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The Coastal Empire Chapter
February 2019 Update


Featuring the February Beer Call – RSVP Below
 


 
 


Coastal Empire News
 


Thank You for Taking Flight Test “Home for the Holidays”
Our chapter designed, made and sold 28 ornaments just before the holidays – thanks to all who supported us!
The proceeds were used to purchase a Very Large Doll House (VLDH) at the request of our Salvation Army Angel
Tree recipient.
 


 
 


 


Beer Call - RSVP
February 20, 2019


Where & When: Molly MacPherson’s, Wednesday February 20th @ 5:00 p.m.
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Subjects to be considered may include but are not limited to:



FLIGHT TESTING TECHNIQUES: State of the art, international harmonisation, future collaboration.



INNOVATIVE DATA ANALYSIS SOLUTIONS: Associated to new sensing solutions such as video, 
data analytics, breakthroughs like Big Data, Artificial Intelligence.



NEW FLIGHT TEST DOMAINS: Setting up an international framework to guide future flight testing, 
in areas such as autonomous aircraft, electrically powered aircraft or as yet unimagined space 
vehicles.



FLIGHT TEST INSTRUMENTATION: Evolution of technology allowing to better understand air-
craft behaviours.



SHARING OUR COMMON WORLDWIDE RESOURCES: Flight testing is now a global business 
with large manufacturers travelling around the world to find particular climatic or geographical 
conditions, and specific testing facilities and test means.



CARING FOR OUR PLANET: Being responsible flight testers.



PEOPLE POWER: After 100 years of powered flight and 50 years of SFTE symposia, how can 
worldwide cooperation allow us to keep evolving our skillset at the same great rate?



CALL FOR PAPERS



Abstracts shall be no more than 150 words and shall present:



     Title of the paper, Author(s) name(s), organisation(s), e-mail address, phone number
     Scope, Objectives, best practices and lessons learnt, conclusions



Abstracts and Author(s) short biography shall be sent to:  SFTE-Symposium-2019@airbus.com



Submission Deadline: End February, 2019



T O U L O U S E



The first SFTE international symposium took place in 1970 and has rotated through almost all 
Chapters since then until this, the 50th event. By a lucky coincidence, 2019 will also mark the 30th 



symposium organised by the European Chapter.



After the pioneering years of aeronautics characterised by individual nations competing to develop 
their own industries and outstrip the enemy, aerospace and therefore flight testing has been increa-
singly focussed on international cooperation, requiring the exchange of skills and knowledge from 
multiple cultures and technical backgrounds. What better occasion than an international symposium 
held on European soil to celebrate that cooperation, and to learn from our collective 80 symposia?



Papers are invited which build on examples of international cooperation in flight testing happening 
right now, or over the last 50 years of symposia, both successful and otherwise, which can provide 
us for a sound foundation for future attempts to work together.



Mon 10



Tue 11



Wed 12



Thu 13



Fri 14



CALENDAR



Short courses



Symposium



Technical Tour



Toulouse, 4th largest city in France, capital of the Occitanie region, is on the banks of the River Garonne 
in the heart of the south west of France. It owes its nickname of “Ville Rose” (the “Pink City") to the 
use of pinkish terracotta bricks which dress the façades with warming colours, from soft pinks to the 
most flamboyant oranges.



Once the capital of the Visigoths, filled with its 2000 years of history, Toulouse is now the centre 
of the European air and space industry, with leading companies such as Airbus and CNES Space 
Centre. Toulouse is also a knowledgeable city with the 3rd largest university campus in France and 10 
engineering schools.
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The Coastal Empire Chapter 
Society of Flight Test Engineers 
Savannah, GA 
coastalempiresfte@gmail.com 
 



 



October 31, 2018 



 



A Vision for the Coastal Empire Chapter of the Society of Flight Test Engineers 



After the successful 49th International SFTE Symposium in Savannah, GA, the Coastal 



Empire Chapter stands ready to continue the important work of creating 



“…opportunities for promoting the advancement of flight test engineering through 



technical and fraternal communication among engineers whose principal professional 



interest is the flight testing of aircraft…” as is our mission. This effort will require your 



participation on a number of fronts through shared responsibilities and working groups. 



