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WATERPALOOZA 
(A Benefit Concert 

To Save Water) 
 

-Study Guide- 
 

About A.C.T.  
For Youth 

A.C.T. For Youth is an acclaimed professional 
touring theatre company based in Orlando, FL. 
Each year, the Atlantic Coast Theatre performs 

hundreds of shows for students across the U.S.A. 
ACT For zŽƵƚŚ͛Ɛ high-quality educational 

programming is recognized nationally by theatres, 
schools, art councils, libraries, and festivals- not to 
mention the thousands of children & families who 

see A.C.T. shows each year! 

Use this Study Guide to 
enhance the educational 
experience of this show 

What is Water Conservation?  
 

Conservation is a big word that means SAVE. 
 

We all need water to live, We need water to drink, to take showers, to brush our teeth, wash our dishes & 
clothes, and water our plants, but, it is important to only use as much water as we need. This show will 
teach ways that you can save water in your home and in your community to help save water and our 

beautiful Earth! 

http://www.atlantic-coast-theatre.com/


ROCK LOBSTER 
 

Rock Lobsters are sometimes called 
Spiny Lobsters. They are found in the 
warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Atlantic Ocean, & the Caribbean 
Sea.  Unlike Maine Lobsters, Rock 
Lobsters do not have claws. Their 

tails are very strong! 

The actors in Waterpalooza were 
costumed in the show to                   

creatively “represent” real        
animals. How were they similar 

and how were they  different 
from the actual animals? 

 
Waterpalooza is a benefit concert for water. 

What Is A Benefit Concert? 
 

BENEFIT CONCERT  
A charitable concert featuring musicians           

and singers held to raise money and                
awareness for an important issue. 

ROCK SHRIMP 
 

Rock Shrimps can be found in 
deep salt water coastlines of the 

United States from Florida to  
Virginia. They have much tougher 

shells than other shrimps. 

MANATEE 
 

West Indian Manatee are plant-eating 
mammals who live in shallow warm 
waters. Many spend their winters in 
Florida, but can be found along the 

eastern shoreline of the United States. 
Although endangered, a healthy 

manatee can live around  
60 years! 

“Rock Shrimp” 

“Man-A-T” 

“Rock Lobster” 
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Don as the Easter 
Bunny in his 3rd 

Grade School Play 

Noel & her little sister, 
Meredith, putting on a 

play for family. 



 

 

 
 

PLAYWRITING TIPS 
 

-Every good play has to start somewhere.͒ 
 

-Sometimes the idea for a play comes completely  
from the SOD\ZULJKW·V imagination.  

 
-Sometimes the idea is created from a book or a story.͒ 

 
-The writer uses the original book or story as an inspiration. 

1-Pick a story with characters that will make your play 
interesting. You can also create new characters.  

Remember it is your adaptation! ͒ 
 

2- Make a ¶5RDG 0DS·² outline the plan of how you want your play to 
be written. 'RQ·W be afraid to change your mind.  
Sometimes creativity needs to take a detour! ͒ 

 
3- Write your dialogue (what the characters say).  

Try to write dialogue that is realistic and not too formal.  
It will sound closer to how people really talk. ͒ 

 
 

Florida B.E.S.T. Standards Connections:  
ELA.K.C.1.2, ELA.1.C.1.2, ELA.2.C.1.2, ELA.3.C.1.2, ELA.4.C.1.2, ELA.5.C.1.2 

 

³:5,7( YOUR OWN 3/$<´  
ADAPTATION ACTIVITY 

 

AN ADAPTATION ,6«  
~A New Play Based On A Book Or A Story~ 

 

 



 

 

Before The Show Activities 
 

x WATCHING A PLAY-You will be seeing a live theatre production. 
What are the differences between a play and a movie or television? 
How is it different to view each type? What kinds of theatre manners 
should be used when watching a play?  
(Florida Standards Connections: TH.K.S.1.1, TH.1.O.3.1, TH.1.S.1.1, TH.2.C.2.2, TH.2.S.1.1, TH.3.O.3.1, 
TH.3.S.1.1, TH.4.S.1.1, TH.5.H.3.2, TH.5.S.1.1) 
 

x WHERE IN THE :25/'«The Atlantic Ocean-The characters 
in WATERPALOOZA are all found in The Atlantic Ocean on the 
Eastern side of The United States. Use a map to find where Rock 
Lobsters, Rock Shrimp, and Manatees live. 
(SS.K.G.1.2 / SS.1.G.1.2 / SS.2.G.1.1 / SS.3.G.1.1 / SS.4.G.1.4 / SS.5.G.1.2) 
 

x COMPARE & CONTRAST- Find a library book on Aquatic 
Animals, or do an online search to research and read about 
Lobsters, Shrimp, and Manatees. After the show, discuss as a 
class how the animal characters portrayed in the show were 
similar or different from their real-life inspirations. 
 
