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JEREMY B. HALES JOB NO. 1278527
DECEMBER 02, 2024

IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT FOR THE
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF FLORI DA

JEREMY B. HALES, clviL DI VISION

Pl ai ntiff, NO. 1: 24- CV- 00045- AW ZCB
- VS_
LYNETTE M CHELLE LACEY,

ALEXI S PRESTON, and
JOHN COCK,
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REMOTE DEPOSI TI ON OF JEREMY B.
HALES, | ocated in Trenton, Florida, commencing
at 10:12 AA.M EST on Mnday, Decenber 2, 2024,
bef ore ALYSSA A. REPSI K, Court Reporter and
Notary Public in and for the Commobnweal t h of

Pennsyl vani a.
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DECEMBER 02, 2024

PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: The attorneys
participating in this deposition acknow edge
that | am not physically present in the
deposition roomand that | wll be reporting
this deposition renotely.

They further acknow edge that, in
lieu of an oath adm nistered in person, the
witness wll verbally declare his testinony in
this matter under penalty of perjury.

The parties and their counsel
consent to this arrangenent and wai ve any
objections to this manner of reporting.

Pl ease i ndi cate your agreenent by
stating your nane and your agreenent on the
record.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Randy
Shochet, Shochet Law Group in Trenton, Florida,
and we sti pul ate.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Bruce
Mat zki n for Defendants' M chelle Preston and
John Cook. We stipul ate.

JEREMY B. HALES, a Plaintiff herein,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380

Page 4



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 6 of 320

DECEMBER 02, 2024 JoB o TaTEse
EXAM NATI ON
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Good norning, M. Hales. Let ne

just go through a couple of ground rules, then
we'll get started.

So all objections are reserved until
the time of trial except to the formof the
guestion. That neans al though your client --
your counsel may object or you may object or
have an obj ection, you nust still answer the
guestion unless you're instructed not to by

your counsel due to privilege or other valid

reason.

| f you don't understand the
guestion, please let me know. | wll try to
rephrase it. |If you answer the question, |
wi || assunme you' ve understood it.

You can ask for a break at any tine
except when there's an unanswered question
pendi ng.

Do you have any questions about

t hose ground rul es?

A. No.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Well, I'm
going to -- I'"'mgoing to have a little
STENO.COM

(310) 573-8380

Page 5



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 7 of 320

JEREMY B. HALES JOB NO. 1278527

DECEMBER 02, 2024

I nstruction here.
So, Jereny, on that point, if | say

"objection,"” such as -- in this deposition I
may say, "Qbjection, totally irrelevant," or
"not relevant," "relevance." |It's preserved
for the court.

|f he tries to introduce irrel evant
material, for exanple, the objection will be
heard. You still need to answer the question,
okay.

However, if he tries to -- and |
hope he won't -- involve -- ask questions that
I nvol ve di scussions that you and | have had in
private, that's very inproper. | think he
knows better than that. But | will instruct
you not to answer. So unless | say that,
answer .

Ckay?

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Al right. So I'd like to begin
with Exhibit 77.

(Deposition Exhibit No. 77 was
mar ked for identification.)

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Ch. Okay.

You' ve got to hold on. You're not going to
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DECEMBER 02, 2024 JoB o TaTEse
pull it up; is that right?
ATTORNEY MATZKIN: Wl |,
again, you can pull it up, and I'Il pull it up.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Wit a
mnute. D d you add sonething to the drive,
sir?
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:. There's 78
exhi bits.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Ckay.
We'll go back to your drive. ay. GCkay. o
ahead. It's up on our screen.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Do you recogni ze Exhibit 77,
M. Hal es?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: We're

scrolling, just so you know.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q What is that?
A That is a notion.
Q Exhi bit 777?
A A Conpl ai nt .
Q |s that the --
A United States District Court, the

Northern District of Florida.
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JEREMY B. HALES JOB NO. 1278527

DECEMBER 02, 2024

Q | s that the Court Conplaint you
filed in this case?

A. That is the Court Conplaint that ny
| awyer filed on behalf of nme in this case.

Q Ckay. You're alleging that ny
clients defaned you and tortiously interfered
Wi th your business; is that correct?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection
to form Conpound questi on.
You can answer.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:. Strike
t hat .
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Anong your clains is that ny
client's defanmed you; correct?

A. Yes.

Q And separately, on separate

accounts, you've alleged ny clients tortiously
interfered wth your business; correct?
A. Yes.
Q And you allege that they commtted
extortion directed at you; correct?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form
You can answer.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.
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JEREMY B. HALES JOB NO. 1278527

DECEMBER 02, 2024

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Ckay. If you | ook at
Paragraph 30 -- strike that -- Paragraph 25 of
the conplaint, do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. It says, "Preston and Cook
i mredi ately began publishing defanatory
statenents about Hales on their social nedia
platforns. |In May 2023, for exanple, Preston
stated on her social nedia that she 'watched
Jereny Hal es videos until recently,' and
"Jereny Hales only thinks about the size of his
junk. "

Did | read that accurately?
A Yes.
Q kay. Are you claimng that this
first quoted statenent constitutes
def amati on --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (nj ecti on.

BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q "Wat ched Jereny Hal es videos until
recent|y"?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection

to form Calls for a |legal conclusion. Also,

conpetency is an issue.

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380
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JEREMY B. HALES JOB NO. 1278527

DECEMBER 02, 2024

But you can answer, if you can.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Do you understand ny question?
A Ask the question again, please.
Q Yes. Are you claimng that the

guoted statenent, "watched Jereny Hal es' vi deos
until recently,” is defamatory to you?

A "' mclaimng that Paragraph No. 25
is a portion of the entirety of the Conpl aint
that was presented to the Court. That's what
" m cl ai m ng.

Q kay. So |I'mgoing to ask you again
the sane question so | can --

A. |"mgoing to answer it again the
sane way. Paragraph No. 25 is a portion of the
entirety of the Conplaint that was presented to
t he Court.

Q |s the statenment by Ms. Preston that
she "wat ched Jereny Hal es' videos until
recently" alleged by you to be a false
st at enent ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hol d on.
Al l eged to be a fal se statenent?
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q My question is: Are you claimng

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380
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JOB NO. 1278527

that Ms. Preston's statenent that you quote
here -- that she "watched Jereny Hal es' videos
until recently"” -- is a false statenent?
Are you claimng that's a fal se
st at enent ?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form
| f you understand the question.
THE WTNESS: | don't
under stand the questi on.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Well, his
Instructions are that if you don't understand,
you can ask himto anplify or explain.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q "Il rephrase it.
You wote in this Conplaint -- this
Conpl ai nt states in Paragraph 25 that "Preston
and Cook began publishing defamatory statenents
on their social nedia platforns,” and then,
“"For exanple," as you -- your Conplaint says,
"for exanple she stated 'she watched Jereny
Hal es videos until recently."'"
So you you've given an exanple of a
publication of a defamatory statenment. So ny

guestion is: Is it your allegation that that

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380
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JEREMY B. HALES
DECEMBER 02, 2024

JOB NO. 1278527

guoted statenment is a fal se statenent?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form
Do you understand the question?

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q You can answer the questi on,
M. Hales. |Is that a false statenent?
A Paragraph 25 is part of an entirety

of a Conplaint that was commtted to the Court.

Q How does the statenent that
Ms. Preston watched Jereny Hal es' videos until
recently harmyou in any way?

A. Again, that is a portion of an
entirety of a paragraph which is a portion of
the totality of the Conplaint submtted to the
Court.

Q Ckay. But you said "For exanple" of
a defamatory statenent published on soci al
nmedi a and gave that as an exanpl e.

So nmy question is: Howis that an
exanpl e of a defamatory statenent?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form Calls for a |legal conclusion. And
now that's the second tine |'ve raised that
obj ection, and we're going to -- if you ask

that question again, it's going to get the sane

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380
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JEREMY B. HALES JOB NO. 1278527
DECEMBER 02, 2024
objection. It's a conpetency issue.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | rephrased
it. | said, "Howis the statenent 'watched

Jereny Hales' videos until recently' a
defamatory statenent” as stated in Paragraph
257

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njecti on.
Conpetency. He's not a lawer. If you want to
ask himas a lay opinion, that's fine.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:.  Well, | ask
-- 1"l ask agai n.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Are you claimng it's a fal se
statenent which is an el enent of defanmation?
A Vll, in all reality, let's talk

about false statenents. Wo knows what your
client actually says was true or false
consi dering under oath she has stated she has
only wat ched, what, two, three, maybe four
vi deos of What the Hales, but then she's
posting all over the internet that she's
wat ched all the videos until recently? Wat is
the truth? Wat's false? You tell ne. She's
your client.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN.  Well, we'll

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380
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JOB NO. 1278527

of course strike that.
Pl ease place on the record that |
nove to strike that entire tirade.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You don't
have the power to strike anything. You can say
"nmove to strike." That's fine. But you cannot
say sonmething is going to be stricken.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N Just
strike.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q And let's nove on to the next --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: It's not
stricken.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Let's nove on to the next quoted
statenent that Paragraph 25 offers as an
exanpl e of defamatory statenents about Hal es on
their social nedia platforns.

"Jereny Hal es only thinks about the
size of his junk."

s it your claimthat that's a
def amat ory statenent ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane
objection. If you're asking his lay opinion,

that's fine.

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380
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JOB NO. 1278527

To save tine, every tine that you
raise legal termnology to this nonlawer, |I'm
just going to say "(bjection to form" but
that's what | nean, Counsel. He's not
conpetent. He's not a lawer. But if you want
to ask him--

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q M. Hales, do you understand --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- his |ay
opinion, that's fine. Go ahead. You can
answer, if you understand the question.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q M. Hal es, do you understand what
defamation is?

A. Yes, | do.

Q Ckay. What -- just give ne your |ay
under st anding of it.

A Def amation are things that are
untrue, that danage the character and the
association wth that individual.

Q Wiich is --

A Such as taking and pl aci ng signs
along in a town where that individual lives
that states that "OCh, Jereny Hales, the Chio
rapi st, raped ny child." Defamation.

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380
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JOB NO. 1278527

Q Ckay. So you're -- you said

"things," but you neant statenents that are
untrue, that harm soneone's reputation; is that
accur at e?

Your understandi ng of defamation is,
"statenments that are untrue, that harm
soneone's reputation"?

A. Untrue. Fal se.
Q Got you. False. Statenents that

are false, that harm soneone's reputation;

correct?
M. Hales --
A. Pl ease repeat your questi on.
Q M. Hales, is it your understanding

that defamation are statenents that are fal se,
t hat harm soneone's reputation?

A Yes.

Q Al right. 1Is "Jereny Hales only
t hi nks about the size of his junk" a statenent

that is false that harns your reputation?

A No. 1, it is false. No. 2, a judge
or a jury wll decide whether it's defamation
or not. | won't be the one deciding those
t hi ngs.

Q Ckay. But you're alleging that that

STENO.COM

(310) 573-8380
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JOB NO. 1278527

har med your reputation?

A A jury and a judge or a judge or a
jury or both will decide whether that's
def amati on or not.

Q | understand. And are you all eging
that that harnmed your reputation?

A |"malleging that your clients have
harnmed ny reputation in horrific ways.

Q Ckay. But |'m asking you about this
particul ar statenent, "Jereny Hal es only thinks
about the size of his junk."

|s that a fal se statenent that harns
your reputation?

A. Yes, it is a false statenent.

Q And how does it harm your

reputation?

A That will be determ ned by a judge
or a jury.

Q Ckay. But how do you allege that it
har med your reputation?

A That will be determ ned by a judge
or a jury.

Q No. A judge and a jury doesn't

determ ne what you allege. They determ ne

what's true.

STENO.COM
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JOB NO. 1278527

So |I'm asking you what you're
al | egi ng?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You're
asking himto rephrase? |'mnot -- objection
to form Conpound question. Conpetency.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Wel |, again, you know, you say that
as an exanple of a defamatory statenent, which
you understand to be a fal se statenent that
harns soneone's reputation, "Jereny Hales only
t hi nks about the size of his junk."

So |I'm asking you, how does t hat
har m your reputation?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q How do you allege that it harnms your
reputation? Wat harm do you all ege to have
suffered by that statenent -- by that quoted
st at enent ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That's
three questions. Objection to form Conpound.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Al right. So I'll rephrase.

VWhat harm do you allege as a result

of that statenent, "Jereny only thinks about

STENO.COM
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DECEMBER 02, 2024

the size of his junk"?

A Correct nme if I"mwong, but the
Conpl ai nt actually states how it has harned ny
reputation, how your clients have harnmed ny

reput ati on.

