
Happy New Year to our hospital teams and partners! We hope you all had a wonderful holiday season. We are excited for the new year and
look forward to supporting your neonatal and maternal QI efforts in 2024.

An implementation survey has been sent to our maternal teams to assess needs and evaluate progress with bundle implementation. We
are hoping to collect survey responses from teams working on GaPQC’s maternal initiatives so we can better support you all in 2024. If you
haven’t completed the survey yet, you may do so HERE. This may help get your team recognized at our Annual GaPQC conference!

GaPQC attended the National Network of Perinatal Quality Collaboratives (NNPQC) meeting in Denver, Colorado Dec 5-6th. The team
participated in a poster session focusing on GaPQC’s Severe HTN in Pregnancy initiative and also presented on GaPQC’s Cardiac
Conditions in OB Care (CCOC) initiative during the implementation breakout session.

We are excited to announce the addition of hospitals to our Wave 2 Cohort for the CCOC initiative. Is your team interested in enrolling in the
CCOC initiative? If so, you can download and complete the enrollment HERE or visit www.georgiapqc.org/cardiac-conditions to learn more.

Thank you to Atrium Health Floyd and Augusta University Health Medical Center/ Wellstar MCG Health for participating in ONN site visits.
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January 18th from 12-1 pm EST
Reproductive Mental Health ECHO: 10 (plus)
Commandments for Perinatal Mental Health.
Register here.  

January 23th from 3-4 pm EST
The Equity Exchange: A new equity-focused
virtual event series hosted by NICHQ’s
Department of Health Equity and Innovation.
Register here. 

January 24th from 12:30-1:30 pm EST
EPIC Breastfeeding Education Series:
Complementary Nutrition Before Age One: not
‘just for fun.’ Register here. 

January 30th from 12-1 pm EST
PQI Innovation Free Webinar Series: A Narrative
Review of the Role of Perinatal Quality
Collaboratives in Promoting Birth Racial Equity.
Register here.

April 11th & 12th
34th Annual Emory Breastfeeding Conference:
In-person at the Emory Conference Center.
Registration will open soon! 
Pre-Conference Workshop April 10th:
Breastfeeding Fundamentals for Health Care
Providers.

April 16th - 18th 
AMCHP Conference: Partnering with Purpose;
Oakland, CA. Register here. 

April 14th - 18th 
Synova NICU Leadership Conference
Sunseeker Resort, Charlotte Harbor, FL 
Register here. 

April 25th & 26th
GaPQC’s Annual Conference will be held at the
Emory Conference Center. More info TBA.
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Celebrating the Bright Spots

 As of 1/4/2024, a total of 885 patients have
been screened with either paper or EPIC
integrated CVD Risk Assessment, which has
resulted in 33 patients deemed “at risk” (3.7%
positivity rate) and who have received a follow-
up referral with The Women’s Heart Center.
Our next steps include implementing the CVD
risk assessment in the systems OB and Primary
Care offices, as well as the 9 Urgent Care
offices. 

SUBMIT YOUR "BRIGHT SPOT" HERE!

Patient/Provider Corner
Welcoming our four new Individuals with Lived

Experience!

Quantrilla Ard
Kate Carhart

TaShae Lawrence
Jennifer Mitchell

We look forward to all their expertise & support
to GaPQC.

Upcoming Events
HOPE For Georgia Moms
Northeast Georgia Medical Center

To implement the CCOC AIM Bundle, Northeast Georgia Medical Center partnered closely
with Northeast Georgia Physician Group (NGPG), The Longstreet Clinic (TLC) Obstetrics,
The Women’s Heart Center at Georgia Heart Institute (GHI) Cardiology, as well as staff
from Emergency Medicine, Pharmacy, and Nursing. 

A key focus of the CCOC AIM bundle is for providers to recognize the importance of
screening pregnant and postpartum women for increased risk of cardiovascular disease
(CVD). The IT Department built the CMQCC CVD Risk Assessment into EPIC, which included
a standardized order panel for those identified “at risk,” and a corresponding Best Practice
Alerts (BPA) for both nursing and providers. 
 

