
“We are called to welcome and assist all to the compassionate love of Jesus 
through the Eucharist.”  

St Monica Catholic Church 
114 South 4th Street  
Palatka, FL 32177 

386-325-9777 



Beloved of St. Monica, 
 
The prophet Isaiah speaks to us today: 
“Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before 
you, while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, such as they had not heard of 
from of old. No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you doing such deeds for 
those who wait for him.” 
 
Jesus encourages us today:  
“Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come… May he not come sud-
denly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” 
 

Welcome to Advent!  
This is a season to wait for Jesus with great expectation and joy. 
 
Many are waiting for peace, but we resist being patient and peaceful. We might desire healing 
from divisions, but we fail to reconcile with God, never mind others. It seems to me that Jesus 
does not expect us to stay awake 24/7. However, Jesus might be asking us to leave something 
better than cookies and milk for Santa. We do not do good deeds, clothe the homeless or feed 
the poor in order to “get something” out of it. We are called to love the poor as our selves. 
Love tenderly. 
 
 St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta suggests that we do small things with great love. When 
Jesus asks us to “stay awake”, I believe he is asking us to “look out” for those who need the 
compassionate love of Jesus. Remember that Christ has no body, no arms, no smile but ours. 
He is in us. He is in the poor. 
 

 Have a wonderful first week of Advent. I hope to see you next week. 
Love, joy, peace… patience, 

Father Ron Moses + 
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Are you ready for Advent? 
 

Advent begins Sunday, November 29. It is not only the beginning of Advent, but it is also the 
beginning of a whole new liturgical year. Some people think that it is the beginning of the 
Christmas season. Actually, the Christmas season doesn’t begin for Catholics until the first 
Mass on Christmas Eve. 
 
So, what is Advent? Advent is the four weeks leading up to Christmas. It is a time of preparing 
our hearts and souls for the coming of Our Lord. It is a time to take the Advent Wreath out of 
the closet. It is a time to find some sort of daily Advent Reflection book or online Advent pro-
gram. A wonderful devotion is to combine the daily lighting of the Advent candles with the 
Advent readings and reflections. This can be done all by yourself, but it is also very powerful 
to do it as a family. 
 
Where can you find an Advent Wreath, if you don’t already have one? Those of you who like 
DIY projects can find all that you need at Hobby Lobby. If you aren’t feeling crafty, a good 
place to shop is www.catholiccompany.com. You can get a free Advent Gospel Reflections 
booklet written by the popular Bishop Robert Barron at https://bishopbarronbooks.com/
adventgospelreflectionbooks2020  Or if you prefer a daily email video from the Best Advent 
Ever Program from Dynamic Catholic, you can sign up at https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/
advent/best-advent-ever.html. These are all excellent resources and there are many more out 
there online.  

Please don’t forget to put Thursday, December 17, at 5:00 p.m. on your calendar and go to the 
Advent Penance Service. It is just like cleaning your house before you have a very important 
visitor. And Jesus is the most important visitor of all!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BECOMING CATHOLIC is a lifelong journey.  Long after receiving your Sacraments  
of Initiation, there is always more to experience as we walk with Christ.  There is always  
immense joy when an individual chooses to approach the table of the Lord for the first time.  
We all welcome those that wish to join our church, and together we show what it means to be 
Christian, to be Catholic. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the journey of BECOMING  
CATHOLIC looks a little different this year.  We are going to begin virtually and progress to in 
person as we can.   
 
If you are reading this and are not already Catholic, Please Come On In!  We would love 
to welcome you!  Reach out to me at rcia@stmonicacatholicchurch.com or call the parish  
office. 
  
If you are Catholic and would like to help welcome the seekers, reach out! Each new person 
needs a sponsor (think Godparents for Adults) to walk with them.  It is difficult to pair up  
like-minded folks that would ‘click’ when we cannot hang out together, so the more volunteers 
the better! 
 
Since this will include virtual elements, we will be utilizing on-line resources such as 
Formed.org (Parish Subscription!!) and other such sites.  From time to time, I will be sharing 
the links that BECOMING CATHOLIC is viewing that week.   We are starting with a  
conversation about Scripture and watching  https://watch.formed.org/symbolon-the-catholic-
faith-explained/season:1/videos/the-bible-god-s-love-letter-to-humanity. I encourage each of 
you to explore these materials as ‘refreshers’ on you own life long Catholic journey.   
 
