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Why	Plant	Windbreaks?	

What	Are	Living	Snow	Fences?	

• Living	snow	fences	can	be	a	low-cost	

solution	to	effectively	prevent	snow-

drifts,	improve	visibility,	and	reduce	

slush	and	ice	accumulations.			

Windbreaks 



Native Plants for Windbreaks and Snow Fences 
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• Austrian Pine (Pinus nigra) 
Height: 40-60’ / Spread: 20-35’’ 

• Colorado Spruce (Picea pungens) 
Height: 50-60’ / Spread: 25’ 

• Rocky Mt. Juniper (Juniperus scopulorum) 
Height: 20-30’ / Spread: 15’ 

• Scotch Pine (Pinus sylvestris) 
Height: 50-60’ / Spread: 30-40’ 
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• Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) 
Height: 60-80’ / Spread: 20’+ 

• Grand Fir (Abies grandis) 
Height: 100’+  / Spread: 40+’ 

• Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa) 
Height: 80’+ / Spread: 25-30’ 

• Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata) 
Height: 80’+ / Spread: 20-30’ 
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• Black Cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa) 
Height: 60-80’ /  Spread: 20’ 

• Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera) 
Height: 60-80’ / Spread: 30’ 

• Quaking Aspen (Populus tremuloides) 
Height:  40-60’ / Spread: 15’ 

• Red Alder (Alnus rubra) 
Height: 40-60’ / Spread: 30-40’ 

• Rocky Mt. Maple (Acer glabrum) 
Height: 30-40’ / Spread: 15-20’ 

• Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) 
Height: 60-80’ / Spread: 35-40’ 
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• Black Hawthorn (Crataegus douglasii) 
 Height: 12-15’ / Spread: 12’ 
• Blue Elderberry (Sambucus careulea) 
 Height: 15-20’ / Spread: 12’ 
• Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus stolonifera) 
 Height: 20’ / Spread: 20’ 
• Serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia) 
 Height: 6-15’ / Spread: 12’ 
• Water Birch (Betula occidentalis) 
 Height: 20’ / Spread: 10-15’ 
• Vine Maple (Acer circinatum) 
 Height: 10-30’ / Spread: 15-20’ 
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• Golden Currant (Ribes aureum) 
 Height: 4-6’ / Spread: 4-6’ 
• Mock Orange (Philadelphus lewisii) 
 Height: 6-12’ / Spread: 6-8’ 
• Rugosa Rose (Rosa rugosa) 
 Height: 8’ / Spread: 8’ 
• Russet Buffaloberry (Shepherdia canadensis) 
 Height: 4-6’ / Spread: 4-6’ 
• Silver Buffaloberry (Shepherdia argentia) 
 Height: 3-4’ / Spread: 3-4’ 
• Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) 
 Height: 3-8’ / Spread: 3-8’ 
• Woods Rose (Rosa woodsii) 
 Height: 6-8’ /  Spread: 6-8’ 

The spacing between plants in the windbreak should 

range from 5 feet apart for the smaller dense shrubs 

to 15 feet apart for the larger trees. For help contact 

the PMC staff.  
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