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What We Believe 
 

 
 

 

 

It is impossible to love each other without a sense of mutual (equal) worth and respect for each other. 

Romans 13:10 Love worketh no ill to a neighbor: Therefore Love is the fulfilling of the law. 

1 John 4:20 It is impossible to Love God, whom we’ve never seen and hate our brothers and sisters whom we 
see every day.  God is neither male nor female; God is spirit and spirit has no gender. 

Liberation Theology for all, a theology that frees the oppressed, therefore: 

- Not a male-dominated hierarchy 
- Not oppressive to women 
- Not just European in scope 
- Must relate to People of Color and their various cultures around the world     
- Not oppressive to Lesbian, Gay, Transgender and Bisexual people 
- Allows us to think and discern through human reason and experience          
- Not oppressive to Native Americans or their spirituality or any other 
  oppressive use of scripture. 
- We believe in the teachings of Jesus but we do not dismiss all other  
  faiths as wrong or second to our way of believing. 

God is greater than any religion, denomination or school of thought. 

God is spirit, alive and at work in the Moslem Mosque, the Jewish Synagogue, the Christian Church and the 
Tribal Ritual. God is everywhere present.  We believe the Bible and all great spiritual writings or guides must be 
read taking into consideration the time of their writing, the traditions practiced at that time and the fact that we 
have the right to question and examine all interpretation. 

A person’s belief system: 

- Must be supportive of healthy self-acceptance 
- Must support spiritual growth 
- Must encourage physical, psychic and mental health 

Enlightenment and revelation are continuous and did not stop with the Bible Writers 
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       Unity Fellowship Church, Los Angeles (UFCLA) was founded in 1982 by Reverend 
Carl Bean for openly gay and lesbian African Americans. The first meetings were held in 
the private residence of Rev. Bean, on Cochran Avenue in Los Angeles.  In 1984, a reorganization 
took place in the last residence of the late Archbishop William Morris O’Neill, located on South 
Burnside Avenue (also the ordination site of our founder).  

       Weekly Bible studies then moved to the home of Deacon Christine Tripp. UFCLA received its 
nonprofit status in 1985. The first UFCLA public worship service was at the Cockatoo Inn on Haw-
thorne Blvd in Inglewood. It was then decided by the membership to move the worship service to a 
more central location, so that it would be more accessible to those on public transportation. The new 
location was the Ebony Showcase Theatre on Washington Boulevard , which was an integral part of 
the culture of the black community. Public worship continued at the Ebony Showcase Theater until 
1988. It was then that Unity Fellowship Church purchased its first property, and moved to West Jef-
ferson Boulevard. 

       The Unity Fellowship Church Movement (UFCM) was registered in 1990 as a nonpartisan 
nonprofit organization, headquartered at the Jefferson Boulevard site. Presently, the UFCM network 
is far reaching with various national departments, urban outreach ministries, the national mass 
choir, periodicals and constituency-based programs nationwide. 

Unity Fellowship Church Movement 

The primary work of the UNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH MOVEMENT (UFCM) is to PROCLAIM 
the “SACREDNESS OF ALL LIFE”, thus focusing on empowering those who have been op-
pressed and made to feel shame.  Through an emerging international network, the UFCM works to 
facilitate social change and improve the life chances for those who have been rejected by society’s in-
stitutions and systems.  Although it’s pivotal work focuses on the urban weak and powerless, the 
scope of its work is inclusive and has significance for all people. 
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Unity Fellowship Church Movement 
National Headquarters 

9608 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90003 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 78342, Los Angeles, CA 90016 

http://www.ufcmlife.org 
 

From the Office of Archbishop Carl Bean, D. Min., Founder/Presiding Prelate 
 

October 2 - 8, 2017 
 
 
 
 

35th 
Anniversary 

 
FOUNDER/PRESIDING  PRELATE 
Archbishop Carl Bean, D.Min. 

