Comprehensive Plan Survey Results
Dear Tax Payer in Porter, Maine:

As the Porter Comprehensive Planning Committee starts to put together a plan for the next 20 years, we would very much appreciate hearing from the tax payers of Porter regarding the future of our town’s land and resources. We have attached a survey on topics that will determine the direction of growth and change in our town.   We hope that you will take the time to give us your thoughts, concerns and ideas from which we will draw as we update our comprehensive plan, as required by state law.  To sweeten the prospect of your completion of this lengthy survey, we are offering a one time tax credit of $200 for the winner of a drawing of tax account numbers from completed surveys on file at the town office, to be held on September 14, 2011 at our regularly scheduled meeting time. The winner of this $200 incentive will be notified the following day by the Treasurer of the Town of Porter, Sylvia Wilson.
Thank you.

Members of the Comprehensive Planning Committee:

Mark Bolton



Jean Stanley

Kathy Chaiklin


Allan Walch

Forrest Day



Jean Williams

Peter Hagerty


Sylvia Wilson

Ron Silvia



Margaret Zack

Please continue now with the survey questions.

A.  DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION :

Please check one of the following categories:

1. Are you: ___86____ a year round resident of Porter __24_____ a summer resident of Porter or ___30_____ a non-resident landowner of Porter?        If a non-resident, please move to Item B: The Economy

2. How long have you lived in Porter?  __18___All your life; _23___ 10 years or less; __16___ 11 to 20 years; 

__19____ 21 to 30 years; __28____  31 years or more.  61 years or more -- 1
3.   How many people live at your home?  __________

1 – 31

2 – 48

3 – 11

4 – 10

5 – 1

6 – 1

8 -- 1

4. Please answer on the grid below with the number of people in your household for each category:
	CATEGORY
	Under 5
	6 to 12
	   13 to 18
	19 to 25
	26 to 35
	36 to 50
	  51 to 65
	66 to 80
	81 or older

	AGE- # in household
	   3
	  15
	12
	   11
	   7
	   21
	74
	  49
	9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SEX
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Female # in household
	3
	9
	4
	2
	2
	19
	32
	26
	3

	Male # in household
	
	7
	8
	9
	3
	22
	38
	25
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EMPLOYMENT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Employed Part-time
	
	
	1
	4
	2
	10
	7
	3
	

	Employed Full-time
	
	
	2
	1
	5
	16
	34
	2
	

	Unemployed
	2
	
	1
	3
	
	2
	6
	
	

	Underemployed
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	6
	
	

	Retired
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	14
	43
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EDUCATION COMPLETED
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eighth Grade
	
	
	3
	
	
	1
	9
	4
	

	High School or GED
	
	
	1
	6
	3
	15
	27
	22
	3

	Community College or

   Technical Training
	
	
	
	3
	1
	6
	17
	10
	

	 Bachelor’s Degree
	
	
	
	1
	3
	9
	9
	7
	1

	Master's Degree
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	4
	9
	5

	Other Advanced 

   Education    
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	4
	10
	

	  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HOUSEHOLD INCOME
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under $10,000
	
	
	1
	2
	1
	3
	5
	5
	

	$10,000 to 25,000
	
	
	
	1
	1
	8
	9
	13
	1

	$25,001 to 40,000
	
	
	
	
	
	6
	15
	7
	1

	$40,001 to 65,000
	
	
	
	1
	
	8
	8
	6
	1

	$65,001 to 80,000
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	1
	8
	

	$80,001 to 100,000
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	1
	1
	1

	$100,001 or more
	
	
	
	1
	
	1
	1
	
	


B. THE ECONOMY:

1. Should the Town of Porter promote economic development?   102-Yes,    14-No,     17-Unsure



Clean

 2.    If YES, which of the following ways should the town promote economic development? 



Tax breaks for economic development     70-Yes,    25-No,     8-Unsure



But not a giveaway

· Hire someone to help bring in jobs?     26-Yes,      51- No,      30-Unsure

· Make zoning laws less restrictive?       42-Yes,      40-No,       16-Unsure



Residential should stay residential.

· Apply for grants and raise taxes to bring in town septic?   17-Yes,    66-No,    22-Unsure



Providing our school taxes are reduced.

· Help developers defray costs by helping to pay for public facilities?  
                   21-Yes,   39-No,        28-Unsure          Unclear

· Other forms? 


· 
Yes to grants.

· 
Encourage tax-paying businesses.

· 
Do away with dictator ideas.

·       Create pilot sustainable/alternative energy business in old buildings owned by the  town such as one of the old mill buildings.

· Vo-tec education; pursue grants, etc. in areas of recreation/community space and  support small business developments.

· 
Farm cooperatives.

· 
Consultants to find out what industries suited to work force.

· 
Public toilets (cleaned regularly).

· 
Less regulation, more free market enterprise.

· 
Small amount of commercial zoning on route 25.

· 
Advertise.

·       Old woolen mill.

3.  Are there enough areas zoned for economic development?   34-Yes,   14-No,   79-Unsure

4.  When balancing economic and environmental concerns, is Porter presently:  (check one)    

       
79- balanced about right;    13- too pro-economic;    25- too pro environmental.


Not sure about this question.



How about neither?



Low in both areas.



Neither--it is flat, neutral, stale.  Neither is a priority.

5. Should Porter set higher performance standards for industrial and commercial development (including logging) to protect surrounding land use and landscapes? 

         61-Yes,      36-No,      27-Unsure



Yes, if are none are set.