Q Al right. So you're not going to
answer in --
A How t hey damaged ny busi ness. How

t hey damaged ny personal |ife. How they
damaged ny personal relationships. How they
damaged ny incone. How they danmaged every
aspect of ny life. Howthey've literally --
your client literally stating he's going to

shoot ne in the face and feed ne to the gators.

Q And the |ist goes on and on.

A. Should I go further --

Q | under st and

A -- or do you want nore?

Q | understand that. The |list goes on
and on.

Now |l et's nove to Paragraph 27 of
the sanme exhibit.
Tell me when you're ready.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Do you see

it?

STENO.COM
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THE WTNESS: Yeah. | can see
it.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Ckay. So can | ask a question about
It now?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You ready?
THE WTNESS: Yes. Ready.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:
Q Ckay. You wite that, "In May 2023,
M. Cook pulled a gun on you as you were
driving on the public roadway to enter your
property."”
| s that sonehow relevant to
defamation, in your view, a false statenent
that harns yours reputation?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njecti on.
Compound question. Also didn't read the entire
sent ence.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q There are three itens here, No. 1 --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: First one,
you |l eft out "when Hales returned from Ghio for
a town neeting.”
ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:  Ckay.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

STENO.COM
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Q "When Hal es returned fromGChio for a
town neeting May 2023 Cook pulled a gun on
Hal es as Hal es was driving by on the roadway to
enter Hales' own property."”

Did | read that accurately?

A. Yes.
Q And did M. Cook say anything to you
while he was driving by -- while you were

driving by entering your property and he pulled
a gun?
Did he say anything to you?

A. He said lots of things. And it's
all recorded, and it's all on video, and it's
all part of evidence.

Q |s that the video that we're
famliar with where you approach the truck he's
sitting in with your cell phone and start
throw ng the epithets?

A You nean the video where he
trespassed an ny property and threatened to go
bang bang on nme? Threatened ny life yet again?
That video? |Is that the video you're referring
to? Were he trespassed, literally parked on
my property? Wen he literally said that a gun

was going to go bang bang? That -- that video?

STENO.COM
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Q Ckay.
A | s that the one?
Q The one I'mthinking of -- the one

" mthinking of is when you walk up to it and
call hima "Gay effing faggot." Maybe it's the
same vi deo.

A Repeating -- repeating what he has
called ne every single tinme when you said has
he said anything to ne, which is on video of
himcalling ne those things.

Q Ckay. But that's just you talking
about this sanme video?

A. And not only saying that; that he
was sayi ng that Martha woul d be shoving things
in ny backside. That video. That's the one
you're referring to, right, when you' re asking
does he say anything to ne; right?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. M.
Shochet --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | think
he's -- No. 1 --

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You guys
are -- you guys are conflating No. 1 and No.
2.
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THE WTNESS: Wll, there's so

much evidence out there, it's hard to keep it

all --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Wel |,
you' re tal king about the "go bang." That's in
No. 2.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: He's
talking -- I think he's tal ki ng about No. 1.
Those are two separate incidents, Counsel. So
it"s not -- it's not the video you're referring
to.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N M.
Shochet, let's --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: There's a
video of both. A video of both.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Let's nove on to Part 3 of
Paragraph 27. "Maliciously threatening" --
A W're noving on a lot, don't we?
Q “Maliciously threatened to injure"
-- "todo injury to Hales' reputation with
intent thereby to extort a pecuniary advant age,
and accordingly, publically stated fal sely on

Facebook that Hal es' fiance had oral sex with
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hi m and that he has photographs to prove it."
That's Subpart 3 to Paragraph 27.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: And there's
a footnote too, Counsel, which, if you're going
to read -- you need to read entire sentences
I ncl udi ng foot not es.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:. Al right.
M. Shochet, | can read or not read as |
choose.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So did | just read Subpart 3
correctly?

A No. You m ssed the footnote. So if
you're going to read it, read it correctly.

Q | am readi ng Paragraph 27, Sub 3,
“Maliciously threatened to do injury to Hal es’
reputation with intent thereby to extort a
pecuni ary advantage, and accordingly,
publically stated fal sely on Facebook t hat
Hal es' fiancée had oral sex with him and that
he has photographs to prove it."

Aside fromthe footnote, did I read
that correctly?

A No. You didn't read the footnote.

Read t he footnote.
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Q M. Hales, | get to run the
deposition, and if you' re going to continue and
M. Shochet is going to continue, then |I'I]
reach a point where we'll end the deposition
and bring a Court Moti on.

So all I'"masking you nowis: Dd I

accurately read what's in Paragraph 27, putting

aside the footnote? | put aside the
footnote --

A All I amtelling you now --

Q So you don't have to --

A. -- Iis that you didn't read it
correctly.

Q -- so you don't have to tal k about

the footnote --
A. You forgot the footnote.
THE REPORTER: Everyone, stop.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Just tell
me if | asked you right.
THE REPORTER: No. Stop.
Stop. Stop. Stop.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN. In fact,
you read it --
THE REPORTER: No. Everyone,

stop. I'mgoing to stop this before we
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continue with the rest of this deposition. |If
we continue to talk over each other, we're not
going to have a record that anybody is going to
be able to read.

| need it to be question, pause,
answer, or else we're going to have a record
t hat nobody can deci pher. Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Thank you,

Al yssa.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q M. Hales, please read Sub 3 of

Par agraph 27 out [ oud.

A. “Maliciously threatened to do injury
to Hales' reputation with intent thereby to
extort a pecuniary advantage and accordingly
pubically stated fal sely on Facebook that
Hal es' fiance had oral sex with himand that he
has photographs to prove it." Footnote --

Q Ckay. Now - -

A -- "Cook posted 'Jereny would Iike
me to post'" -- "'"Jereny, would you like ne to
post the picture of ny cock in George's [sic]

mouth you can't take this one down.'"

Q Ckay. |Is it your allegation that
that is a defam -- a fal se statenent that
STENO.COM
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harns your reputation?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form as
stated before to keep matters short for the
reasons stated previously. Sane objection.

You can answer, if you understand.

THE WTNESS: It's clearly
stated as false, and a judge or a jury wll
determ ne whether it's defamation or not.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Ckay. Now, how -- where is the
threat to extort pecuniary advantage in that
st at enent ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njecti on.
(bj ection to form
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q Do you understand the question?

A A judge and a jury wll determ ne
that, not nyself as a | ayman.

Q Ckay. But |'m asking you, as you
allege "with intent thereby to extort a
pecuni ary advantage," so tell nme where in this
statenent or anywhere else is there the threat
to extort pecuniary advant age?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection

to form You' re not reading the entire quote.
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You're | eaving the word out "intent."

So | don't know why you say it

sonetines, you say it other -- sonetines you
include it; sonetines you don't. If you're
going to refer to a paragraph, 1'd ask you to
pl ease --

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

M. Shochet, this is inproper of you. |'d ask
that you --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | don't
know why, but you keep on -- that's why |'m
objecting. You keep on -- the record wll
reflect this. Sonetines you read a sentence
one way. Then sonetinmes you take things out.
So | amjust trying to --

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

M. Shochet --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sir, it's
your deposition. |I'mjust trying to help you.
|'"'mdone. |'mjust going to object every tine
you do that.

So just say conpound --
ATTORNEY MATZKIN. M.
Shochet, "Qbject to the form" and then say

not hi ng nore.
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: kay. Sir,
| know the rules. 1'mgoing to object and
state the reason every tine.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q My question is: Wat about this
statenent that you just read from Sub 3 and
Footnote 2 constitutes a threat to extort
pecuni ary advant age?

From where do you get your
al l egation that there was an intent to extort a
pecuni ary advant age?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njection
to form It's two questions. Conpound.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q From where do you get your
al l egation that that statenment was nmade with
intent thereby to extort a pecuniary advant age?

A A judge or jury wll decide that,
not nyself as a | ayman.

Q |s there a statenent that you can
point to by M. Cook, that demanded pecuni ary
advantage fromyou in any fornf

A. A judge and a jury will determ ne
that, not nyself as a | ayman.

Q | masking you to identify a
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statenent -- whether oral or witten -- by
M. Cook to you that you claimwas an extortive
threat to extort pecuniary advantage?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Do you understand the question?
A Myself as a |layman will not be
determning that. A judge or a jury wll be

determ ni ng that.
Q |s there a statenent by M. Cook

that you allege where he said "G ve ne

sonething, or else..."?
You can fill in --
A Again, |I'ma |aynman.
Q -- you can fill in the "sonething"
or the "or else.” Let ne repeat.

|s there a statenent you' re alleging
by M. Cook in which he told you that you had
to give himsonething, anything, or else
anyt hi ng?

A The whol e aspect of them stalking
nme. The whol e aspect of themtrying to get
nmoney fromnme. The whol e aspect of themtrying
to utilize and take advantage of ny giving

heart is an aspect of intent to, "Then if you
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don't give it, I'mgoing to post pictures of ny
cock in your fiancée's nmouth. If you don't
give it, I'"'mgoing to post signs all over the

town where you live that state that you raped
my child. If you don't give it I'mgoing to
post things about your fiancée's famly being
terrorists, and you bought nore property for it
to be a training ground for terrorists if you

don't give us these things," as we saw pl ayed

out in real life.
Q Ckay. So is there any statenent --
A. And the |ist can go on and on and on
and on.

Q Are you finished?

|s there any statenent -- not an
aspect, but a statenent that you can point to,
oral or witten -- by M. Cook in which he said
that you have to give hi msonething of
pecuni ary value, or else he will do sonething,
whet her it be post signs, post photos of your
fiancée, or anything el se?

| s there any such statenent?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Conpound.

(bj ection to form

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380

Page 31



Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 33 of 320

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

JEREMY B. HALES
DECEMBER 02, 2024

JOB NO. 1278527

Q Do you understand the question?

A Absol utel y.

Q Can you answer it?

A Everything stated. All the evidence

that you have in your hands is all because they
did not get what they wanted from ne.

Q Ckay. Again, a witten or oral
statenent that you can quote or point to in
which M. Cook said, "Gve ne sonething, or |
wi |l do sonething"?

A Agai n, everything that you're
| ooking at fromthe aspect of he's got pictures
of his cock in ny fiancée's nouth, and | can't
take that post down is because they did not get
what they wanted fromne: Mney, fane, and
gifts in kind and donations. And the list goes
on and on.

Q Okay. Wiere does it say -- where
does the -- where do they say that, M. Cook or
Ms. Preston ever say that?

| understand you believe that, but
| ' m asking, where do they say in witten or

oral fornf

A. It's their intent fromthe very
beginning. Intent. Intent. Malicious.
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“Maliciously threatened to do injury to Hal es’
reputation with intent.”

Q So that was --

A That was the intention fromthe
entire tinme, to stalk and then to try and get
nmoney, to try and get fanme. Publicly posting
she's going to |launch her YouTube at ny event
"Half MII, Time to Gill." They're wanting
begging for itens that | have. Money.
Donat i ons.

Intent. They didn't get it. Then
what happened? This is what happened.

Q So - so there's no statenent you can
point to -- oral or witten -- where they
actually say, "We're going to do things unless
you gi ve us sonet hing"?

A Intent. You nean, like, statenents
that you have in witing, that you're going to
hel p people grow and fuse if they cover your
side of this story like that? Like, things
you' ve done, put in witing claimng that
you're a famous | awer? Wat a joke. Wat a
joke. You're a fanobus lawer. Putting in
writing that you're going to guarantee views.

Things |ike you've done?
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Wuld you like me to go on? Things
|i ke creating an ecosystem an "Anti-Hal es
ecosystem' that destroyed sonebody's
reputation, to destroy their business in
witing |ike you have done. You.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Let the
record reflect M. Matzkin is actually smling
at that answer.

THE WTNESS: Ch, by the way,
there's also that piece of evidence "G ve ne
$65, 000. "

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Oh.

A. Ch, wait. That's in your evidence.
W're going to get toit, isn't it?

Q Wy don't we go right to Exhibit 1.
Tell nme when you're able to ook at Exhibit 1.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |'ve got to
get toit. Hold on. 1I've got to close this
one first.

THE WTNESS: By the way, Lisa
Lee is waiting for your text nessages. Oh,
wait. That's transcribed, and that's evidence
now, to0o0.

(Deposition Exhibit No. 1 was marked
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for identification.)
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So Exhibit 1, are you able to open
t hat ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hang on.
It's so out of order. | don't know why your
exhibits are not nunbered correctly. But |et
me try that.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: They're in
order, Exhibit 1 through 78.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Mne is --
this -- your Google Drive, it's out of order.
But | can find it. | just got to scroll.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: They're in
nuneri cal order.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Not on ny
screen they're not.

kay. Do you see that?
THE W TNESS: Yeah, | can see

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Okay. W
have it up, Counsel.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Ckay. |Is this a -- what appears to

be a maybe a Facebook post?
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A. It's not what appears. |It's what it
is. Posted by your client.