In the short term, we expect to restart our social and professional offerings. We had 



success hosting presenters and social hours in the past and we intend to build upon 



those successes. New to our offerings, will be a to-be-named segment of stories shared 



verbally from the “flight test war rooms” – a company and personnel brand and identity 



sanitized set of presentations on flight test/aviation experiences and stories best told by 



those with firsthand knowledge or, from a historical perspective.  



It would also be in our best interest to share our expertise and offerings with other local 



chapters (EAA, AIAA, SWE…), corporations and individuals. It will only improve our reach 



and our impact. I believe the experimental home builder executing their first round of 



flight tests, deserve as much of our wisdom as the established manufacturers. 



It is my opinion that we must also recognize the hard work of those who endeavor in 



some way to improve our profession through safety, innovation, integrity, education 



and acts of service. The Coastal Empire Chapter will adopt three awards that are offered 



on a monthly, bi-annual or annual scale. A nomination process and award descriptions 



will be created by an action team to guide these selections. 



The Emerald Award: Given on a more frequent (monthly) basis to a member of 



our Chapter or the wider community who has made a timely contribution to our 



profession through shared knowledge or lending a helping hand. 



The Pathfinder Award: Given on a Bi-annual basis to a member of our Chapter 



or the wider community who has made a concerted effort improve safety, 
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methods, assist the aviation community, seek lasting partnerships inside and 



outside flight test that all seek to improve the status of our Chapter. 



The Apollo Award: The highest achievement, given on an annual basis to a 



member of our Chapter or the wider community who has made an impact on 



the National or International level, and is an ambassador for our Chapter and 



our society. As Apollo missions, this recipient went the extra distance for our 



profession. 



At the 2018 Annual Business Meeting, our members reaffirmed that we owe it to our 



Corporate sponsors to deliver upon their investments; the Coastal Empire Chapter will 



seek new ways to ensure our closest Corporate sponsor (Gulfstream Aerospace 



Corporation) benefits from our existence as a Chapter and our Society. We will seek new 



ways to present flight test information and opportunities to our community within the 



Gulfstream flight test campus and solicit feedback from our stakeholders. We will also 



challenge Gulfstream to use our members and volunteers to achieve their corporate-



community goals. 



Our Chapter will seek to responsibly fundraise through the SFTE not-for-profit (SFTE 



registered in Washington State, IRS code 501(C)6) to ensure we continue to offer the 



best to our members. We will do this through organized social events and possible 



corporate/member contributions. Although a large vision, should we chose to accept 



the challenge, our Chapter will attempt to secure representation at the 2019 (50th 



International SFTE Symposium) in Toulouse, France. We will soon encourage all chapter 



members to submit an abstract for consideration at the 2019 Symposium and work with 



them to get it through the relevant channels or authorization. 



Finally, a little goes a long way and we simply need you to act – I charge each one of our 



members with securing this vision. Small working groups or action committees of 



volunteers (Events, Awards, Corporate Relations and Fund Raising) spending little time 



to help us tackle our mission will make us the premier Chapter within our Society. If 



there is a part of this vision you feel passionately about or, would like to contribute to, 



do not hesitate to reach out. 



Thank You for being the Chapter that makes everything possible. 



 



 



 
Jawanza Bassue – President 
Coastal Empire Chapter of SFTE 














Let’s get together for an investigation of Fluid Dynamics (also known as Beer) at Molly MacPherson’s in Pooler.
Registered Chapter Members get ONE FREE DRINK/BEER valued up to $10. See SFTE.org to join the Society
and confirm your chapter affiliation. RSVP Here.


 


 
Opportunity to Volunteer with CE SFTE
The Savannah Coastal Empire chapter of the National Society of Black Engineers would like volunteers for an
event called Megagenesis. A message from Lester Leysath (Gulfstream D&I Ambassador) below:
 
“It’s part college fair, part expo, part talent show, part seminar put on for the community by 100 Black Men of
Savannah. The 1st half is an expo which runs usually around 3 hours. Lunch will be provided”
 
They'd like to use the flight simulator the CE SFTE has setup in the past, to help discuss flight, engineering and
test.
Megagenesis will be held Saturday, February 23, 2019. 
 
Contact Jawanza Bassue for more details or to volunteer.
 