6.  Is there development that you think might be threatening to Porter?

         26-Yes,       39-No,       52-Unsure 

     
If yes, please describe:



Apparently not.



H2O bottling plants.



Small building lots.



Large factories and malls.



Industry producing pollution.




Anything toxic threatening environment.



Waste management.



Need strict oversight of development.



Toxic waste landfill.



Government jobs and intervention.



Housing development.



Logging--cut more selectively leaving some trees for the future.

                        We don't need new houses built when there are so many for sale and in disrepair.



Forestland owned by out-of-town operators whose logging threatens Colcord Pond.



Large landfills.



Not much development happens here.



Trailer parks and other "low cost" housing do not attract the kind of citizen that 


                    improves Porter.



Area below Devil's Den is heavily logged and has new road.



Industrial waste. 



Too much dictator ideas.



Any development will require strict oversight.  Any industrial or commercial 


                   development should not be a potential threat to the environment. 



Large tracts of land being purchased by developers.

7.  Is housing affordable in Porter?    67-Yes,     11-No,     44-Unsure  

     If no, what action should the town of Porter take? 


Lower taxes for those who do not have children in schools



Encourage low-income housing.



With market down, housing is unstable.



Elderly housing.



Again, stop dictators.



Encourage well managed low-income housing with required responsible maintenance.

8.  Part of Porter lies within Kezar Falls Village. Should Porter take steps to support economic 

growth in Kezar Falls?    82-Yes,     15-No,     20-Unsure

   If yes, what steps? 



Recruit residents w/experience in this area--I bet we have some--to work w/selectmen     


        and KF Business Association.



Yes, absolutely.  To deny the 'visible" link between both entities is foolish.  Both areas 


        are a visitor's first impression of the area.



Wish it were possible.



Encourage development of adequate parking; cooperate with Parsonsfield.



Promote recreational activities.



Kezar Falls Village does not exist.  You only have Hiram and Porter in Oxford County 


       and Parsonsfield in York.



It is vital to attract business to create local jobs and attract people to our town.



We need more shopping facilities, gas stations.



Promote business.



Help write grant for septic system for village area.



A village of a 2 mile circle.



Have all towns working together.



Encourage business to set up in Kezar Falls to broaden tax base.



Porter needs to help all of Porter not just the Kezar Falls area.



Make sure all involved get their fair due but do not infringe on residential areas.



Green jobs.



More tax breaks.



Website to attract business.



Resolve County difference.



Collaborative Development.



Redevelop properties in Falls area.



Refurbish old mill.



Kezar Falls gets what Porter doesn't want.



Not sure.



Rehab the mill for shops and stores.



Active participation in revitalizing the woolen mill. 



Participate in any effort to save the former bank building from disrepair and marginal 


      businesses.



Join with Parsonsfield to investigate development possibilities with the mill.



Restaurant.



A redevelopment/economic development zone within the old mill & Federal (Stanley)                                         

                  
would have potential  (arts, /light industrial/brewing, etc.)



A public sewer system is necessary for encouraging sound, responsible development. 

            Porter and Parsonsfield, i.e., Kezar Falls, should look into being in the same 


                    county! 



Take down the mill and develop the waterfront into scenic area to be enjoyed by all.

Twenty years ago in our last survey we asked people to comment on economic activity. We repeat this question again. Please check the appropriate boxes in the following grid about types of possible activity in Porter.

NOTE: A number of 2011 respondents indicated "Encourage" and then qualified this response with "Allow Anywhere" or "Confine in Locations".  All responses are reflected in the table below. 
	Land Use
	  Encourage
	Allow Anywhere
	Confine in Locations
	Discourage

	Affordable Housing
	68
	18
	33
	17

	Agriculture
	95
	33
	20
	  1

	Animal Shelters
	41
	10
	60
	14

	Bed and breakfasts
	83
	50
	15
	  3

	Campgrounds
	57
	13
	69
	  8

	Clear Cutting
	  7
	  7
	34
	77

	Cottage Industries
	70
	25
	38
	  7

	Day Care
	63
	48
	35
	  1

	Duplexes 
	26
	27
	58
	15

	Elder Housing
	71
	30
	42
	  4

	Fast Food Restaurants
	32
	11
	51
	43

	Heavy Industry
	29
	  4
	74
	40

	Keeping Livestock
	51
	20
	69
	  2

	Land Fills
	  4
	  4
	46
	63

	Light Industry
	58
	21
	56
	  4

	Medical Facilities
	79
	34
	33
	  1

	Mobile Homes 
	29
	29
	43
	29

	Mobile Home Parks
	13
	11
	57
	51

	Motels-Hotels
	33
	24
	68
	13

	Multi-Family Housing
	33
	23
	64
	23

	Offices 
	57
	31
	48
	  7

	Offices in the Home
	66
	63
	14
	  1

	Restaurants
	74
	25
	45
	  1

	Retail Stores
	59
	18
	59
	  6

	Seasonal Conversions
	45
	28
	35
	  8

	Seasonal Dwelling
	70
	39
	33
	  7

	Shopping Centers
	46
	12
	55
	33

	Timber Harvesting
	32
	28
	84
	  8

	Other?
	  1
	  0
	  2
	  1


Comments:

            Affordable Housing, Allow anywhere--Absolutely not!


Agriculture--With regulated use of fertilizer and pesticides.


Campgrounds, Discourage--You'll have people living there.


Clear Cutting--Isn't this regulated by the state? Strictly controlled. Needs regulation and 


        oversight.


