
ST MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH        
114 South 4th Street Palatka Florida               

386-325-9777 
Stmonicacatholicchurch.com 

“We are called to welcome and assist all to the  
compassionate love of Jesus through the Eucharist.”  



 
“Resplendent and unfading is wisdom,  

and she is readily perceived by those who love her,  
and found by those who seek her.” 

 
Book of Wisdom 6:12 

 
 
 

 
I remember when I was in the United States Merchant Marine Academy in 1977. 
The world was chaotic, but I was happy to be in school representing our country. I 
was only 17, and I was so scared. I was failing my courses and was in danger of 
being kicked out. I had no other options because I did not have the money to attend 
college. 
 
A force within me motivated me to go to the Chapel by the Sea and into the  
basement where there was a Catholic chapel (Our Lady Star of the Sea). It was a 
sweet place to be quiet. The upper classmen couldn’t harass me there. When I did-
n’t have the time, I sat for my one free hour every day before the Tabernacle. I 
opened the bible to the book of Wisdom. “Sophia” whispered into my ear. 
 
God flooded my soul with peace. This peace calmed me enough to go back to my 
hectic schedule of study and military discipline… and thrive.  
 
If I fell asleep in the chapel, God smiled at me when I awoke. 
And when I sailed on merchant ships to learn how to navigate, I still found this 
peaceful hour to rest in the arms of the beautiful Lady, the Bride of Christ. 
 
I needed to learn to pilot the ship of my soul with precision and great trust in God. 
 
Saint Mother Theresa of Calcutta taught me to celebrate every Mass as if it were 
my first Mass, my only Mass, and my last Mass.  
 
Beloved, I offer you this hour of love. No matter the result of the election,  
Jesus is still with us as he promised. He is counting on you and me to be his love 
and mercy. Be not afraid. 
 
Love, joy, peace,  
Father Ron 
eloved, I offer you this hour of love. No matter the result of the election, Jesus 



Rocky Road: It’s not just an ice cream flavor 
By Laura and Andy Hall 
 
Our marriage almost ended before it began. 
Six days removed from saying our “I dos’ and one 
day back from our honeymoon, I was napping in 
socks and skivvies, snoring loud enough to shake the 
foundation of our clearwater hotel when Laura began 
twirling the ring on her finger as she was beset by 
questions. 
 
Who is this guy? Have I made a mistake? I could get 
a divorce - people will understand. Do I have a third 
eye in the middle of my forehead? What will my friends think knowing we had 
“done the deed?” 
 
Later, we were in a Hooter’s of all places, having dinner with Laura’s sister and 
her husband when Laura, much to her amazement, found they were treating her 
like normal, like she didn’t have a third eye and everything was going to be OK 
even after they had “done the deed.” 
 
Ours was a relationship founded in prayer, Not all relationships are, not even all 
lasting relationships - but ours was a relationship founded in prayer. Laura loves to 
tell the story of how we had known each other over a period of 11 years, never to 
be romantically linked when she heard my name in prayer. We went out  
once - Canada Day 1995 - declared our previously unspoken love for one another 
at the end of the date and were married in less than a year. It has not been constant 
bliss over the last 24 years. We have found fault with one another. Financial  
problems and health issues have been significant. But there has always been  
prayer - ours for one another, Ansley’s for us, prayers of our friends here at St. 
Monica. God has not spoken to either of us as clearly as He spoke to Laura on that 
special day in 1995, but oh, how blessed we are that we can speak to Him,  
confident that He listens and loves. 
 



ST. MONICA RELIGIOUS ARTICLES  
AND GIFT SHOP IS NOW OPEN! 

 
 

Located in the Parish office 
 Monday-Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00PM  
(and by appointment on weekends) 

 
 
Joan Zoranski     Cathy Maus 

Jordan Kurtz 
Richard Bowie 

 

All Souls Cemetery Mass 
November 1, 2020 



Attention—The Diocese of Saint Augustine treats all 
allegations of sexual misconduct seriously and deals 
with all allegations in a prompt, confidential and  
thorough manner. 
  
To Report Abuse, call: 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator  
904-262-3200, ext. 129, or the  
Department of Children and Families  
at 1-800-96-Abuse (800-962-2873). 

St Monica  
Youth Ministry  

 
 Every Saturday  

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
 

Open to all teens grades 6 to 12 
 

Altar Server Training 
November 14, 2020 at 11:30 AM 

 
*Masks and Social Distancing  

Required* 

 

Annual Christmas Auction 
 
We are looking forward to our annual  
Christmas Auction. This year things will be a 
little different than in the past.   
 
The Annual Auction will be in the hall.   
However, we will be pre-selling raffle tickets in 
the hall between Masses on Sunday’s through 
the month of November and in the Parish  
office.  
 
When you purchase your raffle tickets you will 
get your scheduled shopping time and your 
number for Sunday December 6th 2020.This is 
so that we can limit the amount of Parishioners 
and their families that are in the hall at one time 
so that social distancing can be  
maintained.   
 
