St Monica Catholic Church
114 South 4th Street Palatka, FL 32177
386-325-9777
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“We are called to welcome and assist all to the compassionate love of
Jesus through the Eucharist.”

Visit us on the web at Stmonicacatholicchurch.com




Beloved of St. Monica,

Here we are in the Third week of Lent. It is a beautiful place to be. We are in the
desert with Jesus. We have completed 16 of the 40 days of Lent. We don’t count
Sundays. How are you doing?

Fasting, prayers and almsgiving are all acts of love. If we don’t invest in our
spiritual life, our relationship with God through Jesus, we will never find the joy
here on earth. As we sink into the halfway mark of desert journey of Lent this
Wednesday, how has your heart become more like Jesus?

How has your life overflowed with the mercy and compassion of Jesus who loves
us more than we love ourselves?

Saint Paul (Romans 5:5-8) helps us to understand the authority Jesus has to
overturn our tables, our broken commandments, and our failure to love the
immigrant, prisoner, unborn, poor and lonely.

And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For Christ,
while we were still helpless, died at the appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed,
only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good
person one might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in
that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.

In every chapel that Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta established throughout the
world, she has two words written in English beside the Crucifix just above the
Blessed Sacrament. “I Thirst”

Every fast, prayer or almsgiving we offer in Lent must quench the thirst of Jesus.
Does it?

Jesus is sitting by the well today asking for a drink of water from the Samaritan
woman (John 4:5-42). He is also asking each of us for a drink. We complain we
don’t have enough to share with the poor, our church, or beyond our county. We
complain. Five loaves and two fish are all we have. “Sir, you do not even have a
bucket and the cistern is deep.” Jesus answers us all:




“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the
water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him/her
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

The woman said to Jesus, “Sir, give me this water, so that [ may not be thirsty or
have to keep coming here to draw water.” We say, “Sir, give me this water, so that
we may be able to hold on to our way of life or not have to wrestle with our faith.”
Interesting, Jesus says, “Go call your husband and come back.”

Who is Jesus asking you to bring to him? Who are the people you are estranged
with? Who are the people you believe should not be in heaven with you and
Jesus?

Last week, we buried Warner Strong at the National Cemetery in Jacksonville.
Being with him, his beautiful wife Mary, and their children in the last hours of his
life on earth was beyond awesome. We laughed, cried, prayed and danced with
Jesus and each other. I left my pocket cross I always carry with me. Their
daughter took this picture as he died. In the 55" year of marriage, they remained
faithful. My cross came back even more powerful, because God will not be
outdone in generosity nor love. God has a bigger shovel than me!

Have a beautiful week in God’s Desert that is blooming.
Let’s quench the thirst of Jesus through our fasting, prayers and charity.
Love, joy, peace,
Father Ron Moses +

This is Warner and Mary Strong
just before he passed.
Their daughter Melissa took the
picture.




parishioners at St. Monica Church makes all

The good stewardship of our

that we do possible!
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Have you filled out your
Covenant Card for 2021?

It 1s available on our
website, at the
entrance to the church, and in the
Parish office.

It really helps us keep our records
current and to
determine the needs of the parish

time

God 1s Good......

The St Monica Food Pantry

VOlunteers always needed

Every Thursday
From 9:00 am to ?
Making Bags

Every Saturday Morning
from 8:30 AM to 11:00 AM

Thank you for taking the

Offertory: $ 4,967.00
Outreach to Poor: $ 125.00
Building Fund: $ 220.00

Thank you for your generous donations
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QUESTIONS?
COMMENTS?
CONCERNS?

About the St Monica Financial
Report. Please call the office
at 386-325-9777
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God speaks
in the silence of the heart.
Listening

Hearing God’s Voice

is the beginning of prayer.

tr-.\lmhcr Teresa

Did you know that God is always speaking to us and that we can hear Him? Your prayers need
not be a one-sided conversation. God would love for us to just be still sometimes and open our
ears to him, not using the ears of our head, but the ears of our hearts.

The best way to hear God’s voice is to become familiar with it. Meet with Him in prayer every
day. The closer you get to Him, the more clearly you will be able to hear Him. One of the best
ways to recognize His voice is to spend time in the Word. Get a book or an app of the daily
readings and reflections that are used at Mass every day. Try reading them out loud. Listen to
God speak through the prophets in the Old Testament and in Jesus’s own words in the New
Testament. Listen carefully as the readings are proclaimed at Mass and then listen again to
them as Father Ron includes them in his homily. Before long, God’s words will be like old
friends to you.

