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Next meeting
Tuesday, November 10, 2026  
starting promptly at 7:00 pm

Mahany/Meininger Community Center 
3500 Marias, Royal Oak  
(North at the light off 13 Mile  
between Main and Crooks)

Rooms 8 & 9

Meetings are the first Tuesday of each 
month unless otherwise noted.

At Our November 10 Meeting
1.	 Please sign in and take a name tag. 

2.	 If you bring a guest, have them  
sign in and introduce them to some 
of our members 

3.	 Place your snack items in the 
provided space. 

4.	 DON’T FORGET! Members, set up  
your artwork for our Artist of the 
Month Competition before the  
7 pm meeting!

President Melissa Wilson’s Report

November is here!
It’s time for one of our most important events of the year: 
the SOAA Annual Art Show at the Royal Oak Historical 
Society Museum! We would love to see all of our members 
at the opening on Sunday, November 8, whether or not you 
have artwork in the show. It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate our artists, support one another, and share our 
creativity with the community. I’ll be there in spirit this 
year, as I’ll be participating in the Philadelphia Museum 
Craft Show that same weekend.

Please use the SignUpGenius link in this newsletter to 
sign up to bring a treat for the opening reception or volunteer for a shift during the 
show. Most importantly, spread the word! Invite your friends, family, and neighbors, 
and share the show with anyone who might enjoy seeing the work of our talented 
members. It’s up to all of us to help get people through the door. Our partnership 
with the Royal Oak Historical Society Museum has been wonderful over the years, 
and our show brings visitors into their unique and interesting space, too. Let’s make 
this another successful year!

At our November meeting, don’t forget to bring your nature-inspired creations for 
our Nature Art Contest! We’ll celebrate everyone’s work, award some fun prizes,  
and then enjoy a hands-on cyanotype workshop together. It will be a great 
opportunity to experiment with this historic photographic process and create 
something of our own.

Inside Feature

Jay Anderson  
to judge our  
Annual Art Show
Read about it on page 5

NOVEMBER 2026

Continued on page 2

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
https://www.romi.gov/356/Senior-Community-Center
https://www.pmacraftshow.org/artist/emerging-artists/2026/melissa-wilson
https://www.pmacraftshow.org/artist/emerging-artists/2026/melissa-wilson
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Clawson 
(Hunter) 
Community 
Center Adult 
Painting Art 
Show/Sale 
Join us November 6, 2026 from 
1–5 pm for the Clawson (Hunter) 
Community Center Adult Painting 
Art Show/Sale. Over a dozen artists 
will have their works on display for 
viewing and purchase!

The Community Center is located at 
509 Fisher Court, Clawson, MI 48017, 
north of 14 Mile, between  
N. Main St. and Rochester Rd.

President Melissa  
Wilson’s Report
Continued from page 1

Looking ahead to December, we’ll 
celebrate the holidays with our 
annual SOAA potluck party! This 
year, we’ll also be creating some new 
and different SOAA gear as a special 
holiday gift to our members. To help 
offset the cost, we’ll once again hold 
our popular bag raffles. 

Please consider donating an item or 
two. Extra art supplies are always a 
hit, but holiday gifts and other fun 
finds are welcome, too. Take a look 
around and see what you might have 
to share!

Remember to bring your favorite dish 
to pass, and our December meeting 
will begin a half hour early so we have 
plenty of time to eat, celebrate, and 
enjoy each other’s company.

I’m grateful for this creative and 
supportive community. Thank you all 
for helping SOAA continue to foster 
creativity and community!

Get ready for our  
annual Holiday Gathering 
this December 1! 
We’re excited to announce that we’ll be hosting another ticket raffle auction! If 
you have any fun items to donate, please reach out to Susan Donnellon with your 
contributions or at least let her know you plan to bring something. Each person 
donating items will fill out a card at the meeting describing the items being raffled 
off. Susan’s email is sdonnellon6925@gmail.com

Great ideas for donations include artwork/crafts that make perfect holiday gifts, art 
supplies, homemade goodies, or anything else that others might love. Let’s spread 
some holiday cheer together!

