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My fellow Kiwanians,   

We have reached the Kouch for the last time, in Division 42. August and September round 
out our 12 months of Kiwanis fun, focus on kids, and foundation work.  I have loved every 
minute of being your representative, and hope that our clubs are both looking back on this 
year’s successes and forward to the shining future. We used the HEART OF A HERO motto 
to fuel the year, with great success.  

We’ll close out with some strawberry lemonade, accompanied by some homemade zucchini 
bread. Put your feet on the ottoman, and let’s relax together as we reflect on these two 
months. We are still striving to make a difference, each and every day. 

We completed our final Division Council Meeting (DCM) in July, leaving folks eager to attend 
either (or both) the International Convention in Orlando, Florida or the District Conference 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.    

As discussed last time, Orlando in June was memorable, I thought, with the quality of speakers 
and presenters at every turn.  And of course, the lovely venue.  But I wanted to add that we 
had the opportunity to see our international President, Poly Lat. While frail, Mr. Lat never-the-
less traveled from the Philippines to be at the convention.  His message of love and service 
has resonated with me ever since I first saw him on stage running for Vice President. He has 
since passed away. 

Las Vegas was highlighted by our charismatic leader, District Governor Rocci Barsotti.  I liked 
the Summerland venue – a little less expensive, and gave us a chance to get some steps in, for 
sure.  There were several hospitality suites for members to take advantage of, including one 
hosted by our own Division 42, by Don Erickson and Debbie Heaslip.  At the conference, we 
elected our next District Governor.  Happy to say that Gary Gray will be pulling his boots on 
and traveling far and wide this coming year.  He shared two visions of Kiwanis – an aging 
group that gives up and shrinks, or a group that revitalizes itself and continues to make a    
difference for children and communities.  Guess which one we are going to be!!!  

In September, and spilling into October, clubs are inducting new officers.  We always seem to 
have a good mix of continuing leaders and new blood.  Clubs benefit from both.  In          
appreciation of all of you who step up to lead, support, and guide your clubs by volunteering 
as officers or board members.  A thank you too to our many committee chairs, who make the 
details come alive.  It has been wonderful to hear about all the amazing work done in our   
Division, throughout the year. 

As we drink the last drops of our cooling lemonade, we are getting ready to pass the torch in 
the Division, too.  Don Erickson is ready to become the next fearless leader as the Lt.      
Governor, with Debbie Heaslip an active participant as she prepares for her year in 2020.  
Best of luck to them, and all of you, too, as we continue this adventure called KIWANIS. 



 

 

Camarillo                          Allen Grizzard-Paul Reporting 
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Conejo Valley                        Roger Klausler Reporting 
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Moorpark                             Ute Van Dam Reporting 
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https://www.MoorparkKiwanisPoker.com


 

 

Oxnard                               Tina Marie Martinez Reporting 
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Santa Barbara                        Anita & Lauren Reporting 
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Santa Susana                         Debbie Heaslip Reporting 



 

 

P A G E  8  D I V I S I O N  4 2  N E W S L E T T E R  

Simi Valley                             Shelley Howard Reporting 
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The South Coast                     Julie Bischoff Reporting 
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Thousand Oaks                      John Prescott Reporting 
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Ventura                                 Bradley Dykes Reporting 
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Hall of Heroes 
Camarillo 

This month’s Hero is Marge Leszczynski.  Marge is one of our members that   quietly 
goes about doing wonderful service in the local community.  She is a docent at the    
Camarillo House, and she works hard for her church visiting the sick and helping the  
elderly.  When we have a service project to work on you can always guarantee on two to 
help as she always brings along her husband, Jerry, who was one of our past heroes of the 
month. She heads up our food committee when our turn comes to feed everyone at the 
DCM. Marge is our chief card writer if any member is sick, and recently she opened her 
home up for our first games night, where members can have fun in just a social           
atmosphere without having to sell tickets, work on projects, or give committee reports.  

Conejo Valley - August 
Our August Hero is the Board of the Children’s Services 
Auxiliary of Ventura County and Lisa Barilone, its Spring 
Picnic Chair.  Left to right:  Andrea Kennedy, Leeann     
Cunningham-Mesa, Lisa, Keri Collins,  Teresa Brumit,    
Leticia Ortiz and Marla Gay.  
The Auxiliary is a totally volunteer-run organization whose 
mission is to meet the needs of Ventura County’s           
court-dependent children who have been displaced from 
their homes due to abuse, neglect, or abandonment.  It    

provides funds for their medical and dental needs, school activities, youth sports, summer camp, computer scholarships 
and a graduation incentive program. 
For many years our club has served lunch for over 200 people at the Auxiliay’s annual Foster Family Picnic in June—a 
party with arts and crafts, a petting zoo, bounce house, games, raffles, and of course, our Conejo Valley Kiwanis ham-
burgers and hotdogs!  

September 

Our September Hero is Art Castruita. We have worked with him for four years, first 
with Lutheran Social Services and now Harbor House.  The Feeding the Needy      

program operates 7 days a week and Art coordinates the non-profits that step up to 
help provide meals. Always with a smile, he is caring, calm, considerate and non-

judgmental. He has managed the Feeding the Needy program for many years and has 
made changes to be sure that everyone is served on a regular schedule.  Art is a true 

hero in our community and cares deeply about those who sometimes get left behind. 



 

 

Division 42 Clubs & Meetings 
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Division 42 Calendar of Events 
Training & Club Events Division Council Meetings 
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