The 2023 March of Dimes Report Card
highlights key indicators to describe the current
state of maternal and infant health. New this
year is the inclusion of maternal mortality,
leading causes of infant death, and data
describing selected risk factors for preterm
birth. View Georgia’s report card here.

AHA, AAP Update Neonatal Resuscitation
Guidelines

National Standards for Culturally and
Linguistically Appropriate Services (CLAS) in
Maternal Healthcare

The Maternal Mental Health Leadership
Alliance (MMHLA) recently released two
new fact sheets: 

Birth Trauma and Maternal Mental
Health Fact Sheet

Maternal Mental Health Overview
Fact Sheet 

Five Steps To A Maternity Value-Based
Payment Demonstration That Advances
Racial Equity

Resources

Foundations of Health Equity Self-Guided Training Plan: This self-guided online training
plan is designed to facilitate foundational knowledge and skill development on topics
related to health equity, health disparities, and structural and social determinants of
health. This contains 13 on-demand trainings that cover 6 health equity-related domains.
Learn more here. 

Additional Training Opportunity

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GaPQCImplementationChecker
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/771e39fc-d46a-49cd-a0bd-8a27abc5ec9b/downloads/GaPQC%20CCOC%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf?ver=1668386786413
https://georgiapqc.org/cardiac-conditions
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rsaayjoA6G_-noPC7xPfPBaqIXyE6idWkh9_Qdz7tMRWqYzMEWIdCaiHcvgnCbSaEiGbnfGyzz03ewwNl_D_Mn8DuccKFjH8iaKNdb9G5vTeU2mY7HsrgIAy_l60Zkjj0gTzejZdu0EVtK7W5Sj3sRZj_n8yj9qXfoy8Ywj8eMrlDsRgYlYWFG378rsCNutOVoraEuMXf2FTWODOoFrM1zyBETeODjd0oCM8t7NG_294AnbJCWFWTTH-evVexWb1&c=D4iS-sixSlofe1hfK5m_CZH3kZIP_BlX4HEGtXZiQswtzwvvv2AQeg==&ch=YWK4cSjdj9pp7uU4qpdkT88TpL6i1po4V2jNmFumVKQQXNUExzzi3Q==__;!!HWVSVPY!gE_Zb1wijV_GFV_RfsBklkzuDvQ0V5D9Dq20wVWDlS-yX00k9U9xtd1D2dVGP9pDtwr0VhhMdOHRNyBxc3oDZz2NmeoOmjs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mail.nichq.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP*113/cbHWR04/VVCcwY4Q1PY6MHWSC_XkPm9W76My9757mzHsN4313Jx3qgyTW7Y8-PT6lZ3ppW5709LN3Tt_92W3GMRms2q8Zm9W6xGSSB2mZ8WxW9jTNbG2HK5sZW4hHZ8D5SBy6RN5xzXXGTPr0MW1dQjs72QR8NPW3tlZpw3rPdphN4Hkr_pyWLLbW1XSG9W2ZYzvZW7PKPc24nHXBBMxJctfYc0s0VdyllQ5RD6nZW2pmfLz83t8HBVwrF6Y95N7vlW2SkdZl2yDSZBW90wscq6W43vTW1W6CKW9dSJClW6VW_kM8FH3_gMHyZCMh7Zs1W6DjQSd78GhjXW6vTNj_7Y0sc5W21pxL32QGYbPVzp_428mnZTzN4BGgPR8s-4nW3wdZV82Sz5gzf3cGyj-04__;Kw!!HWVSVPY!j5pxkVhLJNgMRhhuQd4lQFp3kUMH7N1lG5qK3T6UgHV-ZzK8b_sgIPWETT3B3EIKyX5ChPzu5_FJ7chT5iJ27BRL363KSOjgyw$
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1649994654843255895
https://www.perinatalqi.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?alias=InnovationWebinarPQCBirthEquity
https://amchp2024.eventscribe.net/aaStatic.asp?SFP=UVVVWkpESFRAMTY3NjJAUmVnaXN0cmF0aW9u
https://www.synovaassociates.com/nicu-leadership-forum/#conferencedetails
mailto:gapqc@dph.ga.gov
mailto:gapqc@dph.ga.gov
https://georgiapqc.org/
mailto:gapqc@dph.ga.gov
https://www.marchofdimes.org/peristats/reports/georgia/report-card
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/998934?form=fpf
