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INTRODUCTION

Townships are rooted in Michigan’s early history, and the state remains one of roughly
20 in the nation that maintain a township form of government. Today, Michigan includes more
than 1,200 townships. The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act authorizes township planning
commissions to prepare plans and zoning recommendations, while township boards are
empowered to adopt and enforce zoning ordinances.

Because land is one of a community’s most valuable resources, its misuse can have lasting
negative impacts. Increased awareness of environmental concerns and development pressures
has underscored the importance of thoughtful land use planning. Townships typically include a
blend of agricultural, commercial, industrial, and residential uses, but unlike more densely
populated cities and villages, they generally emphasize open space, rural character, and larger lot
sizes.

The Clinton Township Master Plan establishes a framework for the future use of land within the
Township. It reflects the commitment of Township officials to responsible planning and
recognizes the importance of clear, consistent land use policies for both local government and
residents. In accordance with Section 7 of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, the purpose of
the Master Plan is to guide decision-making by the Planning Commission and Township Board
on matters related to land use, community development, and capital improvements, while
promoting a coordinated and sustainable development pattern.

This Master Plan is a long-range guide for the physical development of Clinton Township,
generally looking five to ten years into the future. While it provides direction, it is not a
regulatory document; rather, it serves as a policy tool to inform decisions made by Township
officials and the public regarding land use and development.

Recognizing that conditions, priorities, and community needs evolve over time, this Plan is
intended to be flexible. It should be reviewed and updated as necessary to ensure it continues to
reflect the goals and vision of Clinton Township and its residents.



CLINTON TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

The Master Plan serves as a practical expression of the goals established for the future
growth of Clinton Township. It outlines a strategy for development aimed at reducing land use
conflicts, taking advantage of available opportunities, and guiding growth in a way that supports
the community’s health, safety, and overall well being.

General land use locations were determined by analyzing existing conditions, including current
land use, topography, wetlands, transportation networks, cropland, and soil characteristics. Each
land use category was then matched with this data to identify the most appropriate placement on
the Land Use Plan Map.

The Zoning Map designates areas for agriculture, agriculture residential, suburban residential,
high-density residential, recreation and open space, commercial use, and light industrial
development.

As illustrated on the Zoning Plan Map, agricultural land comprises the largest share of the
Township and includes both farmland and agriculture residential areas.

Suburban residential and high-density residential development is concentrated along the
Tecumseh-Clinton Highway. These areas naturally extend the residential pattern of the Village
of Clinton and can be efficiently supported by existing village services.

The US-12 corridor is intended to accommodate commercial uses that serve both local residents
and highway travelers. It functions as a key route connecting larger cities and serves as a primary
entry point to the Irish Hills region.



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The Clinton Township Master Plan is guided by a set of goals for each land use category.
As the Township looks ahead, it aims to manage growth in a balanced and thoughtful way. All
land uses must be taken into account to ensure a well planned community where needs are met
across the board. Clinton Township seeks to reduce land use conflicts while maximizing
opportunities for agriculture, industry, commerce, and residential living by placing each in
appropriate locations supported by necessary services.

Residential development should be designed to maintain an appealing living environment, offer a
variety of housing options, preserve existing homes, and ensure that new housing is built in areas
with adequate services and compatibility with surrounding land uses.

Commercial development should align with the community’s overall character and land use
patterns. It should provide goods and services in accessible locations while supporting safe and
efficient traffic flow.

Industrial land use should support existing businesses while attracting new ones that create jobs,
strengthen the tax base, and contribute to improved community services and facilities.

Agricultural land is a vital component of Clinton Township and should be protected from
encroachment by incompatible uses, ensuring the continued viability of farming as a livelihood.

Environmentally sensitive lands and areas with recreational value should be preserved and
protected for their natural assets, benefiting both current residents and future generations. Open
spaces are especially important, as once they are developed, they are no longer available to
wildlife or the community.

The overall objective of this Master Plan is to promote the most effective use of land throughout
Clinton Township. No single land use should be considered more important than another; all
play a critical role in supporting a balanced and thriving community.



PHYSICAL SETTING

Clinton Township encompasses approximately 18.1 square miles in the northeastern
portion of Lenawee County. It is situated near several neighboring communities, including Saline
to the east, Tecumseh to the south, and the Village of Manchester to the north, along the border
with Washtenaw County.

The Township’s landscape is characterized by generally level to gently rolling terrain, with
elevations ranging from approximately 830 to 940 feet above sea level. This topography supports
a mix of agricultural uses, rural residential development, and natural features typical of the
region.

Clinton Township is located within the Eastern Time Zone (EST/EDT). Geographic coordinates
for the Township are approximately 42°04' north latitude and 83°58' west longitude.