 
House of Bishops 
Sr. Bishop Zachary G. Jones 
Bishop Jacquelyn Holland 
Bishop Harris Thomas 

 
Board of Elders 
Rev. Elder Gerald N. Green 
Rev. Elder Dorothy Harris 
Rev. Elder Benita Ramsey 
Rev. Elder Kevin E. Taylor 
Rev. Elder Russell E. Thornhill 

 
Board of Directors 

 
President 
Archbishop Carl Bean 

 
Vice President 
Sr. Bishop Zachary G. Jones 

 
Treasurer 
Rev. Elder Russell E. Thornhill 

 
Secretary 
Rev. Elder Dorothy Harris 

 
Board Members 
Bishop Jacquelyn Holland 
Minister Stephanie Phillips 
Rev. Elder Gerald N. Green 
Rev. Elder Benita Ramsey 

YES, ALL  ARE WELCOME: 

To the celebration of our 35th YEAR OF PROCLAIMING 
SPIRITUAL FREEDOM FOR ALL!!! 

Freedom to say YES!! 

YES, to your unique presence in the universe.....YES, to your 

continuous discovery and growth.....YES, to life and that more 

abundantly .....YES, to self-appreciation and love 

YES, to financial freedom.....YES, to healthy love/intimate 

relationships .....YES, to wholeness in mind and body..... 

YES, to facing doubt and fear; conquering and growing through . 

them.....YES, to your part in the ongoing fight for equality and 

social justice for ALL.....YES, to your gifts and talents.....YES, 

to INFINITE WISDOM AND DIVINITY in and through 

everything! 

Most of all... ..YES, to the ROYAL LAW..... "THOU SHALL 
LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF" 

 
Let us do all we can this week to create the atmosphere of GOD'S 
.... "YES!" 

Happy 35th  anniversary family! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Archbishop Carl Bean, D.Min. Founder 
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Senior Bishop Zachary Glenn Jones 
Presiding Prelate of  Jurisdiction 2 
Unity Fellowship of  Christ Church New York City, NY— In Residence 

 
“If you must say yes, say it with an open heart. If you must say no, say it without fear." 

Paulo Celho -The Brazilian lyricist, and novelist. 
 

Greetings Unity Fellowship family: Welcome to our 35th year anniversary, and Convocation. Our theme 
given to us by our Archbishop is, “Yes”. Many of our churches that I attended this year have used this 
powerful theme for different occasions in their local church.  As I think about this year’s theme, "Yes”, I 
reflect upon the quote by Paulo Coelho, that states our “Yes” requires an open heart. It takes an open heart to
move our organization to the next level. It takes an open heart to work together in support of one another. It 
takes an open heart to love. 
 
This year we will be  asked to say “Yes” to many new ways of operating within our movement. We have 
made tremendous strides in our work and throughout the world over the past 35 years. Now we are at a 
pivotal point in the life cycle of our movement. We are seeking to shift our work load amongst the Laity in 
ways we haven’t done in the past. We know that there is divine talent within our movement that needs to be 
tapped into for a global purpose. We are initiating a main presence for our young clergy under the age of 
forty five, known as the, “Game Changers.” They will participate with a presence and a “Yes” that will 
change the world.  
 
We are calling all of our Trans brothers and sisters to respond to our, “Yes” to support them, in ways that 
says to them, we know that you are qualified to serve your country and serve your denomination. We want 
to continue to place them in major leadership and in ambassador roles throughout our movement. 
 
Saying Yes with an open heart is important because it helps the flow of new ideas. When God gives us new 
ideas he/she always seeks the heart to go with it. We know that God has big things in store for UFCM. I am 
constantly speaking with our co-leaders and clergy leaders who spiritually see and hear all that we as a 
movement can be. However, There is no way we can forge forward without saying “Yes.” 
 