(Florida B.E.S.T. Standards Connections: ELA.K.R.3.3, ELA.1.R.3.3, ELA.2.R.3.3, ELA.3.R.3.3, ELA.4.R.3.3, 
ELA.5.R.3.3 ) 
 

x YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC- Music is very important to the play. 
As a class discuss each VWXGHQW¶V favorite kind/kinds of music. Do 
you like songs that tell stories? What appeals to each student about 
their favorite musical style? Write about it.  
 
(Florida B.E.S.T. Standards Connections: ELA.K.C.1.2, ELA.1.C.1.2, ELA.2.C.1.2, ELA.3.C.1.2, ELA.4.C.1.2, 
ELA.5.C.1.2) 



 

 
 
 

 

After The Show Activities 
 
 

x WRITE A STORY- What happens next in the story?  It is up to you.  
Write a short story about what happens to the characters after the play ends. 
 
(Florida B.E.S.T. Standards Connections: ELA.K.C.1.2, ELA.1.C.1.2, ELA.2.C.1.2, ELA.3.C.1.2,  
 

x ACT OUT A CHARACTER- Choose a favorite character from the  

play and act it out.  Use your own imagination to choose how to play  

the part.  You can even choose characters who are mentioned & never 
shown on stage.  
 
(Florida Standards Connections: TH.K.S.2.1, TH.1.S.3.1, TH.2.S.3.1, TH.3.S.3.1, , TH.4.S.3.1, TH.5.S.3.1) 

 

x BE A SCENIC DESIGNER- The scenery for the show you watched was 
designed specifically to help tell the story on stage.  The Atlantic Coast 
Theatre is a touring theatre company, so at the end of the show, everything 
must be packed up and taken to the next performance location.  Choose one 
of your favorite stories and design the scenery.  Think about how it will go 
together for travel, and how easy or difficult it will be to pack up.  You can 
use the Activity sheet on page 5, or use your own larger paper to design upon. 
 
(Florida Standards Connections: VA.K.S.1.2, VA.1.S.1.3, VA.2.S.3.1, VA.3.S.3.1, VA.4.S.3.1, VA.5.S.3.1) 
 
 

x YOUR REVIEW- Discuss your thoughts on the show. What were your 
favorite parts?  What elements of the performance helped to tell the story. 

 
(Florida Standards Connections: TH.K.C.2.1. / TH.K.C.3.1 / TH.1.C.2.2 / TH.1.C.3.1 / TH.2.C.1.1 / TH.2.C.1.2 / TH.2.C.3.1 / 
TH.3.C.1.2 / TH.3.C.3.1 /  TH.4.C.3.1 / TH.4.C.3.3 / TH.5.C.2.3 / TH.5.C.3.1 / TH.68.C.1.3 TH.68.C.2.4) 

 

�
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Don Gruel

Don Gruel



• Audience manners are very important when watching a play. Discuss good theatre      
manners before seeing the show! Brainstorm appropriate behaviors for good audience 
members. Practice these audience skills as a class. 

 

• Discuss the differences between a live-theatre production and movies or TV.  How many 
students in the class have seen a play before? How many students have been involved in 
performing a play in the past? Students can share their experiences about putting on a 
play. 

 

• Waterpalooza: A Benefit Concert For Water is a play about a “benefit concert” held to                          
encourage people to save water. Discuss what a benefit concert is. How many students in 
the class have attended a concert before? What was the real concert like?  

 

• Acquaint students with the aquatic animals on the second page of this STUDY GUIDE.                    

• There were many different styles of music represented in the show. Have students talk 
about favorite musical styles showcased in the performance. Did each song and               
performance fit with the personality and costume of the character? Give examples of  
other Animals– how could those animals be portrayed on stage by actors?                         
How could the actors be costumed? What style of music could the other animals sing? 

 

• Split into groups. Give each group an animal to work with. Have each group write songs 
about Water Conservation, stage how the song should be performed, and hold your own 
“Benefit Concert For Water”! If other classes participate in this activity, share your songs 
and performances with each other. 

 

• Water Conservation was the “cause” that Rock Shrimp and Rock Lobster felt very strong 
about teaching others about. Talk as a class about other important topics the students feel 
people should be aware of to make the world a better place.  What are other ways to      
encourage awareness, besides benefit concerts? 

