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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 

Inc. was founded January 16, 

1920, at Howard University, 

Washington, D.C.  Five coeds, 

known as our Five Pearls, 

envisioned a sorority which 

would directly affect positive 

change, chart a course of 

action for the 1920s and 

beyond, raise consciousness 

of their people, encourage 

the highest standards of 

scholastic achievement, and 

foster a greater sense of unity 

among its members.  These women believed 

that sorority elitism and socializing 

overshadowed the real mission for 

progressive organizations and failed to 

address fully the societal mores, ills, 

prejudices, and poverty affecting humanity in 

general and the black community in 

particular. 

Since its inception, Zeta has continued its 

steady climb into the national spotlight with 

programs designed to demonstrate concern 

for the human condition both nationally and 

internationally.  The organization has been 

innovative in that it has chronicled a number 

of firsts.  It was the first National Pan-

Hellenic Council organization to centralize its 

operations in a national headquarters; first to 

charter a chapter in Africa and the Middle 

East; first to form auxiliary groups; and the 

first to be constitutionally bound to a 

fraternity, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 

Inc.   The sorority takes pride in its continued 

participation in transforming communities 

through volunteer services from members 

and its auxiliaries.  Zeta Phi Beta has 

chartered hundreds of chapters worldwide 

and has a membership of well over 150,000 

globally. 

Zeta‘s national and local programs 

include the endowment of its National 

Educational Foundation community outreach 

services and support of multiple affiliate 

organizations.  Zeta chapters and auxiliaries 

have given un-totaled hours of voluntary 

service to educate the public, assist youth, 

provide scholarships, support organized 

charities, and promote legislation for social 

and civic change. 

As the sorority moves toward its 

centennial, it retains its original zest for 

excellence.  It espouses the highest academic 

ideals and that has resulted in its members 

serving in groundbreaking roles in all fields 

of endeavor.  Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. is 

poised for perpetual service to mankind into 

her second century and beyond.  
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 In the year 1975, six members of Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, Incorporated living in Dover, 
Delaware realized that their travels to 
Wilmington, Delaware for Sorority meetings 
could be avoided by establishing a chapter in 
their own city. These Zeta women put the 
wheels in motion by petitioning to National 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. for the 
privilege of chartering a chapter. Upon 
approval from the National Headquarters of 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Theta Zeta Zeta 
Chapter was chartered on December 5, 1975 in 
Dover, Delaware. The purpose of the chapter 
was to support the ideals and programs of the 
National body, locally. The Alumni House of 
Delaware State College (now Delaware State 
University) was the location for the closed 
chartering ceremony, followed by a beautiful 
public reception and program celebrating a 
new graduate chapter of the sorority in the 
Kent County area on February 25, 1976.  

 The seven Charter Members were: Mary 
King* - President, Althea W. Armstrong - Vice 
President, Rosa S. Smith - Secretary, Janet 
Wayman Bratten - Corresponding Secretary, 
Betty Smoot Wynn - Treasurer, Paulette S. Smith-
Parliamentarian and Dorothy O. Liffridge*- 
Historian. Theta Zeta Zeta’s first initiates in 1976 
were Ann B. Hazelton, Pauline M. Taylor and M. 
Denise Tolliver.  

 Membership is still by invitation to women 
who have obtained at least a bachelor’s degree. 
The chapter finances its activities through 
fundraising during throughout the sorority year. 
Some of these activities include the Annual 
Prayer Breakfast and the Denim and White Day 
Party.  Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter sponsors and 

mentors the local undergraduate chapter at 
Delaware State University, the Upsilon Chapter.  

 In 1979, an adult auxiliary was chartered 
named the Zeta Amicae of Dover, and is 
sponsored by the Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter. This 
auxiliary was designed for women that embrace 
the same ideals of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and who 
are successful within the community who do not 
possess a bachelor’s degree.  

 The Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter also mentors 
three youth auxiliary groups: the Pearlettes, ages 
4 to 8 years old; the Amicettes, ages 9 to 13 years 
old; and the Archonettes, ages 14 to 18 years old. 

 The hallmark service project for the 
chapter is the Stork’s Nest Program.  The Stork’s 
Nest is an incentive program for pregnant women 
and their families to seek out the best pre-natal 
care for a healthier new family. The program is 
sponsored nationally with the March of Dimes, 
and locally with Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter 
collaborating with Bayhealth Medical Centers to 
deliver this program to the community in the 
service areas of the state.  

 Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter completes 
multiple Zetas Helping Other People Excel (Z-
HOPE) Program service projects throughout the 
year. These programs focus on the wellness of 
our different demographics within the 
community with a holistic approach to enhance 
the mind, the body and the spirit of participants. 

  Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter has been active 
in the National Pan Hellenic Council of Central 
Delaware Alumni Council since 2016, with 
charter members and officers collaborating with 
our other black Greek-lettered organizations in 
Kent and Sussex Counties. 
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The acorn that grew into a mighty oak tree in Dover, 
bearing good fruit. 

THE PREMIERE COMMUNITY-CONSCIOUS,  

ACTION-ORIENTED ORGANIZATION  
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To the Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter 

of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 

on your successful 19th Annual 

Prayer Breakfast & Scholarship 

Fundraiser 

Delaware State Senator 

ERIC L. BUCKSON 

16th District 
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The Mary King Memorial Scholar  

Morgan T. Stewart 
 

 MS. MORGAN T. STEWART is grateful and honored to 

be the recipient of the Mary King Memorial Scholarship for 

the 2025-2026 academic year from Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 

Incorporated, Theta Zeta Zeta Chapter.  

