
St Monica Catholic Church 

“We are called to welcome and assist all to the  
compassionate love of Jesus through the Eucharist.”  

 

 

114 South 4th Street Palatka, FL 32177  

386-325-9777 

Visit us on the web  
at Stmonicacatholicchurch.com 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil 4:30 PM 

Sunday 9:00 AM 11:00 AM 
 

*Summer Weekday Masses* 
 

Wednesday-Friday 8:30 AM 

Confessions 
Saturday 3:30 PM to 4:15 PM  

Or by appointment 
 

Healing Mass 
Saturday August 7 

 10:00 AM 



Beloved of Saint Monica,  
 
O what joy explodes in our hearts and souls! 
Here we are on the St John River since 1858 and we are still celebrating Eucharist here in Palatka. There are 
thousands of our parishioners who are now saints in heaven with Saint Monica, our beautiful patroness. We 
have nothing to fear.  
 
Monica was ill like many of us of late. She lived her life as a saint, but it was not easy.  
Augustine writes of his mother’s last hour on this earth: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“My brother and I rushed to her side but she regained consciousness quickly. She looked at us as we stood 
there and asked in a puzzled voice: “Where was I?”  
 
We were overwhelmed with grief, but she held her gaze steadily upon us and spoke further: “Here you shall 
bury your mother.” I remained silent as I held back my tears. However, my brother haltingly expressed his 
hope that she might not die in a strange country but in her own land, since  her end would be happier there. 
When she heard this, her face was filled with anxiety, and she reproached him with a glance because he had 
entertained such earthly thoughts. Then she looked at me and spoke: “Look what he is saying.” Thereupon she 
said to both of us: “Bury my body wherever you will; let not care of it cause you any concern. One thing  
only I ask you, that you remember me at the altar of the Lord wherever you may be.” Once our mother had  
expressed this desire as best she could, she fell silent as the pain of her illness increased.” 
 
 
 
 
 



This Friday, August 27th, we celebrate St. Monica, our second mother of heaven. We will simply remember 
her at the altar of the Lord in our beautiful and historic sanctuary. With all the Passover deaths and brushes 
with death of late, let us not be afraid. Monica was only 56 years of age. She knew who she was and where she 
was going. Do you know where you are going? Are you ready to start living heaven on this earth?  
 
We don’t have to wait until the pandemic is over to start living. Jesus assures us that whoever believes in Him 
and dies will live, but whoever lives and believes in Him will never die. He also said, “Unless you eat my 
flesh and drink my blood you will have no life.” I think Jesus was quite clear. Because of this, many of  
Jesus’ disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer accompanied him. Jesus then said to the 
Twelve (and us), “Do you also want to leave?” Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of 
God.”  
 
Without the Body and Blood of Jesus every Sunday, we have nothing. Saint Peter died an early physical death 
because of this conviction. We as disciples of Jesus are called to trust Jesus. 
We are to prepare for our departure from this world the moment he calls us. 
We can’t delay. 
 
Please stay safe. Be kind to one another. Wear your mask and vaccine like a 
seat belt. It keeps not only you safe, but your neighbor whom you love…  
This is not political, but simply common sense. 
The real virus spreading is hatred, arrogance, greed, division and pride. 
Love one another… and don’t be afraid. 
 
Love, joy, peace, 
Father Ron Moses + 
 

Baptism of Augustine by Ambrose with Monica looking on. Notice his 15 
year old son, Adeodatus, looking on before he follows his father Augustine. 

Monica will die in less than a month before Augustine is ordained a priest and 
bishop. 

Don’t forget to use our code  R87GP3  



With Karen Lee 
Grow Strong in Your Faith 

You have heard of the prodigal son in the parable of Jesus (Luke 15:11-32). His story points to God’s loving 
forgiveness and the heavenly joy over every son or daughter who repents and returns home to Him. St. Monica 
had a husband and a son who did not know God. This caused her great anxiety and anguish. She prayed  
persistently for over 17 years until God answered her prayers. Her husband, a pagan, came to know God before 
his death. And her son not only converted to Christianity, but became a priest, bishop, doctor of the Church, 
and one of the most revered saints!  
 
Do you know of anyone who once knew the love of God, but has turned away from Him? What do you do 
when you love someone and they go through their lives acting as if God doesn’t even exist, clueless to the  
incredible love God has for them? You pray like St. Monica!!! 
 