PHYSICAL SETTING--COUNTY

Welcome to Lenawee County. The name “Lenawee” (pronounced LEN-a-way) is derived
from a Shawnee word commonly interpreted as meaning “Indian.” The County is predominantly
agricultural, though industrial and commercial development has continued to expand in recent
years. The Irish Hills area has long been a well-known tourism and recreation destination,
attracting visitors for generations. Lenawee County is also home to more than 50 lakes, most of
which were formed by retreating glaciers during the last Ice Age.

Lenawee County was established in 1826 from the western portion of Monroe County, making it
one of the earliest organized counties in what was then the Michigan Territory (prior to Michigan
achieving statehood in 1837). The county seat was originally located in Tecumseh before being
moved to Adrian in 1837. An early courthouse constructed there was destroyed by fire in 1852;
the current Lenawee County Courthouse was completed in 1885 and remains a prominent
historic structure near downtown Adrian.

Today, Lenawee County is governed by a nine-member Board of Commissioners and, as of
recent estimates (2024), has a population of approximately 97,700 residents.



CLINTON TOWNSHIP

Clinton Township is bordered on the east by Macon Township, on the south by Tecumseh
Township, on the west by Franklin Township, and on the north by Bridgewater Township in
Washtenaw County. By sharing boundaries with jurisdictions in both Lenawee and Washtenaw
Counties, Clinton Township pledges to coordinate and cooperate with neighboring communities
and other agencies in the preparation and ongoing updating of this Master Plan.

The most recent population estimates (2025-2026) place Clinton Township at approximately
3,700 residents total, with about 2,450-2,500 residents in the Village of Clinton and roughly
1,200-1,250 residents outside the Village. The population distribution remains relatively stable,
with only minor fluctuations in recent years. The age composition of the community continues to
reflect a balanced mix of residents, including youth, working-age adults, and seniors, with a
gradual trend toward an aging population consistent with broader regional patterns in rural
Michigan.

The majority of soils in Clinton Township are classified as having severe limitations, meaning
they present constraints that can make intensive development difficult or questionable without
significant mitigation. These areas are often best suited for greenbelts, nature preserves, and
wetland protection. In addition, smaller pockets of very severe soils are present throughout the
Township, which typically require extensive infrastructure improvements, such as centralized
sewer systems to support development.

The River Raisin flows through the heart of Clinton Township, contributing to a landscape that
includes numerous ponds and lakes. Recreational activities such as canoeing and kayaking are
popular along the river, with access points including Tate Park in the Village of Clinton and the
Red Mill Dam in nearby Tecumseh.

Soils that are relatively free of major limitations for urban development are primarily located
within and immediately surrounding the Village of Clinton. These areas extend south along both
sides of Tecumseh-Clinton Road to the Township boundary and west from the Village along
both sides of US-12 to the Township limits, where conditions are most suitable for residential
and commercial growth.



EXISTING LAND USE CHARACTERISTICS

Clinton Township is primarily rural in character, while also containing established areas
of residential, commercial, and industrial development. The Township encompasses
approximately 10,950 acres in total. The Village of Clinton is located in the northeastern portion
of the Township and operates under its own zoning ordinance and permitting authority,
independent of Township regulations.

Residential land use within Clinton Township generally reflects an east—west pattern. The
eastern portion of the Township is predominantly rural, characterized by agricultural land,
farmsteads, and scattered single family homes along roadway corridors. In contrast, the western
portion exhibits a greater concentration of residential development, particularly in and around the
Village of Clinton. Here, residential uses are more clustered but still extend outward in a linear
pattern along primary roads.

Commercial development in the Township is limited and strategically located. Most commercial
uses are concentrated along major transportation routes, particularly US-12 and Tecumseh-
Clinton Highway, where visibility and traffic volumes are highest. Additional commercial
services are available within the Village of Clinton, which serves as a local service center for
Township residents.

Industrial uses are also primarily located along major corridors, especially US-12 and Tecumseh-
Clinton Highway, taking advantage of transportation access and infrastructure. Some additional
industrial activity is present within the Village of Clinton.

Agricultural land use remains a dominant feature of the Township, particularly in the eastern
half, with additional agricultural areas located in the southwestern portion. Overall, agriculture
represents a significant share of Clinton Township’s land base and continues to play an important
role in shaping its rural character and economy.



TRANSPORTATION

Clinton Township is served by a network of regional and local transportation facilities
that support both internal circulation and connections to surrounding communities. The primary
highway serving the Township is US-12, which enters from the eastern boundary, passes through
the Village of Clinton, and continues westward out of the Township. This corridor serves as a
major east west route for regional travel and local access.