Our holiday gathering is a potluck and we always start a half hour early. Please 
bring your favorite homemade dish to pass. 

SOAA member John Nagridge was on the WDIV weekend morning show with 
Farmington Hills Cultural Arts Supervisor Rachel Timlin on October 17 to share 
their participation in the Farmington Hills Maker’s Market held that day, as well as 
promote the art classes offered at the HAWK Community Center. 

John brought a blocked-in image for a pumpkin painting that he worked on during 
the segment and even had hosts Priya Mann and Jay Scott Smith make some 
brushmarks on it. He finished the piece later that day at the market, where he again 
allowed some visitors to contribute some more brushmarks on it.

If you’re interested in reading about it in more detail, check out his blog.

Not-so-humble newsletter 
designer finds Detroit TV fame

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
mailto:sdonnellon6925%40gmail.com?subject=Our%20holiday%20gathering
https://www.nagridgegallery.com/blog/208656/hawking-my-wares
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A Creative Evening  
Celebrating Nature and Art! 
November Meeting:  
Nature Art, Prizes & Cyanotypes!
Join the South Oakland Art Association at our November 10  
meeting for a creative evening celebrating nature and art! 
We’ll begin by inviting everyone who participated in our 
Nature Art Contest to share their masterpieces. We’ll have 
some fun prizes for our participants, so come ready to 
celebrate the creativity and inspiration found in the  
natural world.

After the contest presentations, Melissa Wilson will lead a 
hands-on cyanotype demonstration, introducing us to this 
beautiful and historic photographic art process.

What is a cyanotype? 
Developed in 1842 by scientist and astronomer Sir John 
Herschel, cyanotype is an early photographic process that 
creates striking blue-and-white images using light-sensitive 
materials and exposure to sunlight or UV light. In the 1840s, 
botanist and photographer Anna Atkins famously used the 
technique to capture detailed images of algae and plants, 
creating what is considered the first book illustrated with 
photographs. Cyanotypes later became widely used for 
architectural and engineering blueprints.

During our workshop, we’ll explore how to use natural 
materials to create our own unique cyanotype prints. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to experiment with the shapes and 
patterns found in nature while discovering a historic art 
technique that 
continues to 
inspire artists 
today.

Bring your 
creativity and join 
us for an evening 
of artistic  
discovery, 
inspiration, and 
community!

Artwork by  
Melissa Wilson

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
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Sign up for our Annual Show by November 3
You can still sign up aand pay the entry fee at the Royak Oak Historical Museum on November 3. We have a reduced admission 
fee this year of only $10. We are able to do this because of the success we have had at our other shows. Also, we will have 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd prizes to be awarded, courtesy of BLICK Art Materials. Best of Show and 2 Honorable Mention prizes provided by 
SOAA, Our judge this year is local artist Jay Anderson. Read more about Jay on the next page.

Eligibility & Requirements:
•	 Current paid up membership in SOAA required.

•	 $10 Show Entry Fee, paid no later than at art drop off  
prior to the show.

•	 Entry/Inventory Form must be completed, signed and 
submitted at drop off - November 3, 2026 from 10am- 4pm.

•	 Pick up 3:30-4pm on November 21, 2026.

•	 A sales commission of 15% will go to SOAA. 

•	 Participants are expected, if at all possible, to help with 
the show. This includes working a shift during museum 
hours and attending & bringing a food or service item to 
the opening event. Please sign up.  
 
Sign up here to bring an item for the food table. 
 
Sign up here to work at the show any days other than  
the opening.

•	 Size limit is 30” x 30”. Entry limits may be adjusted  
due to number of entrants participating. If change is 
necessary, you will be notified. 2D art must be ready  
to hang

•	 Hanging Art: 5 pieces 
3D Art: 10 pieces 
Bin Art: 15 pieces  
Note Cards: No limit, there will be two shared racks

It is important for everyone to learn  
how to create their tags. 
If you’re having trouble with the computer or need 
assistance, Dave Buffington is available to help. You can 
reach him at 248-561-0697. Please call him at least one 
week before the art drop-off date.