 

• Challenge the students to go home, tell their families what they learned in the show about 
saving water, and implement a Household Plan. Each student should chart out their plan 
and should pay attention to how well their plan is followed by the family. Write about the                   
experiences after a two-week trial. In what ways was water conserved? Which aspects of 
the plan were difficult to do and which parts were easy? Share your essays. 

Don Gruel
 BONUS WATERPALOOZA

Don Gruel
BONUS WATERPALOOZA
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A.C.T. For Youth 
8297 Champions Gate Blvd. #188 
Champions Gate, FL 33896 
 
Dear Audience: 
 
The Atlantic Coast Theatre For Youth would 
like to thank all of you for showing us such 
fantastic audience manners during the show! 
Everyone was so respectful during the         
performance. You laughed when things were 
funny, but you were also able to quiet back 
down so that everyone could hear. I GRQ¶W 
think that we heard anyone talking while the 
actors were on stage. That was great! You 
made our job so much fun. 
 
Thanks so much! You were wonderful! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Don Gruel & Noel Holland 

$�&�7��)RU�<RXWK�ORYHV�WR�UHFHLYH�OHWWHUV�
IURP�RXU�DXGLHQFH�� 

YOU CAN SEND US 
 

~A DRAWING~ 
~WHAT YOU LEARNED~ 
~YOUR FAVORITE PART~ 

 

Your Opinions Count! 
They Help Us When  

We Write  
New Shows! 

(Florida B.E.S.T. Standards Connections:  

ELA.K.C.1.3, ELA.1.C.1.3, ELA.2.C.1.3, ELA.3.C.1.3, ELA.4.C.1.3, ELA.5.C.1.3) 

 



 

 
 
 

 

SCIENCE CONCEPTS TAUGHT IN WATERPALOOZA: 
STAGES OF THE WATER CYCLE  

Solar -  Energy -  Evaporation  - Transpiration  - Condensation -  Precipitation  - 
Percolation  

 
THE AQUIFER SYSTEM & GROUND WATER  

Students learn about the importance of keeping our ground water clean  

Students learn about the Aquifer System and how it works  

 
HOUSEHOLD WATER CONSERVATION  

Students learn practical ways that they can conserve water in their home  

Students learn how much water is wasted in a long shower± they are encouraged to save 
water by taking a shorter shower  

 
POLLUTION  

Students learn about the dangers of human pollution to our water supply  

Students see and understand that the villain of the play is a character who pollutes and 
does not care about water conservation  

 
PROTECTING OUR NATURAL RESOURCES  

Students learn why water is an important natural resource to conserve  

Students learn that the greatest percentage of water on the Earth is salt water and why we 
must protect our fresh water supply  

 
EMPOWERING KIDS TO CHANGE THE FUTURE OF OUR EARTH  

Students are educated in an entertaining way during the show, WATERPALOOZA  

Students are empowered to make the world a better place through the knowledge that 
each of them can make a difference 

 



 

 
 
 

 

FL STANDARDS CONNECTIONS: 
 
ELA.K12.EE.4.1, ELA.K12.EE.3.1 
 

ELA.K12.EE.4.1: Use appropriate collaborative techniques and active listening skills when 
engaging in discussions in a variety of situations. 
ELA.K12.EE.3.1: Make inferences to support comprehension. 

 
 
ELA.K.R.1.3, ELA.1.R.2.4, ELA.2.R.2.4, ELA.3.R.2.3, ELA.4.R.2.3, ELA.5.R.2.3 

ELA.K.R.1.3: Explain the roles of author and illustrator of a story. 
ELA.1.R.2.4: Identify an authors opinion(s) about the topic. 
ELA.2.R.2.4: Explain an authors opinion(s) and supporting evidence. 
ELA.3.R.2.3: Explain the development of an author's purpose in an informational text. 
ELA.4.R.2.3: Explain an authors perspective toward a topic in an informational text. 
ELA.5.R.2.3: Analyze an authors purpose and/or perspective in an informational text. 

 
 

ELA.K.R.3.3, ELA.1.R.3.3, ELA.2.R.3.3, ELA.3.R.3.3, ELA.4.R.3.3, ELA.5.R.3.3 
ELA.K.R.3.3: Compare and contrast characters experiences in stories. 
ELA.1.R.3.3: Compare and contrast two texts on the same topic. 
ELA.2.R.3.3: Compare and contrast important details presented by two texts on the same 
topic or theme. 
ELA.3.R.3.3: Compare and contrast how two authors present information on the same topic 
or theme. 
ELA.4.R.3.3: Compare and contrast accounts of the same event using primary and/or 
secondary sources. 
ELA.5.R.3.3: Compare and contrast primary and secondary sources related to the same topic. 

