📖 Study Guide: On the Battlefield – Episode 1: “Why”
Theme Verse:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.”
— Proverbs 3:5–6 (NIV)

🎧 Episode Summary
In this episode of the New Beginnings Podcast, Tim McGuire wrestles with one of the hardest questions believers face:
“Why does God allow loss, suffering, and unanswered questions?”
Drawing from personal experiences in the Texas Hill Country and the challenges of life on the battlefield—both physical and spiritual—Tim invites listeners to bring their “whys” to God. While we may never fully understand the reasons, we can always trust the Who—Jesus Christ—who remains present, steadfast, and enough.

🪖 1. Opening Reflection
· What “why” questions have you wrestled with in your life?
· How do moments of pain or confusion affect your faith and prayer life?
· When have you experienced God’s presence even without understanding His purpose?

📜 2. Scripture Focus
Read the following passages and discuss or journal your insights:
1. Job 1:20–22 – How did Job respond to his suffering? What does his response teach us about faith when life feels unfair?
2. Isaiah 55:8–9 – What does this passage reveal about God’s perspective versus ours?
3. John 11:32–44 – How did Jesus handle the grief and questions surrounding Lazarus’s death?
4. Romans 8:28 – What does this verse promise about God’s work in all circumstances?
5. 2 Corinthians 12:9–10 – How does God use weakness and suffering to show His strength?

⚔️ 3. Battlefield Application
In the military, unanswered questions can lead to doubt, but soldiers must still follow orders and trust leadership. Spiritually, this parallels our walk with Christ. We may not understand the “why,” but we can still trust His command.
Reflect:
· How can obedience to God become an act of trust during suffering?
· What spiritual disciplines (prayer, worship, fellowship) help anchor you when life feels uncertain?
· In what ways can you model trust and resilience for others who are struggling?

💬 4. Key Takeaways
· Faith is not the absence of questions; it’s the decision to trust amid them.
· God’s silence is not His absence.
· Pain can become the soil where deeper faith grows.

🙏 5. Closing Prayer
Father, when the “whys” of life overwhelm me, help me to remember that You are still sovereign, still good, and still near. Give me faith to trust Your timing, courage to walk in obedience, and peace to rest in Your promises. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

📘 6. Challenge for the Week
1. Write your own “why” prayer. Be honest with God—name your confusion, pain, or disappointment, and then end by reaffirming your trust in Him.
2. Share encouragement. Reach out to someone who is struggling and remind them that even when we don’t know the why, we can trust the Who.

🔗 Further Study
· Psalm 13 – David’s honest cry and ultimate trust.
· Habakkuk 3:17–19 – Choosing faith when life falls apart.
· Romans 5:1–5 – The purpose of suffering in building character and hope.