If you can type your tags but don’t have a printer,  
you can email your PDF to Melissa Wilson at 
melissawilson192@gmail.com, and she will print them for 
you. If you’d like to learn how to do it yourself but are still 
finding it challenging, please call Melissa at 248-770-8528. 
She can set up a time to assist you. 

Please don’t wait until the last minute! Plan ahead to  
ensure your tags are ready on time.

Click here for the Avery tags label file.

Click here for directions on how to use the tags.

Looking forward to seeing the beautiful work you submit.

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
https://www.dickblick.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4DAEA923A4FAC52-65105709-food
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4DAEA923A4FAC52-65106209-sign
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4DAEA923A4FAC52-65106209-sign
mailto:melissawilson192%40gmail.com?subject=Melissa%2C%20can%20you%20help%20me%20print%20my%20part%20tags%20please?
http://labe.ls/kMPNeOg
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1krxNpfVeh7oYWfurfqWni1jClPX129HK
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Local artist Jay Anderson to 
judge our Annual Art Show
Jay Anderson makes art about what makes us human: the full range of our shared emotions and stories. The face and form 
show it all, from love to anger, sadness to joy, and to everything across the span of human experience.

His training began early and unofficially. Jay started reading and collecting comic books in first grade and learned to draw 
by copying masters of the form, such as Jack Kirby, John Romita, John Buscema, and Neal Adams. In the 1990s, he returned to 
comics as a co-creator drawing, inking, and lettering Doris Nelson, Atomic Housewife.

His formal art education started in grade school, taking drawing and painting classes at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Association (BBAA) and continued during college at Detroit’s Center for Creative Studies. He left CCS for a job at a local 
advertising agency, then moved on to work in electronic pre-press, programming, and publishing, before launching his own 
graphic design and photography business. During those years he went back to school and completed a BA in graphic design at 
Marygrove College in Detroit.

As his clients increasingly needed websites, his design work moved online. He went on to rebuild Chrysler’s intranet for its 
Advance Manufacturing and Engineering division, and for nearly thirty years he led technology and software development 
teams for banks, health systems, and national companies.

Jay’s return to art came a few years ago after he joined a local sketch group, and the twice-weekly sessions provided a steady 
rhythm of practice and improvement. This creative focus continued to grow, and led to his first solo show as an artist in 2024 
titled Captured Moments. This October, his work will be part of the Northville Art House’s 2026 Off Center Group Show, where he 
won first place in 2025.

Jay is also a woodworker. Every frame and all presentation hardware for his artwork is built by hand in his own shop. 

He lives in Royal Oak, Michigan, where he serves as president of the Royal Oak Arts Council.

Audacity

Enough

Pandemic Thoughts

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
https://royaloakarts.com


Susan Donnellon and Ron Novak 
showing in Polish Art Competition
Susan Donnellon has 3 pieces of art and Ron Novak has 2 
pieces of art accepted into the 30th Friends of Polish Art 
Fine Arts Competition at the PICROL Galeria at Orchard Lake 
Schools (3535 Commerce Road in Orchard Lake, MI). The 
Galleria is in Building #8.

Susan was awarded an Honorable Mention for her piece  
Cam-Owl-Flage. Congratulations, Susan!

There is a closing reception open to the public on  
November 21 at 2 pm, with the artists giving a talk of  
their artwork at 2:30 pm. 
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https://picrol.org/galeria/
https://southoaklandart.com


SOAA member, Adam Bigham  
in local exhibit honoring Veterans
SOAA member, Adam Bigham has some work in Honoring Veterans Through the Arts, a current exhibit in the main lobby of the 
Southfield City Hall, located at 26000 Evergreen Road, between 10 Mile and 11 Mile Roads. The exhibit is up until the end of 
this year.