 


50th International SFTE Symposium
June 10 – 14, 2019


The call for papers for the 50th International SFTE Symposium in Toulouse France hosted by the European
Chapter of SFTE has been published Here. We encourage you to submit your abstracts for a chance to present.
The call for papers is traditionally a <150 word abstract emailed to the host Chapter – see instructions attached.
We stand ready to help with getting abstracts, papers and presentations through the proper channels at
Gulfstream for distribution at the Symposium. Submissions end February 28. See you in France?
 
Subjects to be considered may include but are not limited to:


FLIGHT TESTING TECHNIQUES: State of the art, international harmonization, future collaboration.
INNOVATIVE DATA ANALYSIS SOLUTIONS: Associated to new sensing solutions such as video, data
analytics, breakthroughs like Big Data, Artificial Intelligence.
NEW FLIGHT TEST DOMAINS: Setting up an international framework to guide future flight testing, in
areas such as autonomous aircraft, electrically powered aircraft or as yet unimagined space vehicles.
FLIGHT TEST INSTRUMENTATION: Evolution of technology allowing to better understand aircraft
behaviors.
SHARING OUR COMMON WORLDWIDE RESOURCES: Flight testing is now a global business with large
manufacturers travelling around the world to find particular climatic or geographical conditions, and
specific testing facilities and test means.
CARING FOR OUR PLANET: Being responsible flight testers.
PEOPLE POWER: After 100 years of powered flight and 50 years of SFTE symposia, how can worldwide
cooperation allow us to keep evolving our skillset at the same great rate?


 


 
Logitech Joysticks Available
Our chapter has three Logitech Extreme 3D Pro Joysticks that you may check-out for personal use on your
home computers for flight simulators. We recommend purchasing X-Plane 11 for your at home simulations –
review the X-Plane 11 requirements to ensure your personal computer will be able to run the simulator. More
flight training connections and announcements coming soon.
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A Vision for the Future of the
Coastal Empire Chapter


 
If you haven’t already, please take a moment to read the special message attached, from the leadership of the


Coastal Empire Chapter. It outlines a very ambitious path forward following the success of the 49th International
SFTE Symposium and we invite you to be a part of it. We’re looking for volunteers to form action groups
(committees) that will help us execute our specific visions for event planning (to include representation at the


50th International SFTE Symposium in Toulouse France), awards and recognition, engaging our corporate
sponsors and fundraising.
 
Please contact Jawanza or email CoastalEmpireSFTE@gmail.com if you’d like to know more or are interested in
volunteering in an action group.
 


 
Active Chapter Roster


If you do not see your name below, please join the Society of Flight Test Engineers and/or ensure you
have set your SFTE Chapter Affiliation to the Coastal Empire Chapter. Please take a moment to renew
your registration.
 
For help, please email coastalempireSFTE@gmail.com


 
Wade Smith Craig Ziolkowski Adriana Barragan Iberri Ben Luther
John Blankenship Andrew Van Loon Jawanza Bassue Eric Tondreau
Earl Stolz Nathaniel Rutland Gary Greenman Ben Luther
Robert Brock Andrew Wardle Libin Daniel Amit Alex
Mark Mondt, II Jennifer Uchida Jacqueline Cooney Bridget Ollenburg
Mark Glauner Paul Riley Ryan Kikolski Jackson Wiggs
Todd Tetzlaff Curt Cromwell Troy Follak Michael Veley
William Osborne Valerie Thurston-Pittman Frank Brown Conor Denton


 
Volunteer with the Coastal Empire Chapter


 
If you are interested in volunteering to plan or execute events, serve on a committee or


join the Chapter leadership, please see Jawanza or email us at
CoastalEmpireSFTE@gmail.com


 
 


The objective of the SFTE Coastal Empire Chapter is to provide, in the areas of coastal Georgia and South Carolina,
opportunities for promoting the advancement of flight test engineering through technical and fraternal


communication among engineers whose principal professional interest is the flight testing of aircraft and those
engineers in the allied fields of test operations, analysis, instrumentation and data systems.
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I hope you’ve enjoyed this brief message. Please distribute as you see fit.
 


Visit us at CoastalEmpireSFTE.org


 
 


Jawanza Bassue
President, Coastal Empire Chapter


Society of Flight Test Engineers
CoastalEmpireSFTE.org


 





