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God Is Love and Love Is For Everyone! 

It is impossible to love each other without a sense of mutual (equal) worth and respect for each other.
Romans 13:10 Love worketh no ill to a neighbor: Therefore, Love is the fulfilling of the law. 
1 John 4:20 It is impossible to Love God, whom we’ve never seen and hate our brothers and sisters 
whom we see every day. 
God is neither male nor female; God is spirit and spirit has no gender.

Liberation Theology for all, a theology that frees the oppressed, therefore:

•	 not a male-dominated hierarchy

•	 not oppressive to women

•	 not just European in scope

•	 must relate to People of Color and their various cultures around the world

•	 not oppressive to Lesbian, Gay, Transgender and Bisexual people

•	 allows us to think and discern through human reason and experience

•	 not oppressive to Native Americans or their spirituality or any other oppressive use of scripture.

We believe in the teachings of Jesus, but we do not dismiss all other faiths and beliefs as wrong or 
second to our way of believing.

God is greater than any religion, denomination or school of thought.

God is spirit, alive and at work in the Moslem Mosque, the Jewish Synagogue, the Christian Church and 
the Tribal Ritual. God is everywhere present.

We believe the Bible and all great spiritual writings or guides must be read taking into consideration the 
time of their writing, the traditions practiced at that time and the fact that we have the right to question 
and examine all interpretation.

A person’s belief system: 
	 must be supportive of healthy self-acceptance 
	 must support spiritual growth 
	 must encourage physical, psychic and mental health

Enlightenment and revelation are continuous and did not stop with the Bible writers.

What We

Believe
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Unity Fellowship Church, Los Angeles (UFCLA) was founded in 1982 by Reverend Carl Bean for openly 
gay and lesbian African Americans. The first meetings were held in the private residence of Rev. Bean, 
on Cochran Avenue in Los Angeles. In 1984, a reorganization took place in the last residence of the late 
Archbishop William Morris O’Neill, located on South Burnside Avenue (also the ordination site of our 
founder).

Weekly Bible studies then moved to the home of Deacon Christine Tripp. UFCLA received its nonprofit 
status in 1985. The first UFCLA public worship service was at the Cockatoo Inn on Hawthorne Blvd 
in Inglewood. It was then decided by the membership to move the worship service to a more central 
location, so that it would be more accessible to those on public transportation. The new location was 
the Ebony Showcase Theatre on Washington Boulevard , which was an integral part of the culture of 
the black community. Public worship continued at the Ebony Showcase Theater until 1988. It was then 
that Unity Fellowship Church purchased its first property, and moved to West Jefferson Boulevard.

The Unity Fellowship Church Movement (UFCM) was registered in 1990 as a nonpartisan nonprofit 
organization, headquartered at the Jefferson Boulevard site. Presently, the UFCM network is far 
reaching with various national departments, urban outreach ministries, the national mass choir, 
periodicals and constituency-based programs nationwide.

The primary work of the UNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH MOVEMENT (UFCM) is to PROCLAIM the 
“SACREDNESS OF ALL LIFE”, thus focusing on empowering those who have been oppressed and made 
to feel shame. Through an emerging international network, the UFCM works to facilitate social change 
and improve the life chances for those who have been rejected by society’s institutions and systems. 
Although it’s pivotal work focuses on the urban weak and powerless, the scope of its work is inclusive 
and has significance for all people.

Church

Our

History

Mission
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Love Is For Everyone!

    

Love Is For Everyone! 

Unity Fellowship Church Movement 
National Headquarters 

5149 W. Jefferson Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90016 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 78342, Los Angeles, CA 90016 

http://www.ufcm.life.org 
 

From the Office of Archbishop Carl Bean, D. Min,  
Founder/Presiding Prelate 

 
October 1 – 7, 2019 

 
Welcome Family to our 25th Annual Spiritual Convocation - 
“PROGRESSIVE"!!!!!!! 
 
This is one of the most important periods in the history and development 
of this country!  Basic Human Rights are under attack in every way and 
it involves the forces that are supposedly committed to defending them.  
In times like these......WE MUST BE SURE WHERE WE STAND......  
 
Let us be reminded of the words of Dr. King; NONE OF US ARE FREE 
UNTIL ALL OF US ARE FREE......WOMEN, LGBTQ, PEOPLE OF 
COLOR, REFUGEES, AND THE LIST GOES ON....... 
 
Let us not be frightened by any of the words used to describe those 
involved in the RESISTANCE....i.e. Liberals, Socialist, Feminist, 
etc.....while fully understanding that we have the right to self-identify!!! 
 