*Masks will also be required.* 
 
On the day of the auction during your   
scheduled shopping time, you will receive your 
tickets so that you can begin shopping.  
 
Please enjoy our youth caroling while you are 
shopping.  
 
In place of a Holiday Dinner we will have 
goodie bags for each family as well as coffee or 
hot chocolate.  
 
A Virtual Drawing will be livestreamed on 
YouTube Live and Facebook Live   
from 4PM-5PM on December 6.   
 
 
Winners will also be notified of when and 
where to pick up their items.   

 

St. Monica Music Feast  

Featuring   
Zane Price   

And   
Steve Camarda  

On November 14th at 2:00 



 

We are asking for donations for our  
annual thanksgiving baskets, if you can 
give anything towards someone’s 
Thanksgiving please bring your gifts to 
the office by Nov 20th.   
 
Canned Vegetables, Potatoes (Instant or 
Fresh), Sweet Potatoes, Large Wicker 
Baskets Needed and anything else.  
 
We got a generous donation of gift 
cards for the turkeys, stuffing and  
cranberry sauce. Thank you Mutchie 
Family, Newman Family and Muir 
Family. 

If you are in need of assistance for such 
a basket please call the office Monday 

thru Friday  9:00 to 3:00  
at 386-325-9777   

 
Basket pick up will be Nov 24th.           

Between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.  
 
 

May God richly bless each of you!  Palatka Location  

Month of November 

The St Monica Food Pantry 

Volunteers always needed to help 
distribute food at their drive thru 

giveaway.  
 

Every Saturday Morning from 
8:30 AM to 11:00 AM  

 
Please consider giving a few 
hours your time just once a 

month!   



The gifts the weekend of  
October 30th and November 1 

 
Offertory: 
$ 4,059.00 

Outreach to Poor:  
$ 50.00 

Building & Restoration: 
$635.00 

 
Mass Attendance : 159 

Drive Thru: 20 
 

    

 
 

The Parish Office will be closed 
on November 11, 2020 in  

observance of Veteran’s Day. 

The good stewardship of  our  
parishioners at St. Monica Church 

makes all that we do possible!  

 
St Monica provides online giving 

through ParishSOFT Giving.  
 

This is a convenient and safe way to 
make a one-time or recurring donation. 

 
We are grateful and we depend on 

your fabulous generosity. 
 

Visit: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/
giving/st114191 to get started. 

Point the cell phone  
camera at the QR 
code. Your phone should 
focus in on the QR code 
after a brief moment . You 
should be taken directly to 
our online giving site.  



 
Louise Egan, Sue Wilson, Fred Lininger,  

David Cummings, Frank Comer, 
Mary Jo Vincent, Sandy Freligh,  

Edna Blandford,Angie Spena,  
Laura Hall, Stella Reyes, Thomas Szczes, 

Sue Doyle, Susan Revels, Cooper Newman, 
Linda Wyland, Judy Beckwith,  

Sarah Jean Stewart 
 

Please call the office at 386-325-9777 if you 
know someone that needs prayers. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 
8-9; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
 
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14; Ps 37:3-4, 18, 23, 
27, 29; Lk 17:7-10 
 
Wednesday:     Ti 3:1-7; Ps 23:1b-6;  
 Lk 17:11-19 
 
Thursday:   Phlm 7-20; Ps 146:7-10;  
Lk 17:20-25 
 
Friday:      2 Jn 4-9; Ps 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18;  
Lk 17:26-37 
 
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8; Ps 112:1-6; Lk 18:1-8 
 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31;  
Ps 128:1-5; 1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30 [14-15, 
19-21] 

This Week’s Daily Readings 

 
 

Pope Francis’ Intentions for November 
 

The Laity’s  
Mission in the Church 

" In the Service of Peace "   
 " We can speak with splendid words, 
but if there is no peace in our heart, 
there will be no peace in the world.” 

Judy Newman  
wishes to thank our St. 
Monica Family for all 
their prayers on behalf 

of her brother Dale 
Theriault who now rest 

in the arms of God. 
Prayers are what keep 

our hearts united! 
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Don’t forget to follow  
St Monica Catholic Church  
on Facebook and Instagram  

@ stmonicapalatka  
 

Today’s Fruit of the Spirit is…Gentleness 
 

Jesus described himself as “gentle and humble  
of heart”. (Matt. 11:29) He healed the sick, gave  

sight to the blind, made the lame walk, and chased  
out demons. He could do astounding miracles with  

tender loving care. But no one would dare call 
 him weak. Nothing is so gentle as real strength. And  

Jesus was the strongest person to have ever walked this 
earth. There are things that naturally bring out the  

gentleness in us. Sometimes it is baby, a sick child,  
or a beloved pet. But sometimes gentleness is hard to find within ourselves, and 
we have to ask the Holy Spirit to nurture it in us. It is often easier for us to be  

gentle with someone we love than with someone we don’t know.  
 

