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Desk based research and review of existing Local Plan project plans

and processes to identify obstacles and challenges to meeting the

2023 deadline.

Officer workshops to discuss key issues, risks and mitigation.

Developing tools to support the preparation of effective project

plans.

DAC Planning in collaboration with Arup, NJL Solutions Ltd, KJM Planning

and Management Ltd and CITIESMODE Planning are working with the

Planning Advisory Service (PAS) to provide Local Plan Project

Management Support to over 20 local authorities in England. This is part

of PAS’s wider programme supporting Local Planning Authorities to get

local plans in place to meet the government’s 2023 plan making

deadline. 

The support is being provided in a number of ways:

The Local Plan Project Management Support project follows on from the

successful completion of 50 Gateway Reviews undertaken by the team on

behalf of PAS earlier in the year.

From the beginning of 2021, the team rolled out over 50 Local Plan

Gateway Reviews (approximately 20% of all English local authorities)

which assessed the risks and opportunities that councils face in getting

an up to date local plan in place by 2023. 

Key outputs included focused advice notes identifying key risks,

mitigation measures and key areas where further support may be

needed to keep plans on track.
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DAC Planning has been busy supporting and advising on the production

of a range of Local Plans over the course of the year. This has included

the complex and high-profile Local Plans for Greater Cambridge, Castle

Point and Wirral. We have also supported Arun District Council and the

London Borough of Redbridge in scoping how to update to their adopted

Local Plans.

In collaboration with Arup, we produced an update to the Infrastructure

Delivery Plan for Maldon District Council, and recently started providing

support to Basildon Borough Council in updating their Infrastructure

Delivery Plan.

We have also supported Nuneaton & Bedworth, Castle Point and Harlow

in work to consider or progress the introduction of a Community

Infrastructure Levy.

Local Authority Support

Office Update
There have been some exciting changes over the last year here at DAC

Planning. Our team has expanded, and we have moved into brand new office

space at the Innovation Centre based at the University of Essex in Colchester. 

Our team now consists of David Coleman (Director) Tim Parton (Associate

Director) Nicki Faulkner (Associate) Charlotte Steele (Planner) Toby Bonny

(Graduate) and Nicola Coulson (Office Manager). Nicki, Toby and Nicola all

joined us this year and we have increased from a team of three to a team of

six. 

September saw us move into our new offices at the Innovation Centre, which

provides us with a local base from which to run our business and a

professional but relaxed meeting space for our clients to visit, and which we

hope to be able to run some events from soon. 

Please feel free to get in contact if you wish to arrange to a time to see our

new offices and pop in for a coffee and a chat with the team.

As part of our services, DAC Planning provide both short and long term support

to community groups producing Neighbourhood Plans.

Here are some of the recent projects that we are proud to have been working

on.

The Salings Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2034 was made on 11th October 2021 by

Braintree District Council. DAC Planning supported the Salings Neighbourhood

Plan group with the production of the Local Landscape Protection Zone

document to manage impacts from proposed growth on the Salings.

DAC Planning produced Basic Conditions Statements and Consultation

Statements the parish councils of for Ingatestone and Fryerning, and Feering

Parish Councils in preparation for the submission of their Draft Neighbourhood

Plans.

We are also providing ongoing support for the review of the Hatfield Peverel

Neighbourhood Development Plan and the production of the Ramsden

Bellhouse Neighbourhood Plan.

Neighbourhood Plans
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