Cottage Industries and Day Care--??


Fast Food Restaurants--NO! Outside of villages.


Heavy Industry--Curious about the definition. Confine in Locations--If well regulated and with 

         oversight.


Mobile Homes--We have enough.


Mobile Home Parks--No Way!


Motels-Hotels--Don't need.


Offices in Homes--Traffic concerns.


Retail Stores--Depends, not box stores. Discourage--Big box stores.


Seasonal conversions--Dwellings?  ? Not sure what this means.


Seasonal Dwelling--Unsure. Don't know what this is.


Shopping Centers--No! At New Hampshire line.

Timber Harvesting--With controls. With replacement. Selective and environmentally sound. 

Well supervised, sustainable harvest. With more regulation, etc. Encourage well 


                 done, selective harvesting and environmentally sound.


Other--?.  Parks and recreational opportunities. Youth center needed.  Youth center w/arts, 

         crafts, work skills.

C. PUBLIC FACILITES AND SERVICES:

Please rate the following public facilities and services.  Circle your answer.    Feel free to comment further.




          
        Poor       Fair      Good    Excellent

1………2………3………4……..

Water Supply (Aqua Maine)      
7
  7
53
15
Solid Waste Management

4
12
68
26
Storm Water Drainage

10
35
55
  7
Recycling



4
24
57
35
Police Protection


35
53
26
  5
Fire Department


1
26
55
42
Rescue Service


3
19
53
49
Educational System


7
25
66
16
Summer Road Maintenance

25
42
57
  6
Winter Road Maintenance

24
49
43
12
Town Office Services


0
  8
60
66
Board of Selectmen


3
18
60
39
Code Enforcement
8
23
57
32
Planning Board


4
25
57
23
Board of Appeals


3
26
52
18
Animal Control


11
36
45
  9
Health Care Facilities


1
30
55
33
Recreational Facilities


14
46
29
  6
Cable & Internet Access

32
40
35
11
D.
Transportation

1)  Should tax support be increased for:

    Summer road maintenance:     55 Yes       57 No      32 Unsure

Comments: 

· Do we not pay excise tax for this?

· I would support an increase if assured my road would not be overlooked

· Only when it is feasible to raise taxes

     winter road maintenance:        55 Yes       57  No      36 Unsure

 Comments: 

· Yes, as long as work is complete and winter roads are cleared in a timely manner

2) Are road signs adequate in Porter?       108 Yes       23 No      11 Unsure

     If not, what changes would you make?

Comments:

                     Missing signs

· Replace missing signs  

· Devise a way to prevent theft

· Replace missing stop signs

· My road sign was stolen-Lee Lane

· When street signs go up they must be moved for state regulations

· Replacement of missing signs

· Return stolen signs

· All street should have signs

· Replace all stolen street sins, many are missing

· Replace sign Old Meeting House Rd

· Better signs on Kennard Hill

· Roads could be better marked
· Bushes/trees block visibility
· Bush/trees block the visibility of signs

· Clear trees and branches seasonally

             Enforcement of speed limit

· Road signs are adequate but ignored.

· But people don’t obey

· Enforcement of speed limit

· Young speedy drivers

· Too many road signs; we need a policeman

· We need enforcement

· Failure to obey speed limits in Porter Village

· Signs indicating curves in the road are not necessary if using reasonable speed. Signs are a waste of tax dollars and enable speed

              Other changes

· When street signs go up they must be moved for state regulations 

· More “SLOW Children at Play or school bus, turn around signs

· Visitors are confused by Route 160 signs

· More bullet holes

· In front of Post Office off of Route 25 need signs to slow on-coming traffic.

3) Can you identify any hazardous locations on roads in Porter?
Comments:  

                  Route 25

· Route 25 is unsafe for bikes as is Route 160

· On a bicycle shoulders of 25 near NH

· Repair Route 25

· Route 25 Kezar Falls to NH

· Route 25 in Kezar Falls

· Route 25 coming from Kezar to Cornish there is a bad unlevel portion

· Narrow bridge, general store Route 25

· Route 25 to NH is horrendous.

· Route 25 Tree overhanging road just past mill farm.

                 Kennard Hill

· Better signs on Kennard Hill Rd

· Poor conditions on Kennard Hill

· Kennard Hill should be paved.

· Kennard Hill Rd-daily commute tire destroying pot holes abound

              Colcord Pond Rd

· Access to Route 25 from Colcord Pond rd-hazardous in winter when not adequately sanded in icy conditions

· High speed on Colcord Pond Rd-all the way to Dana Weeks and around that corner to Kennard Hill Rd.

· Curve on Colcord Pond Rd near Meeting house

· First Country and Colcord Pond Rd intersection

· Colcord onto Route 25-poor visibility needs cutting back of trees.

· Mason Rd onto Concord Pond Rd

· The corner of Colcord Pond Rd to Route 25-the visibility is poor –traffic is too fast

· Coming off Colcord Pond onto Route 25-bushes need to be cut; speed is factor as well

· On-coming traffic on 25 west @ Colcord Pond-blind spot. East bound is not great either

· Colcord Pond Rd near the pond. We pay year round taxes and are only here a few months. We have no children in the school system and seldom use town resources. We maintain our own road, however Colcord Pond Rd at this end is a total patch job

                       Old Meeting House Road

· Turning onto Old Meeting House Rd from Spec Pond northbound

· The hill on Old Meeting House at the intersection of Moulton Ridge Rd

· Tucker Rd spur off of Old Meeting House Rd needs gravel drastically. It floods every spring

· Poor conditions on Old Meeting House Rd

                  Porterfield Road

· Poor conditions on  Porterfield,

· Porterfield Rd and Route 160

· Porterfield Rd needs to be repaved

· Porterfield Rd-narrow, rough, no shoulders

· Porterfield rd and Upper Spec Pond Rd where bus has sharp turns. The turn left should be widened

                         Spec Pond Rd

· A few corners on Spec Pond Rd

· Spec Pond Rd

· Intersection of Spec Pond and Black Bog Rd

· Spectacle Pond rd full length, poor curbing, pot holes. 