As Christians, we are called to be gentle to all. There is an aura surrounding  
people who are in pain either physically, mentally, or spiritually. Awareness of 

the hurt radiating out from them comes from the Holy Spirit.  Gentleness is  
the balm they need. It is our Christian call to action. We, like Jesus, can respond 
to them in a gentle and compassionate manner and bring relief to their suffering.  

 
“Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all…And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ   

Jesus.” (Phil. 4:4-7) 



 
Weekend Masses  
 
Saturday Vigil   4:30 pm 
 
Sunday   9:00 am & 11:00 am 
 
 
Drive Thru Communion  
 
10:00 AM to 10:30 AM 
 
 
Daily Masses  
 
Tuesday - 5:30 pm 
 
Wednesday - Friday 8:30 am 
 
 
Confessions 
 
Saturday 3:30PM —4:15 PM or by ap-
pointment 
 
Anointing of the Sick  
First Saturday of Every Month    
10:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mass             
Sunday                9:00 AM 
 
Fr Ron Bible Study        
Tuesday      6:15 PM 
 
Rosary     
Friday                 7:45 AM 
 
Holy Hour   
Friday     9:00 AM 
 
 

Saturday, November 14,  2020 4:30 PM  
 

Ushers:  Bill Black, George Schiffbauer 
Eucharistic Minister: Sandy Woods 
Lectors: Mary Lawnicki, Helen Muir 
Altar Server:  
 

Sunday, November 15,   2020  9:00 AM 
 

Ushers: Gerald Donnelly, Eddie DuBeck 
Eucharistic Minister: Richard Carr 
Lectors: Frank Fraize, Pam Mathes 
Altar Server:  Joshua Carr 
 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 11:00 AM 
 

Ushers: Joe Iovino 
Eucharistic Minister: Mary Iovino  
Lectors: Mary Crawford 
Altar Server: Skylar Gugal 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to use our code  R87GP3  



Pastor 
Father Ron Camarda 

 
Office Manager 
Diana Phillips 

dphilips@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education 
Cheryl Carr 

ccarr@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
Karen Lee 

Adultformation@Stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

RCIA 
Cheryl Meis 

rcia@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Youth Ministry 
Scott Phillips and Rick Carr 

youthministry@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Bulletin Editor 
Kelsi Lowell 

bulletin@stmonicacatholicchurch.com 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Mary Iovino 

iovinos@bellsouth.net 
 

Ushers 
Bill Black 

wdblack44@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, November 7 

Bill Maus 
 

Sunday, November 8 
Parishioners 

+ Susan Walwik 
 

Tuesday November 10 
+ Lupe Rash 

 
Wednesday, November 11 

Elliot Family 
 

Thursday, November 12 
Tom & Dot Riddle 

 
Friday, November 13 

+ Susan Walwik 
 
 

Our Parish Staff 

The Mass for the Precious 
Ones takes place annually 
in November, the month to 
remember Holy Souls, to 
honor the humanity of 
children lost through 
 miscarriage, early infant 
death and abortion.  
 
This year the Mass will be 

held on Sunday, November 15, 3:00pm at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche at Mission 
Nombre de Dios in St. Augustine, and is open 
to all parents, families and friends who grieve 
for the loss of their child.  
For more information contact May Oliver at 
(904) 262-3200 ext. 159.  



MASTERS FUNERAL HOMES
CREMATORY AND PALATKA MEMORIAL GARDENS

Putnam County’s Most Trusted Family
In Funeral Service 325-4564

160 Cypress Point Pkwy.
Ste. 217

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

You can make a
lasting difference!

Remember St. Monica
Parish in your will.

Learn how at:
dosafl.com/catholic-foundation

Or call Cliff Evans @
904-262-3200 ext. 139

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

521626 St Monica Church

Termite & Pest
Control

Licensed • Insured$20.00 OFF New Service For
Parishioners, Family

and Friends with Ad or Bulletin 684-BUGS (2847)
CALL

JOHNSON-OVERTURF
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

Since 1901
Trusted Friends In Time of Need

386-325-4521

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

www.jspaluch.com                                                      For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

Alberto Fernandez,
Field Agent

Office: 352-873-6678
alberto.fernandez@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement Annuities • Disability Insurance

Protecting?Catholic Families
since 1882.

For Information ... Call

800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)

First Coast Obstetrics & Gynecology
Lucien-Max Tchuisse, M.D. FACOG

PARISHIONER, SACRED HEART

386-325-5699
7000 Old Wolf Bay Rd., Palatka, FL 32177Board Certified

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

BANKS 
ACCOUNTING
Tax Prep/Bookkeeping

519 Crill Avenue

325-7523

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

ALBERTO G. DAVID, D.M.D.
1971 Old Moultrie Rd.

St. Augustine
904-829-5111

Al & Chris David, Parishioners
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