Q A Facebook post that appears to be
posted by Lynette Mchelle Preston. [t says --
well, there's a yellow highlight on the part
that reads, "Put your freaking noney where your
nmouth is and pay himthe $65, 000 so he can wal k
away and | eave ne in peace."

Did | read that accurately?

A You read the "OQt herw se shut your

dam pie hole and leave ne and ny little girl

al one,

Q kay. And who is this -- do you

to finish the statenent for you.

understand who this is directed towards?

A Absolutely. [It's directed towards

Q So who -- who is "hinf in "pay him
t he $65, 000 so he can wal k away"? Who is "hint
and "he" in that sentence?

A John Cook.

Q And she's saying to pay him $65, 000
for what?

A So that she can be of -- rid of him
She wants ny noney.

What ?  You didn't know your client
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wanted rid of your other client.

Q So she's suggesting that you give
M. Cook $65,000 so he -- so he can | eave her?

A | " m suggesti ng exactly what it says.
She put and capitalized, "Put your freaking
noney where your nouth is and pay hint --
meani ng John Cook -- "$65,000 so he can wal k
away and | eave ne in peace. Qherw se shut
your damn pie hole and leave ne and ny little

girl alone."

Q Ckay. Now, was this sent to you?

A. This was a public post.

Q Okay. Was this sent to you
separately, privately in any other fornf

A Again, this is a public post.

Q So is it your claimthat this is an

extortionist threat?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection

to form Sanme reasons as before.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q Do you understand ny question?

Do you understand ny question?
A. Ask your question appropriately.
Q s it your claimthat this Exhibit 1

contains an extortionist threat, "G ve ne noney
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or else..."?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection
to form Conpetence. Calls for a |egal
concl usi on.

But if you want an answer in his |ay

opi ni on, you can answer.

THE WTNESS: Again, as a
layman, | won't be making those decisions; a
judge and a jury wll.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q Ckay. But you understand that we're
here to determ ne what evidence you have of
your clains; right?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. So |I'm asking you, does this
constitute evidence of your claimof extortion?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane --

THE WTNESS: Again, |I'mnot a
prof essional -- go ahead.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane
obj ecti on.

You can answer.

THE WTNESS: He's going to

keep doing it regardless.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
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Q Let's nove to Paragraph 30 of the
Conpl ai nt .
Tell nme when you're ready.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: What was
that? 70-sonethi ng?
THE W TNESS:. 77.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: 77. Wi ch
one? Wi ch paragraph?
ATTORNEY MATZKI N 30.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: 307?
ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Correct.
You ready?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET:  Yep.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Can you read that out loud to ne?
A. "On or about May 28, 2023, Preston”
-- meani ng Lynette Preston -- "posted on her
social nedia that, (1), 'I'mgoing to stand
tall and not let Jereny Hales hurt ne ever
again'; (2), she will "put a cap in the ass of

anyone who nesses with her.' And, (3), 'I'm

done with it. You net your match, M. Hales."'"

Q s it your belief that any of those
three statenents constitute defanation, i.e.,

fal se statenents that harm your reputation?
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njection
to form as before.

THE WTNESS: Sane answer as
before. A judge and a jury will be deciding
that, not nyself.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q s it your testinony that "I'm going
to stand tall and not let Jereny Hales hurt ne
ever again" is a false statenent that harns
your reputation?

A Yet again, sane answer: A judge and
ajury is going to determ ne that, not nyself.

Q kay. Do you have any information
as to how that statenent harned your
reputation?

A. | have plenty of information.

Q Well, what is that?

A Again, a judge and a jury is going
to be determ ning that.

Q Well, no. You said you had
i nformation as to how that statenent harned
your reputation. So | want to know what your
I nformation is.

A. You have it, as well. You have all

t he evi dence.
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Q Sir, | need you to tell nme an answer
to nmy question.

What is your information that the
guote "lI'mgoing to stand tall and not | et
Jereny Hales hurt ne ever again" harnmed your
reputation?

A. First --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hold on.
(bj ection to form
THE WTNESS: Ch, ny goodness.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That's a
di fferent question. So sane objection as
bef ore.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Agai n, how did that statenent harm
your reputation?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q M. Hales, | have a question
pending. How did that statenent harm your
reputation?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can
answer .
THE WTNESS: First of all, |

never hurt her. So in the aspect of claimng
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that | hurt her, that harns nmy reputation.
That is a false statenment. |'ve never hurt her
once. | never hurt her tw ce.

Now, what we can tal k about is all
the things that she's actually put in |egal
witing and in court about John Cook abusing
her, John Cook actually abusing the child and
himthreatening her life -- her noms life with
a firearm

Not to nention three -- three
| egal Iy docunented incidents with John Cook
pointing firearns at different individuals. W
don't even know about the individuals that he
hasn't been docunented with the Levy County
Sheriff, but there's three docunent ed.

Living in fear every day of ny life.
And individuals destroying ny life with
def amation stating that |I've done sonething to
themthat |'ve never once did.

Ch, by the way, you're a part of
that, as well. In witing. Literally, in
writing, you have witten it. You have sent it
out, and they're all comng forward with what
you' ve said and you've done.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
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Q M. Hales, I'mgoing to just sort of
warn that I'mgoing to ask that the Court
require you to pay for this transcript if it is
replete with tirades and asides that take up a
| ot of the transcript and are not --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Move to
strike that |last statenent by M. Matzkin.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN. -- and not
responsi ve to ny questions.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Al so nove
to strike that.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Let's look at No. 2 in Paragraph 30,
"She will '"put a cap in the ass of anyone who
messes with her.'"

Where did that statenent -- where
did you see that statenent or hear that
st at enent ?

A She posted it on Facebook with a
pi cture of her and her firearm

Q And is it your belief that that
sonehow caused you danage?

A That would be why it's in a
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Conplaint and filed within the courts. Yes.

Q And how did that cause you danmge?

A. That will be determ ned by a judge
and a jury.

Q So you're not prepared here to
expl ain how this statenent on social nedia,
that Ms. Preston will put a cap in the ass of
anyone who nesses with her, harned you
personal | y?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form
THE WTNESS: That will be
determ ned by a judge and a jury.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q But you can't explain here how that
har med you?

A. That will be determ ned by a judge
and a jury.

Q But the judge and the jury -- the
jury has to base its decision on evidence, so
we're here to | earn what evidence you have.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |Is that a
guesti on?
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q So what evidence do you have that

t hat statenent harned your reputation or caused
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you damage in any way?

A That will be determ ned by a judge
and a jury.

Q Ckay. Are you unwilling to answer
the question, or you just don't have any
evi dence that you can articul ate?

A That will be determ ned by a judge
and a jury what damage that done -- has done to
my reputation.

Q Do you know - -

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: It's the
sane questi on.

| need -- | need a two, three, and a
bat hr oom br eak, guys.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:. Let's just
finish with this.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: No question
pending, so let's take a two-m nute break.
Ckay?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. Let's
finish Paragraph 30, and then we'll do that.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: On, are
you -- are you refusing on the record to give a
bat hroom break, Counsel? You're addi ng anot her

guesti on?
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1 ATTORNEY MATZKIN. Go ahead.

2 Take a break.

3 ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Two to

4 three m nutes.

5 ATTORNEY MATZKI N.  Sure.

6 (A recess was taken.)

7 BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

8 Q W were -- we were | ooking at

9 Par agraph 30 of the Conplaint, and | was asking

10 M. Hales if you allege that the third quoted

11 statenent -- "I'mdone with it. You' ve net

12 your match, M. Hales" -- harned your

13 reputation in sone way?

14 ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form

15 THE WTNESS: Do | still

16 answer ?

17 ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can

18 answer. Wen | say, "form" you can answer it.

19 THE WTNESS: | think you have

20 a drastic msunderstanding in regards to

21 def amation and extortion. This is part of

22 extortion. "Gve ne what | want: noney. Gve

23 me pronotion. G ve nme physical itens.

24 Donations. O |I'mgoing to pop a cap in your

25 ass. | amdone with you. You've net your
STENO.COM
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mat ch. "
There are nultiple facets of this
Conpl ai nt, and you sonehow are taking

defamati on and extortion and trying to ball

themup all into one which is extrenely foolish
on your part. This is extortion. "Gve ne
what | want. If you don't, this is what |I'm

going to do to you." And then a throwdown
threat, "I"mdone with it. You've net your
match, M. Hales."

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q kay. So we're --
A And what flowed out of that --
please let me finish -- and what flows out of

that is defamati on upon defamati on upon
def amati on upon defamation in an attenpt to
destroy ny life, ny business, ny personal
relati onships and |'m quoti ng you now, quoting
you, Bruce -- an "Anti Wat the Hal es
ecosystem "

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |' m goi ng
to ask you about that on the record.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Counsel ,
M. Hal es should address ne as "counsel" or

Attorney Matzkin" or "M . Matzkin," not by ny
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first nane. 1'd ask you --

THE W TNESS: How about
“Deuce"? How about | exercise ny first
amendnment right? 1'll address you any way |
| egal ly want to address you.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N  So,

Counsel, 1'lIl ask you to politely ask your

client to address ne as "Counsel ," "Attorney
Mat zkin," or "M . Matzkin," one of those three,
but not by ny first name or any ni cknanes.
Wul d you ki ndly nmake that request of your
client?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sir, you're
taking a deposition. |'mnot under oath.
Conti nue wth your deposition.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: So you
won't ask himto refrain fromcalling ne --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Conti nue
Wi th your deposition, Counsel. Wen | talk to
my counsel [sic], you do not get to tell ne
what | tell ny counsel -- what | tell ny
client.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Well, |'ve
made a professional --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Pl ease npbve
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on. |I'mnot going to -- just you're dragging
this out. |Is there a question? Please ask
your next question.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. As a
pr of essi onal courtesy, | would |Iike you to ask
your client to refrain from addressi ng ne by ny
first nanme or a ni cknane.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |'ve
answered. Do you have a question for ny

client? Oherwise, it's ny turn to ask

guesti ons.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q kay. M. Hales, where is there any
statenent, as you just described it -- "Gve ne

what | want, or else this is what |'mgoing to

do" -- in one statenent?

A $65, 000 requested. $65,000. We
al ready |l ooked it. W |ooked at that piece of
evi dence.

Q And that says, "G ve 65,000, or else
|"mgoing to do what"?

A “"Put your freaking noney where your
mouth is, or shut your pie hole.”™ The intent

is there to destroy ny reputation, to destroy

nmy busi nesses, to destroy ny personal
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rel ati onshi ps.
Q Par agraph 31, can you read that out
| oud, pl ease.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hang on.
THE W TNESS: "Despite know ng
the falsity of their statenents, Preston and
Cook used their defamatory statenents to
per suade Hal es' custoners to stop supporting
Hal es. "
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:
Q So nmy question is: How did they
per suade your custoners to stop supporting you?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (nj ection

to form
When | say, "form" you can still
answer .
THE WTNESS: Al right.
Well, we can go in and already see that the

custoners, for exanple, in fake "Wat the
Hal es" pages -- that you're pretty active in
calling people idiots, calling them norons, and
yet you want professional courtesy. That's
funny, by the way.

So we have all of these individuals

stating publicly on other hate channels such as
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Two Lee's in a Pod, we've got MItowns Best,
“I"'mnot watching What the Hal es anynore. |I'm
not supporting them anynore." And you at the
forefront of it, the "Anti What the Hal es
ecosystem in witing. In witing.

How can a | awyer be so foolish to
put sonething like that in witing?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Let the
record reflect M. Matzkin just smled again
and is smling at those comments. And he
admts he does. Let the record reflect since
there's no video here. The jury will be
advi sed of the record.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Par agraph 32, you -- you allege that
"Hal es reported all of the above events while
in Chio in Septenber 2023, and Chio court
I ssued a two-year renewabl e restraining
ordering injunction against Preston and Cook
for stal king Hales and his fiance."

Did | read that accurately?

A. Yes.

Q And then in Paragraph 33, "To date
this has not stopped Preston and Cook from

continue their illegal acts agai nst Hal es.
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Rat her than cease, Preston has demanded t hat

Hal es provide her with a |list of nanes and

contact information of all of his donors.”
Did | read that correctly?

A Yes.

Q Al right. WlIl, where is this
demand or in what formdoes it take of
providing her wwth a |ist of your contact
i nformati on of donors?

A | find it ironic that you're asking
when you're conplaining to the judge that we
have rel eased public information in regards to
her deposition, and in the deposition, she's
the one that demands a |ist of all of ny
donors.