                         Maple Street

· Rain water accumulation-Maple St

· Drainage of Maple St. It floods every time it rains. Back up in winter. It’s terrible
· Storm drains on Main St fill to overflowing causing flooding in warm temperatures and ice in winter.

                       Speed

· Put resources into speed bumps. No one reduces speed because of signs.

· Trailers too fast

· Speeding is a big problem

· If there were more enforcement of reasonable speed limits, driving and living in this area would be enhanced

· Enfield and Mountain View Avenue-Run stop sign and speeding constant

                          General Poor Road Maintenance

· Seems roads are taken care of close to town, but a way from town hall it’s out of sight, who cares          

· Better than Limington and Parsonsfield. Fair compared to NH

· Roads undeveloped and will continue substandard until rebuilt, not just skin coated

· Pot holes

· Most of them

· Poor road maintenance, not enough money spent

· Any road you drive out of town

· Road corners, can’t see coming vehicles, should cut back bushes and trees

                          General Poor Environment

· Back roads of Porter has trash

· Bagley residence on Bickford Pond Rd-dangerous conditions, open pit trash and other hazards for children exist all over property

                            Need for Better Sidewalks/Other Trails

· Sidewalks on town office to S Hiram line on Route 160 are in bad shape (from snowmobiles mostly). This is a section frequently used by school children!

· A few nice sidewalks on Main St; a snowmobile or ATV crossing to Prevent Main St driving

· Sidewalks need to be maintained in winter, i.e. plowed. Children, elderly and everyone in between shouldn’t have to walk on roadways

· Too narrow for bicycles

· Continue sidewalk repair

                  Other Concerns

· Lack of pavement on Dam Rd. 

· Corner by old theater

· Golf carts on the road

· Kezar Falls Mkt. it is very bad when they park beside the road that goes into the store

· Brighter, larger (perhaps a bright color-red or orange)

· Jeff doing a good job.

· Coming off Gummond. Very hard to see anything coming. Dangerous curve.

· Bickford Pond Rd from Jennifer Lane to NH line

· Big concern about marking and road protection from streams that goes under the road, should be a railing.

· Next to American Legion

· Route 160.

4) Do you or a family member ever:
walk a sidewalk or road in Porter?     105 Yes       52 No            

             # of times per week:     1       2      3       4       5      6      7       less often 

                                                 22     13      7     12      5             15          5

Comments:

· Too dangerous to walk, not enough sidewalks

· Not enough sidewalk space
 bicycle on a sidewalk or road in Porter?      40 Yes       95 No            

             # of times per week:     1       2      3      4     5     6     7     less often 

                                                 14      3      4      5     1            3

Comments:

     use a Porter trail for ATV or snowmobile use?    29 Yes     96 No            

             # of times per week:       1     2      3      4     5     6     7     less often 

                                                   13     5     1      2                   2          4

Comments:

· But we mountain bike them!

 5) Should more be done to support the above activities?       40 Yes      38 No

      What type of support would you recommend?

Comments:

                        Sidewalks

· Keeping sidewalks repaired

· Complete sidewalks and maintain in winter to promote walking to school, etc

· Fix sidewalks to avoid injury

· Sidewalks are in need of repair

· Repair sidewalks

· Fix the sidewalks

· Sidewalks are important

· Keep sidewalks clear in Kezar Falls and towards school in winter

· Fix sidewalks and shovel in winter for those who do use it

· Keep our sidewalks and storm drains maintained

                        ATV/Snowmobile Trails

· Well marked ATV trails

· ATV trails-more of them to keep 4-wheelers off the main road

· ATV/snowmobile trails aren’t compatible with walking-biking? possibly?

· Support ATV, snowmobile trails, hiking

· State ATV clubs take care of trails-or should. Towns should have minimum interference as to the direction they wish to steer their trail system.

· Registration on ATVs too high for restrictions

· State should give more to snow clubs

· Good trail maintenance ATV and Snowmobile

· Encourage organization memberships

· Trails are a source of revenue

· Support clubs that maintain the trails and activities

                                   Bike/Hike Trails-Wider Shoulders

· Perhaps enlist schools or clubs (scouts) to maintain and mark trails at town Farm

· Sidewalks/bike paths

· Bike lanes on major roads

· Walking and bike trails

· More hiking trails

· Trails for walking/running

· Maybe wider paved shoulders

· Walking and biking trails would be a great addition

· Better shoulders for bikes

· More bikeways and walkways on public roads

· Walking trails, wider shoulders on road

· Should encourage a bicycle path outside the normal road

· Shoulders for bikes/walking/running

                          Other Suggestions

· I wish I knew the answer. Bicycles and cars don’t mix well.

· Educating young drivers to slow down for pedestrians

· More promotion

· Provide a map of existing trails

· Just basic maintenance

· Make a plan and work a plan (pick up sections at a time would work best)

· Signing

· Maintain the rural status quo

· Public school children should walk to school if within 1/2 mile of school

6) How many vehicles does your family have?

