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25 April 2019 

In the past two weeks, we have been allowed to witness God changing hearts and lives. Our 
“Experiencing God Weekend” was exactly that. God, in His unfailing love and goodness to us, 
allowed us to experience Him in new ways and be changed. I believe, as the scripture says, God 
has put a new spirit within us-a revived spirit, a fresh awareness of God’s intimate love for us, 
and a new desire to bring him honor and glory. It was so evident as we returned this past Sunday 



for our Easter service. The choir sounded professional as they sang praises to God and led us in 
worship through the song “Mercy Tree.” Their professional sound wasn’t due to voice lessons or 
much practice. It was due to the renewed spirit of our worship leader and many of the choir 
members. The drama that followed, even with a couple of glitches, was totally amazing! It 
prepared our hearts to be ready to receive God’s Easter message for us from the man of God, as 
Bobby preached “He Still Moves Stones.” God worked in our packed-out sanctuary to remove 
more stones from the hearts of people there. I am in awe of how God is working! And I join with 
my brothers and sisters in Christ in praying that God would help us not let the fire within us die, 
but that we would fan the flames! 



2 May 2019 

The picture with the scripture was taken in the Florida Keys while Charity and I were on 
a mother-daughter trip. (The best!!) The scripture expressed what I was feeling as I 
stood in awe of God's artistry as he continued to paint a masterpiece in the morning sky 
with such brilliant colors that continued to change before our eyes. In that moment, I 
tried to be fully present and give God praise and thanksgiving for what he was allowing 
me to see and for the person he was allowing me to experience it with. I look at that 
picture now, and feelings of praise and thanks and adoration still well up inside me. I 
take it very personally. It makes me want to clap and say, "Yay, God. Thank you for that 
experience. You are truly amazing!" 
     But what about the times when the sky before me is dark, and the clouds are 
ominous? How do I respond to God then? I confess that I have not clapped my hands 
with sheer joy and thanksgiving. But I am working on that. As we have been going 
through the book of Revelation on Wednesday nights, Bobby has been doing his very 
best to get us to understand true praise and worship. (I'm not being disrespectful here. 
It would just be weird to call your husband Bro. Bobby;) He has been trying to help us 



understand that praise and worship unlocks the door to wonderful things God wants to 
accomplish in our individual lives and in our church. 
Maybe Revelation 5:11-13 should be written where we could see it every morning to help 
us be able to stand in the midst of our storms and still proclaim "Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slaughtered to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory 
and blessing." (Rev. 5:12 
In other words, we should clap our hands and say "Yay, God. Nothing is too hard for you. 
You are truly amazing!" 



10 May 2019

Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him.  
When He came to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.”  And He was 
withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if it is Your 
will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not my will, but Yours, be done.”    Luke 22:39-42

Here it is May, and I can't get past Easter in my mind.  To comfort my own troubled heart, I like to imagine 
that Jesus didn’t really suffer on the cross.  Being God in the flesh, the pain could have all been taken away 
— the pain because of my sin and my need to be rescued.  But the harsh reality of it all is that Jesus did 
suffer.  Why else would He have asked that, if it would be in God’s will, that He would not have to suffer?  
Why else would He agonize in the Garden of Gethsemane before He ever suffered on the cross at Calvary?  I 
read in Luke 22:44 that, as Jesus prayed, His sweat was like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
Luke (Doctor Luke) focused on the human anguish of Jesus — anguish so extreme that the blood vessels 
surrounding the sweat glands became constricted and then dilated to the point of rupture so that the blood 
effused into the sweat glands. (a condition known as hematidrosis)  This anguish and sorrow came from 
Jesus being God in the flesh.  He knew all that was going to happen to Him. (John 18:4)  If the suffering on 
the cross wasn't going to be real pain and suffering any human would feel, why would the very thought of it 
cause Jesus such anguish?  

So, yes, I’m troubled and uncomfortable at the thought of it.  But as I tell Jesus how sorry I am for all that He 
suffered on my behalf, I am overwhelmed with such love and commitment to fulfill the Father’s will.  I’m 
overwhelmed by His love for me! He had a choice, and He chose the cross. I’m the recipient.  He paid such a 
high price for my salvation.  

So it has been a good thing for me to stop and focus on the suffering, because it has led me to a greater 
appreciation and a deeper devotion to the One whose depth of love for me is beyond comprehension.  How 
about you?  Could it be that you, too, need to go back to the garden and spend some time with Jesus there?  
If so, don’t linger long.  He wants you to live loved, cherished, joyful, and secure in Him. 

He wants you to take it very personally what He did for YOU! 

...


	Blank Page