Q I n which deposition? 1In the
deposition you're referring to fromJanuary in
the State Court action that she fil ed?

A Yes.

Q So this 30 -- Paragraph 33, this
statenent refers to a statenent she nmade during

her deposition in January?

A Yes.
Q Do you recall the exact statenent?
A Unl ess you can bring it up as
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evidence, | can't recall the exact statenents.

Unl ess you have it prepared. W can view it

t oget her.

Q That' s okay.

A To ny recollection -- to ny
recollection, it is "I want a [ist of all of

hi s donors" screamng in the deposition.

Q Do you renenber the context? What
was that in response to?

A Again, if you have it -- if you have
it and you pull it up, we can watch it
together, but I don't have it in front of ne
ri ght now.

Q Ckay. O her than what you just
guoted her from your nenory, do you renenber
what cane right before that?

A No, | do not.

Q And when you say in Paragraph 33,
“Continuing their illegal acts against Hales,"
are you referring to that demand of you
provi di ng custoner or donor information?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form
You can answer.

THE WTNESS: They continue to
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break the civil protection orders. Your
clients have been found guilty, and they
continue to break the civil protection orders.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q What custoners have you |l ost as a
result of the conduct of ny clients?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hold on.
Now, this is different. So client lists are
confidential. So I'mgoing to --
ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
M. Shochet, | have a question, and |'m --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | am goi ng
to instruct himnot to answer because the nanes
of -- are you asking for the nanes?
We | ost you. You froze for a
second. Are you there?
THE REPORTER. M. Mat zki n,
can you hear us?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Are you

asking -- are you asking for individuals'
names?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | asked a
qguesti on.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: kay.
I
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ATTORNEY MATZKIN: He can
ei ther answer it or say he doesn't understand
the question, and | can rephrase it. You
can --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Well, I'm
going to object and instruct himnot to answer
if you're -- | don't know what you're -- if
you' re asking for nanes, you do not give out
nanmes or anything confidential fromyour
confidential custoner |ist.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: That's an
| nproper instruction because it's
(1 ndeci pherabl e) --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: No, it's
not. You can go ahead with the Court. It's
confidential. |'mobjecting. You re not going
to get his names because you're asking for
confidential information.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q s it your allegation that you have
| ost custoners due to the conduct of ny client?
Yes or no?

A. Yes.

Q Are you capable, if your counsel

were to allow you to do so, to identify the
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custoners that you claimto have | ost?

A Yes.

Q And are you capable of identifying
I ndi vi dual s by nane?

A Yes.

Q So to be clear, when you're talking
about custoners you' ve |lost, you're talking
about i ndi vidual s?

A To be clear, "custoners" is plural,
meani ng nore than one, nmade up of individual
per sons.

Q Again, nmy question is: Are you able
to identify individual persons that were
custoners that you | ost?

Yes or no?
A. Again, as you've already asked this

guestion, yes.

Q How many?

A. | do not know the nunber currently.
Q Can you give ne a range?

A We are hiring a professional to do

an anal ysis on noney |ost, custoners |ost, and
that will be presented in the Federal Court.
Q When you say, "an anal ysis on

custoners lost," for exanple, are you talking
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about a viewer of your YouTube videos?

A That is one aspect. A consuner.

Q So you woul d cl ai m danmages as a
result of a viewer of your YouTube videos that
shows to no | onger view your YouTube videos
because of sonething ny clients did?

A. Yes.

Q So you're going to attenpt to
identify all people who were your YouTube video
viewers and then weren't anynore and try to
correlate that wth conduct of ny clients?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njection
to form

You can answer.

THE W TNESS: The conduct of
your client that calls ne a child rapist; the
conduct of your client that states that | raped
their child; the conduct of your client that
states that we're opening a terrorist training
ground in the old school house; the conduct of
your client that -- I can go on and on and on.

Yes, |'ve lost consuners due to the
actions and the statenments of your clients, and
yes, we wll identify as nany as we possibly

can.
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But then the reality is we can't
identify all of them but an expert wll do an
anal ysis and share how nmuch |I've | ost because
of them

ATTORNEY SHOCHET:  Just,
Counsel, | will tell you this, based on the --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: There's no
qguesti on pendi ng.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: No, no, |
know. |It's not a question, Counsel. |'m
trying to help you. |If you and | --

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Counsel, |
don't --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |If you and
| can conme -- -

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:. -- the | ast
thing I want is your help. Okay? Now, please
be quiet, and Il et ne ask ny questions. Ckay?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |f you and
| -- if you and | can enter into a
confidentiality agreenent, you can get those
nanes.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | am
absolutely willing to keep any infornmation

procured in this deposition to nyself.
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: In witing,

sir

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  That
doesn't --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: W'l have
toa--it's not just a deposition. W'Ill do a

bl anket confidentiality agreenent, so you don't
have to keep com ng back based on an objecti on.
I"'mwlling to doit. |It's very common. | can
send you a draft, if you want to ook at it.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. Let ne
respond to that.

There's no need for such a docunent
for -- for M. Hales to be able to answer ny
guestions in this deposition. You can rely on
nmy representation.

W wll -- we will nove on.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q My question is this: Is it -- is it
your intent to have an analysis so you can
literally identify by nanme individuals who used
to watch your YouTube vi deos but no | onger do,
blane it on ny clients, and claimdanages from
t hat ?

A You're horrible at phrasing
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questions. But | will do ny best to give you
an actual good answer.

We can provi de nanes of individuals
who are not consuners anynore because of the
actions and the statenments of your clients.

Q And how many such individuals are

you able to identify?

A. | do not have a count.
Q s it under a hundred?
A | do not have a count.
Q And for any given such individual,

howis it that it causes you damage if they no

| onger wat ch YouTube -- you on YouTube?

A. Agai n, a judge and answer a jury
w Il determ ne danages, not ne. |I'ma
| ayper son.

Q Al right. In Paragraph 79 -- you
ready?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Not yet.
told you we're getting there. Muse is a
little slow Okay. Ckay.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q It says, "Despite know edge of the

custoner," singular, "contractual, and business

relationship with Hales, Cook intentionally and
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wi thout valid justification interferes wth
such rel ationship."

s it your intent to have a single
custoner referred to in this paragraph?

A The aspect that Cook defanmed nyself
and then openly, publicly posts that he is
posting things such as dildos for a dollar on
Levy County Facebook groups, destroying a
custoner base, trying to make gross all egations
that I"'mselling dildos, used dildos for a
dollar a piece. That he's posting in the
denocratic party. That he's posting in the
LGXBT [sic] communities. That he's posting.
That he's posting. That he's posting. Al
potential custoners.

Q |s there a contract that you | ost,
that you attribute to M. Cook or Ms. Preston's
conduct or actions?

A. Mul tiple contracts that are under
attack personally right nowin the aspect of
Cook and Preston both stating that they're
trying to get our YouTube channel shut down.
Ch, by the way, you're a part of that, as well.
Huh. Isn't that interesting. Try to hide the

smle this tine.
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Al right. So we've got the whol e
aspect of a contract with YouTube. W' ve got
the whol e aspect of a contract wth Facebook.
We have the whol e aspect of a contract with
| nstagram Ti kTok. | can go on and on. X
Twtter.

W can go with the aspect of -- oh,
| don't know. dight. Oh, wait. That's
right. You' re behind that, as well.

So we've got dight. W've got
What not bei ng attacked now. W' ve got anything
we can put our hands on being attacked by your
clients and personally by you.

Q The question is: Have you |lost a
contract that you had because of ny client's
conduct or actions or statenents?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njection
to form Asked and answered.

You can answer it.

THE WTNESS: |'ve al ready
answered it.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q No, you haven't.

Did you have a contract that was

| ost --
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Strike --
strike "No, you haven't."
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Did you have a contract that was
| ost or canceled due to ny clients'
I nterference?

A Your clients have attenpted to
interfere with all of ny contracts on a daily
basi s.

Q Ckay. You've listed a nunber of
conpani es. TikTok. Do you have a contract
with Ti kTok?

A Everybody has a contract when they
get into the terns of service. That's a
witten contract.

Q Have you | ost that contract due to

nmy client?

A No, | haven't.

Q And What- -- Whatnot, have you a
contract w th Watnot?

A Yes, | have a contract w th Wat not.

Q And have you | ost that contract due

to ny clients?

A Not currently.
Q Has it been affected in sone way?
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A. Absol utel y.

I n what way?
Fal se bi dders.
Fal se bi dders?
Yep.

What does --

o >» O > O

A Your client and you. Your client
and you spurring on other people to do hateful,
mal i ci ous things such as cone into ny auctions
and then inflate prices and then not pay.
Therefore, that itemis no |longer -- for
exanple, if it's a Gatorade bottle and sonebody
says, "l'mgoing to pay a thousand dollars for
that Gatorade bottle,"” now they don't pay. Now
that itemdidn't get to the sold to the person
that woul d have paid ten dollars for it.

That affects ny contracts and ny
busi ness.

Q And that's sonething that you're
claimng and alleging ny clients do?

A |"mclaimng you do it, as well.

Q But you don't have a | awsuit agai nst
me. You have a | awsuit agai nst John Cook and
M chelle Preston; am| right?

A That's interesting | don't have a
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| awsui t agai nst you. Yet.

Q So are you claimng that Mchelle
Preston or John Cook do what you just descri bed
tointerfere wth your bidding, falsely --

A "' mclaimng what the Conpl ai nt
states that they are trying to interfere and
hurt nmy contracts and rel ati onshi ps.

Q Ckay. So you acknow edge that you
haven't |ost the contract with Whatnot due to
my clients?

A |' ve acknowl edged that ny contracts
are under attack on a daily basis due to your
client and you.

Q What about YouTube? Have you |ost a
contract wth YouTube due to ny clients?

A. My contract with YouTube is still in
pl ace.

Q Wel |, you said Ti kTok, What not,
YouTube. You nentioned three or four others.
Wul d you be able to repeat them or | can have
the reporter | ook back.

A You can have the court reporter do

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Woul d you

m nd, Alyssa? Thanks.
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(Reporter read back fromthe

record.)
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Ckay. So, M. Hales, you have a
contract with Facebook?

A | did.

Q You did. But does that nean you no
| onger do?

A. Yeah. [It's gone.

Q What was the contract wth Facebook?
What does that entail, the contract with
Facebook?

A That woul d be proprietary

information, and it's none of your busi ness.

Q But you're saying that you had a
contract wth Facebook, and you lost it?

A. Let nme answer that again. That
contract, it's called "none ya," as in "none ya
busi ness. "

Q So you're alleging, though, tortious
interference against ny clients in that their
conduct resulted in your |oss of contract.

So is Facebook a contract that you
| ost ?

A | al ready answered that for you.
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Q No, | don't think you did. Did
you -- well, 1'lIl ask you again. Please
clarify for me, did you -- are you all eging you
| ost the Facebook contract due to ny clients?
A Yes, |I've | ost a Facebook contract,
and | continue to | ose revenue on a daily basis

due to your clients and due to you.

Q Well, what's a Facebook contract?
A. You want nme to nane it again? It
was called "none ya." "None ya business."

That's proprietary, and you're not going to
have information in ny personal business.

Q Ckay. But you're alleging that you
had a contract -- a business contract with
Facebook and that you've lost it because of ny
clients; is that accurate?

A | | ose revenue on a daily basis due
to your clients, due to you.

Q But was there a contract that
Facebook said, "Well, we're going to cancel
this now because of sonethi ng"?

A | | ose revenue on a daily basis due
to your clients and due to you.

Q Ckay. Let's goto Aight. Am]

correct that dight is a product that endorsed
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What the Hal es YouTube?

A You are incorrect. dight did not
endorse YouTube. YouTube had nothing to do
with Aight. dight had nothing do with the
What the Hales. Wat the Hal es endorsed or
pronoted A ight.

Q | see. Was that pursuant to a

contract wwth Aight?

A No. | was not under any contract
with dight.

Q You were not under a contract with
Adight?

A Did | stutter?

Q ' masking to clarify. Did you
have -- did you ever have sone sort of a

contract between you and A ight?
A Did I not already answer that?
Q | "' m asking you to answer it again.

Did you have a contract with Aight?

A No, | did not have a contract with
adight.
Q Then what did you descri be as you
were pronoting Aight?
A. "1l try to put this in the sinplest
terns possible: | was pronoting Aight.
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Q Were you receiving any remnuneration,

conpensati on, consi deration?

A Yes. Revenue.

Q From A i ght?

A Yes, from dight.

Q Ckay. Can you explain how that
wor ked?

A No. That's confidential.