To be "PROGRESSIVE"......is not to be imprisoned by yesterday in 
any way, but rather to be open to newness of thought, insight, 
interpretation, and experience!!!  The ability to listen, share, and 
compromise while still demanding that.....JUSTICE AND 
EQUALITY......be available to ALL.......and that......NO ONE IS 
ABOVE THE LAW...... 
 
Use this time for reflection, nurturing, supporting, healing, and most of 
all....EXPANDING.... yourself in every way in order to be...... 
LEADERS.....in such a time as this!!!!! 
 
Wholeheartedly  
"PROGRESSIVE"  
 

Archbishop Carl Bean 
Archbishop Carl Bean, D.Min. Founder and Presiding Prelate 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

FOUNDER/PRESIDING PRELATE 
Archbishop Carl Bean, D.Min. 
 
 
House of Bishops 
Sr. Bishop Zachary G. Jones 
Bishop Jacquelyn Holland 
Bishop Harris Thomas 
 
Board of Elders  
Rev. Elder Leslie Burke 
Rev. Elder Gerald N. Green 
Rev. Elder Dorothy Harris 
Rev. Elder Benita Ramsey 
Rev. Elder Kevin E. Taylor 
Rev. Elder Russell E. Thornhill 
 
Board of Directors 
 
President 
Archbishop Carl Bean 
 
Vice President  
Sr. Bishop Zachary G. Jones 
 
Treasurer 
Rev. Elder Russell E. Thornhill 
 
Secretary 
Rev. Elder Dorothy Harris 
 
Board Members 
Bishop Jacquelyn Holland  
Rev. Elder Gerald N. Green 
Rev. Elder Benita Ramsey 
Minister Stephanie Phillips 
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Welcome my brothers and sisters:

I am so excited about this year’s Convocation! I can’t wait until I see each one of my Unity family 
members. As I sit here and type this letter I am reminded of my personal blessings from God and his/
her healing power that’s at work in each of our lives. Storm Florence is on its way at category levels 
which is threatening many of our southern states. Causing some of our family members to have to 
evacuate their homes. I’m so glad I know who is the Lord of every storm and I am trusting that God’s 
divine protection will prevail in each person’s lives through the storm. We pray for all families who have 
been impacted by Florence. 

As we turn our focus to this year’s Convocation our theme is “Progressive.” Progressive Christianity is 
characterized by a willingness to question tradition, acceptance of human diversity, a strong emphasis 
on social justice and care for the poor, the oppressed ,and environment stewardship of the earth. 
Progressive is about moving in a purposeful direction. Progressive is about challenging the status quo, 
especially when the status quo is destructive to those who suffer in silence. We can not unlearn what we 
have learned. Nor can we undo what we have experienced.

Many of our brothers and sisters feel the fight for LGBTQ justice is over. The attitude of many people 
are, “All we have to do now is show up and people will accept and respect us as we are”. Several days ago 
as I was studying the treatment of same gender loving people in places where people are still suffering 
at the hand of their government, family and society.The fight is not over! The acceptance of human 
diversity in many cases is only tolerated and not accepted.

As we take a look at the federal minimum wage of $7.25 an hour, we must realize that wages that don’t 
provide opportunities for people to improve their lives contribute to inflation, addiction, and family 
instability. We must place an even greater emphasis on social equality for millions of Americans.

We must progress with an awareness that each step must be one that takes us closer to the shared 
values of equality and social justice. It is my prayer that we use this week to recommit to each one 
of these values by embracing diversity which includes our Jewish brothers and sisters, our Islamic 
families and all others who may worship and honor God differently from the way we do. It is important 
that we place our focus on economic and other social issues of the people we serve.

As we come together for our Holy Convocation, we must talk about the dark side of conservative ideas 
and leave with the inspiration to recommit to the liberation of our brothers and sisters in the cities 
where we do our work. Knowing that we will be challenged to see each day as an adventure and an 
opportunity to lift the poor and to stand in our truth that God is love and love is for everyone.

Sr. Bishop Zachary G. Jones/Member of the House of Bishops

Jurisdiction 2

Bishop
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Greetings UFCM Family, Friends and Allies

Welcome to convocation 2018.  What an amazing blessing it is, to celebrate another Holy Convocation.  
God has brought us through twelve additional months.  Truly there have been some ups and some 
downs, yet we can say God was with us the entire time. 