God’s voice comes to us in many ways. He may speak to you through other people when they
say something to you that you need to hear at that particular moment. Sometimes you can hear
His voice through a song on a Christian music station on your radio. Taking a quiet walk
through the beauty of His creation may also help open your ears to Him. However you hear
Him, it will always be in a way that He knows you can understand. He will speak to you in the
language of your heart. And it will be your heart that recognizes that He is speaking.

You will hear God best when you are in a state of grace. If there is something that is standing
between you and God, go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Not only will you be forgiven,
but you will receive God’s grace. Go to Mass as often as you can and receive the Eucharist.
Not only will you receive grace, but you will receive the real presence of Jesus within you.
That is the perfect moment to listen. Know that whatever He says will bring you love, joy, and
peace.

“My sheep hear my voice. I know them and they follow me.” John 10:27
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BECOMING CATHOLIC is a lifelong journey. Long after receiving your Sacraments

of Initiation, there is always more to experience as we walk with Christ. There is always

immense joy when an individual chooses to approach the table of the Lord for the first time. We all welcome
those that wish to join our church, and together we show what it means to be Christian, to be Catholic. Due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, the journey of BECOMING CATHOLIC looks a little different this year. We are go-
ing to begin virtually and progress to in person as we can.

If you are reading this and are not already Catholic, Please Come On In! We would love to welcome
you! Reach out to me at rcia@stmonicacatholicchurch.com or call the parish office.

If you are Catholic and would like to help welcome the seekers, reach out! Each new person needs a
sponsor (think Godparents for Adults) to walk with them. It is difficult to pair up like-minded folks that
would ‘click’ when we cannot hang out together, so the more volunteers the better!

Since this will include virtual elements, we will be utilizing on-line resources such as Formed.org (Parish Sub-
scription!!) and other such sites. From time to time, I will be sharing the links that BECOMING

CATHOLIC is viewing that week. We are starting with a conversation about Scripture and watching https://
watch.formed.org/symbolon-the-catholic-faith-explained/season: 1/videos/the-bible-god-s-love-letter-to-
humanity. I encourage each of you to explore these materials as ‘refreshers’ on you own life long Catholic
journey.

Prayerfully,
Cheryl M

March 7, 2021

In nine sessions, Dr. Brant Pitre answers the
key question of faith: Who is Jesus? Dr. Pitre
presents evidence from early Christian and
non-Christian writings that attest to the
authenticity of the Gospels. Timed to lead up
to the Triduum, Dr. Pitre looks in-depth at the
accounts of Jesus’s Crucifixion and
Resurrection and his proclamation of divinity.

Don’t forget to use our code R87GP3

LECTIO

THE CASE FOR
B8

LEARN

To set up your free account visit and select our parish.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention

It has been brought to our attention that there
have been email scams coming from an email
address very similar to Fr. Ron's, or another
parish leader, where the sender is soliciting
money or gift cards. Please know that Fr. Ron
and our parish staff / ministry leaders

would never solicit money, gift cards, etc.
through a one-on-one email.

If you receive one of these emails, please
disregard it. If you are unsure about whether
or not the email is a scam, you can call the
office at (386) 325-9777.

ST. MONICA RELIGIOUS
ARTICLES AND GIFT SHOP
IS NOW OPEN ON SUNDAY?

Located in the Parish office
Monday-Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00PM

Sundays from 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Attention—The Diocese of Saint Augustine treats all allegations of
sexual misconduct seriously and deals with all allegations in a prompt,
confidential and

thorough manner.

To Report Abuse, call:

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator
904-262-3200, ext. 129, or the
Department of Children and Families

at 1-800-96-Abuse (800-962-2873).

Angie Spena
Funeral Mass

Saturday
March 13, 2021
at 11:00 AM

Happy 95th Birthday
Katherine Phillips
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Louise Egan, Sue Wilson,
Fred Lininger, Shirley Delaney
Edna Blandford, Andy Hall, Gary Rummel,
Adrienne Fennell, The Carr Family,
Frank Comer, Pam Mathes, Val Thayer
Larry Beaton, Quinn Soucey, Jourdan Craig,
Hoyt Muir, Joe Iovino

Please call the office at 386-325-9777 if you know
someone that needs prayers.