     # of vehicles:   0        1         2         3         4         5         6 +

                             1       41       69       24       10        1          1

    For all your vehicles what is your total mileage per year?

 0-10,000   10-20,000   20-30,000  30-40,000  40-50,000  50-60,000  60-70,000   70-90,000   100,000+

     27               25                22             20              11                9                7                                    3

7) How many miles (one way) do you or a family member travel in your car to get to:

 # of miles:        0-10    10-20    20-30    30-40    40-50   50-60   60-70   70-80   80-90    90-100  100+

 work:                    19     11         10           9         10           8        3                                                 2
 school:                 11       1                        3           2                

 grocery store:      64      25        19            8           9           1        1
 entertainment:     17       6         11          15         16           2        1            1         1                        2
 medical care:       43     20         13          17         17           2        1  

 church:                           2
8) Do you car pool on a regular basis?    16  Yes    127 No 

9) Do you ever plan a trip with someone else to cut down your mileage?  72 Yes  76 No

10) Have you ever used any public or commercial transportation in Porter?  8 Yes 132 No

       Would you like to have public transportation available?    51 Yes    77 No

Comments: 

· But how in a low density area. It could catch on.

· Yes but it is highly unrealistic. GoMaine.org

· Do we have any?

· Don’t we have “Two Rivers”?

· Bus service to Portland

11)  Do you have transportation available to get you to and from medical services and other appointments?                  128 Yes   17 No  

Comments: 

· As of now 

· At this point I can drive. I’m concerned about the future.

· Thus far

E.  FORESTRY AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES:

1. Porter should continue to offer financial incentives for forest landowners such as tree growth tax breaks? Agree__68___ Disagree__23___

2. Courses in Forest Management should be offered at our local high school? 

Agree__111___ Disagree__26___

3. Loggers should be required to post a performance bond to help minimize damage to town roads? Agree__124___ Disagree__20___

4. Local loggers who provide high quality management of Porter’s forest land should be recognized for it? 

Agree__124___ Disagree__17___

5. The Town of Porter should encourage the preservation of farmland.?  

Agree__130___ Disagree__8___

6. The Town of Porter should encourage profitable farming by:

· Granting tax breaks for land in farm use. Agree___132___ Disagree__24___  

· Forming partnerships with farmers and local schools. Agree___118___  Disagree__18___

· Promoting farmers markets and community supported agriculture. (CSA) Agree__127____   Disagree__11___

7. The Town of Porter should restrict residential and commercial development of land currently under agricultural use.   Agree___84___   Disagree__49___

8. The Town of Porter should allow farm stands in the Village and Rural Districts so that local farmers can sell produce easily.    Agree__140____   Disagree__0___
F. HOUSING:

1. Housing codes should be amended to allow in-law apartments: Agree_98___  Disagree_20__

2. Affordable housing should be encouraged: Agree_97___   Disagree_19__

Comments:   Section 8 brings many issues 

                      No subsidized housing! 

3. Regulation of waterfront property development should be less restrictive: 

Agree__52__ Disagree_65__

4. Housing for Porter residents should include a mobile home park: Agree__43__   Disagree_74__

Comments:  With restrictions 

5. The town should encourage cluster housing development as an alternative to single housing lots? Agree__60__   Disagree_49__
Comments:  So long as mean density is maintained, with restrictions 

G. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS:
The voters of the Town of Porter set aside a sum of money each year for a Capital Improvements Fund. Capital Improvements are large, expensive upgrading projects. An example was the construction of a fire-proof vault for town records several years ago. 

Do you have suggestions for capital improvements needed by the town? If so, please describe:

· Energy efficiency at Town Hall (2)

· Fix up mill

· Town park centrally located  (2)

· Serious improvements needed at HS. All SAD #55 needs to contribute ASAP

· Our road system suffers drastically

· New fire truck every 10 years

· Rebuild/repair sidewalks in KF village (2)

· Clear cut roads 30’ each side

· Town buildings/vehicles emergency fund

· Re-grade, pave town roads (3)

· Pedestrian friendly road shoulders

· Community center

· Cameras to deter speeders on Main Street night and day

· Up-grade Pine Street bridge

· Colcord Pond dam (2)

H. HISTORIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES:

Historic and archeological resources include, but may not be limited to, buildings, abandoned cellars or foundations, millworks, bridges, cemeteries, trees, or landscapes.

1. What historic resources do you want to see protected in the Town of Porter?  Please be as specific as possible.

· Meetinghouse  26

· Covered bridge/ bridges  24

· Cemeteries  47

· History House  5

· Town Pound  5

· Bald Ledge  2

· Devil’s Den 2

· Heath  2

· Stonewalls  2

· Town Farm  2

                Porter Cemetery, Kezar Falls Bridge,  Historic buildings,  cellar holes,  town office building, veteran’s monuments,  trees and landscapes,  marshlands,  buildings in good working order,  old mills,  community resources,  anything over 100 yrs,  Porter Grange,  old school houses,  Bobbin mill,  History Church (RUMC?) each received 0ne vote.