Then there is the No’s. Paulo Chelho says, “ If you have to say No say it without fear.” What a powerful 
statement to make. We don’t have to worry about the No’s, because we have love. Perfect love cast out fear. 
So if we do have to say No, it should not be taken as a negative but as an opportunity to ask the questions 
that will turn those No’s into a Yeses. We do this by working together and growing together towards and 
for the justice in the world we would like to see.  This year we welcome all of you to be apart of the next 
generation of people who understand that a willing heart and a willing “Yes.” has made a difference in the 
past and will lead us into our future. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Sr. Bishop Zachary Jones,  
Member of the House of Bishops 
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Bishop Jacquelyn Holland 
Presiding Prelate of  Jurisdiction 3  
Unity Fellowship of  Christ Church Charlotte, NC— In Residence 

 
 
 
 
Greetings UFCM Family: 
 
Welcome to another Holy Convocation. 35 years of walking in light, love and the power of social 
justice. We come together once again to worship God, honor each other and celebrate the 
incredible ministries that this great movement has created in and outside of the country.   
 
The theme “Yes” has reverberated in our hearts and minds during 2017. It propels us forward and 
pushes us to march into 2018 with a determination to fight even harder against the injustices that 
plagues our people and continues to ravish our communities. 
 
Embrace each opportunity this week to re-energize. Grab a bit of peace through the songs, grab a 
bit of knowledge and inspiration from the workshops, feast on the spoken word. Be sure to get all 
that you can and can all you get. 
 
Remember to be the change you are looking for this week. Pray each day to bring a positive and 
loving spirit to each element of this amazing experience. 
 
 
 
Yours In Faith, 
Bishop Jacquelyn Holland, 
Member of the UFCM House of Bishops 
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Bishop Harris Thomas 
Presiding Prelate of  Jurisdiction 4 
Unity Fellowship Church of  Baltimore, MD— In Residence 

Peace and many blessings! 
I want to welcome you to this year’s threefold celebration of the Unity Fellowship Church Movement. Our
Founder and Presiding Prelate, the Archbishop Carl Bean, heard the voice of God and his “YES”, saving
countless lives of LGBTQQ people of faith in the United States and around the world. Hearing that “God
Is Love and Love Is for Everyone” gave them the hope that so many needed to hear. As they begin
believing that they were not an abomination and unworthy of God’s love. 

As a licensed and ordained Elder, I left my last church broken, scattered and deciding never to enter 
another church and specially to enter another pulpit. It was not until meeting Bishop Cheeks and attending 
Inner Light Unity Fellowship Church, that I began to discover God a new! My partner, Willie Hinton and I
knew this family and assembly was where God was leading us. My comfort level heightens further after
meeting with the Archbishop. 

The first celebration is in recognition for the 40th anniversary of the Motown recording, “I Was Born This
Way” sung by Carl Bean. Played by countless DJs in our favorite clubs, many remember how we screamed
and danced as the beat of the music rang out behind the words, “I’m happy, I’m carefree and I’m gay, I
was born this way”! 

Secondly, we’re celebrating the 35th Anniversary of Unity Fellowship Church Movement. Established in
1982 with the birth of Unity Fellowship of Christ Church founded in Los Angeles, California. The first
Christian church whose outreach was primarily focused towards LGBTQQ faith community and people of
color. 

Finally, we are celebrating our 24th Holy Convocation. The annual gathering of all the churches in the
Unity Fellowship Church Movement. All 14 churches, one ministry and two fellowships coming together
to fellowship and honor the 35 years of working for freedom, liberation, and social justice. 

Whether this is your first or your 24th convocation, I would like to welcome and invite you to take
advantage of the many workshops, the morning plenary, evening worship services, our two lunches (one
being the state of the movement address), the Saturday gala and above all the Sunday Ordination Services. 