Prayerfully,  
Cheryl M 

Saturday December 5, 2020 at 10:00 AM 



Christmas Eve Vigil Masses 
4:00 PM 
8:00 PM 

Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM 

For the health and safety of all, we ask that all those  
planning to attend make a reservation.  
We will be limiting occupancy to 100. 

 
Please visit our website stmonicacatholicchurch.com to 

reserve your seat or you can also call the Parish Office to 
submit your reservation at 386-325-9777. 

 
Thank you very much for your understanding. 

 
God Bless 

 
*Masks required at all Masses* 



 It is the Patronal Feast 
Day in the United States 
of America. 
 
Because of Father Ron’s 
commitments in the  
Diocese, Mass will only 
be at noon on Tuesday, 
December 8th. We will 
Live Stream the Mass.” 

12:00 PM 

 
In person Bible Study 

will resume on  
January 5, 2021. Father 
Ron may record a few 
live classes throughout 
Advent and Christmas.  

 

Thursday December 17  
at 5:00 PM 



Due to the Thanksgiving  
Holiday the gifts the weekend 

of November 21st and 
November 22nd will be  

reported in next weeks bulletin 

 
    

 
The good stewardship of  our  

parishioners at St. Monica Church 
makes all that we do possible!  

  
St Monica provides online giving 

through ParishSOFT Giving.  
 

This is a convenient and safe way to 
make a one-time or recurring donation. 

 
We are grateful and we depend on 

your fabulous generosity. 
 

Visit: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/
giving/st114191 to get started. 

 

Point the cell phone  
camera at the QR 
code. Your phone should 
focus in on the QR code 
after a brief moment . You 
should be taken directly to 
our online giving site.  

Envelopes in back of Church 



ST. MONICA RELIGIOUS ARTICLES  
AND GIFT SHOP IS NOW OPEN! 

 
Located in the Parish office 

 Monday-Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00PM  
(and by appointment on weekends) 

 
New Items for Christmas Coming 

Soon!! 
 
 
 
 

St Monica  
Youth Ministry Schedule 

 
November  28 

No Meeting Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

December 5 
Food Pantry 

8:30 AM to 11:00 AM 
 

December 12 
No Meeting 

 
December 19 
Christmas Party  

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
 

*Masks and Social Distancing Required* 
 

The St Monica 
Food Pantry 

 
Volunteers always needed to help 
distribute food at their drive thru 

giveaway.  
 

Every Saturday Morning  
from 8:30 AM to 11:00 AM  

 
Please consider giving a few hours of 

your time just once a month!   

Don’t forget to use our code  R87GP3  

St Monica 

Jumbo  
Nativity 
Magnet  

Set for kids 



Louise Egan, Sue Wilson,  
Fred Lininger,  

Edna Blandford,Angie Spena,  
Laura Hall, Andy Hall, Gary Rummel, 

George Crawford, Carly Egan,  
Diane Kinnon, Rita Lambert,  

Quinn Soucy 
 

Please keep Father Steven Zehler and his 
family as they mourn the death of their 

mother, Janice Zehler, who went home to 
the Lord on Saturday, Nov. 14. Father Steven 

will celebrate the funeral Mass for his  
mother this week at Queen of Peace Catholic 

Church in Millville, Ohio.  
 
 

Please call the office at 386-325-9777 if you 
know someone that needs prayers. 

 

Saturday, November 28 
+ David Dellinger 

 
Sunday, November 29 

Parishioners 
 

Tuesday December 1 
+ Susan Walwik 

 
Wednesday, December 2 

+ Rae Moore 
 

Thursday, December 3 
+ Susan Walwik 

 
Friday, December 4 

+ Ladies Guild 
 
 
 

 
 
 

George Schiffbauer– Nov. 28 
Jennifer Brabson– Nov. 28 

Ann Wallace– Nov.30 
Tommy Dobbs– Dec. 2 
Judith Franklin– Dec. 3 

Rick Carr- Dec. 3 
Robert Grace– Dec. 3 

Corey Donnelly– Dec. 4 

 

We are very sorry but the  
Christmas Auction has been  

cancelled for this year.   
 