Three people stated that the Woolen Mill should be renovated and one person suggested historic neighborhood designations

2. Do you believe that stone walls and cellar holes are worth protecting?

Protect stone walls-     67 yes
  28 no

Protect cellar holes-     52 yes
   52 no

Protect some, maybe,  or with owner input-  9

Stonewalls and buildings-   1

Stonewalls for borders only –   1

Boundary stonewalls-   1


Comments:  Perhaps University has some interest in protecting and studying 

cellar holes



           My stonewall was destroyed by a neighbor



           If you have a law to protect cellar holes,  then kids falling in 

           could mean a law suit

3. What are the biggest potential threats to these resources?
· Growth/development/new construction/industry- 21

· Stones/granite stolen from foundations/walls/lack of prosecution of “stone thieves”- 11

· Vandalism- 6

· Timber harvesting/clear cutting- 6

· Weather/erosion- 6

· Time- 3

· Over-foresting- 3

· Neglect- 4

· People/teenagers- 7

· Falling down/being unsafe- 1

· Big box stores- 1

· ATV’s- 1

· Theft at isolated locations-1

· Pollution- 1

· Lack of recognition as such- 1

· Lack of funding- 1

· Lack of enforcement of existing regulations- 1

· Lack of interest/ apathy- 1

· Sale to people who don’t recognize historical value

· Road crews damaging boundary walls/dozing- 2

· Lack of money for maintenance of buildings and cemeteries-  1

· Off road dumping-  1

4. Should the Town of Porter require property developers to look for and identify any historic and archaeological resources and take appropriate measures to protect those resources?

Yes- 102    w/1 not meaning protect everything at all costs

No- 27          Unsure- 1

5. What other steps should the town take to protect these resources?
· Awareness

· Whatever it takes

· Locate cellar holes and map (but don’t protect)

· Funding

· Fund enforcement

· Law enforcement to oversee and educate

· Educate youth to care about history/pride in community

· Education

· Require developers to rebuild walls if damaged

· Protect against soil erosion on discontinued roads

· Negotiate donations

· Develop info about/ pride I  resources

· Surveillance of bridge (lights and cameras)

· Background check of developers’  history of work

· Make historical registry and/or district

· Stone walls as property markers should not be disturbed

· Protective codes

· Maintain and preserve buildings/monitor natural resources 

· Wikki or online resource to encourage logging (recording) and notation of historic sites

· Ordinance that defines stone walls as historic resource

· Code enforcement

· Make maps and start tours

· Apply for grants

· Affordable housing development (?)

· Limit ATV use in certain areas

· UMO has a strong archeology department

· Look for residents who care

· Require those who destroy such be responsible for restoration or have Town hire someone to repair same

· Ongoing maintenance

· Fine destroyers of these treasures

· Have neighbors check and report

· If Town hasn’t identified these areas,  then all’s fair-who cares?

I. WATER RESOURCES:      including lakes, streams, rivers, ponds, wetlands, ground water and aquifers.
1. Are you aware of any direct discharges of pollution into waterways in Porter?    __6_Yes __128_No ; 

If yes, can you describe the location: 

· Back of Vulcan Electric

· Destructive lumbering harvests without sanctions

· Oil slicks on Colcord and Bickford Ponds

· Runoff from clear-cutting

· Our farm from manure. We need help.

· Tires in a wetland on Bickford Pond Road.

· Pollution in water from over-sized boat motors on small ponds.

2. Are you aware of any indirect discharges of pollution related to agriculture, forestry, industry, housing developments or other possible sources of contamination that may be affecting water quality in Porter? _13__Yes __119_No; 
If yes, can you describe the location of the indirect discharge? 

a. Laundromat leach field

b. Lawn fertilizers

c. Housing built on wetlands on the Spec. Pond Road

d. Runoff from logging along Moses Chapman Road into Smelt Brook and then into the cove of Colcord Pond.

e. Acid rain everywhere

f. Heavy salt use and cutting of timber have created dramatic changes in Porter water. Wells are contaminated form salt- decreased # of frogs.

g. Lawn chemicals into Upper Black Pond.

h. Cows in stream on Dana Weeks Road

i. Over-harvesting of trees at the end of Colcord Pond Road which has caused silt to build up in coves of the pond.

j. Dog kennel on Ossipee Trail near the river.

k. Sara Bridge Rd.- no barrier to silt running off into 10 Mile Brook

3. Do you think that Porter road construction and maintenance practices adequately protect Porter’s water resources? _60__Yes _10__No __71_Unsure; 
If No, what practices concern you and can you cite an example: 

· Brook near Bickford Pond Road

· Fluctuations in Ossipee River levels that effect water quality

· Salting of roads x2

· Logging in the Colcord Pond area causing silt and erosion downstream.

· Storm water runoff could be better buffered.

· Road construction requires education in latest techniques in using road machinery. Cars need to slow down- then roads would need less salt.

· Lack of road construction maintenance.

· Road maintenance is vital for protection of ponds and streams. We need more volunteer monitoring and invasive species oversight.

· Very careful shouldering of Dam Road.

· Bulldozer used to clear sides of roads with piles of debris left near water bodies (vernal pools).

· Sara Bridge Rd. cleared of trees far more than necessary.. now eroding and problem of road maintenance.

4. Is there currently adequate protection of water quality on Porter’s lakes, streams, rivers and ponds? _52__Yes _20__No _69__Unsure;   
If No, would you describe threats to those water resources that concern you, and where are they located?

· No policing available

· Trash and waste left at pond

· Shore erosion and oil from speed boats

· Aware of toxic dumping

· Adequate laws but inadequate enforcement

· Concern about invasive species and ability to protect waterways.

· Bickford Pond Road

· Erosion due to wave action from boaters.

· Milfoil

· Possible development, multi-site access. 

· Non-local boats bringing in invasive weeds

· Basic monitoring and code enforcement would keep water supply quality good.