Q This deposition requires you to

provide relevant information, and if it's
confidential, you can accept ny representation
that it will not be shared. And your counsel
can take any steps he believes is necessary to
protect it.

But what | need to understand is
what you're alleging what ny clients did that
caused you danage, and you're alleging that
they interfered wth your contract with Aight.

Am | wrong or right about that
st at enent ?

A Can you ask a sinple question? And
by the way, as you said --

Q You had - -

A. Wait. Pause. |'mnot done.
As you stated, | can take your
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counsel that you won't -- you really think I'm
ever going to trust you? You fool. You
I nconpetent fool. Literally, in witing

staging the "Anti What the Hal es ecosystem"”
You fool. In witing. Oh, ny goodness. And
you think I'mever going to listen to anything
you have to say?

When it conmes down to it, at the end
of the day, | have |ost incone, revenue due to
your clients and due to you.

Q So are you alleging that ny clients
interfered wwth a contract that you had with
aight?

A. I"'malleging that | | ose revenue on
a daily basis due to your clients and
rel ati onships with potential contracts in the
future and rel ationships that are being
strained wth current contracts.

You can ask the question again.
You're going get the sane answer. O you can
just nove on |like you do after | put you in
your place every single tine.

Q Ckay. So yes or no, are you
alleging that you lost the contract with A i ght

due to ny clients?
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njection
to form

THE W TNESS: Are you that
foolish? How many tines do | have to tell you
| didn't have a contract, and you want to keep
saying, "Are you alleging that | |lost a
contract with dight?" How many tinmes do you
have to be told there was no contract?

Was | making revenue? Yes. |I'm

| osi ng revenue, and ny rel ationships are being
damaged due to your clients and due to you.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q kay. So you're -- you're alleging
that you are losing revenue fromdight due to
my clients; correct?

A. |"malleging very clearly in the
Conpl aint that there's interference with ny
contracts, there's interference with ny revenue
due to your clients and due to you.

Q Well, right now |I'monly asking
about Aight. So you' ve made clear that you
don't have a contract with Adight or didn't
have a contract with Aight, but ny question
iIs: Are you claimng that you're | osing

revenue fromaight due to ny clients?
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A. How many tinmes do you want ne to
say? Yes, |'mlosing revenue due to your

clients with past, current, and even future

contracts.
Q But 1'monly tal ki ng about --
A Do it again. Ask ne one nore tine,

One nore tine. One nore tine.

Q Just dight. | just want to know
about dight.

A VWhat did | tell you already?

Q Well, you keep saying, "other past,
future, et cetera.” | just want to know very

clearly, are you claimng you're | osing revenue
fromdight? Just dight. Not anybody el se?

A |'ve lost revenue in all aspects of
all of ny businesses due to your clients and
due to you.

Q So that would include Aight?

A. Let nme state it again: |'ve |ost

revenue in all aspects of ny businesses.

Q And dight would be one of those
aspects?
A. Let nme state it again.

THE WTNESS: This is like you
with Lynette.
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Again, |'ve |lost revenue on all
aspects of ny businesses.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q So I'mgoing to try one nore tine.

Are you claimng that you have | ost

revenue fromdight from-- due to ny clients?
Just A ight.
A. Again, | have |ost revenue in all of

nmy busi ness endeavors.

Q Ckay. How woul d you earn revenue
fromdight?

A. None of your business.

Q So you're claimng that you | ost

revenue fromdight due to ny clients; right?

A. Do you want ne to go over this
agai n?

Q So how does the revenue work with
dight?

A. None of your business.

Q Ckay. What about -- you nentioned

past, present, and future contracts. So we

went over sone social nedia contracts,

Facebook, Ti kTok, Watnot, and now A i ght.
What ot her contracts have been

harnmed interfered wwth by ny clients?
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A. |"ve | ost revenue in all of ny
busi ness ventures due to your clients.

Q kay. But 1'd like to have
i ndi vi dual nanme of the conpani es or other
i dentifying aspect of the contracts.

A Decreased i ncone.

Q No, no. | nean the other party to
the contracts that you' re saying were harned or
af fected?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form You've asked and answered it, but
have at it.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So i magi ne you have a pile of
contracts in paper formin front out of all
your business contracts. |1'd like you to pull
out, figuratively, the ones that you claimwere
harnmed or interfered with by ny clients and
tell me the nanme on them

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form

You can answer.

THE W TNESS: Again, ny incone

has decreased due to your clients, what they

have sai d, what they have done, their actions
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and yours in regards to destroying, you know,
the "Anti What the Hal es ecosystem™
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Ckay. So you're not going to just
tell me whether Aight itself discretely -- how
you | ost revenue fromdight; just Aight.
You're not going to answer that question?

A Are you even asking questions? |
nmean, you're literally all over the place
munbl i ng, and then you put all this stuff
together, and there's not even a clear question
at the end.

Can you ask a very clear question,
pl ease.

Q Did Aight take sone action with
respect to their business arrangenent with you
follow ng the publication of that video where

you and Guapo are alnobst in an altercation?

A. Can you ask a clear question,
pl ease.
Q Do you know which video | referred

to at the storage facility where each you and
GQuapo had your cell phones out, and you're --
A. Yes, | do.

Q s it sonetine after that that you
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| ost revenue fromdight?

A Yes, it is.

Q How | ong after that?

A Al nost | nmedi atel y.

Q And yet you're blam ng that on Cook

and Preston?

A No. I'mblamng that on you and
t hem as they encouraged everybody to contact
Aight and state that | was using a flashlight
as a weapon, which, by the way, dight actually
mar kets as a weapon. That's why it is there.

And so individuals such as yourself,
I ndi viduals such as Two Lee's, individuals such
as -- you know, your entire What -- you know,
“"Anti What the Hal es ecosystem " encouragi ng
people to go out there and contact Aight to
actually hurt ny contracts.

You know, all that stuff that's
actually publicly already addressed. [It's all
there. It's all evidence. It's there in video
form Yeah. Absolutely that hurt ny revenue.

Claimng that -- | ain't done yet.
Keep your nmouth shut -- claimng that | was
using a flashlight that's marketed as a weapon

as a weapon which never left ny hand. Never
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| eft, and never did anythi ng whatsoever. Yeah.
You hurt ny contract. Your clients hurt ny
contract.

Wait. That's right. There is no
contract. You're the one that once asked 25
times about a contract. There was no contract.
It hurts revenue. | didn't sign a contract
with dight. The revenue was still there. The
revenue i s gone. Facebook revenue i s gone.
A ight revenue is gone. YouTube revenue has
been destroyed.

And ny list can go on and on, but
really, it's none of your business.

Q So what did dight do or say? D d
they send you a letter? An E-nmail? D d they
call you on the phone?

A. It's none of your business.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bject to
form Conpound, as well.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So after the video that we were
di scussing, did Aight contact you?

A. Agai n, none of your business.

That's confidential information. That's

confidenti al business information.
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Q Wll, I"mjust asking if they
cont act ed you.

A. And I'mjust telling you it's
confidential. D d you not hear ne the first

time? Am | stuttering?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can --
wi t hout giving the details, you can answer that
one yes or no. That --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: How is it
confidential -- howis it confidential just
to --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Counsel, he
can answer.

It's a yes or no question.

THE W TNESS: Yes, they

contacted ne.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q I n what fornf
A. E-mail .
Q And in that E-mail, did they inform

you that they were changi ng what ever busi ness
arrangenent had been in place?

A Confidential information.

Q Was this E-mail sent the day after
t hat video pl ayed?
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A No.

Q Rel ated to when the video pl ayed,
how | ong after did you receive this E-mail?

A | don't recall.

Q Was it wwthin a week?

A | don't recall.

Q Do you know if the action Aight

t ook, which you're refusing to disclose, was
taken in reliance on a particul ar source?
A. Agai n, confidential information in
regards to the context of the conmunicati on.
Q Well, you testified that you were --
strike that.
Do you know whet her Qi ght watched
t he vi deo?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection
to form Calls for specul ation.
You can answer .
THE WTNESS: dight contacted
nme.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Did they indicate whether they had
wat ched the video in question?
A. A ight contacted ne. Any contacts

of their conmmunication with ne is confidential.
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Q But you can just tell nme whether
they indicated they had watched the video or
not .

A O | cantell you -- or | can just
tell you that it's confidential.

Q Wll, what I'mtrying to ascertain
I's whether you're able to say whet her what ever
deci sion they nade to take action that changed
their business with you was nmade in reliance on
actually having seen the video or sone other
sour ce?

A. What |'mtrying to say is it's
confidenti al .

Q kay. Do you know whet her -- you
don't have to tell ne the answer, but do you
know whet her they saw the video or not?

A Any comruni cation with dight and
nyself is confidential.

Q Did it include either way whet her
they viewed the video? Wthout telling ne
whet her they did or didn't view the video, can
you just --

A. Any commruni cation with any of ny
contracts are confidential.

Q But in this case --
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A. Any of my business is confidential.

Q (kay. But to be clear, inthis

case, al though not named in the Conplaint,
Adight is one of the advantageous rel ati onshi ps
you claimny clients interfered with?

A Well, you're very clear with that as
you' ve been on the livestreans when individuals
are so happy that they actually interfered with
it. | mean, why would you even ask when you
al ready had all the answers? OCh, you've been a
part of it. You literally have been a part of
It sitting right there, and everybody rejoicing
that it's gone, that it's over.

Where's the grin? Were's the

smle?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: Ckay. Wy
don't we take a 12-minute break until 11:45?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: kay. Go
of f the record.

(A recess was taken.)
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q M. Hales, | want to direct your
attention to Exhibit 72,

(Deposition Exhibit No. 72 was

mar ked for identification.)
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Okay. Now
this oneis a big -- I've got to shrink it a
little bit, maybe.

It's nine pages; right?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. Correct.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Just -- |
can only get one -- even a half page on the
screen. You've got it so big.

Just when you refer to it, just tell
me where you want ne to be. | have it up.
Just --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Yeah. |I'm
finding it. On the top of the fifth page,
Page 5 of the PDF.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: \Were it
says, "The second incident"?

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Correct.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: kay.

W're here. W got it.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN.  Yep. |If
M. Hales can read that one paragraph to
hi msel f or out |oud, as he chooses.

THE WTNESS: Ckay. |'mdone
r eadi ng.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
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Q |s there anything in there that you

di sagree wth factually?

A Yes.
Q And what woul d that be?
A It says, "No evidence of a violation

was di scovered."”

Q Where is that?
A Line 2 and 3 in that paragraph, "No
evi dence of a violation was di scovered.” Ohio

found themguilty.

Q Got you. WWhat about the rest of the
factual information?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection
to form
You can answer.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So do you disagree with any of the
ot her factual information in that paragraph?

A. | agree with the allegation as

"unfounded." Chio found themguilty.

Q Ckay. Not hing el se?
A Not hi ng that sticks out to ne
currently.

Q When you drove by M. Cook on the

road, did he see you com ng?
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A Yes.

Q So was he facing where your truck
was comng fromthe other direction?

A He heard ne, saw ne -- both Cook and
Preston both heard and saw. W even sl owed
down to give the opportunity for themto get on
their own property because John Cook was in the
m ddl e of the road, which he could not be on
the road within 500 feet of nyself or George
based on the Chio civil protection orders.

Q Are you -- so |et ne understand.

Are you saying that before your truck reached
the point in the road where M. Cook was on the

side, you had sl owed down, and he knew you were

com ng?
A. Yes.
Q So can you describe that? Because

we' ve seen videos of this, but they begin at a
certain point in tine.

So why don't you tell us what
occurred prior to the begi nning of the videos
that we're famliar wth?

A. | literally just did. They can hear
the truck. They can see the truck. W slowed

down to give an opportunity for John to get
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onto his own property because if he's on his
own property, he only has to be within 10 feet
of me and George. But he refused to actually

go onto his own property.

Q And how |l ong did this, you know,
I nteraction | ast?

A | did not time it.

Q Wul d you say it was 30 seconds or
nor e?

A | did not tinme it.

Q | understand that. Going by nenory,

was it 30 seconds or nore?

A. | understand that. Again, | did not
time it.
Q Now, why did you just not proceed at

a normal rate of speed past M. Cook and
conti nue on your way?

A Because I'mpolite, and I gave him
an opportunity to actually conply with the
civil protection order.

Q And him according to you, having
refused to do so, why did you then not just
drive past and conti nue on your way?

A Let's back up.

Not according to ne. According to a
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court he refused to -- he was found guilty of
breaking the civil protection order. Can we
agree on that?

So unl ess he breaks --

Q | don't --

A | m not done yet. Let's use the
phrasi ng appropriately because he was found
guilty -- guilty by the courts.

