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Once again we return to our sermon series entitled: Biblical Life Words: Living By God’s Word 
Foundational Scripture is: : 2 Timothy 3:16-17
 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 
Remember in our sermon series we take a new word or phrase from the Bible, and seek to learn that 
which God might teach us, yet understanding we can never cover the topic completely. We do highly 
encourage further study! 
 
 

I. LOOK 
 
This week’s emphasis is “ ”. Let’s go together to God’s Word! Sin: The Choice to Sin
 
Genesis 4:6-7: 6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance 
fallen? 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the 
door. 
 
Genesis 13:13: But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly. 
 
Genesis 39:9: There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back anything from 
me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God? 
 
Exodus 9:27: And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have 
sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 
 
Exodus 32:31-32: And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a 
great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot 
me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book which Thou hast written. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%204%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2013%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2039%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%209%3A27&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2032%3A31&version=KJV


 

 

Joshua 7:20: And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of 
Israel, and thus and thus have I done: 
 
Judges 10:10: And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, saying, We have sinned against thee, 
both because we have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. 
 
2 Samuel 12:13: And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD.  
 
Job 1:22: In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 
 
Psalm 32:5: I acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will 
confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 
 
Psalm 51:3-4a: For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against 
Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight: 
 
Proverbs 14:9: Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour. 
 
Proverbs 14:34: Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:20: For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. 
 
Luke 5:8: When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am 
a sinful man, O Lord. 
 
John 8:34: Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant of sin. 
 
Romans 3:23: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
 
Romans 5:12: Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
 
Galatians 3:22: But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that believe. 
 
1 John 1:10: If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
 
1 John 3:4: Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law. 
 
1 John 3:8: He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
 
1 John 5:17: All unrighteousness is sin:… 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%207%3A20&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges%2010%3A10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%2012%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201%3A22&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2032%3A5&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2014%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2014%3A34&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%207%3A20&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%208%3A34&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%203%3A23&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A12&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203%3A22&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201%3A10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203%3A4&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%205%3A17&version=KJV


 

 

II. LEARN 
 

1. SELECT Our Focus Passage is:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-12:
 
15 And the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: 
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
 

3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And 
he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of 
it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as gods, knowing good and evil. 
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 
7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves aprons 
8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 
9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 
10 And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself. 
11 And He said, who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 
12 And the man said, The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I 
did eat. 
 
 

2.  STUDY 
 

Study Point #1: 
 

The 1st Point is the simple fact that man (&woman) had it made in the shade! God had provided 
them with the perfect place, perfect protection, perfect provision, and perfect peace. All they had 
to do was enjoy loving, trusting, and obeying their Creator and take full advantage of the 
incredible benefits! 
 
Expositor’s Commentary: “Man was ‘put’ into the garden where he could ‘rest’ and be ‘safe,’ and he 
was ‘put’ into the garden ‘in God's presence’ where he could have fellowship with God ( ). Man is 3:8
put in the garden to worship God and to obey Him. His life in the garden was to be characterized by 
worship and obedience; he was a priest, not merely a worker and keeper of the garden.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen%203:8


 

 

The 2nd Point is simply that in this perfect place and within this perfect relationship between 
God, and man, that God set in place a test by which man could express his sincere love, trust and 
obedience to and for God, his Creator; the test was the tree. 

 
McDowell writes, “He gave them a command not to eat of a certain fruit. And so there it was they 
had a choice to make, a voluntary choice to believe God was acting unselfishly and had their best 
interest at heart, or that He was selfishly keeping something good from them.” 

 
Expositor’s Commentary continues: “Enjoyment of God's good land is contingent on ‘keeping’ God's 
commandments. ( ) The inference is that God alone knows what is good for the Deuteronomy. 30:16
man and what is not good for him. To enjoy the ‘good’ man must trust God and obey Him. If he 
disobeys, he will have to decide for himself what is good and what is not good. To people today such a 
prospect may seem desirable, but it is the worst fate that could have befallen humans; for only God 
knows what is good for them.” 