Another key roadway is Tecumseh-Clinton Highway, which begins at US-12 in the Village of
Clinton and extends southward to the Tecumseh. Together, these routes form the backbone of the
Township’s primary transportation system and support residential, agricultural, and limited
commercial and industrial uses.

In addition to these major corridors, Clinton Township is served by a network of paved and
gravel roads that generally follow the section line system, providing structured access throughout
the rural landscape.

Rail service is provided by a rail line historically associated with the Conrail system, which runs
parallel to Tecumseh-Clinton Highway and terminates in the Village of Clinton. Today, portions
of this line are utilized for excursion and recreational rail activities by the Southern Michigan
Railroad Society.

Air transportation within the Township is limited to small scale facilities, including the private
grass airstrip known as Honey Acres, located north of US-12 and east of Bartlett Road. This
facility supports light general aviation use.

EDUCATION

The majority of educational services for Clinton Township covering approximately 1,875
parcels are provided by the Clinton Community Schools. A smaller portion of the Township,
approximately 90 parecels, is served by the Tecumseh Public Schools.

Residents of Clinton Township also have access to a wide range of higher education
opportunities within a reasonable commuting distance. Several colleges and universities are
located within approximately 60 miles, including Adrian College, the University of Michigan,
Eastern Michigan University, Washtenaw Community College, and Jackson College. In addition,
Jackson College operates satellite instructional sites in the Adrian and Tecumseh areas, further
expanding local access to post-secondary education and workforce training opportunities.
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HEALTH CARE

Health care services for Clinton Township residents are supported by a network of
regional hospitals, specialty centers, and local providers. Major medical facilities serving the
area include ProMedica Charles and Virginia Hickman Hospital in Adrian and ProMedica
Toledo Hospital, which provide a broad range of inpatient and emergency services. Additional
regional care is available through Trinity Health Michigan facilities, including hospitals in
Ypsilanti and Chelsea, as well as the University of Michigan Hospital, which offers advanced
specialty and research based medical care.

Urgent care and walk in medical services are also readily accessible in nearby communities,
including Adrian, Saline, and Tecumseh, providing residents with convenient options for non-
emergency treatment.

Within Clinton Township itself, a range of health related professionals operate local practices
and services, including primary care physicians, dental providers, physical therapists, and other
outpatient health practitioners. Many of these providers are affiliated with the larger regional
hospital systems, ensuring residents have access to both local care and specialized medical
services when needed.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Emergency dispatch services for Clinton Township are coordinated through the Lenawee County
Central Dispatch, which handles all 911 calls for police, fire/rescue, ambulance, and animal
control services.

Fire protection and basic life support services within the Township are provided by the Clinton
Fire Department. Funding for fire operations is supported in part through a dedicated Township
millage. The Fire Department is governed by a joint Fire Board consisting of two members from
the Township Board and two members from the Village of Clinton Council, ensuring shared
oversight and coordination between jurisdictions.

In addition to serving Clinton Township, the Fire Department operates under contractual
agreements to provide fire protection services to neighboring communities, including
Bridgewater Township, Macon Township, and Manchester Township. The department’s
combined service area covers approximately 56 square miles, extending well beyond the
Township boundaries.

Emergency medical transport services are provided by Lenawee Community Ambulance, which
serves both Lenawee County and portions of Washtenaw County. Ambulance services are
dispatched through the county’s centralized emergency dispatch system to ensure coordinated
response with fire and other emergency services.
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ANALYSIS

Clinton Township is a predominantly rural community characterized by a mix of agricultural
land, low to moderate density residential development, and limited commercial and industrial
uses. A significant portion of residential development consists of homes located on larger
parcels, including five acre lots and small planned unit developments, which help maintain the
Township’s rural character while providing flexible housing options.

Given its location within commuting distance of several regional employment centers and larger
municipalities, Clinton Township continues to experience steady development pressure.
Population trends suggest gradual interest in rural living, driven by preferences for open space,
lower density environments, opportunities for home based land uses such as hobby farming or
animal ownership, and a perceived higher quality of life. Housing demand in the Township is
also influenced by its proximity to employment, education, and services in surrounding urban
areas.

Clinton Township supports a diverse land use pattern in which residential, agricultural,
commercial, industrial, and recreational uses coexist. The challenge for future planning is to
maintain this balance by guiding growth in a way that preserves rural character, protects
agricultural resources, and ensures that new development is compatible with existing land use
patterns and infrastructure capacity.

POTENTIAL ASSETS AND OPPORTUNTIES

Clinton Township possesses a number of important assets that will continue to shape its future
growth and development. These strengths provide a foundation for guiding land use decisions,
supporting economic stability, and maintaining the Township’s rural character.

