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EAST ARKANSAS ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES RUN FOR ARKANSAS’ 1ST

DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL SEAT IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES

On February 14, 2022, Arkansas attorney, Jody Lee

Shackelford, 36, of Cherokee Village announced his

run for Arkansas’ 1st District Congressional seat. A

life-long Republican, Shackelford will run against

incumbent Rick Crawford, 56, and another challenger,

State Representative Brant Smith, 62, both of

Jonesboro. While Crawford has held office since 2011,

and Smith since 2015, Shackelford offers a fresh face

to politics in the State.

This is Shackelford’s first campaign, but that didn’t

hurt more than half of the 2019 freshman

congressional class who were elected into Congress

without prior political experience, according to the Washington Post. Shackelford said

he aims to challenge the establishment and put his efforts to work for his district in

Washington with an eye on economic recovery above all. His campaign is focused on

raising the bar on effective service for the nation and Arkansas while bringing the office

to its maximum potential.

“It's hard to ignore how our families are endangered by bad policies and hard

times under the current president. My granddad always taught me, "talk is cheap."

Serving in a position where a real difference can be made has been on my heart for a

long time.” Shackelford said. “It’s time to step up, or shut up, and I have something to

say about boosting the economy, solving the border crisis, balancing the budget and

actually stopping the runaway waste of big government.”

The winner of the Arkansas Republican Primary will go on to face the Democratic

challenger in the November 8, 2022 general election.

For Shackelford, the focus is the protection and defense of the U.S. Constitution,

something he deals with regularly in the practice of law. He also has plans for a  strong

economic platform aimed at putting more money in the people’s pockets and less into

the pockets of big government.

“The government blows our money and borrows more to blow. The current

national debt is $23.3 trillion. That number can’t even fit in the mind - but trust me it’s

real. As real as any other national threat. This is a top pressing issue that no one is

solving. The bow will break if we do not turn this ‘should’ into a ‘must.’ We must, must,

must address this issue. In many ways, we need to Dave Ramsey this thing,” Shackelford
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said.

“The way to do it is to spend less, and make more. We need to pass a bill that

directs the U.S. Commerce Department to launch a national campaign to boost value

production in all forms, from encouraging at-home small business to boosting U.S.

Manufacturing. Incentives should include tax deductions, commerce credits, and

enhanced access to Small Business Administration guarantees,” Shackelford said.

He promotes the concept of intra-company entrepreneurship, where instead of

an employee leaving to start their own business, entrepreneurial employees are allowed

to start entrepreneurial projects within their current companies. “Business owners like

making more money, and a creative entrepreneurial employee who brings in more

money both makes the employee wealthier and the company, too. Everyone wins,” he

said. “The government's role should be to encourage this economic process and

eliminate roadblocks to these free-market solutions.”

According to Fox Business’s Larry Kudlow, Roughly 33 million Americans have

quit their jobs since the spring of 2021.

“In the face of the Great Resignation, as some have called it, we need to think of

new solutions to optimize everyone’s position, employer and employee, all while

working within the free-market. We don’t need a union or new law to force employers to

follow arbitrary rules. If a company is known to allow entrepreneurship within its walls,

it will attract money making employees and grow stronger net-results,” Shackelford

said.

Shackelford believes there are common-sense solutions to the immigration

problem. Solutions that will boost the overall economy and stop the waterfall of illegal

border crossings. “Everyone knows we need immigrants. I humbly submit we need

quality legal immigrants with a quicker path to contributing to the upcoming American

economic boom,” he said. “We need to fix the immigration process at the most basic

level. Starting all the way down to when a candidate walks in the front door of the

immigration office, what do they see first, what happens next. We need to craft this

process with intention.”

Most people would agree that having more money in their pockets is a good

thing. Shackelford suggests this can be accomplished through lower taxes and slashing

wasteful spending. "With smarter data-driven spending, we can guarantee that the

Joe-public Taxpayer is getting a return on their tax dollar," he said.

At his core, Shackelford is passionate about American innovation and freedom

and has a solid background as both an entrepreneur and a U.S. Military veteran.

Shackelford served state-side in the Arkansas Army National Guard, Infantry Division,

from 2003-2005, during Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.

During his service, he received the Army National Defense Service Medal and the Global

War on Terrorism Service Medal. He was an Army JAG officer candidate in 2021;

however, a medical waiver stopped his candidacy due to a prior spinal fusion.

A solid family man, he also took his grandfather's dream invention, The Rocket

Shot Target - a device that propels tin-cans into the air for target practice - and made it a

reality. As a grandfather/grandson team they even landed in the third round of selection



for ABC’s Shark Tank television show. Shackelford used his business sense and

experience to make connections at product expos that ultimately resulted in a licensing

deal with Daisy Outdoors, seeing distribution in over 3,000 Walmart stores and Bass

Pro Shops.

Shackelford believes entrepreneurship is the key to the American dream. As a

young man he founded a popular local newspaper, the Spring River Chronicle and later

sold it to fund his dreams of a college education. Today, Shackelford said he encourages

vocational training along with traditional college as a path to better jobs, and he is

dedicated to reviving apprenticeship programs to expand the skill sets.

"Wealth is attracted to any kind of practical value like a magnet. If a person

learns a practical skill, then they are more likely to earn a higher income, and that never

stops. The more value a person learns to generate, the more money reflected back at

them," he said.

In the 2000s, Shackelford committed to learning practical skills from his kitchen

table via his laptop. He went from struggling paycheck to paycheck as a new staff writer,

to launching his own magazine, the Spring River Survival Guide Magazine, which he

learn to do by watching YouTube videos. The publication printed over 150,000 copies

"They were full of ads, and that paid the bills," he said. "That beat cleaning horse stalls

after work for extra gas money," he said.