 

Love Always; 

 
Bishop Harris Thomas, 
Member of the UFCM House of Bishops 
Founding Co-Pastor, Unity Fellowship Church of Baltimore 
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Elder Gerald N. Green 
Elder Dorothy Harris 
Elder Benita Ramsey 
Elder Kevin E. Taylor 
Elder Russell E. Thornhill 

It is with great joy that we welcome you to Newark, New Jersey for the 35th anniversary of the Unity Fellow-
ship Church Movement, founded by Archbishop Carl Bean. The Archbishop’s journey of visiting those living with 
HIV and AIDS, pastoring the Mother Church, growing the denomination and living the motto, “God is love and love is 
for everyone” is a blessing to the world. God continues to bless us with churches and ministries around the country and 
in the Caribbean who “Proclaim the Sacredness of All Life!” UFCM spans from California, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Maryland, Washington, DC and Jamaica. Seeds are 
being sown for our future Unity Fellowship Church Movement Ministries where God is planting new work in service to 
our communities. 

The Board of Elders is profoundly grateful to our Founder and Presiding Prelate, Archbishop Carl Bean, whose vision 
lives on in his off-spring. We honor his heart of compassion which brought forth the first message of unconditional love 
to the world for all of God’s children. We also honor the House of Bishops, pastors and all who are a part of this great 
work.  Join us as we welcome our newest Elder, Rev. Leslie Burke.  Her years of service, love, compassion, and medical 
expertise will be a blessing to the leadership, people, and work of UFCM.  WELCOME! 

AS WE MOVE FORWARD, THE BOARD OF ELDERS SAYS, “YES” to the will of God as we purpose to grow in 
the vineyard. 

As we enter this week and beyond, let us purpose to stand for and with all our family, including our Transgender sisters 
and brothers who are in the service for our nation, home, abroad, and in local communities. Family, join us in saying 
“YES” to life for everyone in a Trans-experience as we “Proclaim the Sacredness of ALL life”. 
Remember… “WE ARE THE MOVEMENT” 

The National Board of Elders 

 

 

 

Unity Fellowship Church Movement 
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  Unity Fellowship Church Movement  
National Pastor’s Council 

http://www.ufcmlife.org 

October 2-8, 2017 
35 years ago, because of your unparalleled spiritual integrity and 
character you said “Yes”. Because of that “Yes” thousands of 
souls were set free. Through your spiritual nurturing and guidance, 
the face of the nation has been changed. You showed 

Jurisdiction One 
FOUNDER/PRESIDING PRELATE 
Archbishop Carl Bean, D.Min 
Rev. Elder Benita Ramsey 
(Riverside, CA) 
Rev. Elder Gerald N. Green 
(Los Angeles, CA) 
Rev. Elder Russell E. Thornhill 
(Los Angeles, CA) 
Rev. Leslie Burke 
(Los Angeles, CA) 
Rev. Nevin Powell 
(Jamaica) 
Rev. RomieWilford 
(San Diego, CA) 

 
Jurisdiction Two 
Sr. Bishop Zachary G. Jones 
(Harlem, NY) 
Rev. Elder Kevin E. Taylor 
(Newark, NJ) 
Rev. Akousa McCray-Peters 
(Washington, DC) 
Rev. Jeffrey Haskins 
(Philadelphia, PA) 
Rev. Gerard Williams 
(Buffalo, NY) 

 
Jurisdiction Three 
Bishop Jacquelyn Holland 
Rev. Elder Dorothy Harris 
(Columbia, MD) 
Rev. Sonja Lee 
(Charlotte, NC) 
Rev. Robert Arrington 
(Charleston, SC) 
Rev. Marissa Pendermon 
(Atlanta, GA) 

 
Jurisdiction Four 
Bishop Harris Thomas 
(Baltimore, MD) 
Rev. Dr. Jamie Washington 
(Baltimore, MD) 
Rev. Victoria Castillo 
(Trenton, NJ) 

us real love that healed and transformed our very being. From 
that place of healing we were transformed because of the God in 
you, Archbishop! We joyfully declare “Yes”, God is love and 
love is for everyone! 

