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TOWN OF PORTER
DOG CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION 1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this ordinance is to control dogs throughout the Town of Porter in the interest of
health, safety, and the general welfare of its residents.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS AS USED IN THIS ORDINANCE UNLESS THE
CONTEXT OTHERWISE INDICATES

A. DOG shall mean both male and female whether neutered or not.
B. "OWNER" shall mean any person, firm, association, or corporation owning, keeping or

harboring a dog.
C. "AT LARGE shall mean off the premises of the owner and not being under the control

of any person by means of personal presence and attention, or ability to manipulate and

D. "DANGEROUS DOG shall mean a dog which has bitten a person who was not a
trespasser on the owner's premises at the time of the incident; or a dog which causes a
reasonable person acting in a peaceable manner outside the owner's premises, to be
put in apprehension of eminent bodily harm.

SECTION 3. LICENSE REQUIRED

All dogs kept, harbored or maintained by their respective owners in the Town of Porter shall be
licensed and tagged in accordance with the appropriate laws of the State of Maine, M.S.R.A.
3921

SECTION 4. DISTURBING THE PEACE

It shall be unlawful for anyone owning, possessing or harboring a dog to cause or permit such
dog to disturb the peace of any person. Any owner or keeper causing a dog to bark, howl, or
yelp continuously for twenty (20) minutes or intermittently for one (1) hour or more shall be in
violation of this section.

It shall be unlawful for any dog owner or keeper to cause or permit such dog to disturb the
peace by biting, chasing or damaging the property of any person.

SECTION 5. RUNNING AT LARGE

It shall be unlawful for any dog, licensed or unlicensed, to run at large, except when used for
hunting purposes.
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