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                                              November 2025 
  

       

HLAA - Fort Worth meets on the second Saturday of each month 

in the fellowship hall of Central Christian Church, 3205 Hamilton Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76107. 
Snacks and mingle at 9:30 a.m. and meeting at 10:00. Please join us and bring a friend! 

We offer real time captioning and assistive listening systems for communication accessibility. 
 Captioning is provided courtesy of Cauthen & Associates Court Reporting and CART Services.  

 
 

November 8 Speaker: David Scheibe, “Loud & Clear!” 

A Veteran Speaks about Hearing Loss 
An educational presentation on understanding, preventing, and supporting veterans  

with hearing-related challenges. 

David Schible is coming at his own expense from the Savannah, GA area to offer this enriching 
program for veterans, their families, and associates. 

 
David Scheibe proudly served for 20 years as an Infantryman in the United 
States Army, participating in combat operations in both Afghanistan and Iraq. 
During his military service, David noticed a change in his hearing. He continued 
to serve with determination, eventually becoming a Drill Sergeant and earning 
the title of Drill Sergeant of the Year, demonstrating his resilience and dedica-
tion. David now serves as HLAA’s Vice President of Veterans Across America. 
Hear his inspiring story and learn about resources for veterans and others. 
Please come and bring others! 

 Let’s give a warm welcome to David Scheibe! 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: The Scope of the Problem, Causes of Hearing Loss among Veterans, Hearing 
Conservation and Protection, Emotional and Social Impact, Diagnosis and Treatment, The Role of the VA, Assist-
ive Technology and Innovation, How Families and Communities Can Help, and Resources and Support. 

 
December Program 

 

Holiday Brunch with Entertainment by the Gold Tones. 

 
 

Photo Credit: The photograph of The Fort Worth Herd on our Heard In Fort Worth banner is used by permission 
of The Fort Worth Herd and its sponsor, the City of Fort Worth Parks and Community Services Department.  



 

Joyce’s Jargon  

 
 
Greetings, 

The chapter board has planned an exciting meeting for November 8th. We will celebrate Veteran’s Day 
in a BIG way – hopefully with all of you. We have invited a Boy Scout Troop to present the Colors and 
have a special speaker from the Veterans Across America virtual chapter of HLAA. David Schible will 
share his story with hearing loss and his involvement with the virtual chapter. We’ve shared this meet-
ing with VFW and American Legion groups and with the Audiology Dept. at the Veteran’s Clinic. 

Secondly, I hope you will join us as we fellowship together at our first fundraiser at Panera Bread,1700 
University Dr.  The chapter will receive 25% of sales between 10:00 & 3:00 if the code FUND4U is used.       
Invite your family and friends to join us for lunch. 

The following Saturday, November 15th, the chapter will have a vendor table (free of charge) at the 
Walk to End Alzheimer's at Clearfork. It’s a great event, and our own Sharon Huber will be “Sparklette 
D. Clown” for the morning! 

Joyfully, 
 
Joyce Parlin     
Chapter President 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA) is the leading voice of 
the growing number of people with—and at risk of—hearing loss in the 
U.S. We advocate to increase access to care and treatment, break down 
stigmas through education and awareness, and empower people with 
hearing loss through a nationwide community of support. Our work im-
pacts millions, improving the lives of people with hearing loss, and ele-
vating the importance of hearing health and accessible communication 
through national legislation and public policy and a network of chapters, 
state organizations, and grassroots efforts. 
 

Hearing Loss Association of America, 6116 Executive Blvd., Suite 320, Rockville, MD 20852. 301-657-2248 
 

2025 Chapter Board of Directors  
 
President: Joyce Parlin (kjparlin@hotmail.com) 
Vice-President: Sharon Huber (hazelle77@yahoo.com) 
Secretary: Ann Marie Flint (ann.flint2@icloud.com) 
Treasurer: Patricia Hindman (patricia.hindman16@gmail.com) 
Newsletter Editor: Dan White (daniel.white761@gmail.com) 
Librarian/Historian: Judy Oetting (judyoetting@earthlink.net) 
Program Chair: Melissa Forsythe (melissa.forsythe@att.net) 
Hospitality: Janice & Delton Parker (jandelparker@att.net) 
 
 

Heard In Fort Worth 
This newsletter is published by the 

Fort Worth Chapter of the 
Hearing Loss Association of America 

Website: www.hearinglossfortworth.com 
Email: fortworthHLAA@gmail.com 

Mailing address: Box 1310, Euless TX 76039 
Telephone: 817-966-1947 or 817-228-8041 

 