So ny |life doesn't change based on
the CPGCs. Their |ives change based on the
CPCs. They're the ones that broke the |aw.
They're the ones that have the consequences of
breaki ng the | aws.

Even as such ny life doesn't change.
|'ve still been polite enough to give them an
opportunity to actually adhere to the CPO  Yet
they did not have. And | have to filmevery
single tine | drive by that property for ny own
prot ection.

An i ndi vidual who posted -- and you
are well aware of -- he's going to shoot ne in
the face and feed ne to the gators.

Q So prior to -- so initially, you had
sl owed down. You're telling us here that they

knew you were com ng and chose not to renove
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t hensel ves fromthe road; correct?

A Lynette was not in the road.
Lynette was scream ng at the side at John. And
John was in the road and refused to renove
hi msel f fromthe road.

Q And at that point, you determ ned
that you woul d need to proceed with him

remaining in the road; correct?

A Yes. That's the direction to where
| was goi ng.
Q And am | correct that you could have

chosen to proceed at a nornmal rate of speed
wi t hout sl ow ng down and filmng out the w ndow

yelling "10 feet," or --

A No. You are --

Q -- and you chose to --

A -- you are conpletely incorrect.
filmevery single tine -- I'mnot done.

| filmevery single tinme. Your
clients have both threatened to shoot ne. Your
clients have said the nost horrific, horrendous
things about ne. | filmevery tine | even
think there's going to be an opportunity that
they're around for accountability.

They have continually broke the | aw.
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You know they continually have broke the | aw.
They have put ny life in jeopardy. They've put
Ceorge's life in jeopardy. They put other

i ndividuals' lives in jeopardy. They've put
fans in jeopardy. They put viewerships in

j eopardy. They put individuals in Oter Creek
i n j eopardy.

Every single tine | have to filmfor
my protection, for ny |oved ones' protection,
for the people that | care about, protection
because they are unheal t hy, unhi nged, insane
I ndi viduals who are threatening our |ives on a
dai |l y basis.

Don't you even try and start this
stuff that | don't have to fil mwhen you woul d
filmevery single tine you drove by sonebody
who threatened your |ife, to end your life, to
shoot you in the face, to feed you to gators.
Don't you even try this stuff with ne. You
I nconpet ent fool.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
M. Shochet, if you can't control your client,
"Il have to end the deposition, make a noti on,
and ask that he be assessed the cost of the

deposition up to this point, and who knows --
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goi ng forward.

Can you exercise --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: As you set
t he grounds on --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: -- sone
steps to control --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: - -

(i ndeci pherabl e crosstal k) grounds. | nove to
strike what M. WMatzkin just said.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So, M. Hales, you just said that
your life is threatened every day -- strike
t hat .

G ve nme an exanple of M. Cook
t hreateni ng your life.

THE W TNESS: Have we provi ded
hi mthe evidence of Cook pointing the gun at
me? Ch, okay.

We have already | ooked at Lynette
saying she's going to pop a cap in ny ass. Oh,
wait. That's right. He also has the
screenshot to Shara and others in the group,
probably includi ng hi mbecause he's the grand
master --

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
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Q Ckay. So --

A -- claimng to not control
everybody, but he's the one literally telling
them what to do.

Hey, put your hand down. [|'m not
done answering the question.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN.  But I'm
about to --

THE W TNESS: Put your hand
down. |'m not done answering the question.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: -- end the
deposition, M. Shochet.

THE WTNESS: So you al ready
know t hat your clients have both -- both
threatened to shoot ne. My life is in jeopardy
every day to the point where | have to sell a
pi ece of property that | love to get away from
their insanity; that | love, that | crave to be
on to enjoy ny life and peace and harnony where

| just wanted to hide from people, and yet |

was stal ked by your clients. | was extorted by
your clients. |'ve been defaned by your
clients.

My Iife has been threatened by your

clients. Every single day | have to live in
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the back of ny mnd, "Are they going to try to
shoot ne today? |s today the day."
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Where did Ms. Preston threaten to
put a cap in your ass?

A Ch, ny goodness. You al ready
brought it up as evidence. You forgot already?

Q Well, it doesn't refer to you
specifically, though. "Anyone," it says;
right?

A Nuh-uh. You asked nme who she was
addr essi ng, and ny answer was "Me."

Q And the threats against your |life by
M. Cook consist of what you've described in
the Conplaint, driving on your property with a
gun; right?

A W' ve al ready addressed this, and
there will be nore conplaints in with regard to
it as well as nore evidence is com ng.

Q Okay. And then -- and then there's
the nore recent one you're referring to;, am!|
correct? A social nedia post or comment about
shooting you in the face and feeding you to the
alligators; correct?

A. | have referred to that.
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Q Now, when did you first beconme aware
of that?
A. | don't recall the day.
Q But it was recently? Wthin the

| ast couple of weeks; am| right?

A | don't recall the day.

Q It was no | onger than a nonth ago;
right?

A | don't recall the day.

Q It certainly wasn't -- |'m not
asking for the day, M. Hales. |I'mjust trying

to find out if this is sort of a recent
devel opnent, the "shooting in the face, feeding
to the alligators” threat?

A | s that a question? Because that
sounded |i ke a statenent to ne.

Q Yes. Well, let nme ask you this:
Did you only |l earn about that because of Shara

M chell e posting it?

A No, | did not.
Q So you | earned about it in another
way ?
A. Yes, | did.
Q And what was that? How was that?
A. That's attorney/client privilege.
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Q So did Shara Mchelle share it with
you prior to her posting it?

A No, she did not.

Q So you were aware of this comment

before it appeared on Shara M chell e's Facebook

page?

A Yes, | was.

Q And you had not disclosed it before,
had you?

A There's a lot | haven't discl osed
yet.

Q So the specific comment on Facebook,

that M. Cook threatened to shoot you in the
face and feed you to the alligators, you had
not nentioned publicly before; aml right?

A. Let's be very clear and very precise
because this is a matter of |law, which is clear
and precise. You keep saying "Facebook post."
This not a Facebook post. These are nessages
sent to --

Q Yes --

A -- individuals. OCh, you were
probably one of themat some point. Ch. But
at any rate, they were Facebook nessages.

Yes --
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Q Ri ght .

A -- | was aware of them before Shara
actually posted them

Q And am | correct that that
particul ar nmessage originated in May of 2023?

A | don't recall as |I'm not | ooking at
it currently.

Q Wul d you doubt it if | made that
representation so we can ask a questi on about
it?

A | doubt anything you represent.

Q So is there a reason why you had
sort of kept that to yourself until it showed

up on Shara Mchel |l e's Facebook?

A Again, client/attorney [sic]
privil ege.

Q So | haven't asked you to tal k about
a conmuni cation with your counsel. 1'mtrying

to find out when you | earned about the
particul ar Facebook nessage by M. Cook that
says, "shoot you in the face and feed you to
the alligators"?

A. And I'mtrying to share with you
that | don't recall the exact date. And we're

going to be precise in regards to the

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380

Page 94



Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 96 of 320

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

JEREMY B. HALES JOB NO. 1278527

DECEMBER 02, 2024

i nformation and the evidence for the law |
don't know the --

Q Well, | don't need you to be
precise. | need you to just be as best you can
answer sitting here now

A And the best | can answer is | don't
recall the exact date.

Q But | don't want the exact date. Do
you recall the exact year?

A | don't recall.

Q So you don't know whether it was in
2023 or 20247

A. | don't recall.

Q So if you only |earned about it in
the last nonth, you wouldn't be able to be
confused about which year you learned it in
because we're so late in 2024; right?

A | s that a question?

Q Strike that.

So fromwhomdid you first learn

about the existence of this nessage?

A | won't be sharing that.
Q Who was the nessage sent to by
M. Cook?
A | won't be sharing that either.
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Q But this is a deposition. |It's your
lawsuit. This is evidence, and I'mentitled to
t he information.

A | nappropriate timng to receive the
I nformati on.

Q This is -- this is exactly the tine
for me to receive the information.

A Let ne share again: | won't be
sharing that.

Q Ckay. So just to nove on fromthis,
|"mgoing to one nore tine very clearly ask,
when and from whom you | earned the nessage t hat
M. Cook had sent, that says "shooting you in
the face and feeding you to the alligators"?

A Just so we're very clear, this is
attorney/client privileged things that we have
di scussed, and I will not be discussing that.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Don't waive
attorney/client privilege. And if you have to
rely on anything that |'ve told you or DeRanus
told you to answer the question, don't answer
t he questi on.

But if you can answer the question
Wi thout relying on it, then you should answer

it.
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THE W TNESS: Ckay.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Sois it -- is it the case that you
were apprised of this nessage by your counsel ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Are you --
that -- that one you are not going to answer.

THE WTNESS: That was pretty
dunb.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That's --

THE W TNESS: That was
pretty --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: - -
objectionable, if it's asked again.

THE W TNESS: Ww.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Do not
answer that question.

THE W TNESS: Ww.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That was a
direct inquiry into the attorney/client
privilege.

THE W TNESS:. Wow.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q The existence -- and |I'm not asking
you to di scl ose a comuni cati on, advice, or

anything else. | am asking you whet her
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there -- that you | earned of the existence of
t hat nessage from your counsel ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Do you
understand you're asking himto reveal a
conversation of what he allegedly |earned from
hi s counsel ?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: That's the
only -- that's the only way --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Don't
answer the question. Don't answer the
guestion. Next.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Okay. In
t hat case, then --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | w Il nove
for sanctions. If | hear anything else, | wll
nove to termnate this deposition.

| f you ask one nore question

i nvading the attorney/client privilege, we're
going to -- we're going to nove under Rule 30,
as | E-mailed you this norning to give you fair
war ni ng before the deposition started. |'l]
refer to that E-mail here on the record -- that
if you ask himagain one nore tinme about an
attorney/client privileged conversati on about

what he | earned fromthat conversation, we're
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going to nove to termnate this deposition and
take it right to the magi strate.
As a matter of fact, we'll call the
magi strate if you ask that again.
ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:  Ckay.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q When you wote the Conplaint -- when
you filed the Conplaint, which was in March of
2024 -- and you referred to statenents by
M. Cook and Ms. Preston, sonme of which you
gquote -- were you at that point in tine aware
of the existence of this nessage about shooting
you in the face and feeding you to the
all i gators?

A. | don't recall.

Q When you were in court in Chio for a
Motion for Contenpt regarding this incident
t hat we've been di scussing driving past
M. Cook on the road, am | correct that you
presented a Motion for Contenpt in Chio court
based on that incident?

A Fromny recollection, | presented a
Motion of Contenpt based on nultiple, not
just --

Q My question -- ny question only
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pertains to this particular incident.

So did you present a Mdtion for
Contenpt on the incident that we've been
describing on the top of Page 5 of this PDF

police report?

A The one that they were found guilty
on? Yes.

Q Yes. And in that proceeding, did
your video get played?

A To ny recollection, | believe so.

Q Did you offer it into evidence?

A. Again, |I'mnot going over all that

I nformation, and there is so nuch and years and
t housands of upon thousands of video clips and
screenshot s.

But to ny recollection, we did play
It because he was found guilty for telling ne
to suck his cock for initiating comunication.
So we played it, yes.

And | believe it was entered into
evi dence, and then Lynette wanted her side
entered into evidence as well, which we
obviously didn't have any problemw th because
it just further shows the guilt. And they were
found guilty.
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Q Ckay. So your testinony is that
during that proceeding in Chio -- in which you
were represented by counsel; am| right?

A Correct.

Q Can you tell ne the nane of that
counsel ?

A Eli.

Q Last nane?

A Hel | er.

Q K or H?

A H Heller.

Q Eli Heller. Qut of where in Chio,
I f you know?

A | don't know the address.

Q Do you know t he t own?

A. | believe they're out of Cuyahoga

Falls, but I'mnot 100 percent for sure.
think they have a lot of offices in a |ot of
different towns or a lot different cities.

Q kay. And what's the nane of the
firnf

A That | can't renenber off the top of
nmy head either w thout |ooking at all of ny

legal E-mails. | don't have it. | don't have
my cell phone. | don't have access to it.
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Q Ckay. And so your testinony is that
during the proceeding on this contenpt, that
the video that you took with your cell phone
was played into evidence?

A To ny best recollection. Again, |
want to be very clear that | do not renenber
100 percent. There has been so nuch in all of
t hi s.

Q Ckay. Let's talk about the signs --
what we can refer to as "the defamatory road
signs." Okay?

Do you know what |I'mreferring to?

A Yes.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Are you off
this exhibit?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Yes, off
this exhibit.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q kay. So ny first question about
the signs, M. Hales. Oher than Zi m Padgett,
Teresa [sic] G anger, and Stephen Granger, are
you aware of any individual or individuals that
saw t he signs where they were posted?