· Acid rain issues

· Oil and gas leaks and spills

· Erosion of shorefront

· Fertilizers and pesticides wash into water supply

· Trash in public areas of Stanley Pond

· Not many swimming areas

· Camps on waterfronts

· Too many big boats on small ponds leave pollution in water and erode the banks of the ponds and disturb wildlife 

· Logger leaving ruts and no storm water protection.

· Be ever vigilant!

5. Do you have concerns about the safety of your own drinking water or that of your neighbors? _24__Yes __105_No;
If yes, what are your concerns and where is the location of your concern: 

· Vehicle fluids

· Don’t trust Aqua Maine- an unethical company

· Home- have a shallow well

· Town water suffers from poor quality- better now but still worried.

· Worry about loss of water in our aquafers. Preservation of water and water table a concern.

· Dug well on property

· My well was contaminated by road salt at 90’ from the road.

· Over cutting of forest lands create unstable water supply.

· Levels of various minerals and bacteria in town pond water.

· Our drinking water is discolored and has a bad tast.

· Septic failures

· MTBE in gas (and ethanol)- go back to regular gas.

· Freedom, NH salts very heavily and it flows downhill when it thaws and flows into Bickford Pond from streams coming off the hill, and ends up in the Ossipee River.

· District-wide: too many chemicals-i.e. chloride – also levels of chemicals higher at the front of the system to accommodate the end of the system.

6. Do you favor updating town policies to protect the quality of our water resources? _102__Yes _30__No (unsure=4)

· Only as state and federal laws change.

7. Do you favor the Town of Porter providing farmers, loggers and other relevant residents with “best management practices” information to protect our water resources?  130 Yes _4__No;

8. Do you favor the Town of Porter having an active plan to prevent the spread of invasive plant species in our waterways? _130__Yes _7__No;

· Already on the books at the state level.

· As long as taxes don’t go up.

9. Are you interested and willing to volunteer for a town water quality monitoring team? 
_29__Yes _77__No;   
If yes, please make sure we know how to contact you.

· Curt 

· Helen Pederson 

· Laurel Cox 

· Colcord Pond already has a water quality manager (Ormansky)

· Matt Pisceo 

· Charlotte Fullam 

· Gary Lee 

· Wallace Villers 

· Dianne Sinclair 

· Dick Thompson 

· Robert Marshall 

· K Chaiklin 

J. CRITICAL NATURAL RESOURCES:      defined as “those areas of the town comprised of shore land, large habitat blocks of land, wetlands, essential wild life habitats, freshwater fish habitat, fragile mountain areas, flood plains. 

1. Do you think that current regulation provides enough protection for our critical natural resources? __52_Yes _17__No _74__Unsure;  
If No, what additional protection do you feel is needed? 

a. They are not enforced

b. More protection from development on lakes and nearby access restricted.

c. Increase enforcement. Warden Service is inadequate.

d. Restrict ski-doos

e. Limit motor size on small lakes and ponds

f. Shore erosion from motor boats and lumbering practices

g. Saco River Corridor Commission already grabbed too much land – should be 250’ from river not to Rt. 25

h. Keep ATV’s from fragile mountain trails

i. Land protected unless posted otherwise
2. Are there other non-regulatory ways to protect our critical natural resources? 

__16_Yes _20__No _100__Unsure;  
If yes, could you describe what those ways might be? 

a. Education – start by getting students involved x8

b. Newsletters

c. Seminars

d. Site visits to critical areas

e. Prohibit baiting and trapping of bears

f. Supervision of timber harvests

g. Provide protected areas

h. Leash laws

i. Bat houses

j. Keep cats inside at dawn and dusk to protect wildlife.

k. Keep people aware of problems and success stories

l. Budget for monitoring and enforcement

m. Common sense

n. No baiting or trapping of wildlife

o. Tax breaks

p. Education that teaches respect for natural resources

3. Are there critical wild lands that you feel should be protected from development, overuse or other human interference? _35__Yes _69__No; 
If yes, where are those wild lands located?

a. Old Meeting House

b. Back roads of Porter

c. Ossipee River frontage

d. Long time residents should know more about this

e. Wetlands

f. Town Farm and Forest

g. Ossipee River and Spec. Pond

h. Bald Ledge x6

i. Devil’s Den x3

j. Moulton Ridge x3

k. Libbey Hill x3

l. Colcord and Bickford Ponds and areas around the ponds

m. Cellar holes and wildlife areas

n. All marshes

o. Mine Pond Road to Bickford Pond Road

p. Numerous forestlands near rivers and ponds

q. Waterfronts and woodlands

r. Land from NH down Bickford Pond Road to Lot #7

s. No building on mountaintops

t. No timber harvesting on mountaintops

u. I believe a person should rule his own land.

v. Rt. 25 out of Porter was stripped

w. Porter Hills area

x. Remaining wild lands

y. Along the river and mountainous wooded areas

z. Bald Ledge and surrounding trails

aa. Khiel logged into a vernal pool

4. Are there scenic areas and views in Porter that you feel should be protected into the future?
                   _46__Yes _58__No; 
If yes, where are they located?

a. Everywhere

b. Bald Ledge x5

c. Devil’s Den x5

d. Ossipee River

e. All heavily wooded areas

f. Tucker Road

g. Bickford Pond x2

h. Colcord Pond x2

i. Spec Pond x2

j. Stanley Pond

k. Old Meeting House 

l. View to Black Bog

m. Along Rt. 25  and river

n. Rest stops on both sides of river

o. Shorelines of ponds

p. All of Porter

q. Older buildings (town hall as an example)

r. Should have public trails to top of Bald Ledge??