The Pope's Monthly
Intentions for March:

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Let us pray that we experience the sacrament of recon- MAS SS 12 f er? / 70125

©JPPC

ciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy

of God
Saturday, March 6
+Susan Walwik
Prayer for the
Year of Saint Joseph Sunday, March 7
Parishioners

Hall| Giisidien of the Redeetior. Lauren Reid (Spiritual Healing)

Spouse of the
Ble\ssg: Virgin Mary. ) Tuesday' March 9 )
To you God entrusted Bridgett Hamilton & Family
his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust; Wednesday, March 10
with you Ghrist became man. Hugh & Julia Costello

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father

and guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace,

Thursday, March 11
+Frank Spena

mercy and courage, .
and defend us from Friday, March 12
every evil. Agnes David
Amen.

-Pope Francis




St Monica 2nd Saturday Music Fest

March 13, 2021 at 2:00 PM

Featuring
Jeff Elledge & Jeannie Brown

Please join us in
celebrating the arts
in our community
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Every Frlday during Lent starting February 19

4:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Thursday
March 18
At 5:00 PM

Fried or Baked Fish  $8.00
Fish & Shrimp $9.00
Fried Shrimp $10.00

Each meal includes:
Choice of Baked Potato or Grits
Cole Slaw
Hushpuppies And Dessert

(-
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WELCOME!

Call Ahead

386-325-9777

COMING
SOON

Little Children’s Church

A nursery service during the
Sunday 9:00 AM Mass

Open to children Ages 1 to 4

Volunteers needed

*Protecting God’s Children Required*

Donations of gently loved
toddler toys greatly
appreciated




SCHEDULES

Join us on
Facebook live

Daon't forgel to follorw
St Monica Catholic

St. Monica

Church,
Palatka est.

Vigil Mass

Saturday 4:30 PM Guests

Friday 7:45 AM

Mass Sunday
9:00 AM

Adoration

Father Ron’s Bible Study 9.00 AM

Tuesday 6:15 PM

Mass Schedule

Weekend Masses

Saturday Vigil 4:30 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Drive Thru Blessings
Sunday 10:00 AM to 10:30 AM

Daily Masses

Tuesday 5:30 PM
Wednesday-Friday 8:30 AM

Confessions
Saturday 3:30 PM to 4:15 PM
Or by appointment

Healing Mass
First Saturday of the Month 10:00 AM

Rosary with Father Ron and

Friday Morning Mass &

@ stmonicapalatka

f e

Saturday, March 13, 2021 4:30 PM

Ushers: Steve Woods, George Schiffbauer
Eucharistic Minister: Sandy Woods
Lectors: Ken Freligh, Mary Crawford
Altar Server: Bill Maus

Sunday, March 14, 2021 9:00 AM

Ushers: Eddie Dubeck, Tom Hiss
Eucharistic Minister: Mary Mundy
Lectors: Cheryl Meis, Pam Mathes
Altar Server: Frank Fraize

Sunday, March 14, 2021 11:00 AM

Ushers: Joe Iovino

Eucharistic Minister: Mary lovino
Lectors: Arthur Costa, Elizabeth Costa
Altar Server: Andrew Walwik




Our Parish Staff & Ministry Leaders

Pastor
Father Ron Camarda

Office Manager
Diana Phillips

dphilips@stmonicacatholicchurch.com

Coordinator of Liturgy

& Religious Education
Lisa Bianculli

Ibianculli@stmonicacatholicchurch.com

Music Director
Cindy Gilmore
stmonicamusic@comcast.net

Office Helpers
Pam Mathes & Rosemary Flinn

Maintenance
Ann Downey

Adult Faith Formation & Sacraments

Karen Lee
Adultformation@stmonicacatholicchurch.com

Giving.

This is a convenient and safe way to make a one-time
or recurring donation.

We are grateful and we depend on your fabulous
generosity.

Visit: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
st114191 to get started.

For text giving send a text
message with the amount of your donation to
386-230-0169

St Monica provides online giving through ParishSOFT || A Journey into the Heart of the Iraq War with Navy

RCIA
Cheryl Meis
rcia@stmonicacatholicchurch.com

Youth Ministry & Maintenance
Scott Phillips

youthministry@stmonicacatholicchurch.com

Bulletin Editor
Kelsi Lowell
bulletin@stmonicacatholicchurch.com

Eucharistic Ministers & Office Helper
Mary Iovino

iovinos@bellsouth.net

Ushers
Bill Black
wdblack44@yahoo.com

Food Pantr
Joe Iovino

Chaplain Father Ron Moses Camarda.