 
The current atmosphere appears to still be starving for that 
message. As your son’s and daughter’s, we followed your 
example and said “Yes” so that that message might be spread. 

 
We gather today to honor the one who fathered this movement! 
There can never be enough words to describe our love for you 
and your sacrifice. We have only our lives dedicated to the vision 
that you gave to us that was given to you by God. That and our 
willingness to say 

 
“Yes” is all we will need to transform the world. 

Lovingly, 

The UFCM Pastors Council 
 
Sr. Bishop Zachary Jones Bishop Jacquelyn Holland 
Bishop Harris Thomas 
Elder Benita Ramsey Elder Kevin Taylor 
Elder Dorothy Harris Elder Gerald Green 
Elder Russell Thornhill 
Rev. Dr. Jamie Washington Rev. Akousa McCray-Peters 
Rev. Gerard Williams Rev. Jeffrey Haskins 
Rev. Leslie Burke Rev. Marissa Pendermon 
Rev. Nevin Powell Rev. Robert Arrington 
Rev. Romie Wilford               Rev. Victoria Castillo 
Rev. Sonja Lee  

Love Is For Everyone! 
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Kofi Afua Adoma, Ph.D.  
 
As I meditate on this message to my fellow laity in the Movement, I am witnessing multiple re-
minders of why this year’s theme, “Yes” is so essential, especially in 2017 and beyond. We are liv-
ing in a world in which people are attacking those most vulnerable and marginalized at an in-
creased rate. Every day, we are witnessing more violent hate crimes, trauma, harassment, assaults 
of all kinds, and injustice all around us. Too many of our youth are becoming numb to what is go-
ing on and have yet to comprehend the magnitude of our historic/herstoric struggles and sacri-
fices made on their behalf. Certainly, there is much to be critical of during these trying times. The 
powers that be challenge us to decide whether to stay engaged in those struggles and be a part of 
the resistance, or to give up. However, I know that God is BIGGER than all of the strife that we 
are experiencing. I know a God that is mightier and more powerful than the negative forces of the 
world. One of my favorite scriptures is within Luke 10:19 which stays engraved in my spirit: Be-
hold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the 
enemy and nothing shall by any means hurt you. I invite you to join me in saying “Yes” to recog-
nizing our power through God’s deliverance and grace and acknowledging the greatness within us 
to stand firm against injustices that affect humanity. Your “Yes” to serving our Unity Fellowship 
Movement is key to the social change that is needed to heal the world from its wounds and tur-
moil. I encourage you to look inward and take a moment to say “Yes” to the God in you, and see 
for yourself how miracles happen. Let us look forward to a week of worship, fellowship, pride, ex-
changes of loving kindness and affirmation, and joyful celebration of the “Yes” that God has for 
us. Best wishes and blessings for a fruitful Holy Convocation. 

Yours in the struggle, 

 
Kofi Afua Adoma, Ph.D., 
UFCM Lay Leadership Council 

 

Unity Fellowship Church Movement 
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Greetings to all! 
 