I recently read an excellent book called The Saint Monica Club by Maggie Green that 
talks about how to wait, hope, and pray for your prodigal loved ones. Some of the things 
she suggests is to pray for each of them by name every day, with complete trust that 
God will answer your prayers in His own time. (Afterall, God wants them to return to 
Him even more than you do!) Show your loved ones how much you love and care for 
them. Be kind to others also, so that they can see God’s love reflected in you. Give your 
loved ones back to God at every Mass and with every prayer. Ask the saints you feel 
close to to pray with you. (Be sure to include St. Monica and St. Augustine.) Ask your 
departed relatives to pray with you, since they are also close to God.  
Offer small sacrifices to God in their name. And let them see how much God means to 
you and how He brings joy to your life. These are just a few of her suggestions. If this is 
important to you, I highly recommend her book.  
 
Something that she suggests is praying together with others who are praying for their 
own loved ones. Look for the St. Monica statue in our church. Write the names of your loved ones on a card 
and put it in the basket there. This basket will be placed on the altar beginning on St. Monica’s feast day 
(August 27) and through the month of September. Let us lift our voices together to God at every Mass, and just 
like St. Monica, pray that our “prodigals” will return to the love of their heavenly Father.  

SAVE THE DATES! 

St. Monica U 
 
A Series of Mini-Retreats 
On Catholic Things to Know 
 
Catholic Social Teachings (CST) 
Love of God & Neighbor 
September 25, 2021 
 
History of the Church 
A Lively Romp through Time 
October 30, 2021 
 
 

Prayers, Praises, & Petitions 
Understanding & Improving our Prayer Life 
December 4, 2021 
 
2-3 Hour Sessions  
Welcoming All Parishioners & 
Those Becoming Catholic 
 
Please consider joining us 
More Information to Follow 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for supporting St Monica 
St Monica provides online giving through  

ParishSOFT Giving.  
 

We are grateful and we depend on your  
fabulous generosity. 

 
Visit: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/

st114191 to get started. 

The good stewardship 
of our  

parishioners at  
St. Monica Church 

makes all that we do 
possible!  August 14 & August 15 

 
Offertory:    $ 6,490.00 
Outreach to Poor:  $ 2,098.00 
Building Fund:   $ 600.00 
Children’s Gifts:  $ 18.00 

Mass Attendance 
 

Saturday Vigil :      45         
Sunday 9:00 AM:    71        
Sunday 11:00 AM:   63  

First Fruits Donations for August 
 

  
 
 

$500.00 to help with the Food 4 
Kids Program which provides 
weekend meals to children in 

need. 

$500.00 to help provide 
quality childcare,  

education and resources for 
Florida’s most vulnerable 

children 

$546.00 

$500.00 

 
$600.00 

To a family in need 



We are asking that parishioners email in a current family or individual picture to use in our 
new directory by September 30. Please include what info (address, phone number, email) that 
you would like included with your picture. Please send to:saintmonicacatholic@gmail.com. 
 
We will also be taking photos after the weekend Masses by appointment the month of  
September for those who do not have a photo or the means to have one taken. Please contact 
the office at 386-325-9777 to set up your appointment. 
 
If you would like to volunteer to take photos or to organize the information, your help would 
be greatly appreciated. 

 
 

We are prayerful that everyone  
will consider participating.  
Thank you & God Bless. 

BECOMING CATHOLIC! 
 

Do you hear the call? 
It could be the RCIA calling  

 
If you are not Catholic and are interested 
  in knowing what we are about –  

 
If you attend with a loved one,  

 but have never taken the Sacraments – 
 

If you are fully Catholic and 
  are interested in a ‘Catholic Refresher’ – 

Call Us Back! 
Gatherings Beginning Soon 

 
E-mail rcia@stmonicacatholicchurch.com  

 or call the parish office  
386 -325-9777 

 
Leave your name, phone number, 

 and e-mail if you have one. 
 I will contact you ASAP! 

(Note that I may be calling from a 404-area code) 
 

Prayerfully,, 
Cheryl Meis 

RCIA Coordinator 

 

Registration is open for 2021/2022.  
Please visit our website : stmonicacatholicchurch.com to register today 

To help us plan please register as soon as possible. Thank you 



Attention—The Diocese of Saint Augustine treats all allegations 
of sexual misconduct seriously and deals with all allegations in a 
prompt, confidential and  
thorough manner. 
  
