formal naming and recognition of the quarry 
would contribute to the cohesive identity of the Canalway, enhancing the visitor experience and understanding of this pivotal period in American history.

• Conservation and Stewardship Efforts
The quarry is a focal point for conservation efforts within the CVNP, showcasing successful reclamation and stewardship practices. The natural regrowth and ecological restoration 
efforts highlight the National Park Service's commitment to preserving natural habitats while accommodating recreational use. Formal naming would recognize these efforts, 
emphasizing the role of conservation in historical site management.

• Community Engagement and Support
Local community and historical societies have been instrumental in preserving the lore and significance of the Deep Lock Quarry. Their engagement in educational initiatives and 
advocacy for the site's preservation demonstrate broad community support for its formal naming. Letters of endorsement from these groups, reflecting community sentiment and 
historical research, accompany this application, underscoring the quarry's valued place in regional heritage.



Additional Information, continued
• Educational Outreach and Programming

The CVNP, in conjunction with local educational institutions, has developed programming that utilizes the Deep Lock Quarry as an outdoor classroom. These 
programs, ranging from geology and ecology to history, leverage the site's diverse features to provide experiential learning opportunities. Documentation of these 
educational initiatives attests to the quarry's role in enriching public knowledge and appreciation of Ohio's natural and historical resources.

• Recreational Impact and Accessibility
The Deep Lock Quarry enhances the recreational landscape of the CVNP, offering hiking, bird watching, and photography opportunities within a historically 
significant setting. The quarry's trails connect to a broader network of paths, linking various historical and natural sites across the park. Recognizing the quarry by 
name in park maps and guides would improve navigability for visitors, encouraging exploration and discovery within the park's bounds.

• Archaeological and Geological Research
The site has been the subject of geological and archaeological studies, revealing insights into the region's pre-industrial landscape and the quarry's operational 
history. Findings from these studies contribute to our understanding of early American industry and natural history, offering valuable resources for scholars and 
enthusiasts. Incorporation of this research into the application highlights the quarry's academic and scientific relevance.

• Conclusion
The additional information provided herein reinforces the Deep Lock Quarry's candidacy for official naming. Through its integration with the Ohio & Erie Canalway, 
conservation achievements, community support, educational value, recreational contributions, and research significance, the quarry exemplifies the multifaceted 
importance of historical and natural sites. Formal recognition public engagement with Ohio's rich heritage.