 I take this time to share my thoughts with you regarding the transgender community and the sad state 
of affairs in which we find ourselves, especially during the current administration. First and foremost, it 
makes my heart proud to see the Unity Fellowship Church Movement (UFCM) taking such a strong stand on 
issues relating to the transgender community; especially during these difficult times. Unfortunately, the 
transgender community is often the last letter in the LGBT acronym to be recognized or acknowledged in a 
positive light.  Still, it is only when tragedy strikes that any attention is given to this marginalized community.  
Why is it that this group of individualized people is STILL marginalized, disregarded, ostracized, and the fo-
cus of the current administration? As a Hispanic transgendered man of faith, I struggle with my emotions, 
because this particular issue hits so close to home.  It is impacting on a community of which I am so proud to 
be a part.  We still have a long way to go! 
 On September 15, 2002, I arrived at Unity Fellowship of Christ Church, New York City (UFC-NYC) 
and I knew that I had found a place to call my home.  Now 15 years later, I am more dedicated than ever to 
the UFCM! I want to take the time to give heartfelt thanks to Archbishop Carl Bean for his vision; also to Sen-
ior Bishop Zachary G. Jones, for your willingness to leave California, for your sacrifices all these years, and 
for meeting me in Brooklyn, NY, during a time where I was looking for answers and a new direction in my 
life.  Thank you both for your “Yes.” 
 In my mind, I too had a vision and a glimpse of who I was, but I could not articulate it, or even advo-
cate for myself. I simply just knew that I had arrived at the right place! It all happened and clicked when I 
heard the message “God is Love and Love is for Everyone.” I immediately began to believe that I too was 
loved, exactly the way that I was, unapologetically! I was worthy, and God loved me, a transgendered man! It 
was here in my home church, UFC-NYC, where I grew into and became the man that I am today! I am truly 
grateful to UFCM and to this work called Social Justice! 
 Before I can continue with “My Yes,” I must say No--No to the injustices that are being done in and to 
my community. I must say No to the current administration and all those who feel that they have the right to 
dictate who can and cannot serve in the military, when these are positions that are strictly held on a volunteer 
basis.  Such injustices are unacceptable and I will no longer be intimidated or silenced. I must continue to be 
a voice for the voiceless. I can no longer stand idle, while my transgendered brothers and sisters, Hispanic or 
not, are being murdered, or ostracized from fulfilling their fullest potential. I encourage you to be all that you 
can possibly be with Christ Jesus, because with God all things are possible! 
Today, I have a Masters in Social Work (MSW), but I remember a time when I was recovering from active addic-
tion.  I was in a halfway house, and I noticed that there were no Hispanic social workers, in that local hospital 
where I was being treated.  

 

The Witness of  Trans Experience 
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 It was then that I knew inside me that I wanted to become a social worker and represent my peo-
ple. I thought deeply about those who got lost in the system because of the language barrier, or lack of 
education, and I wanted to help that community.  After 8 years of college, I achieved exactly what I had 
wanted! I received my MSW and officially held the title of being a social worker. I knew that having this 
degree would open many doors for me, and allow me to be part of an arena which, without that degree, 
would be off limits to me. I now officially had access to a community which was poorly represented. 
 The message of hope and love gave me strength to step out on faith and to start my own process 
of transitioning. I thank God that I had a supportive church family who accepted me for who I was. It 
was important for me when I first came to UFC-NYC to be a part of the Men’s Committee. I had many 
male role models who had qualities that I knew I wanted, as a man. Some of my role models include 
Senior Bishop Zachary G. Jones, Elder Sage Paul Darling, Reverend Jeffery Haskins, Reverend T. 
Gerard Williams, among many others. All these models and all the men at UFC-NYC accepted me as I 
was, and they never said I could not go to the annual men’s retreats. I was simply accepted as one of the 
guys!  I grew and transformed through the years into the man that you see before you today. Because of 
the love and support I received at my church home, I made the firm decision to start transitioning at my 
place of employment. I thank God that I was supported by my manager, who, when I went into her of-
fice and told her who I really was--a transgendered man--she immediately sent out a mass e-mail in-
forming the entire staff on the proper pronoun to use when addressing me.  She also provided me with a 
culture of acceptance. At that time, I worked in Greenwich Village. Perhaps this helped with the open 
reception that I received. I thank God that I was not terminated! They could have held the belief that it 
would cost them (insurance company) too much money to keep me. I thank God that gender did not 
really matter!  What mattered so much was that I was treated like a human being, a person with profes-
sional and clinical skills, and valuable to the agency, and not like somebody from a freak show! I thank 
God that coming out as a transgendered male had absolutely no negative impact on me, or on my ability 
as a social worker.  
 Clinically speaking, I had a healthy transitioning process, to the point that it happened effort-
lessly, and I almost forgot that I went through it. Also clinically speaking, I perform better as a social 
worker because I have more insight than most people with two degrees will ever have. I have lived two 
different lives in one lifetime:  the first part of my life, the female, addictive life vs. the male, sober life. 
The past nine 9 years have been the best years of my life!  I attribute this to being comfortable in my 
own skin, something that for many years I had despised!  
I love myself today. There is no more self hate. I love my life, and I am ever so grateful for my wife and 
the life we continue to build together. I wonder how different my life could have been today, if for one 
minute my boss did not embrace me the way she did that afternoon when I came out to her! Imagine if 
she would have terminated me, denying me access to the medical insurance necessary to pay for all of 
my surgeries.  Just imagine! 
 God knew exactly what I needed. God knew I needed a church home and a church family who 
was accepting of me just as I was. God knew I needed a place of employment where I would not be 
judged.  God just simply knew! And it was all in divine order, and the rest is history. This is my story, 
this is my journey. I will continue to be informed and educate myself in areas that may not be familiar to 
me, so I can continue to be an advocate for those who do not have a voice or who cannot articulate their 
wants and needs.   
 I will continue to say “Yes” to social justice and may God continue to give me the strength to fight 
the good fight of faith. I pray that all of my transgendered brothers and sisters know in their hearts, that 
they are loved, accepted, and respected just the way they are! And no pope, no bishop, no president, etc. 
can ever separate you from the love of God. Or stop you from becoming or achieving everything your 
heart desires.  
 