Congratulations, Adam!
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https://southoaklandart.com
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Upcoming meetings and events
November 7-21, 2026 (Opening Sunday, November 8)  
SOAA Annual Show at Royal Oak Historical Society Museum

November 10, 2026: Bring your nature creations and learn about cyanotypes

December 1, 2026: Pot luck holiday gathering, starts 30 minutes early

January 5, 2027: SOAA meeting featuring Eugene Clark

February 2, 2027: SOAA meeting featuring Ashley Menth, Painter

March 2, 2027: SOAA meeting featuring Jill Stefani Wagner  
presenting Working in a Series

March 12, 2027: ROPS Concert Art sale at 7:30 pm (set up 6pm) 

April 6, 2027: SOAA meeting featuring Color Mixing and pastel with Melissa Wilson

May 4, 2027: SOAA meeting featuring Model Drawing

June 1, 2027: SOAA meeting featuring our Ice Cream Social

2026–2027 SOAA Board Members
President and Program Chair:  
Melissa Wilson

Vice President: Leigh Wright 

Treasurer, Membership Chair  
and Corresponding Secretary:  
Susan Donnellon

Recording Secretary and Awards Chair: 
Joyce Knight-Coyne 

Mini Masters: Paul Stema

Hospitality Committee Chair:  
Janice Schulte

Webmaster Committee Chair: John Rash

Newsletter Editor: John Nagridge

Outreach Committee Chair:  
Rachel Kaltner

Exhibition Chair: Gloria Hesse

Email questions to  
SOAA200@gmail.com

What’s going 
on in your  
art world? 
I would love ideas for new articles 
from anyone in our membership. Have 
an art show you will be participating 
in? Any interesting commission 
you’d like to tell us about? Take any 
interesting photos at one of our  
SOAA events? If so, I want them for 
our newsletter.

Send your feedback, text, and jpeg 
photos to me, John Nagridge, at  
johnnagridge@gmail.com. 

Keep in touch!
Check out our website at 
southoaklandart.com

Follow us on our 
Facebook group page.

Contact us by email at  
SOAA200@gmail.com

Instagram at @SouthOaklandArt

Get free 
Facebook 
promotion! 
We feature the art and a short bio of 
each of our artists on our Facebook 
page. Only one artist will be featured 
at a time. Once it’s posted, feel free 
to share it on your Facebook page or 
anywhere you like. 

If you’d like to participate, please 
email 3-5 photos of your work and a 
photo of yourself (optional) to John 
Nagridge at johnnagridge@gmail.com. 
Don’t forget to provide the medium 
and titles of the pieces. Feel free to 
add a short bio and/or an artist’s 
statement or why you like to draw, 
paint, or sculpt the art that you do.

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
mailto:Melissawilson192%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:leigh%40leighwrightart.com?subject=
mailto:Sdonnellon6925%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sandybeadsllc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tazboyone%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:jmschulte%40att.net?subject=
mailto:Rash.john1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:johnnagridge%40mail.com?subject=
mailto:rachelkaltner%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hessedoneen%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:SOAA200%40gmail.com?subject=Attn%3A%20SOAA
mailto:johnnagridge%40gmail.com?subject=SOAA%20newsletter
https://southoaklandart.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1442712352632378
mailto:SOAA200%40gmail.com?subject=Attn%3A%20SOAA
https://youtu.be/aueYsG0i4nU?si=3_bI0SbPh-7HEzbO
mailto:johnnagridge%40gmail.com?subject=SOAA%20newsletter
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SOAA October 2026 Artists of the Month

PORTRAITS: 1st Place:  
Melissa Manhart Ringhey 
Hugo

PORTRAITS: 2nd Place:  
Kristin MacPhee 
Mother and Child

REPRESENTATIONAL: 1st Place 
Susan Donnellon 
Harvest Sunset

REPRESENTATIONAL: 2nd Place 
Patrick Krease 
Tuscan Villa

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
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SOAA October 2026 Artists of the Month

ABSTRACT: 1st Place 
Heidi Ingolia 
Fugit

ABSTRACT: 2nd Place 
Leigh Wright 
Summer Garden

3-D: 1st Place 
Phil Deneau 
Psycho Shredded Wheat

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
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Art in the McNamara Terminal Update
We should have the final language to sign sometime soon to display along with 
Pewabic Pottery. It will be a 4 month run. 