A | am unaware of how many people or

how | ong the signs were posted, even that.
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Q Ckay. Has anybody ever reported to
you having seen the signs as they were posted
before they were renoved other than those three
I ndi vi dual s?

A Zi m Padgett. | don't know who
Teresa is who you're referring to, but Therese
and Brett Granger all shared with ne that they
found signs.

Q So ot her than those three, though,
you' re not aware or have been inforned that any
ot her person saw them while they were posted?

A | " ve not been nmade aware.

Q Has anyone ever said anything, to
your know edge, to suggest that they believe
the informati on posted on those signs about
you?

A Yes. It's posted all over the
internet right now OCh, |look at that. You've
actually sat on livestreans with themtal ki ng
about it on Two Lee's in a Pod. Onh. You.

You, of all people. Look at that.
Now, so your clients --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: And let the
record reflect he just smled again.

THE WTNESS: Al right. Your
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clients have posted defamatory signs. Don't
you still speak over ne.

Your sign -- your clients have
posted defamatory signs which then have spun
out of control from other hate, other hate,
ot her hate. Posted all over Facebook. Posted
all over YouTube. Posted everywhere in regards
stating that they believe this.

So the answer is 100 percent. Yes.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So since the signs thensel ves cane
to light, is it your testinony that ny clients
have subsequently, separately fromthe signs,
accused you of the things that the signs
accused you of ?

A. Can you ask a clear question?

Q Wel |, the signs accuse you of
certain things; right?

A. Al right. Stop right there.
You're making a statenent. Ask a clear,
conci se questi on.

Q The signs accuse you of certain
t hi ngs; correct?

A. The signs call nme a child rapist.

The sign states that | raped their daughter.
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Q So nmy question is: Oher than the
sign, are there any other instances of M. Cook
or Ms. Preston maeking sanme or simlar such
accusati ons agai nst you?

A There are so many defamatory things
said. Thousands upon thousands of texts.
Thousands upon thousands of screenshots.
Thousands upon thousands of video screen
recor ded.

| would have to spend weeks goi ng
t hrough everything to say, "Well, did they do
It again?" There's too nuch. There's too
much. Your clients have done so nuch
horrendous, horrific things that I would have
to spend weeks. You'd have to give ne this
guestion and |l et ne take weeks and weeks and
weeks to pull everything out and go, "Here's
what they did. Here's what they did. Here's
what they did."

Q Yeah, but that's called witten
di scovery, which we've propounded and has been
responded to.

But ny question, to be very clear,
I's not the thousands and thousands of things

you're referring to, but is there any specific
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I nstance of M. Cook or Ms. Preston accusing
you of the same or simlar things that those
signs accused you of other than the signs

t hensel ves?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |'ve got a
FedEx com ng here. It's okay. You can answer,
and we'll take -- he's going to walk inin a
second.

THE WTNESS: To ny current
recollection, I don't know. | would have to go

through all of the evidence yet again.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: kay.
Pause.

(1 ndeci pherabl e di scussi on of f
canera.)

THE WTNESS: Randy, |'m not
done with that answer. So if, when we unpause,
| can finish that answer.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Okay. o
ahead. Sure.

THE WTNESS: Are we unpaused?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Yeah.

THE WTNESS: There is plenty
of evidence out there of your clients stating

t he exact sane allegations, if not even other
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al l egation along those lines to many, many
ot her individuals who have been on that
property with them

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So what -- you'll so have to
specify, please. So whomdo -- can you clarify
what you just -- you just said? Because you

said you weren't aware before M. Shochet t ook
a break, and now you cane back and said that
there are many -- |'m not even sure what you
sai d.

Can you clarify?

A. You asked if I'maware if they've
said anything el se about ne with the signs. |
told you, there's so nuch information that |
woul d have to take weeks to actually go through
it all and go, "Well, here you go. Here you
go. Here you go."

Then | shared with you that your
clients have a pattern in their lives that
anyone that's in their lives, they don't get
what they want, and all of a sudden, they say
t he exact sanme gross, horrific things about
t hose i ndi vi dual s.

For exanple, let's talk about LI oyd
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Canmpbell. Al of a sudden, Lloyd is the
greatest person in the world, but she doesn't
get his canper. Now she states that Lloyd is
groomng the child -- groomng the child for
t hese t hings.

Let's see. W had Jessica Munford
on the property with her boyfriend which they
were great to have living in a shed illegally
in Florida. And yet when they didn't get what
they wanted fromthemthey went and publicly
posted that they do these horrendous, horrific
t hi ngs.

| can go on and on and on. \What
about Janster, Jame Starr Johnson? Now, they
didn't get what they wanted from Jame. They
post and say these horrific, horrible things.

Your clients have a pattern of
trying to destroy people's lives.

Q Fi ni shed?
ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Ckay.
M. Shochet --
THE W TNESS: No, |'m not.
You have a pattern of junping on board for fane
and a potential of noney and trying to destroy

people's lives, as well. And it's sick. It is
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si ck.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Fi ni shed?
M. Shochet, |I'm --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |'m not on
deposition, Counsel. Please next question.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN. |'m
going -- I'mgoing to be seeking at |east a

portion of this transcript to be paid for by
M. Hales when ready, and |'d --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Mbove to
strike.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: -- like you
to -- I'd like you to ask your client to -- 1'd
like you to control your client and ask himto
answer the questions and not go on tirades.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Are you at
the end of your question?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: So you're
not willing to instruct your client to answer
guestions w thout going on tirades?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You're --
you' re not deposing anyone but ny client. Do
you have anot her question? Oherwise, | wll
start answering -- |'ll start the cross.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
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Q So nmy questionis -- let's be nore
specific, then, referring to, quote, what's
stated on the signs.

You' ve already testified the signs
accuse you of being a child rapist and of
raping their child, their daughter; correct?

A. Yes.

Q So are you aware of M. Cook or
Ms. Preston subsequently to the discovery of
t hose signs naking any such statenents siml ar
or the sane as that you're a child rapist or
raped their daughter?

A. Are you referring to ne, or are you
referring things such as Lynette stating about

her own grandson Landon assaulting their

daught er ?

So are you asking, |ike, ne,
personally? Are you asking -- and by the way,
just so -- as you're calling these tirades, |I'm

speaki ng as | oud as possi bl e because Al yssa
asked me to speak as | oud as possi bl e.

And you have done sone very horrific
things. Your clients have done sone very
horrific things and have destroyed portions of

my life. And so the volune level is for
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Al yssa, not for you.

So clarify, are you asking in
regards to her stating such as Landon, her own
grandson, assaulted this child, or are you
stating that they say nore after the signs
about ne raping their daughter?

Q After the signs were discovered, do
you have any information that M. Cook or
Ms. Preston accused you of being a child rapi st
or raping their daughter?

A As |'ve stated nmultiple tines
al ready, | would have to spend weeks goi ng
t hrough all of the evidence, all of the
screenshots, all of the recordings, all of the
vi deos because there's been so nmuch stretched
out over so long of a tine.

Q Ckay. But sitting here right now,
you're unable or unwilling to identify a
particul ar instance of a statenent accusing you
of being a rapist or raping their daughter
besi des this sign?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form Conpound questi on.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So, again, sitting here right now,
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can you identify even one statenent by M. Cook
and Ms. Preston accusing you of being a child
rapi st or raping their daughter other than on
the signs?

A | woul d have work ny way through
It'd take weeks to go through all of the
evi dence to answer that question appropriately.

Q |s it because you -- you've cone
across sone such statenents, and you need to go
back and dig to find them or is it because you
just expect to find them but you don't really
know of one sitting here?

A Can you ask a real question?

Q If you're going to go back and dig
t hrough the thousands and t housands of
what evers, is it because you've already cone
across statenents that you hope to |locate
accusing you of being a rapist?

A No. |It's because there's so nuch
information | would have to, as |'ve already
stated multiple tinmes, go through everything
again, and it would take weeks.

Q But you don't recall having already
conme across sonething |ike that?

A. Again, | can't answer that question
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wi t hout goi ng through everything that | already

have, and it would take weeks for me to do

t hat .

Q Well, you know, if, for exanple,
other than on the signs a nonth later -- or any
time later -- M. Cook or Ms. Preston had

witten a post or a cooment or a private
nessage that you cane into possession of that
accused you of being a rapist, you' d renenber
it; right?

A Wll, let's -- for exanple, | just

remenber one right now because you brought it

up.
In the actual Conplaint where
Lynette says, "I'mnot going to let M. Hales
hurt nme and ny daughter anynore.” | believe it
was -- oh, "I"'mnot going to let" -- "1'm going

to stand tall and not let Jereny Hal es hurt

ne. Ms. Preston posted on her own soci al
medi a that "John posted the signs, not ne," to
directly quote Preston.

John Cook, in Chio court under oath,
stated, "If Mchelle put the signs up, what
does that have to do wth ne?"

| can keep going and goi ng, but
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there's so nuch. It would take tinme for nme to
remenber everyt hing.

Q (kay. So sitting here today, you
know, wi thout, obviously, the ability to go
back right now t hrough thousands of whatever,
do you recall ever seeing or hearing any
statenent by M. Cook or Ms. Preston accusing
you of being a rapist or raping their daughter
apart fromon the signs?

A. July 2023, Lynette Preston posted on

her social nedia that 'John posted the signs,

not ne."'"

Now, that would be a direct -- don't
interrupt ne. |'mnot done answering the
guesti on.

Now, that would be a direct
statenent towards the aspect of "Jereny Hal es
is achild rapist. Jereny Hales raped ny
daughter. ™

Do you understand? Can you
conprehend that? Lynette is referring to it
yet again, and you're asking "Has there been
anyt hi ng el se?"

In the Conplaint itself, it states,

“I'n July 2023, Preston posted on her soci al
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nmedi a, 'John posted the signs, not ne.

That is a direct towards the sign
posting yet again.

Q Are you aware of any private nessage
sent by M. Cook or Ms. Preston to anyone in
whi ch they clainmed you were a rapist or raped
t heir daughter?

A Again, | would have to go through
all the evidence and | ook at everything.
Current recollection, I'mnot renenbering
anything off the top of ny head.

Q Appreci ate that.

Now, is it correct that the -- you
know, your understanding is that the signs were
di scovered by Zi mand Therese and Stephen
Granger; right?

A | woul dn't use the word
"di scovered."” Anybody who saw t hem coul d have
easi |y discovered them

| was made aware of them by Zim
Padgett, Therese Granger, and Brett G anger.

Q Ckay. And when they saw them they
st opped and renoved them right?

A. Not initially. They nade ne aware

of them and then | asked themto renmove them
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Q When you say they -- "not initially,
but they first nade you aware of them" can you

el aborate? Did they call you fromthe scene of

the discovery -- their discovery of the signs?
A | don't recall if it was phone
call -- well, it was text. Brett texted ne. |
don't recall if Zimtexted nme or called ne.
But -- but | do recall the text fromBrett.
Q And was that at -- was that at,

like, 7:00 a.m, give or take a few m nutes?

A. That, again, | don't recall.

Q Wel |, do you recall whether the text
was that, "Hey, we found these signs. They're
still in the ground,” or was it after they had
al ready renoved thenf?

A Here's what | recall: | recall
t hi nki ng "how horrific, who horrendous for
sonebody to say sonet hi ng about anot her
person.” | recall thinking, "Oh, ny goodness.
How many peopl e drove past this? How nmany
peopl e saw t hi s?"

And | aughing in the aspect that you
woul d even put in a court order, "Ch, if" --
maybe people -- "it was out there for 40

m nutes, 50 m nutes," whatever you put, what a
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joke. It takes one person. One person. One
person to see sonething so horrific, so
horrible to destroy sonebody's life.

Even if no person sawit, it is so
horrific to destroy sonebody's life. | don't
care howlong it was out there. It could have
been out there all day Saturday, and nobody
told me, and nobody saw it. It could have been
out there all day Friday, and nobody told ne,
and nobody let ne know. It could have been
there all Thursday, all Wdnesday. The tine
means not hi ng.

This is a busy highway. W' ve got
Route No. 24. Al tourismgoing to Cedar Key
and back and forth. W've got Route 98, 19,
the busiest -- one of the busiest highways in
all of Florida with the nost accidents, as
wel | ; causing nore accidents posting signs out
t here, no doubt.

So | don't care how |l ong they were
out there. Al | careis it was out there, and
it was a horrific, horrendous thing to do
sonebody. Horrible. Horrible.

Q So do you -- do you have any

evidence or information that the signs were
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post ed before m dni ght --

A As if it matters.
Q -- the norning they were discovered?
A As if it matters. They were posted.