This year’s theme Progressive, charges us to be the change in the world. Progressive speaks to 
movement and action. We are called to shift our thinking and grow with the changing climate of 
the times. Progressive behooves us to, remain tapped into social justice issues and the needs, of our 
community.  Additionally, as people of faith, it is imperative that we remain vigilant and hopeful in this 
trying time. 

We should follow the example of Jesus the Christ who was quite progressive in his day. Jesus brought a 
message of love for God, self and neighbor. This message, challenged the consciousness of the religious 
leaders. Jesus was present for his people, always available to teach a lesson and offer healing. 

This week, purpose to open your heart and mind to all of the inspirational  opportunities, that will 
come your way. Take advantage of the workshops, the nightly services and the love which is acquired 
from interacting with your brothers and sisters.  If you are fully present I guarantee you will receive a 
surplus of blessings. 

Peace and Marvelous Blessings

Bishop Jacquelyn Holland 
Presiding Prelate 
UFCM Jurisdiction 3

 

Jurisdiction 3

Bishop
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Peace and many blessings:

I welcome you to Charlotte, North Carolina and the Unity Fellowship Church Movement’s 2018 Holy 
Convocation. Whether you are a first timer, return visitor or a seasoned member, you are part of our 
family. We believe that, “God is Love and Love is for Everyone”!

I want to especially thank the leaders and members of Jurisdiction 3 for their hard work putting 
together this year’s Holy Convocation. And, for taking it to the next level. I’m sure everyone who comes 
and takes advantage of the opportunities will enjoy themselves and next year will be even better.

Holy Convocation is an opportunity for us to learn and fellowship. Let us not forget, that we are the 
legacy of Archbishop Carl Bean’s dream. A dream that founded the first Black Affirming space for 
LGBTQ persons of faith. We honor him and his work as we continue the fight for social justice and 
equality for all. Ordaining new candidates into ministry, opening new churches and freeing the hearts 
and minds of God’s people by living, teaching and preaching a progressive understanding of the sacred 
texts. 

In closing, I want to encourage you to take full advantage of this opportunity to learn new things, meet 
new people, and above all take a step into a new dimension of spirituality.

God Love You and So Do I!

 

Bishop Harris Thomas 
Member of the UFCM House of Bishops

Jurisdiction 4

Bishop
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September 11, 2018 
 
 
Greetings! 
 
I would like to welcome all of the attendees of the Unity Fellowship Church 
Movement to Charlotte for your 2018 Convocation on September 30- 
October 7, 2018.   
 
I hope that those here from outside the Charlotte area will enjoy their stay 
and experience all that the largest city in the state of North Carolina has to 
offer, from the wonderful eateries to the Levine Center of the Arts with its 
variety of museums, just to name a few. 
 
Best wishes for a successful and enjoyable event.   
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Vi Alexander Lyles 
Mayor 
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Rev. Jeannette Hickman
Nan Walker, Ph.D.
Aliyah Southerland
Harold Giles, Jr.
Charles Lee
Edwin Lee
William Lee Parker
Barbara Smith
James Collins, IV

UFC Charlotte

PatronList
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CONGRAT
ULATIONS
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Elder-Elect	

	
	

Pastor,	
Rev.	Dr.	Jamie	
Washington	

	
	

You	are	a	light	in	
our	family.		

Our	parents	and	
grandparents	are	
honored	by	your	

life.	
	

Cheryl			
Washington,		

Gale	
Washington	

And	A	Host	of	Family	
and	Friends	

	

C 
O 
N 
G 
R 
A 
T 
U 
L 
A 
T 
E 
S 
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UFCB:	
Deacon-Candidates	

	Nakia	Gear	
Annette	Mann	

	
We	Are	So	Proud!	

	

Sabrina	Garrett,		
Twilla	Taylor		

and		
A	Host	of	Family	
and	Friends	
Say…	

C 
O 
N 
G 
R 
A 
T 
U 
L 
A 
T 
I 
O 
N 
S 
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Unity Fellowship 
Church Of  
Baltimore  

Congratulates 
Deacon Nakia Gear 

Deacon Annette Mann 
 

On their elevation to the next level of ministry 
                    

 
 
 
 

4007 Old York Road 
Baltimore MD 21218 

Dr. Rev Jamie Washington & 
Bishop Harris Thomas, Co-Pastors 

“God Is Love And Love Is For Everyone” 
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“God Is Love, And Love Is For Everyone” 

Congratulates 
 

Rev. Elder Dr. Jamie Washington 
 
 4007 Old York Road Baltimore MD 21218  

Rev. Elder Dr. Jamie Washington & Bishop Harris Thomas,  
Co-Pastors 

 