 
The 3rd Point is simply that they failed the test. They ate of the forbidden fruit. Prior to Satan’s 
entrance into the Garden, sin was nowhere to be found. It was only after they made their own 
choice to rebel against God that sin, with all its’ death and destruction, entered into the lives of 
man. And remember Romans 5:12: Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 

 death by sin; and so, death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned…
 
 

3. SUMMARIZE  
 

STATEMENT 1: 
KJV Study Notes: Genesis . God’s command was “thou mayest freely eat”, and this included every 2:16
tree except the tree of the “knowledge of good and evil” in the next verse. The Hebrew conveys very 
emphatically “you may freely eat to your heart’s content,” emphasizing freedom or permission of a 
gracious God.  
 
STATEMENT 2: 
Mc Dowell writes, So, there was a risk within God’s masterly plan to create humans in His relational 
image and likeness. The risk was that they could choose to reject such a relationship. Authentic love 
cannot be forced. God knew this, as well as the consequences if they rejected Him. That is why the 
very hint of His created humans trying to satisfy their needs outside of Him would produce jealousy; 
Ex. 34:14: 14 For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 

God’s jealousy, however, is far from being selfish. He wanted Adam and Eve and all jealous God… 
their descendants to worship Him and Him exclusively-but not because His pride is hurt if they don’t 
or because He can’t stand rejection. Rather, He is passionate about us loving Him and jealous if we 
turn away from Him because He knows loving Him is the only way for us to find joy and 
completeness. 
 
STATEMENT 3: 
KJV Study Notes: Genesis . ‘Thou shalt not eat’ is in the strongest Hebrew form of prohibition: 2:17
‘surely die’ In the Bible there are three deaths: (1) physical death, separation of body and spirit; (2) 
spiritual death, separation of the individual from God; and (3) eternal death, the final estate of the 
lost person in the ‘lake of fire’ (Rev. 20:10, ; termed the ‘second death’, separation from God 14
forever). All was set forth in the hope they make the best decision! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut%2030:16
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen%202:16
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen%202:17
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev%2020:10
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev%2020:14


 

 

STATEMENT 4: 
Mc Dowell continues: God is love, joy, peace, goodness, and everything needed to bring pure 
happiness and joy. James declares, “Every good gift and every perfect gift,” “is from above, and 

). So when God told Adam and Eve to avoid cometh down from the Father of lights” James 1:17
that fruit, He was actually attempting to lead them to unselfish, other-focused living in relationship 
with Him. That kind of relationship would bring great pleasure to Him and deep joy and happiness to 
them;” and still can today. 
 
STATEMENT 5: 
Trees are at the center of man’s redemptive story. In the Garden man is given trees with their fruit 
to eat with only one restriction; the tree of knowledge of good and evil. By choice, man did partake 
of the fruit from the forbidden tree and became separated from God. [They were immediately 
separated spiritually and physically removed from the Garden]. Then, in God’s time, Jesus Christ, 
God’s only begotten Son and Saviour, would shed His blood and give His innocent life for the sins 
of all the world on Calvary’s tree that all mankind might have the opportunity to NOT be 
separated eternally. 

 

 
III. LIVE OUT 

 
Action Step 1: Sit down … take your time … with the Bible as your reference, make a personal list of 
all the things God has provided for you in your lifetime, then thank Him. 

 
Action Step 2: Make another list … take your time … list all the times, instances, and circumstances 
that you were smarter than God; you knew more than God did! 

 
Action Step 3: Finally, make one more list … list all the times … when you rebelled against God and 
His best for your life and the results were just wonderful. 

 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
 

INVITATION 
 

At the cross, at the cross I surrender my life; 
I’m in awe of You. I’m in awe of You. 

Where Your love ran red and my sins washed white, 
I owe all to You. I owe all to You, Jesus! 

 
 
 
 
 
 