On Sale Now on the
St. Monica Webpage
or in the Parish Gift Shop

All proceeds benefit St Monica
$20.00 per copy

#‘b*HAPpYo*#
GJHDOA&P

Ava Costa
Shannahon Kynard-Priest
Phillip Scranton
Nancy Walwik
Matt Harris

Rosalie & Vittoria Grimes




MASTERS FUNERAL HOMES Ao Fornder. G SATRE] et
CREMATORY AND PALATKA MEMORIAL GARDENS : Ofice: 352-873-6678 \ ol S vak L o Your Parish in
Putnam County’s Most Trusted Famil Ty LIt S Your Will.
v ) v — Life Insurance ¢ Long-Term Care Insurance For further information,
In Funeral Service 325'4564 Retirement Annuities ¢ Disability Insurance please call the Parish Office.
i Catholic Crui d T d The Apostleshi
TN SENIRY ouiedres R
OrthOd()mlc fOl' Chlldren and AdUhS ) Con"o' Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Z [md},‘/m ‘ | [ $20.00 OFF New Service For L'cense‘i:hi."fu'ed Take Y04 Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
e i Parishioners, Family TP RE M ON A eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com  \ &
L Halth Pk i Se 216, | Lo Friendss with Ad or Bulletin 684-BUGS (2847) uuupenbombustel journcy, o e isesandTours.com
§t. Augustine JOHNSON-OVERTURF First Coast Obstetrics & Gynecology
904-829-8899 FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY Lucien-Max Tchuisse, M.D. FACOG
160 Cypress Point Pkwy. Since 1901 \ PARISHIONER, SACRED HEART
Ste. 217 Trusted Friends In Time of Need 386-325-5699
386-446-9312 386-325-4521 soard oy, 7000 O1d Wolf Bay Rd., Palatka, FL 32177
o 3 Grow Your Business,
rotecti Ing eniors e
N emyoe 245E, EN Advertise Here. . O
edical Ale e Support Your Church & Bulletin. www.jspaluch.com
oXe . . Free professional ad design & my help!

Q One o email: sales@jspaluch.com
. pice Guarantes For Information ... Call
dll Today!  TollFree 1.877.801.8608 §00.432.3240

Pl 74| FINDaPARISH.com

Foundation

DIOCESE OF
ST. AUGUSTINE

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
You can make a © Many ad size options to meet your budget in coloror black and

: 5 ’ of Catholic Parishes © One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
(asinsiddicrence f ® The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

L il Wbt CHECK IT OUT TODAY! J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240

Parish in your will.

Learn how at: See y o o o

dosafl.com/catholic-foundation

Or call Cliff Evans @ You r Ad ’

904-262-3200 ext. 139 \ Y

Call J.S. Paluch Today! J
1.800.432.3240 J atholicMatch.cc

0 A AlONE 0 ~Y-Ye ] nelAle

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! ¢, ;;;.’::

v/Ambulance Solutions asLowas $ 19 95 4 month B
v'Police vFire

Get this
weekly bulletin
j v Frlends/Famlly REEShipPing g
de”vered by &< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” ~ ngftf;g";::r’:réommcts ;\ f ,\;\\:\g& \
- and Prc.sem It The Next Time.You
e m a ” - fo r FR E E ., Patronize One of Our Advertisers

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
(9 CALL 800 809 33 52 Lowest rice Guaranteed!
[ [ GPS Tracking w/Fa i

NOow! Il Detection
pﬁﬂ‘eo{ d;ﬂL Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
. "lhﬂnmﬁ e epen MDMedA/ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Slgn up here: an Mom PR Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwidel  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
www.jspaluch.com/subscrihe I BANKS ALII;EII{E) G. DAVID} D.M.D.
Thank you for advertising in I ACCOUNTING 71 0ld Moul.trle Rd.
our church bulletin. I Tax Prep/Bookkeeping St. Augustine
Cour '[CSY of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. E: ITam patrl;)nizing y?qtr' business | 519 Crill Avenue 904-829-5111
o icaise_o_l . I 325-7523 Al & Chris David, Parishioners

521626 St Monica Church www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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