Please make sure to email SOAA200@gmail.com if you are interested in displaying 
some work for this. At this time, there are no updates as to when this will happen. 
The airport legal department is still working out language as this is the first time 
the airport is doing something like this. I know we have been talking about it for a 
while, but eventually it will happen. 

Currently these artists have expressed interest:

Ronda Berger 
Winnie Chrzanowski 
Joyce Coyne 
Philip Deneau 
Noah Ford 

Cynthia Gould 
Erica Davis Hernandez  
Tom Kulich 
Camille Lecoutre 
John Nagridge 

Scott Newport  
Madhu Oberoi 
Kathy Pare 
Andrea Slomczenski 
Melissa Wilson

Be one of our SOAA 
Artists of The Month 
One of the best parts of our monthly meetings is seeing the beautiful new art 
coming from our members. The variety of mediums, styles, and subject matter never 
fail to inspire. We’d love to see the new work you make and hope you bring it in and 
submit in our Artist of the Month competition. Here’s our contest rules:

1.	 You must be an SOAA member in attendance to enter artwork in the  
monthly contest.

2.	 All artwork must be submitted by 7:00 p.m. Voting ends at 7:15 p.m.

3.	 Our categories are Portrait, Representational, Abstract, and 3-Dimensional.

4.	 Artists may enter two pieces of art each month. They do not need to be entered 
in the same category. 

5.	 First & Second Place Awards will be given in each category. In the event of a tie, 
both winners will receive an award.

6.	 Anyone attending the meeting may vote for the Artists of The Month. 

7.	 Winners are announced at the end of the meeting and will have their photo 
taken for our newsletter. 

8.	 Once a piece of art has been entered in the Artist of The Month contest, it cannot 
be entered again. 

9.	 When a piece of art borders on two categories, the Awards Chair may  
assist with category selection with artist agreement. Some art could fit in 
multiple categories. 

Not a  
member yet? 
What are you waiting for? We would 
love to have you join us! Your dues  
pay for our monthly room rental, 
speaker fees, program supplies, 
website, mailing expenses, and more.

As a member, you can participate in 
our shows, art fairs, and our Artist of 
the Month competition. You can also 
have your art featured on our website.  
(See below.) 

Annual membership dues are $30 per 
individual or $35 for two adults living 
at the same address. Bring a guest to 
any meeting for $5.

Payments can be made by cash or 
check made out to South Oakland Art 
Association or by credit card (using a 
credit card will incur a 4% added  
service charge.) 

If you’re renewing, be sure to let us 
know if you have any updated contact 
information changes such as name, 
address, phone, etc. 

Questions regarding membership can 
be directed to Susan Donnellon at 
sdonnellon6925@gmail.com.

Show your artwork 
on our website
Another advantage of membership is 
our Member Artwork Section on our 
SOAA website at southoaklandart.com. 
It’s easy to do and allows us to show 
off the talents of our membership. 

Submit up to 8 photos of your 
artworks you would like to display, a 
short bio and/or artist statement, and 
possibly a photo of yourself to be used 
in your section. Photos should be in 
jpeg format. 

Email them to Webmaster John Rash 
at rash.john1@gmail.com along with 
your contact information.

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
mailto:SOAA200%40gmail.com?subject=I%27d%20love%20to%20have%20my%20art%20in%20the%20Mcnamara%20Terminal
mailto:sdonnellon6925%40gmail.com?subject=SOAA%20membership
https://southoaklandart.com
mailto:rash.john1%40gmail.com?subject=I%27d%20like%20my%20artwork%20on%20the%20SOAA%20website%2C%20please.
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Art School
Painting Classes with John Rash
Painting - All Media 
Thursdays, 9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

Painting - Watercolor  
Fridays, 9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.