 
 
ELA.K.R.1.1, ELA.K.R.1.3, ELA.1.R.1.1, ELA.1.R.1.2, ELA.2.R.1.1, ELA.2.R.1.2, ELA.3.R.1.1, 
ELA.3.R.1.2, ELA.4.R.1.1, ELA.4.R.1.2, ELA.5.R.1.1, ELA.5.R.1.2 

 
ELA.K.R.1.1: Describe the main character(s), setting, and important events in a story. 
ELA.K.R.1.3: Explain the roles of author and illustrator of a story. 
ELA.1.R.1.1: Identify and describe the main story elements in a story. 
ELA.1.R.1.2: Identify and explain the moral of a story. 
ELA.2.R.1.1: Identify plot structure and describe main story elements in a literary text. 
ELA.2.R.1.2: Identify and explain a theme of a literary text. 
ELA.3.R.1.1: Explain how one or more characters develop throughout the plot in a literary 
text. 
ELA.3.R.1.2: Explain a theme and how it develops, using details, in a literary text. 
ELA.4.R.1.1: Explain how setting, events, conflict, and character development contribute to 
the plot in a literary text. 
ELA.4.R.1.2: Explain a stated or implied theme and how it develops, using details, in a literary 
text. 
ELA.5.R.1.1: Analyze how setting, events, conflict, and characterization contribute to the plot 
in a literary text. 
ELA.5.R.1.2: Explain the development of stated or implied theme(s) throughout a literary text 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
ELA.K.C.1.3, ELA.1.C.1.3, ELA.2.C.1.3, ELA.3.C.1.3, ELA.4.C.1.3, ELA.5.C.1.3 
 

ELA.K.C.1.3: Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing, express opinions 
about a topic or text with at least one supporting reason. 
ELA.1.C.1.3: Write opinions about a topic or text with at least one supporting reason from a 
source and a sense of closure. 
ELA.2.C.1.3: Write opinions about a topic or text with reasons supported by details from a 
source, use transitions, and provide a conclusion. 
ELA.3.C.1.3: Write opinions about a topic or text, include reasons supported by details from 
one or more sources, use transitions, and provide a conclusion. 
ELA.4.C.1.3: Write to make a claim supporting a perspective with logical reasons, using 
evidence from multiple sources, elaboration, and an organizational structure with transitions. 
ELA.5.C.1.3: Write to make a claim supporting a perspective with logical reasons, relevant 
evidence from sources, elaboration, and an organizational structure with varied transitions. 

 
ELA.K.C.1.2, ELA.1.C.1.2, ELA.2.C.1.2, ELA.3.C.1.2, ELA.4.C.1.2, ELA.5.C.1.2 

 
ELA.K.C.1.2: Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and/or writing, create narratives with 
the events in chronological order. 
ELA.1.C.1.2: Write narratives that retell two or more appropriately sequenced events, 
including relevant details and a sense of closure. 
ELA.2.C.1.2: Write personal or fictional narratives using a logical sequence of events, 
transitions, and an ending. 
ELA.3.C.1.2: Write personal or fictional narratives using a logical sequence of events, 
appropriate descriptions, dialogue, a variety of transitional words or phrases, and an ending. 
ELA.4.C.1.2: Write personal or fictional narratives using a logical sequence of events and 
demonstrating an effective use of techniques such as descriptions and transitional words 
and phrases. 
ELA.5.C.1.2: Write personal or fictional narratives using a logical sequence of events and 
demonstrating an effective use of techniques such as dialogue, description, and transitional 
words and phrases. 

 
 
SS.K.G.1.2 / SS.1.G.1.2 / SS.2.G.1.1 / SS.3.G.1.1 / SS.4.G.1.4 / SS.5.G.1.2 
 

-SS.K.G.1.2: Explain that maps and globes help to locate different places and that globes are a 
model of the Earth. 
-SS.1.G.1.2: Identify key elements (compass rose, cardinal directions, title, key/legend with symbols) 
of maps and globes. 
-SS.2.G.1.1 Use different types of maps (political, physical, and thematic) to identify map elements. 
-SS.3.G.1.1: Use thematic maps, tables, charts, graphs, and photos to analyze geographic 
information. 
-SS.4.G.1.4: Interpret political and physical maps using map elements (title, compass rose, cardinal 
directions, intermediate directions, symbols, legend, scale, longitude, latitude). 
SS.5.G.1.2: Use latitude and longitude to locate places. 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
TH.K.C.2.1. / TH.K.C.3.1 / TH.1.C.2.2 / TH.1.C.3.1 / TH.2.C.1.1 / TH.2.C.1.2 / TH.2.C.3.1 / TH.3.C.1.2 / 