To Report Abuse, call: 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator  
904-262-3200, ext. 129, or the  
Department of Children and Families  
at 1-800-96-Abuse (800-962-2873). 

Louise Egan, Sue Wilson, Branda Kay Mangum, Amber Lininger 
Fred Lininger, Pam Mathes, Carrie Brubaker, Curtis Watsom 

Edna Blandford, Andy Hall, Gary Rummel, Lance Watson 
Adrienne Fennell, Larry Beaton, Quinn Soucey, Erica Watson 

Hoyt Muir, Bernice Rich, Dave Green, Kitty Crews, 
Diane Kinnon, Ken Lininger, Dorothy Burmester, 

Tony Wheeler, Frank Fraize, Nancy Jones,  
Stella Reyes, Connie Wiesner, Cooper Newman, Albino Gaw 

Matilda Aloia, Kimball Murray, Sandra Nichols,  
Sandra Scranton, Lance Watson, Mary Graham, Ron Levesque 

Theresa Gayle Whitley, Frank Comer, Thomas Szczes  
     Millie Sellers, Billy Watson,  

 
Please call the office at 386-325-9777 if you know someone that needs prayers. 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 21 
Teresa G. David 

 
Sunday, August 22 

 9:00 AM -Parishioners 
11:00 AM- +Eugene Aloia Jr. 

 
 

Wednesday, August 25 +William Hallinan 
Thursday, August 26   +Alberto G. David Jr. 
Friday, August 27  + SR Jeanne Guanlao 
         

 

Saturday, August 28 @ 4:30 PM 
 

Ushers: Shirley Delaney, Mary Shackleford 
Eucharistic Minister: Bill Maus 
Lectors: Kelsi Lowell, Cris David 
Altar Server: Joe Iovino 
 

Sunday, August 29 @ 9:00 AM 
 

Ushers: Eddie Dubeck, Jim Wigand 
Eucharistic Minister: Mary Mundy 
Lectors: Ramona Bodalski, Cheryl Meis 
Altar Server: Benjamin Motl 
 

Sunday, August 29 @ 11:00 AM 
 

Ushers: Bill Black 
Eucharistic Minister: James Doyle 
Lectors: Perla Lopez-Martinez, Pam Mathes 
Altar Server: Jasmine Lopez -Martinez 

August 25 
6:00 PM in the Church 

 
 
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
 Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;  
 Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12ab; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17; 
 Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6, 10-12;  
 Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18,  

Carmen Grasso 
Betty Rich 

Elizabeth Laibl 
Jim McMillan 

Stephanie Huskey 



MASTERS FUNERAL HOMES
CREMATORY AND PALATKA MEMORIAL GARDENS

Putnam County’s Most Trusted Family
In Funeral Service 325-4564

160 Cypress Point Pkwy.
Ste. 217

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

You can make a
lasting difference!

Remember St. Monica
Parish in your will.

Learn how at:
dosafl.com/catholic-foundation

Or call Cliff Evans @
904-262-3200 ext. 139

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-432-3240

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

521626 St Monica Church

Termite & Pest
Control

Licensed • Insured$20.00 OFF New Service For
Parishioners, Family

and Friends with Ad or Bulletin 684-BUGS (2847)
CALL

JOHNSON-OVERTURF
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

Since 1901
Trusted Friends In Time of Need

386-325-4521

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

www.jspaluch.com                                                      For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

Alberto Fernandez,
Field Agent

Office: 352-873-6678
alberto.fernandez@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities • Disability Insurance

Protecting?Catholic Families
since 1882.

For Information ... Call

800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)

First Coast Obstetrics & Gynecology
Lucien-Max Tchuisse, M.D. FACOG

PARISHIONER, SACRED HEART

386-325-5699
7000 Old Wolf Bay Rd., Palatka, FL 32177Board Certified

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

BANKS 
ACCOUNTING
Tax Prep/Bookkeeping

519 Crill Avenue

325-7523

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

ALBERTO G. DAVID, D.M.D.
1971 Old Moultrie Rd.

St. Augustine
904-829-5111

Al & Chris David, Parishioners
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