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 Born in Alexandria, Egypt. Came to the U.S. in 2005.

 A research scientist at Sandia National Laboratories 
since 2010.

 PhD in Aeronautical Eng. (UC Davis), 2008.

 MSc In Applied Math (UC Davis), 2009.

 Postdoctoral fellow at Carnegie Mellon university 
(2008 – 2010).

 50+ publications, sole inventor on 4 patents.

 Founded a robotics program at the Islamic Center 
of New Mexico. Formed several award-winning 
Muslim teams in international competitions



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

 Enormous peer pressure from non-Muslims.

 False notion that Islam is about performing rituals with 
little implication on one’s career.

 Negative media coverage about Islam and Muslims.

 False notion that Muslims are behind in terms of 
civilization and world leadership.

Common Struggles our youth face in the USA:

In this program, we work on providing solutions for these challenges and providing a path towards

restoring the leadership of the Islamic civilization isA.

 This led to an Identity Crisis:

Many of our youth act as Muslims only in the masjid 

and hide their Islamic identity somehow outside of it!
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A Muslim husband-and-wife team of researchers: 

Ugur Sahin, 55, and Ozlem Tureci, 53

Saved the world from Corona Virus
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OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

 In order to solve all these problems and 
raise a capable generation of proud 

Muslims we need to restore the 

universal role of the “Masjid”

 Like the old days:

 Our Muslim kids should find answers to 
the questions they have in the masjid.

 They should learn how to develop their 
careers the Islamic way in the masjid.

 They need to see the impact of the 

masjid on their daily life!

Struggles to Strengths isA

Educational circles in masajid used to provide a direct 

mentorship between the students and their teacher! 



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

I have been studying how to increase the impact of the masjid on

our kids since 2012 in different capacities (Sunday School

coordinator, director of youth, founder of multiple STEM programs,

programming/coding instructor, etc.)

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

In 2016 we founded Ibn-Sina Mind-Crafters School at ICNM to 

teach our Muslim kids the basics of robotics in the masjid!

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 
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We even added programming into the Sunday 

School Curriculum

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

In 2016, we formed two teams and participated in the 

international competition of First Lego League (Age: 9 – 14)

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)

Both Teams won top 

awards in NM qualifiers 

then NM Championship



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

Our Muslim teams got invited to an international competition 

organized by NASA and we won the core-value award 

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)
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Our great accomplishment was cheered by the press and 

NM politicians in Congress. Our kids got invited to present 

robotics workshops for gifted students in top public schools.

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)
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In 2018, we decided to take it to the next level and formed 

a First Tech Challenge (FTC) Team. Our team was able to win 

5 awards in the first season!

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)
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RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

In 2019, Our team won the inspire award in the Sandia qualifiers and 

added 4 more trophies and competed in 3 States. We were featured 

in the SIGGRAPH (top conference in in computer graphics) blog.

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 

RECOVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

In 2020, We started a world-wide Stem awareness movement. Our 

team was able to win the Championship of NM regionals (included 

top teams from Mexico) and qualify to world Championship. 

Words into Actions 

Islamic Center of New Mexico (2012 – 2021)
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Our Proposal: Form new Muslim Teams to participate in FIRST International Competitions
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Our Proposal: Form new Muslim Teams to participate in FIRST International Competitions

 We will seed our initiative with one team in the First Tech challenge competition.

 As we inspire and train more coaches to join, we will expand the program to all levels.

 I am expecting, in a few years, this program will be like a mini-university inside our masjid isA.
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FIRST Tech Challenge Skills

Engineering Notebook
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FIRST Tech Challenge Skills

Robot Design
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FIRST Tech Challenge Skills

Programming and AI
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FIRST Tech Challenge Skills

3D Modeling
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FIRST Tech Challenge Skills

Marketing
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FIRST Tech Challenge Skills

Outreach Activities
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FIRST Tech Challenge Skills

Public Speaking



OUR MUSLIM YOUTH
RAISING A GENERATION OF PROUD CAPABLE MUSLIMS THAT 
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 Interview interested students. Each candidate is required 

to provide a paragraph about why they should be 

selected as a MARVELS team member.

 Select team members. 

 Pick a Team Captain, a Treasurer, and a Media Officer.

 Choose sub-teams and start preparing for an awesome 

season.

 Train more coaches and expand the program isA.

Next Steps



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!

Questions?