One of the Township’s key advantages is its access to strong regional transportation networks.
Major routes such as US-12 and nearby connecting corridors provide convenient access to
surrounding urban centers, employment areas, and essential services. This connectivity supports
both residential mobility and economic opportunity while allowing the Township to retain its
rural identity.

Another significant asset is the abundance of high quality agricultural land. Much of this land is
relatively flat, contiguous, and well suited for farming operations. Preserving these agricultural
areas is essential, as conversion to nonfarm uses can permanently reduce their long term
productivity and economic viability. Maintaining agriculture also helps sustain the Township’s
rural landscape and heritage.

Overall, the existing land use pattern in Clinton Township generally supports continued
agricultural activity and well planned, efficient development. This existing structure provides a
strong framework for future growth, allowing the Township to accommodate change while
protecting its most valuable natural and economic resources.

12



PLAN IMPLEMANTATION

The concepts and principles outlined in this Master Plan should guide decision making as
Clinton Township continues to develop and evolve.

The primary tool available to implement the Master Plan is the Clinton Township Zoning
Ordinance. When properly applied, the zoning ordinance recognizes existing land use patterns
while guiding future development in a manner consistent with the goals and policies of the Plan.
As new development occurs, zoning regulations help direct growth toward the desired long term
land use framework.

In this way, the Master Plan serves as a policy guide for zoning decisions. It is important to
recognize that the Plan cannot foresee every future condition or development challenge, nor can
it precisely determine the exact location or timing of all future land uses.

Because of these uncertainties, it may occasionally be necessary to make adjustments to the Plan
map as conditions change and new information becomes available. However, the fundamental
concepts and policy directions established by Clinton Township should remain the guiding basis
for all planning and zoning decisions.

The adoption and consistent enforcement of a zoning ordinance based on a well reasoned and
comprehensive Master Plan will help ensure the continued development of a safe, orderly, and
efficient Township that reflects the long term interests of its residents.

13



&% & Census Reporter

Clinton township, Lenawee
County, Mi

Search for places, tables, topics, or glossaries scarch

County Subdivision in: Lenawee County, M, Michigan,

3,728

Population

United States

18.2 square miles

205.2 people per square mile

Census data: ACS 2024 5-year unless noted

Find data for this place

Search by table or column name...

(=]

© Mapbox © OpenStreetMap

Demographics Age
T Margin of error is at least 41 Population by age range Population by age
10‘percent of the total value. 0-910-1920-2930-3940-4950-5960-6970-7980+ category
Take care with this statistic. Median age
18
Ellttl\:‘ies(s:;r;ar:;h:zﬁfure in st 1 1456t - to Uidler
ena e niy: % g
A0t 125 12%! 18
about the same as the figure in 9%t 18 to 64
Michigan: 40.2 ; &5 and
little higher than the fi i s
a IA e nigher than the hgure in ShDWdata/Embed over
United States: 38.9
Show data/Embed
Population by age category (Table BO1001) Viewtable
Column Clinton Lenawee County Michigan United States
Under 18 24.1%t  =5.2% 900 $1945 20.5% 0% 20217 =557 212% 0% 2140484 263334 22% 0% 73.517.834 +38.8868
18to 64 &1%T  T% 2274 2628 591% 0% 58175 928 60.1% 0% 6061011 *110489 408% *0% 203771037 722491
65andover  14.9%! 3% 554 1121 204% 0% 20023 27296 1B.6% 0% 1876266 176049  17.2% 0% 57,633,628 500133
Hide data
1 Margin of error is at least Sex Race & Ethnicity
10 percent of the total value.
Take care with this statistic. Fema WhiteBlackNativeAsianlslanderOtherTwo+Hispanic
e Male
* Female
94%
Show data/Embed includes respondents of any race. Other categories are non-Hispanic.
Show gata/Embedoot 0% 1%t 3%! 2%t
Table BO3002 View table
Column Clinton Lenawee County Michigan United States
White 93.9% +24% 3,501 =91 B4.8% 0% B3433 243 724% +0% 7,291,631 #4818 57.4% 0% 192214380 +30948
Black 0.2%'  204% 9 =16 23% 0% 2248 £150 1319% 0% 1,321,347 £6026 119% 0% 39896128 46,712
Native 0% 0% 0 = 0.1% 0% 102 56 0.3% 0% 30,921 #1116 0.5% 0% 1,698,432 9057
Asian 04%! 20.5% 16 =19 0.3% 0% 326 454 34% 0% 343,096 2765 59% 0% 19,678,814 222,770



Economics
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