Generally, 8 classes = $65. 

These classes are held at the Mahany/Meininger Community 
Center at 3500 Marias, Royal Oak. 

For more information, call 248-246-3900

Watercolor 
Techniques and 
Creative Watercolor 
Play with Joyce 
Knight-Coyne
Whether or not you have 
taken one of Joyce’s classes 
before, if you want to 
expand on techniques or just 
learn and experiment with 
techniques and creation with 
watercolor, this class is for 
you. Suggested supply list 
available upon registration.

Wednesdays, 6:15 – 8:45 pm  
November 4 – December 23

$80 Residents  
$100 Non-residents

For more information,  
call 249-246-3900

Unlock Your Artistic Potential with  
Private Lessons by Melissa Wilson
Are you interested in private art lessons? Look no further! 
Melissa Wilson, an award-winning art teacher, is here to 
guide you on your artistic journey. 

Melissa specializes in a variety of mediums, including Oil, 
Watercolor, Encaustic, Ceramics, Photography, and so much 
more. Whether you’re a beginner eager to learn or an 
experienced artist looking to refine your skills, Melissa offers 
private lessons tailored to your needs. Each private session 
lasts 2.5 hours and is just $50 per session. 

Contact Melissa today at melissawilson192@gmail.com  
to schedule your private art lesson and “unleash  
your creativity!” 

Bringing Walls to Life: 
Got walls? Muralists and Artists Andrea Slomczenski and 
Juliana Rabban are always on the lookout for new mural 
projects and creative collaborations in the Metro Detroit 
Area. With a shared passion for transforming spaces through 
vibrant, large-scale artwork, we’re excited to bring our unique 
styles and experiences to both outdoor and indoor spaces. 

From community projects to commercial or residential 
spaces, each mural either of us create is designed to reflect 
the spirit of the community and the vision of our clients. 
Recent projects always remind us how powerful art can be in 
shaping and uplifting spaces. If you have a friend, friend of a 
friend, family member, or other who is looking for a muralist, 
we can help bring it to life! 

You can view Andrea’s work at andreajs.com or visit her 
Instagram @AndreaSztuka. Or email her at  
Andreajs.illustrations@gmail.com

You can view Juliana’s work at justbyjuliana.com or visit 
her Instagram @justbyjuliana. You can email her at 
justbyjuliana@gmail.com 

Do you know who else paints murals? 
SOAA member Joyce Coyne! You can email her at 
sandybeadsllc@gmail.com.

Sketchy Business

https://southoaklandart.com
mailto:melissawilson192%40gmail.com?subject=Yes%2C%20I%20would%20love%20private%20art%20lessons%21
https://www.andreajs.com
mailto:https://www.andreajs.com?subject=
https://www.justbyjuliana.com
mailto:justbyjuliana%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:justbyjuliana%40gmail.com?subject=
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https://southoaklandart.com


BLICK Art Materials is one of the largest providers of art supplies within the U.S. with over 90,000 
items available online, in our catalog, and at our retail locations. BLICK has been “Family-Owned 
and Serving Artists” since 1911. It is currently in its third generation of family ownership.

Follow BLICK on social media
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3 convenient locations
Royal Oak — 28878 Woodward Ave., (248) 548-7679

Detroit — 4501 Woodward Ave., (313) 833-9616

Dearborn — 14339 Michigan Ave., (313) 581-7063

Sketchy Business

https://www.dickblick.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BlickArtMaterials/
https://www.youtube.com/@Blick_Art
https://twitter.com/Blick_Art/
https://www.instagram.com/blickartmaterials/
https://southoaklandart.com
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Sketchy Business

mailto:NoahAFordREO%40gmail.com?subject=Hi%2C%20Noah%21%20I%20need%20a%20realtor%21
https://southoaklandart.com
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