TH.3.C.3.1 /  TH.4.C.3.1 / TH.4.C.3.3 / TH.5.C.2.3 / TH.5.C.3.1 / TH.68.C.1.3 TH.68.C.2.4) 
  
 -TH.K.C.2.1.  Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts of the          
 performance 
 -TH.K.C.3.1 Recognize that individuals may like different things about a selected story or play 
 -TH.1.C.2.2 Identify elements of an effective performance 
 -TH.1.C.3.1 Share opinions about selected plays 
 -TH.2.C.1.1 Describe a character in a story and tell why the character is important to the story 
 -TH.2.C.1.2 Respond to a play by drawing and/or writing about a favorite aspect of it 
 -TH.2.C.3.1 Identify important characteristics to discuss when sharing opinions about theatre 
  -TH.3.C.1.2 Watch a play and describe how the elements of light, costumes, props, and sound      
 influence the mood of the production 
 -TH.3.C.3.1  Discuss the techniques that  help create an effective theatre work 
 -TH.4.C.3.1 Identify the characteristics of an effective acting performance 

-TH.4.C.3.3 Define the elements of a selected scene that create an effective presentation of an 
event or person 

 -TH.5.C.2.3 Defend an artistic choice for a theatrical work 
-TH.5.C.3.1 Discuss alternate performance possibilities of the same character in the same play 
-TH.68.C.1.3 Determine the purpose(s), elements, meaning, and value of a theatrical work based on 
personal, cultural, or  historical standards 

 -TH.68.C.2.4 Defend personal responses to a theatre production 
 
 
TH.K.S.1.1 / TH.1.O.3.1 / TH.1.S.1.1 / TH.2.C.2.2 / TH.2.S.1.1 / TH.3.O.3.1 / TH.3.S.1.1 / TH.4.S.1.1 

/TH.5.H.3.2 / TH.5.S.1.1 
 
 -TH.K.S.1.1 Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance. 
 -TH.1.O.3.1 Compare a play to an animated movie that tells the same story. 
 -TH.1.S.1.1 Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response. 
 -TH.2.C.2.2 Describe how an actor in a play, musical, or film creates a character. 
 -TH.2.S.1.1 Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and  
 constructive criticism. 
 -TH.3.O.3.1 Compare the characteristics of theatre to television and movies. 
 -TH.3.S.1.1 Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live  
 performance. 

-TH.4.S.1.1 Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend personal 
responses. 

 -TH.5.H.3.2 Compare theatre to other modes of communication. 
-TH.5.S.1.1 Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at live or 
recorded performances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

TH.K.S.2.1, TH.1.S.3.1, TH.2.S.3.1, TH.3.S.3.1, , TH.4.S.3.1, TH.5.S.3.1 
 

-TH.K.S.2.1 Pretend to be a character from a given story. 
-TH.1.S.3.1 Use simple acting techniques to portray a person, place, action, or thing. 
-TH.2.S.3.1 Create imagined characters, relationships, and environments using basic acting skills. 
-TH.3.S.3.1 Create and sustain imagined characters and relationships, using basic acting skills, to 
tell a simple story. 
-TH.4.S.3.1 Create and sustain imagined characters and relationships, using basic acting skills, to 
re-tell a well-known fairy tale, fable, or story. 
-TH.5.S.3.1 Create and sustain imagined characters and relationships, using basic acting skills, to 
tell an original story based on historical, literary, or everyday situations  

 
 
VA.K.S.1.2, VA.1.S.1.3, VA.2.S.3.1, VA.3.S.3.1, VA.4.S.3.1, VA.5.S.3.1 
 

-VA.K.S.1.2 Produce artwork influenced by personal decisions and ideas. 
-VA.1.S.1.3 Create works of art to tell a personal story. 
-VA.2.S.3.1 Manipulate art materials and refine techniques to create two- and/or three-dimensional 
personal works. 
-VA.3.S.3.1 Use materials, tools, and processes to achieve an intended result in two- and/or three-
dimensional artworks. 
-VA.4.S.3.1 Experiment with various materials, tools, techniques, and processes to achieve a variety 
of results in two- and/or three-dimensional artworks. 
-VA.5.S.3.1 Use materials, tools, techniques, and processes to achieve expected results in two- 
and/or three-dimensional artworks. 
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