s. Porter’s new bridge and view up-river

t. Covered Bridge x2

u. All the scenic views

v. Areas toward Brownfield and North Conway

w. Mountain ridges, Devil’s Den and Bald Ledge

x. Views of Ossipee River and falls

5. Are there road construction or maintenance practices that you feel threaten Porter’s critical natural resources? _10__Yes _103__No; 
If yes, what are those practices and where is an example located? 

a. Kezar Mountain runoff into brook

b. Tucker Road

c. Town Pound Road

d. Heavy Salting

e. Annual runoff from farm near me

f. Water drainage and over-salting

g. Road construction on the land at the end of Colcord Pond for the purpose of harvesting  trees and future development

6. Does Porter share critical natural areas with other towns that would require a cooperative multi-town partnership for cooperative protection of those areas? _31__Yes __61_No; 
If yes, where are those areas and what towns share the responsibility of protecting those areas? 
a. Ponds on Rt. 160

b. Ossipee River

c. All connecting areas of town

d. River between Porter and Parsonsfield x3

e. Mill and Kezar Falls area

f. Area between Brownfield and Porter on #160.

g. Stanley Pond- restrict to local residents and community

h. Parsonsfield and river

i. Colcord and Bickford Ponds

j. Saco River Corridor Commission is a good start

k. Sacopee River

l. Ossipee River

m. Various ponds and lakes of Porter x2

n. Current hiking trail in Freedom could be extended interstate into Porter.

o. Area between Porter and Cornish

p. Forest land heading toward Brownfield

q. I would assume a partnership with all adjoining towns would be needed

r. Bridge area between Porter and Parsonsfield

7. Do you have any other thoughts or concerns to share with the Comprehensive Planning Committee regarding our town’s water or critical natural resources? 
        6-- yes             26-- no

a. I believe the town is actively addressing these issues to the best of their ability.

b. I would like to see all the surrounding towns come together for disposal of tires, furniture, appliances. Our area of Maine is getting ugly and these synthetic materials leach into the water supply.

c. From a tourism / attraction for vacation homes perspective, they are crucial.

d. Beavers are damming up lowlands- being trapped then coming back.

e. Keeping it all clean our #1 concern

f. Do not be too much of a dictator which is being tried and happening.

g. Be welcoming to businesses that support families.

h. Want to protect water table and water resources.

i. We don’t have enough local knowledge, but you need to protect what makes Porter a great place.

j. A little information on well-water testing would be nice—where are there labs??

k. Don’t be your brother’s keeper or guardian or dictator. Be his educator and voice of good reason and good sense.

l. Watch out for the bottled water industry—have your local laws in place.

m. Walking on all roads is life-threatening- speeding on all roads is a concern. We need a policeman.

n. I’m concerned about how private ownership rights and community needs can mesh

o. Thank you!!

Please circle your response for the sections below in Recreation and Future Land Use by using the code:

1.  Strongly disagree
2.  Disagree
3. Agree
4. Strongly Agree
K.  RECREATION

	1. Porter residents have sufficient access to:


	1
	2
	3
	4
	Total

	a. Area ponds.
	8
	24
	59
	30
	121

	b. Scenic or historical areas.
	2
	17
	76
	26
	121

	c. Hunting areas.
	2
	6
	70
	34
	112

	d. Hiking trails.
	2
	19
	69
	28
	118

	e. Snowmobile/ATV trails.    
	1
	14
	63
	33
	111

	2. There are sufficient recreational opportunities in Porter and the surrounding areas for:


	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	a. The elderly.
	21
	49
	35
	8
	113

	b. Adults.
	10
	43
	53
	8
	114

	c. Teens.
	24
	37
	43
	9
	113

	d. Children.
	15
	39
	47
	12
	113

	3. Porter should have a system in place to acquire important open spaces and access sites, either outright or conservation easements.


	16
	8
	54
	39
	      117


4. Do you have other thoughts about recreational opportunities in Porter?  Please describe.

Swimming pool, Trail system, Indoor track, Park area, Recreation center, Community center, Arcade, Movie hall, Repair tennis courts

L.  FUTURE LAND USE ISSUES

1. Strongly disagree,    2. Disagree,
 3. Agree,
4. Strongly agree







             


         1
       2
    3        4      Total
	1. There is a need for more multi-family dwellings in Porter.
	  23          
	  48    
	  44
	    6
	            121

	2. Porter should encourage open space in or near residential developments and subdivisions.
	9
	21
	60
	39
	       129

	3. Commercial and industrial development  should be encouraged in the new General Development District along route 25 from the N.H. line toward the village.
	10
	13
	71
	34
	            128

	4. Future land use plans should include wildlife management plans.
	5
	12
	73
	35
	 125

	5. Porter’s Land Use Ordinance is effective in:


	
	
	
	
	

	a.  Reducing public cost of new development.
	1
	12
	66
	7
	86

	b.  Eliminating conflicts between incompatible land uses.
	4
	13
	66
	8
	91

	c. Protecting environmentally sensitive areas.
	4
	11
	65
	10
	90

	d. Preventing pollution.
	3
	11
	67
	12
	93

	e. Protecting the public health, safety and welfare.
	2
	6
	75
	9
	92

	f. Protecting areas and qualities that make Porter special to us as a community.
	3
	7
	69
	13
	         92  
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