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/998934?form=fpf
https://thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/education/maternal-health-care
https://thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/education/maternal-health-care
https://thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/education/maternal-health-care
https://cta-service-cms2.hubspot.com/web-interactives/public/v1/track/redirect?encryptedPayload=AVxigLJME%2FYLE%2FPHm%2Bpuese%2BBfNAOYltM7u0oHnPMLRlfwcVfnr6shpIUYbYXQB4%2FVi71KjcoDJMDFXsU78akmqK4bqNLRn1%2FZcBlFnnlDEIyBenEvKPESc1zcwNslKza3GTmyTfdc7BQsOpDs0tToqVFKUW9D5sEPYYp%2BWdtf2oTGcaYz4yeAL4hgkAuicEMUwENg7njf9oPCC%2FKh1ZhseBHxAAT17nUwQ%2BnlXEYMKwWd%2BrltFHEEBMQaQXFc3F2dgqBf5dsaNRH4CYVwVM%2FoaOFF4mf4H3QABj2n4%3D&webInteractiveContentId=132444263728&portalId=22542548
https://cta-service-cms2.hubspot.com/web-interactives/public/v1/track/redirect?encryptedPayload=AVxigLJME%2FYLE%2FPHm%2Bpuese%2BBfNAOYltM7u0oHnPMLRlfwcVfnr6shpIUYbYXQB4%2FVi71KjcoDJMDFXsU78akmqK4bqNLRn1%2FZcBlFnnlDEIyBenEvKPESc1zcwNslKza3GTmyTfdc7BQsOpDs0tToqVFKUW9D5sEPYYp%2BWdtf2oTGcaYz4yeAL4hgkAuicEMUwENg7njf9oPCC%2FKh1ZhseBHxAAT17nUwQ%2BnlXEYMKwWd%2BrltFHEEBMQaQXFc3F2dgqBf5dsaNRH4CYVwVM%2FoaOFF4mf4H3QABj2n4%3D&webInteractiveContentId=132444263728&portalId=22542548
https://cta-service-cms2.hubspot.com/web-interactives/public/v1/track/redirect?encryptedPayload=AVxigLKBS5UUkg2v8wAtaYH5rkfCCk%2BoE7YVmme7EwXD8PZ9gx9hSyO%2FDIycPqelA95Sq6aDJ5grrXKxiixX%2F9wF4cZa%2BDcBQiBPZj4wUBZmVbQjpONOMBlecCVlzBlFmAG%2Bbug3oK6VVlR3XvqP7nyZ1VxhffL9BEX19EwnZ9dEsSF%2BspawI9jx9s3wjadpL6AQHg4xoxxNV%2BXhZxtzWnhjL%2FarSlZtoD9W928p9eWEDnL7%2FCgTh%2BjYnC48My2b51uNJhr98hIgQw4nLT%2BLW9EVbYiBSIeRal5XZhJzc2Cmx5CT8h3KB279&webInteractiveContentId=117284331919&portalId=22542548
https://cta-service-cms2.hubspot.com/web-interactives/public/v1/track/redirect?encryptedPayload=AVxigLKBS5UUkg2v8wAtaYH5rkfCCk%2BoE7YVmme7EwXD8PZ9gx9hSyO%2FDIycPqelA95Sq6aDJ5grrXKxiixX%2F9wF4cZa%2BDcBQiBPZj4wUBZmVbQjpONOMBlecCVlzBlFmAG%2Bbug3oK6VVlR3XvqP7nyZ1VxhffL9BEX19EwnZ9dEsSF%2BspawI9jx9s3wjadpL6AQHg4xoxxNV%2BXhZxtzWnhjL%2FarSlZtoD9W928p9eWEDnL7%2FCgTh%2BjYnC48My2b51uNJhr98hIgQw4nLT%2BLW9EVbYiBSIeRal5XZhJzc2Cmx5CT8h3KB279&webInteractiveContentId=117284331919&portalId=22542548
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/five-steps-maternity-value-based-payment-demonstration-advances-racial-equity
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/five-steps-maternity-value-based-payment-demonstration-advances-racial-equity
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/five-steps-maternity-value-based-payment-demonstration-advances-racial-equity
https://www.cdc.gov/healthequity/training/index.html


CHAMPS National Program: A new nationwide program by the Center for Health Equity, Education, & Research (CHEER) to improve
maternity care practices supporting breastfeeding is live! The program is a collaboration between CHEER and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). CHAMPS National will enroll and work with 100 US hospitals to increase breastfeeding rates and decrease
disparities. There are still spots available and looking to enroll hospitals in areas of high need. Learn more here. 