Morgan is currently enrolled at Delaware State University, as 

a 2nd Semester Sophomore, Pre-Nursing Major. A native of 

Philadelphia, PA, Morgan is on a mission to continue to 

maintain good grades and garner the necessary skills and 

knowledge to better educate, encourage and make tangible 

transformational changes for the most underserved members 

of our community via health care and health education.  

The spark for Morgan’s goal to serve underserved members 

of our community is born out her exposure to civic activity 

opportunities, through the years. Since its inception in 2021, 

Morgan has volunteered for “Best Vibe Ever Fest”, where 

community members are invited to Finley Recreation Center (located in the Mt. Airy Section of Philadelphia), 

for a day of family fun for the community with access to local resources including health education. Morgan 

has had the honor of volunteering for community events held at Finely Recreation Center including annual 

Black History Month events, Women’s History Month events, Voter Education and Engagement Events.  

As a poll worker for Philadelphia Primary Elections, every May, since 2023, she has been provided with the 

opportunity to ensure that all registered voters in her district and ward can exercise their right to vote while 

being educated on the candidates through handing out literature for the endorsed candidates for her ward. In 

2023, Morgan also had the privilege of working as a volunteer on the mayoral campaign of the now 100th 

Mayor of Philadelphia, The Honorable Cherelle L. Parker.  

As a student at Delaware State University, Morgan has been afforded the opportunity to continue her 

engagement in civic activity. Morgan is currently a member of two prominent clubs at Delaware State 

University: Lions Club (Charter member and Executive Council Member)  

and National Society of Black Women in Medicine. Lions Club, an organization founded by Melvin Jones in 

October 1917, is built upon acts of community service to better service the lives of not just local communities 

but the world at large. National Society of Black Women in Medicine (NSBWM) is an organization of 

sisterhood and medicine which allows Black women from different medical majors and backgrounds to come 

together to uplift each other and provide a safe space, in a field where African Americans, especially women 

are overlooked.  
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The Janet W. Bratten Scholar  

India Hart 
 

 MS. INDIA HART is a future graduate of Smyrna High School. 

After graduation, I am looking forward to attending Florida Agricultural 

and Mechanical University (FAMU), Fort Valley State University, or 

Norfolk State University to pursue my dreams of becoming a Veterinary 

Technologist.  

 Despite the struggles and obstacles during my educational journey, 

I have managed to maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.58. While holding my 

educational expectations high, I have enjoyed participating in extra-

curricular activities. I am a part of both the jazz and marching bands at 

Smyrna High School and I also serve as Vice President of Ladies of 

Distinction, where we participate in community service events and engage 

in empowerment workshops. I also serve as an active member of the Black 

Student Union that promotes cultural awareness and academic success.  

Receiving Janet W. Bratten Scholarship truly means the world to me and I am looking forward to the great 

impact it will have as I begin my college pursuit.   

The Beatrice Henry Memorial Scholar 

Gabriella Charles 
 

 MS. GABRIELLA CHARLES is a graduating senior at Smyrna 

High School who intends to attend a 4-year-university, majoring in political 

science. She is an active member in her high school, serving as both Class 

and Student Body President, while maintaining a 4.2 GPA. Outside of 

school, she is a volunteer for her church's media team, a math tutor, and a 

varsity tennis player.  
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The Zeta Amicae of Dover Scholar 

Tristen Sizemore 
 

 MS. TRISTEN SIZEMORE is a dedicated and accomplished senior at 

Caesar Rodney High School in Camden, Delaware. She is known for her strong 

work ethic, leadership, and commitment to academic excellence and community 

service. Tristen has maintained an impressive 3.8 GPA while actively 

participating in several school organizations that promote leadership, service, and 

school spirit. 

 She is a proud member of the National Honor Society, Student Council, 

Anchor Club, and the Color Guard. Through her involvement in these activities, 

Tristen has demonstrated teamwork, responsibility, and a genuine passion for 

giving back to her school and community. 

 In the fall, Tristen plans to attend the University of Delaware, where she 

will major in Biology and minor in Biochemistry. With a strong passion for 

science and helping others, she hopes to pursue a career in the medical or 

scientific field and make a meaningful and lasting impact. 
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 Ms. Tasha Barlow is very active in her community and goes above and beyond to help others. 

For the past 4-5 years she has single handily organized a community day each year giving back to the 

neighborhood she grew up in. She has gotten permits from the city to host these events, organized 

security with DPD to be on site, organized vendors to provide free food, free clothing, healthcare 

resources , educational resources and other resources to help support the community.  

 Ms. Barlow recently rallied for a new basketball court to be put in place for the children of 

Capitol Green housing and she succeeded and the city granted her request and the new basketball court 

along with new pavement was put into place earlier this year. She has been involved with many food 

drives and is currently putting a Free Thanksgiving dinner drive together with a local small business 

this year. I feel she does so many other things behind the scenes that don’t get noticed and she is not 

one for being in the forefront . She does these things out of the kindness of her heart without expecting 

anything back . She does all this outside of working her 9-5 job. I feel she deserves to be recognized for 

all she does for the community  

Ms. Tasha Barlow 
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