Unity Fellowship Church 
Of 

Baltimore 
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24 CONGRATULATIONS
UNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH MOVEMENT 
ON OUR 2018 ANNUAL HOLY CONVOCATION

And when they had appointed and ordained elders for them in each church with 
prayer and fasting, they committed them to the Lord in Whom they had come 
to believe [being full of joyful trust that He is the Christ, the Messiah]. Acts 14:13 
The Amplified Bible (Zondervan Publishing House)  
 

I was introduced to the Unity Fellowship Church Movement over twenty-five years 
ago. I came broken and in need of patience, healing, and guidance. I was encouraged 
to become an usher, which was my first taste of meeting people where they are (God 
knew what God was doing). I served as the usher, then studied for six years, training 
as a deacon, minister and reverend.  On Sunday, May 19, 2002, I was installed by 
Archbishop Carl Bean and Senior Bishop Zachary Jones as the founding pastor of the 
newly chartered church, popularly known as Unity Fellowship Church of Washington, 
DC. It is with total humility that I embrace ordination as an “Elder” in the Unity 
Fellowship Church Movement, and vow to serve with dedication, determination, 
perseverance, humility, integrity, with my heart where God resides; and the 
information gathered over the last six years of my studies as a Master of Divinity 
graduate and the ensuing Doctor of Ministry Degree I will receive May of 2019.  

I will move forward with my colleagues in this movement, as a progressive individual 
(making use of or interested in innovative ideas, findings and opportunities) to take 
this movement to its highest level of service, accountability and one that will change 
the lives of people through prayer, preaching and teaching and political activism that 
God Is Love and Love Is For Everyone.  
 

Rev. Elder-Elect Dyan Akousa McCray-Peters

“PROGRESSIVE”
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DEACON CANDIDATE ALTORIA
WHITE

There is nothing I’d rather do than serve the “Kingdom of God”. 
Never being seen for title or position. Never seeking to gain 
personally or for my own benefit. Never walking past the hurt of 
others without attempting to do “spiritual surgery” to revive a 
broken soul and lead them to the”Fountain of Life”. Never hurting 
others or allowing others to be hurt. 

But ensuring continued order in the “Kingdom of God” that all who 
crosses my path may know of their own free will -God and the 
blessings inherently that follows , not for a second, not for a minute 
but for a lifetime. 

With blessings and love, 
Deacon Candidate Altoria White

Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 
 

 

With words of gratitude and encouragement, I am 
grateful for Unity Fellowship Church Movement, 
giving honor to Arch Bishop Carl Bean, Bishop 
Jacquelyn Holland and my Pastor Elder Dorothy 
Harris.   
 
I honor Spirit, my church, girlfriend and friends. 
Thank you for supporting my journey to become a 
Deacon.  I am called, chosen and anointed to spread 
the liberated gospel of God! I stand in the gap for 
the forgotten and left out. To God who is able to 
provide all sufficiency, in all things and at all times; 
I encourage my brothers and sisters to follow the call 
of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deacon Candidate Cole Terrance Randolph Williams 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia  
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The Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia celebrates  

the Ordination of   

Deacon Candidate Altoria White 

And  

Deacon Candidate Cole T. R. Williams  



33CONGRATULATIONS   

Unity Fellowship Church Movement for  

36 years of Social Justice Ministry.  

 

Bless you Archbishop Carl Bean for your vision, the 
House of Bishops for carrying the torch, and Elders, 
Pastors and members for all that you do to make this 
world a better place by Affirming the Sacredness of 
all Life. We are honored to be a part of this great 
Movement.   

 

Rev. Elder Dorothy Harris and  

Mrs. Willette Parrish-Harris  

Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia  
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WORKSHOPS
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THURSDAY WORKSHOPS
•	 New Voices Sermon Clinic
•	 Clergy Track (Required)
•	 Reverends
•	 Conversation with Bishop Holland
•	 Meditation for Clergy
•	 Pastors’ Council
•	 Partners’ Corner (Partners of Revs & Pastors)
•	 Domestic Violence Awareness & Prevention
•	 Progressive Relationships
•	 Seniors
•	 Behind The Mask (Mime Ministry)
•	 What We Believe
•	 Choir Rehearsal