We are hopeful to be back next 
year 



 
Weekend Masses  
 
Saturday Vigil   4:30 pm 
 
Sunday   9:00 am & 11:00 am 
 
 
Drive Thru Communion  
 
10:00 AM to 10:30 AM 
 
 
Daily Masses  
 
Tuesday - 5:30 pm 
 
Wednesday - Friday 8:30 am 
 
 
Confessions 
 
Saturday 3:30PM —4:15 PM  
or by appointment 
 
Anointing of the Sick  
First Saturday of Every Month    
10:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mass             
Sunday                9:00 AM 
 
Fr Ron Bible Study        
Tuesday      6:15 PM 
 
Rosary     
Friday                 7:45 AM 
 
Holy Hour   
Friday     9:00 AM 
 
 

Monday:  Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 
4:18-22 
 
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12
-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24 
 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 
15:29-37 
 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-
21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 
Mt 9:27-31  
 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-
6; Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 
3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 

This Week’s Daily Readings 

 

Pope Francis’ Intentions  
for November 

 

 " In the Service of Peace "   
 

 " We can speak with splendid words, 
but if there is no peace in our heart, 
there will be no peace in the world.” 



Attention—The Diocese of Saint Augustine treats all 
allegations of sexual misconduct seriously and deals 
with all allegations in a prompt, confidential and  
thorough manner. 
  
To Report Abuse, call: 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator  
904-262-3200, ext. 129, or the  
Department of Children and Families  
at 1-800-96-Abuse (800-962-2873). 

Pastor 
Father Ron Camarda 

 
Office Manager 
Diana Phillips 

dphilips@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
Karen Lee 

Adultformation@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

RCIA 
Cheryl Meis 

rcia@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Youth Ministry 
Scott Phillips  

youthministry@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Bulletin Editor 
Kelsi Lowell 

bulletin@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Mary Iovino 

iovinos@bellsouth.net 
 

Ushers 
Bill Black 

wdblack44@yahoo.com 
 

Saturday, December 5,  2020 4:30 PM   
 

Ushers:  Bill Black, Bill Gaines 
Eucharistic Minister: Joyce Fitzsimmons 
Lectors: Mary Crawford, Ken Freligh 
Altar Server: Bill Maus 
 
 

Sunday, December 6,  2020  9:00 AM 
 

Ushers: Eddie Dubeck, Tom Hiss 
Eucharistic Minister: Ramona Bodalski 
Lectors: Frank Fraize, Pam Mathes 
Altar Server: Daniel Fazio 
 
 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 11:00 AM 
 

Ushers: Joe Iovino 
Eucharistic Minister: Mary Iovino 
Lectors: Rita Lambert, Elizabeth Costa 
Altar Server: Skylar Gugal 
 

 
 

Our Parish Staff 

Don’t forget to follow  
St Monica Catholic Church  
on Facebook and Instagram  

@ stmonicapalatka  
 



MASTERS FUNERAL HOMES
CREMATORY AND PALATKA MEMORIAL GARDENS

Putnam County’s Most Trusted Family
In Funeral Service 325-4564

160 Cypress Point Pkwy.
Ste. 217

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

You can make a
lasting difference!

Remember St. Monica
Parish in your will.

Learn how at:
dosafl.com/catholic-foundation

Or call Cliff Evans @
904-262-3200 ext. 139

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

521626 St Monica Church

Termite & Pest
Control

Licensed • Insured$20.00 OFF New Service For
Parishioners, Family

and Friends with Ad or Bulletin 684-BUGS (2847)
CALL

JOHNSON-OVERTURF
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

Since 1901
Trusted Friends In Time of Need

386-325-4521

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

www.jspaluch.com                                                      For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

Alberto Fernandez,
Field Agent

Office: 352-873-6678
alberto.fernandez@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities • Disability Insurance

Protecting?Catholic Families
since 1882.

For Information ... Call

800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)

First Coast Obstetrics & Gynecology
Lucien-Max Tchuisse, M.D. FACOG

PARISHIONER, SACRED HEART

386-325-5699
7000 Old Wolf Bay Rd., Palatka, FL 32177Board Certified

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

BANKS 
ACCOUNTING
Tax Prep/Bookkeeping

519 Crill Avenue

325-7523

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

ALBERTO G. DAVID, D.M.D.
1971 Old Moultrie Rd.

St. Augustine
904-829-5111

Al & Chris David, Parishioners
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