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=4417388-1&h=426337540&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hearingloss.org%2F&a=The+Hearing+Loss+Association+of+America+(HLAA)
mailto:patricia.hindman16@gmail.com
mailto:daniel.white761@gmail.com
mailto:judyoetting@earthlink.net
mailto:melissa.forsythe@att.net
http://www.hearinglossfortworth.com/


 

     Cut, save, copy, and distribute this flier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
We Elect Chapter Officers in November 
Chapter bylaws call for an annual election in November. All our current officers are willing to continue serving 
for another year if re-elected. See the list of officers on page 2. Other nominations are welcome if the person 
agrees to serve. If you would like to serve as a chapter officer, you may submit your own nomination. Nomina-
tions can be offered at this month’s meeting. Many of you have talents and interests that would contribute to 
the usefulness of our meetings and other functions. 



 
October Program Summary 

MED-EL: Leading Edge Cochlear Implant Technology 
Presented by Janet Lane, MED-EL Engagement Manager 
Summarized by Darlene Liesner from the meeting transcript provided by  
Carrie Gibson of Cauthen & Associates Court Reporting and CART Services 

 
 

        
 

At the October 11 HLAA meeting, Janet Lane, Consumer Engagement Manager, Southwest Region, engaged the 
audience in a lively discussion of MED-EL cochlear implants. Ms. Lane is a teacher of the deaf and a speech lan-
guage pathologist. For seven years, Ms. Lane worked in Innsbruck, Austria with Dr. Ingeborg Hochmair, owner 
and CEO of MED-EL. Dr. Hochmair invented the cochlear implant. MED-EL’s mission is “To help people overcome 
hearing loss as a barrier to communication and quality of life.” 

There is a candidacy requirement for cochlear implantation. A person generally needs to have severe-to-pro-
found hearing loss and poor speech comprehension scores. Cochlear implant candidates usually have high fre-
quency hearing loss which means they cannot hear consonants. As a result, they cannot understand speech very 
well. The cost of a cochlear implant to an individual depends on their insurance. Many insurances and Medicare 
do cover implantation surgery. 

MED-EL has the thinnest implant. The surgeon drills a shallow bed in the skull where the implant lies. The im-
plant is flexible. Skulls come in different shapes. MED-EL emphasizes individualization. The surgeon sends an MRI 
or CT scan of the cochlea to MED-EL. Using its OTOPLAN software, MED-EL measures the length of the cochlea. 
The surgeon then chooses the correct length of electrode array for complete cochlea coverage. 

The electrode array is the cooked spaghetti-like piece of the implant bearing the electrodes which replace the 
damaged hair cells in the cochlea. Using the soft surgical technique, surgeons insert the electrode array into the 
cochlea with their hands and a small forceps. After surgery the surgeon sends another image to MED-EL. 

With MED-EL’s OTOPLAN software, the audiologist can see where each electrode lies and program the patient’s 
audio processor accordingly. MED-EL has FDA approval for hearing preservation, natural sound quality, and music 
appreciation. 

The external cochlear audio processors across the three cochlear implant manufacturers, Advanced Bionics, 
Cochlear Corp., and MED-EL, are similar. MED-EL has two audio processors. Their single unit on the outside of the 
head attaches to the magnet on the implant which is under the skin. The other one hangs on the ear like a hear-
ing aid. Both are splash proof. MED-EL has all the accessories – Bluetooth, rechargeable batteries, etc. 

UT Southwestern Moncrief Medical Center, Dallas Ear Institute, and Texas Ear Clinic offer all three cochlear im-
plant brands – AB, Cochlear, and MED-EL.  

 Auditory rehabilitation is the process of actively learning to hear with your implant or hearing aids. All three 
cochlear implant manufacturers have auditory rehab resources. For MED-EL’s resources, contact Janet Lane: 
984-227-5687 or janet.lane@medel.com. Research shows that with MED-EL, you do better faster. Medicare will 
cover six aural rehab sessions with a professional who has Listening and Spoken Language certification. Ms. Lane 
mentioned Johanna Whitson, Au.D., Aston Ambulatory Care Center, UTSW Dallas; Denise Gage, M.A., CCC/SLP, 
LSLS Cert. AVT, Arlington, TX, for in-person and Teletherapy; and Cornetta Mosley, Au.D, Ph.D., CCA, Clinical 
Assistant Professor, UT Dallas for online auditory rehab. 