Que Dios Los Bendiga Siempre!    
El Reverendo Dani Calderón 
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Archbishop Carl Bean  
Ms. Dionne Warwick & 

During the Legendary  
Minority AIDS Project Benefit 

“Coming Home For Friends” 
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Tributes & Honors  

Archbishop Carl Bean, D.Min, 
Founder &  Presiding Prelate, 

Unity Fellowship Church Movement 
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First giving all praises and honor to the most high my   
beloved Divine Spirit (God). It's been a journey and I 
wouldn't trade it. Because I am the person that I am be-
cause of it. 

I would like to thank Archbishop Carl Bean for your, "Yes". You 
have been very instrumental for the person I turned out to be. 
Thank you Minster Sandra Hudson-Carr your spiritual guidance 
has truly nourished my development ( your the mother God sent). 
Ms. Annie Wooden-Shaw thank you for all the early morning and 
late night talks and all the encouragement when I second guess 
myself ( my birth mother).  
 
Today I stand tall and walk with my head hold up and I know Di-
vine Spirit loves me. I am truly humbled to serve such an amazing 
God. I pray the remain humble, grateful and willing as I spread the 
great news of your unconditional love.  I stand in my truth strong 
but humble black transman that proudly loves God. 

 

Sincerely,  
Deacon- Elect Zarion Ashton Wooden  

CONGRATULATIONS FROM: 
 
Annie Wooden-Shaw (mother) 
Eddie C. Shaw (grandmother) 
Min. Sandra Hudson (spiritual mom) 
Linda Carr (dad) 
Debra Howard (aunt) 
Betty LuVert (aunt) 
Sherry Craig (aunt) 
Ka'Drienn Green (great-nephew) 
KieMarri Green (great-nephew)  
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OUR DEAR 

DDEACON    EL  

 

GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU TO BE A SPECIAL BLESSING TO 
US ALL… 

 

AND WE THANK GOD FOR ORDERING YOUR STEPS AND 
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE SWEET SPIRIT, THE 

COMPASSION, AND THE STRENGTH OF FAITH THAT 
INSPIRES US EACH DAY. 

 

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU, AND LOVE YOU SO VERY 
MUCH.   

 

YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND RECIEVERS OF YOUR 
DAILY MESSAGE OF INSPIRATION.  
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Special Thanks & Commendations 
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God is Love and Love Is For Everyone 