American business and commerce is tied to immigration in many ways and

Shackelford suggests helping the good and stopping the bad. "America is special. I

believe what Ronald Regan said, that you can go to France, but you will never be a

Frenchman. You can go to Germany, but you will never become a real German. In

America, anyone can apply for citizenship and earn their place as a real American. It's

only fair to stop line-jumpers who spit in the face of those who do it the right way. Make

the "right way" smooth and efficient and not a bureaucratic mess," he said.

"We must not let liberals control the frame with regard to the republican position

on immigration. We are not anti-immigration. We are anti-ILLEGAL-immigration.

Irish, English, Italian, and the whole world - our ancestors were immigrants and worked

hard to become a part of America."

Shackelford has a zero-tolerance stance against Russian aggression towards

free-market democracy in America and abroad. He discourages all Russian activities

and interests in the United States. He believes in smaller government through smarter

government, with more power to the state and local communities. He supports more

freedom for workers and businesses while encouraging all to pay their fair share, and he

opposes any individual obtaining special privileges from the government. He is also a

fierce protector of free-market capitalism with a focus on growth for Arkansas and the

nation.

He is also passionate about the freedom to own guns under the 2nd Amendment

of the U.S. Constitution. His campaign focuses on the complete protection of the Second

Amendment and the right to bear arms. As the Rocket Shot’s product developer, a

life-long sports shooter, and a proud member of the National Rifle Association, the

Second Amendment is close to the heart.



“To get America back on the right track, we must first make it safe again,” he said.

Shackelford believes in the right to open carry because the right is granted by the U.S.

Constitution. But protecting America isn't only about the borders and the Second

Amendment. He asserts that we must be allowed to make our own choices as free

Americans. He firmly opposes mask mandates. His strategy is to emphasize quality

public health balanced with personal freedom. “Masks are encouraged but should never

be mandated,” he said.

Shackelford's family supports his run for office one hundred percent. He is

married to Crystal Shackelford, a Family Nurse Practitioner at St. Bernards First Care in

Highland. They have a wonderful dog, Chloe, a loving Rocky Mountain Cur, and they're

both active in their community at United Methodist Church. Outside of his campaign,

Shackelford has a general law practice in Highland near his home in Cherokee Village,

AR, where he has lived with his wife for 10-years.

"My husband has a lot to offer this district. His energy, his focus, he really knows

how to solve problems in creative ways. His story inspires people like I have never seen,"

Crystal Shackelford said.

Shackelford graduated from Williford High School, with a class of 15 other

students. He went on to earn an associate degree from Ozarka College in Melbourne,

and a public relations degree from Arkansas Tech University in Russellville, before

earning his Doctorate of Jurisprudence from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock

William H. Bowen School of Law. In addition to his education in the classroom,

Shackelford has  experience in the publishing industry, manufacturing, importing and

exporting, and in the practice of law itself.

Many in the 1st District feel Shackelford is the right candidate for the U.S. House

Representative for Arkansas' 1st Congressional District because of his drive, passion and

ability to solve problems. He has been a successful entrepreneur and attorney, and he

understands how to create jobs in Arkansas. As a veteran, his background in the military

gives him a deep understanding of both military issues and government organizations.

The 1st District is made up of 30 counties: Arkansas, Baxter, Chicot, Clay,

Cleburne, Craighead, Crittenden, Cross, Desha, Fulton, Greene, Independence, Izard,

Jackson, Lawrence, Lee, Lincoln, Loneoke, Mississippi, Monroe, Phillips, Poinsett,

Prairie, Randolph, St. Francis, Searcy, Sharp, Stone, Woodruff, and parts of Jefferson.

Shackelford said he will be traveling across the district, continuing to meet voters

to discuss the issues. “Growing up here on the Spring River, I have dug ditches in the

hard ground in the winter, and I have roofed houses in the July sun in the summer. I’m

also honored to have taken dirty crooks to trial for these families and won them real

justice. I stand for the flag and I don’t kneel when they play the Star Spangled Banner.

I’m proud to be an American, and I’m running for Congress to defend our freedom, cut

waste, and make bold moves to solve the biggest problems our families face day-to-day.

I’m asking for your trust, and I’m asking for your vote this May 24, 2022,” Shackelford

said.

The Arkansas Republican primary election in Arkansas will be held on May 24,

2022, with early voting May 9, 2022. For more information on candidate Shackelford

visit his website at https://ElectJody.com from your computer, tablet, or smartphone.

https://electjody.com


His campaign office can be reached at his Highland location at 870-955-5035.

References:

1. https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Outtakes%3A+an+inside+look+into+Arkansas

+media-a0263520829

2. https://ualr.edu/news/2017/06/14/daisy-rocket-shot/jody-shackleford/

3. https://talkbusiness.net/2017/05/the-rocket-shot-nearly-landed-on-shark-tank-

its-now-a-daisy-product

https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Outtakes%3A+an+inside+look+into+Arkansas+media-a0263520829
https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Outtakes%3A+an+inside+look+into+Arkansas+media-a0263520829
https://ualr.edu/news/2017/06/14/daisy-rocket-shot/jody-shackleford/
https://talkbusiness.net/2017/05/the-rocket-shot-nearly-landed-on-shark-tank-its-now-a-daisy-product
https://talkbusiness.net/2017/05/the-rocket-shot-nearly-landed-on-shark-tank-its-now-a-daisy-product