For everyone with hearing loss, routinely and consistently practicing listening skills can improve hearing abilities.  
Go to hearinglossfortworth.com, to the March 2025 newsletter for a list of free resources for independent prac-
tice and a QR code of listening skills, websites and apps. Read along with an audio book. Use the captions with 
YouTube videos. Practice listening with podcasts, music, and whatever other speech listening resources suit you. 

mailto:janet.lane@medel.com


 
 

Doctor of Audiology (AuD) Program 
 

School of Behavioral and Brain Sciences 
Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing 

 
1966 Inwood Road, J210 Dallas, Texas 75235  

T: 972-883-3116 F: 972-883-3146 
 

UTDAuDCenter@utdallas.edu 
 
 

The University of Texas at Dallas Doctor of Audiology program is seeking volunteers for our Fall 2025 
Teaching Clinic, which will run from September to late November. Doctor of Audiology students will 
complete comprehensive hearing evaluations under the supervision of a licensed audiologist at no cost to 
you. Any future services at the Callier Center are not part of this educational volunteer program. 
The evaluation will take approximately 2 – 2.5 hours. You will be provided with a copy of your test re-
sults, but these records will NOT be maintained in Callier records. 
 
Evaluations will be completed at the Callier Center for Communication Disorders 

• Dallas Campus located at 1966 Inwood Rd., Dallas, TX. 
• Richardson Campus located at 811 Synergy Park Blvd., Richardson, TXs (limited availability) 

 
If you are interested, please email the following to jorge.amadeo-muniz@utdallas.edu: 

1. Full Name, Email Address, Daytime Phone Number 
2. Preferred Appointment Day(s) and Time(s)- see options below & provide all available 
3. So that we may schedule you in the most appropriate time for students’ learning needs, 

please Indicate if you: 
a. Do NOT suspect you have a hearing loss c. Have a known hearing loss 
b. Suspect you have a hearing loss     d. Wear a hearing 

 
*If you prefer not to share this information via email, please contact Dr. Cokely at 972-883-3125. 
 
Available appointment days/times: 9/29 through 11/20 
 

Monday Tuesday Thursday 
9:00 AM (Dallas) 9:00 AM (Dallas; Limited 

Richardson) 
9:00 AM (Dallas) 

1:00 PM (Dallas) 1:00 PM (Dallas) 1:00 PM (Dallas) 

 
Once we receive an email indicating your interest, we will email you an appointment confirmation and 
case history forms. 
 
We appreciate your consideration and look forward to hearing from you. Thank you! 
 
Jorge Amadeo-Muniz, B.A.                       Carol Cokely, Ph.D. 
Au.D. Student & Teaching Clinic Student Coordinator      Au.D. Program Head jorge.amadeo-muniz@utdallas.edu                

cokely@utdallas.edu /972-883-3125 

mailto:UTDAuDCenter@utdallas.edu
mailto:jorge.amadeo-muniz@utdallas.edu
mailto:jorge.amadeo-muniz@utdallas.edu
mailto:cokely@utdallas.edu


 

Support your Fort Worth chapter 

We will acknowledge your donations in each issue of the newsletter. 

The list is updated monthly.  
Platinum = $400+; Gold = $200 to $399; Silver = $100 to $199;  

Bronze = $50 to $99; Friend = Up to $49 
 

Platinum: Sharon Huber 
 

Gold: Steve Tumbrey 
 

Silver: Anonymous, Kris & Linda Dorasami, Patricia Hindman, Dao Ly, Andy Ybarra 
 

Bronze: Rebecca Grabeel 
 

Friend: Marie Kelly, Darlene Liesner 
 

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF KEVIN MEDLIN 
Lanny and Jill DeMoss, Patricia Hindman, Darlene Liesner, Elois Medlin, Dan White 

 

IN-KIND GIFT 
Captioning by Cauthen & Associates Court Reporting and CART Services 

 
The Fort Worth Chapter is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.  

  All contributions are tax-deductible.  
 

 

Hearing Loss Association of America - Fort Worth Chapter 
2024 CHAPTER DONATION FORM 

Make checks payable to: HLAA - Fort Worth Chapter 

Bring donations to the monthly meeting or mail to:  

HLAA – Fort Worth, PO Box 1310, Euless TX 76039. 

Please take special notice of our mailing address. 

DO NOT SEND MAIL TO OUR MEETING LOCATION. 
 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ City: ___________________ Zip: ________  

Email address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donation to Fort Worth Chapter                       $___________ 
  

See our Sponsors listed on the next page. 



 

     
  

 
 

 

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 
We are extremely grateful for the financial support we receive for our newsletter from our sponsors.   

Mention of goods and services does not imply HLAA endorsement, nor should omission suggest disapproval.   
Advertising rates are $175 per year for a business card size ad or $325 for a 2-card size ad. 
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