Colquitt Regional Medical Center is one of the first 10 hospitals enrolled!

GaPQC Lived Experience Integration (LEI) Program: As part of the LEI program, our Individuals with Lived Experience (ILEs) have
undergone comprehensive training and orientation. They are now poised to actively engage in our committees, bringing a wealth of
firsthand experience and unique perspectives to enrich the GaPQC initiatives. Their readiness underscores our commitment to inclusivity
and the meaningful integration of diverse voices in shaping and enhancing the program. For more information about the program, contact
Annie Rouza, M.D., Physician Advisor.

Maternal Mortality Review Committee (MMRC) Member: DPH is seeking applications for members of the Georgia MMRC. As an MMRC
member, you will play a crucial role in maternal mortality surveillance and prevention. DPH is seeking to fill the following positions:
maternal fetal medicine, obstetrics, cardiology, perinatal psychiatry, certified nurse midwife/advanced registered nurse, social worker,
mental health therapist, addictions/substance use disorder specialist, community-based organization, doula, behavioral health peer support
specialist, home visitor, and community health worker. For more information, click here. To apply, complete this online application by
January 15, 2024.
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GA Chapter American College of Cardiology

Inaugural Symposium to Address the Maternal
Health Crisis in Georgia

Emory Perinatal Equity Conference at the Emory
Nursing Learning Center- GaPQC presentation
and home visiting presentation 

National Network of Perinatal Quality
Collaboratives (NNPQC) Annual Meeting in
Denver, Colorado- poster presentation
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Areas of Opportunities 

Recent Participation/ Attendance 
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Georgia shared their current work, including CCOC,
which incorporates mothers’ experiences and ideas

to improve perinatal care at the NNPQC annual
meeting.

GA DPH attended and presented at the Symposium to
Address the Maternal Health Crisis in Georgia.

Maternal Data Reporting System Updates

AMCHP Conference: Maternal Health Innovation Grantee- HOPE for Georgia Moms and
GaPQC Maternal Health CCOC partnership to expand cardiac care in Georgia

2024 Webinars and Office Hours with hospitals sharing information and stories

Improvement Advisement Update

Looking Ahead and More to Come

The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) is recognizing hospitals that have
successfully completed the maternal and neonatal levels of care verification. Each level of
care provides guidelines that help ensure mothers and infants receive care in a facility that
has the personnel and resources appropriate for their level of risk. 

“The Georgia Department of Public Health congratulates the hospitals that have
successfully completed the Maternal and Neonatal Levels of Care designation process. DPH
encourages other birthing hospitals to consider the designation process. Working together
we can have a positive impact on the health and well-being of Georgia mothers and
babies," said Erin Smith, RN, BSN, program manager, maternal and neonatal designation
center at DPH.

Maternal Level of Care II: Archbold Memorial Hospital, Colquitt Regional Medical
Center, Crisp Regional Hospital 
Maternal Level of Care III: Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital, Northside Hospital
Cherokee
Maternal Level of Care IV: Northside Hospital Atlanta, Wellstar MCG Health
Neonatal Level of Care III: Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital
Neonatal Level of Care IV: Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta- Egleston 

For more information, please contact Erin Smith. 

DPH Recognizes Hospitals For Completing Maternal And Neonatal
Levels of Care Verification

http://cheerequity.org/champsnational/
mailto:annie.danna.mercier.rouza@emory.edu
https://dph.georgia.gov/maternal-mortality
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/36Z53ZQ
mailto:gapqc@dph.ga.gov
mailto:gapqc@dph.ga.gov
https://georgiapqc.org/
mailto:erin.smith@dph.ga.gov