FRIDAY WORKSHOPS
•	 New Voices Sermon Clinic
•	 Clergy Track (Required)
•	 Deacons
•	 Deacon Candidates
•	 Ministers
•	 Homosexuality & The Bible
•	 The Art of Sermon Preparation & Delivery
•	 Starting a Fellowship with UFCM
•	 Navigating the LGB/Transgender/Non-Binary Medical System
•	 Mental Health
•	 Progressive Music Ministry
•	 12 Step Programs
•	 Exploring The Dangers of
•	 Forming Transgender Networks
•	 Behind The Mask II
•	 Jesus as a Community Organizer: Building a Base of Disciples

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS
•	 Baptism
•	 Youth & Young Adult Summit
•	 Sistah Space
•	 Brotha Space
•	 MIL space
•	 Major: Documentary Film Screening and Discussion
•	 People of Faith in the fight for Social Justice
•	 Good Grief
•	 Behind The Mask Showcase
•	 Successfully Navigating Dating, Love, Marriage & Family in the 21st Century
•	 Trustees – trustees from local churches

SATURDAY NIGHT
•	 Dinner/Dance Social Event

WORKSHOPS SCHEDULE
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We are very happy and proud, as you join generations
of ministers in the Phillips family!

With love and congratulations,

From Rev. Adrienne Phillips,
on behalf of our family, those still
here and those who have passed on, and
From Barb and Nikki Turner, your new family.

Reverend Elect Stephanie Phillips-
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“BEFORE I FORMED THEE IN THE BELLY I KNEW THEE;

AND BEFORE THOU CAMEST FORTH OUT OF THE WOMB

I SANCTIFIED THEE, AND I ORDAINED THEE A PROPHET

UNTO NATIONS.” JEREMIAH 1:5

Elder-Elect Gerard Williams



Living On Purpose

Specializing in Depression, 
Bipolar, Self-esteem, Anxiety, 

Relationships and LGBTQIA
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HONORS

pastor janyce jackson jones

consecration to elder 2018

“ May God Continue 
to Bless You and 
Your Ministry in 
Social Justice.”

Our Dearest Pastor Janyce Jackson Jones, 
Your family is so proud and loves you dearly.  
We congratulate you on your Consecration to 
Elder this October 2018.
Love Your Family,
Dawn, Tyler, Tony, Shatema, Mike, 
Uncle Sam, Denise, Phil, Sean and Jelani

© ALL RIGHTS RESERVED / VALERIE A. JONES
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L I B • E R • A T E
T H E  L I B E R A T I N G  T H E O L O G I E S  S P E A K E R  S E R I E S
I S  A  O N E - D A Y  E X P E R I E N C E  E X P L O R I N G  V A R Y I N G
T H E O L O G I E S  W I T H  A N  E M P H A S I S  O N
L I B E R A T I O N  A N D  I N C L U S I O N  F O R  T H E
O P P R E S S E D  A N D  M A R G I N A L I Z E D .  

O C T .  6 ,  2 0 1 8

Charlotte Museum of History 
3500 Shamrock Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28215

F O R  M O R E  I N F O  V I S I T  W W W . F C S J . O R G @ F R E E D O M C E N T E R N C

8 : 0 0 A M - 4 : 0 0 P M

Bishop Yvette Flunder 
Queer Theology

Bishop William J. Barber 
Black Liberation Theology

Dr. Robyn Henderson-Espinoza 
Activist Theology

Bishop Tonyia Rawls 
Moderator

J O I N  U S  N E X T  Y E A R  F O R  L I B E R A T I N G  T H E O L O G I E S    
T H E M E :  W O M A N I S T  T H E O L O G I E S  

 
 

C H A R L O T T E  M U S E U M  O F  H I S T O R Y  
M A Y  2 5 T H ,  2 0 1 9  
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F O R  M O R E  I N F O  V I S I T  W W W . F C S J . O R G

Bishop Tonyia M. Rawls and the staff of the Freedom Center for
Social Justice offer our congratulations to Unity Fellowship

Church Movement on your 2018 Convocation.

CONGRATULATIONS!

THE FREEDOM CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE (FCSJ) IS A CULTURE-SHIFTING ORGANIZATION
COMMITTED TO THE GROWTH, SAFETY AND EMPOWERMENT OF THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY.
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our
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UFCM’S Convocation 2019 and 2020

Under the direction of: 
Bishop Jacquelyn Holland, Elder Dorothy Harris, Rev. Sonja Lee,  
Rev. Robert Arrington, and Rev. Maressa Pendermon

The Leadership of 
Jurisdiction 3 sends a

to all the Volunteers and community supporters

who planned Convocation 2018.

You are a Blessing to this Movement.

THANK YOU

will host

Heartfelt

Charlotte, NC
Bishop 
Jacquelyn Holland, MDiv 
Presiding Bishop