They were put in the ground. People saw them
End of story.

Q Do you have any information that
t hey were posted the day before?

A. You al ready have the answer to the
guestion. You've already asked. Please nove
on.

Q So is that a "no"? You don't have
i nformati on they were posted a day before they
were found; right?

A |'ve already shared with you what ny
know edge of themis.

Q (kay. So you just testified this
was a busy -- sort of a busy |location for cars

to be driving by where the signs were found,

right?

A. Yes.

Q Now, and it's busy why? Were are
people typically on their way -- you know, is

it Cedar Key?

A It's busy because people drive on
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It. It's a road.

Q No, | understand. But where m ght
sonebody who doesn't really live around there
but has to go down that road -- where m ght
t hey be, you know, typically going to if you
had to guess? Cedar Key? A tourist
desti nati on?

A So Cedar Key woul d be a nmjor
tourist destination. You've got Route 19,
which is also Route 98, which is a nmgjor
north-to-south route on the -- on the West
Coast of Florida on the nature coast. Mjor,
maj or hi ghway.

Q Ckay. Now, so you know that the
signs, according to your affiants, which are
the Grangers and Zim were found by them

bel i eve, around 7:14 a.m Sunday norning;

right?
A. | don't recall the tine.
Q So if we assune that there's sone

cars that drove by where the signs were

posted --

A. Let's not assune because we know
what assum ng does. |t nmakes you |l ook like a
conplete and total ass and ne, as well. So
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let's not assune. Let's get down to actual

facts.

Q Ckay. But we don't -- we don't have
any, like, video show ng cars driving by there;
right? There's no, like, traffic cam near

there; right?

A Do we need video? | nean, this is
such a horrible thing to say about sonebody and
to post. W don't need a video. W know
people are on the road. W know people saw it.

W don't need a video. W don't need a picture

of it.

It doesn't even matter if nobody
drove by. It's so horrible that your clients
did this.

Q Wait. So now you're assum ng that

cars drove because you just said, you know, "W
don't need video. W know." That's an
assunption; right?

Because you can know, or you can

know know. You know what | nean?

A The way that you know that your
clients wote those signs? Yeah, | know what
you mean.

Q So for exanple, |I nean, you know,
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you know cars drove by. | nean, it makes
sense. It's a busy road.

But to know know that would be |ike
having a video of the cars driving by; right?

A Wll, I"mpretty confident cars
drove by when Zi mdrove by, the G angers drove
by. Zimand the Grangers saw cars driving by.

Q But --

A. Pretty confident to know know, both
know and know know.

Q Ckay. So did Zimand the G angers
tell you that they saw cars driving by that saw
the signs while they were there?

A. Again, | don't recall.

Q So let's give you the benefit of the
doubt that a good nunber of cars drove by there
whi |l e those signs were stuck in the ground.
Ckay?

Can we work on that assunption in
your favor? Okay?

A. Let's state that even if one car
drove by, whether it was Zim whether it was
Therese, whether it was Brett, whether it was
anybody, is too many cars to --

Q Ri ght .
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A. -- read sonething so horrific.

Q Right. So -- well, you already
admtted, | believe, in response to witten
di scovery -- and you can confirmor we can | ook
It up -- that you're not claimng that
M. Padgett -- Zim Padgett or the G angers

beli eved the statenents on the signs; correct?
You' re not claimng they believed

any of it; right?

A | can't clai mwhat another person
bel i eves.
Q Has Zi m Padgett or either of the

Grangers ever said anything to you to suggest
that they have any doubt about the falsity of
t hose signs?

A. That communi cati on hasn't happened
with nme. But when you want to tal k about what
peopl e believe, | believe 100 percent you know
that your clients did this. And yet at the
same tinme, you're going to play this gane in
court.

| believe 100 percent you know t hey
did this. And you're playing a gane in PR and
all of this and the "Anti Wat the Hal es

ecosystem "™ You believe because you know t hey
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didit.

| 100 percent believe that you know
that 100 percent they did it. You know 100
percent they're guilty. | believe you 100
percent know they're guilty.

You want to keep tal king about what

| believe?
Q Ckay. So I'mgoing to give you all
of that. I'mgoing to give you all of that.

And I'mjust trying to get to the issue of
publication. So I'mgiving you all of what you
just said. Good for you.

Now, can we nobve on, and answer ny
qguestion, about publication of the signs, of
the defamatory information?

" mgoing to nove on and |' m goi ng
to ask you the next question and it's about the
I ssue of the publication of the defanmatory
si gns.

So -- so how would you be able to
determne if any given car that drove by --
let's say you had a road -- a checkpoint 200
yards past the intersection where the signs
were so that sonebody can wai ve down every car

and say, "Hey, did you see those signs and what
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they said"? Now, how would you be able to
determne if any car, any driver, any passenger
in a car driving by read those signs?

s there any way for you to

determ ne that or prove that? Yes or no?

A First of all --
Q And if it's yes, you tell ne how.
A. First of all, you're horrible at

asking questions. You really need to work on
this if you're going to be a professional
| awyer.

No. 2, I"mgoing to use the Socratic
nmet hod, which | assune you're aware of. So it
cones from Socrates. You answer a question
Wi th a question.

Now, in all reality, you're in
charge of this deposition. This is your
deposition. But I'mgoing to ask you the sane
gquestion: How in the world can you confirm
that nobody saw it? OCh, wait. That's right.
You can't.

Q | guess --
A. You can't. That's the reality. You
cannot confirm |'m answering your question,

and |'musing the Socrates nethod -- the
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Socratic nmethod to answer your question.

How can you confirmthat nobody saw
It? How you can confirmthat no damage was
done to ny reputation? How can you confirm who
di d, how many peopl e?

How can you -- how can you -- how
can you -- you can't, and you know you can't.

THE REPORTER: Can you pl ease
sl ow down.

THE W TNESS: You know peopl e
drove by. You know people sawit. You have
evi dence that at bare mninmum three people saw
it. And then | was nmade aware of it.

And at the end of the day, the jury
IS going to nake the concl usions, not you and
not ne.
Q Fi ni shed?
Al right. Do you understand that
In your lawsuit that you have the burden to
provi de evi dence to prove your cl ai ns,
i ncl udi ng damages?
A Absol utely. Yes.
Q Okay. And do you understand that in
this lawsuit where you claimdefamation in the

form of these road signs, that one el enent of
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your claimis to prove that they were published
causi ng danage to you?

Do you understand that that's an
el enent ?

A Yes. | also understand that the
magi strate has al so said that danages don't
even need to be proved because of the
statenents that were nade are so defanatory,
they' re so destructive to a person and their
reput ati on.

Q Ckay. But we're tal king about
publ i cati ons, so not --

A. Well, |'m answering your question
based on what the nmgi strate has already said,
who is ultimately going to be a part of the
actual decisions of who is guilty, who is not
guilty, and the jury, who is guilty, who is not
guilty.

So you ask a question, whether you
i ke nmy answer or not, you're going to get ny
answer. And the answer is the magi strate has
al ready stated these things are so horrible
damages don't even need to be proved in the
Complaint. That's how horrific it is.
Q Wll, you may be right, but if |
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may, |'mgoing to hypothetically assune that
the -- for the sake of ny argunent -- for the
sake of ny question that the nmagistrate hadn't
exam ned the issue of publication, and that's
the question that | have.

So ny question is: |Is there any way
for you to denonstrate that any single or

mul tiple individuals driving by saw t hose

signs?

A Yes. Three individuals --

Q O her than --

A. -- saw the signs up.

Q O her than those three. Qher than
those three individual s?

A Three is too many. Two i s too many.
One is too many. It's so horrific.

Q So you have no evidence that you can

provide in this case, that any other person
drove by and saw those signs?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form That calls for a |l egal concl usion.
We're back on that track again. Conpetence.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: That was a
fact question.

Can you read the question, Alyssa?
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(Reporter read back fromthe

record.)
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Correct?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane
obj ecti on.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q You can answer the question.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Answer the
guestion subject to ny objection.
THE WTNESS: Wat's the
guestion, agai n?
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Do you have any evi dence you can
produce in this case that anybody ot her than
t hose three individuals drove by and saw t he
signs?
A Conmon sense.
Q Ckay. Thank you.
A VWhich | believe the jury wll
hold -- have and hold onto.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN: By the way,
we'll go to 1:00, if that's okay, and then take
45 m nut es.

Alyssa, is that above standard?
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THE REPORTER: | can have a
shorter lunch, too. That's fine.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N Gentl enen,
woul d that work for both of you?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: So, you
know, this is a Federal Court deposition. You
have a tinme cutoff.

You do know that; right?
THE W TNESS: No, he doesn't

know.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Wwell, |
understand. | nean, do you want to have | unch
or not?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You want to
have | unch?

THE WTNESS: Let's get it
done.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: kay. Oh.
You don't want to have |l unch?

THE WTNESS: We'll have
 unch.  We'll have | unch.

But | do want to add that we w ||

have traffic information comng for the

court -- for the Federal Court.
Sowe wll -- we wll get that from
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the State and have traffic information on those
r oads.
ATTORNEY MATZKI N |
appreci ate that.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Let ne ask you about that.
So have you al ready taken steps to
begi n procuring such information?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hol d on.

THE W TNESS:. Wow.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Again --

THE W TNESS: Ww.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- once
again --

THE W TNESS:. Wow.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- once
again, do not reveal anything that you' ve
| earned from nme about that.

THE W TNESS: Ww.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: But if you
can answer w thout -- that's work product and
attorney/client privilege.

THE WTNESS: Attorney/client
privilege. Move on.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Well, do
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you know anything outside of it -- outside of
our conversations?

THE W TNESS: Not out si de of
our conversati ons.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Ckay. Then
don't answer that question.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q Are you aware of a source of traffic
information that would tell how many cars drove
by on whatever that date -- My 14th, 2023 --
during the period of tinme when those signs were
post ed?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane
objection. |If you can answer that question
wi t hout relying on things that you and I
di scussed, you can answer. But otherw se, do
not answer that question.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So you expect to have sone sort of a
factual report that constitutes evidence of
peopl e readi ng those signs?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That's a
di rect work product violation question. 'l

assert work product privilege as well as
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attorney/client privilege.

| f you can answer the question
out si de of what you di scussed, you can answer
it. Oherw se, do not.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Well, M. Hales, you testified in
response to ny question about whether you can
produce evi dence of anybody seeing the signs
that, in fact, you intend to produce sone sort
of dat a.

And I'mtrying to understand what
this data is, and you know, is there sone sort
of a bureau of information that has such
information that you' re availing yourself of?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane
obj ecti ons.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. So you're
Instructing himnot to answer whether he's
aware of whether there's a -- sonme sort of a
source of public information about traffic?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You | ust
rephrased your question three tines.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:. Al right.
"Il rephrase it one nore tine to avoid your

problemwith it.
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: He's not
going to reveal any conversations that |'ve had
Wi th experts and data because | haven't deci ded
yet how, what, where, who we're going to use
it.

Wien it is decided, you wll be
gi ven expert disclosure.

Did you want to go lunch? You want
to --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN.  No. 1:00.

1: 00.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Oh. We're
going to 1:00.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q You procured and have disclosed in
opposition to a summary judgnent notion the
expert report of a handwiting expert Dianne
Pet erson; right?

A Yes.

Q Excuse ne.

And had you al ready determ ned that
M. Cook and Ms. Preston and/or M. Preston
wrote those signs before Ms. Peterson was hired
and conducted her anal ysis?

A We suspected. We did not know.
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Q And what was the suspicion based on?

A Based on the character of your
clients and what they've done to our |ives.

Q And was there any effort to
actually, you know, factually determne it, not
just assune it because of their character?

Did you take any steps to factually
determne that ny clients wote the signs?

A Yes. | contacted Deputy Weaver of
Levy County Sheriff who then told ne that there
was not hing that they were going to be able to
do, whether it be fingerprinting or anything
el se.

And that | had a very strong
def amati on case, which then I went to nultiple
stores -- Ace Hardware and Wal mart -- and asked
to get all video footage and all receipts from
I ndi vi dual s buyi ng those particul ar products
that were used for those signs.

Q And were they provided to you? Wre
t hose videos and recei pts provided to you?

A No, they were not.

Q Wiy weren't they? Did sonebody
expl ain why they weren't being provided?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
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to form Calls for hearsay.
You can answer, if you know outside
of that.
THE WTNESS: At that tine
frame, they were not able to provide.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q So let ne understand. You went to

the | ocal hardware store local to Oter Creek?

A. Yes.

Q What store?

A Ace Har dwar e.

Q And how -- if you know, how far is
that Ace Hardware? Is it in Oter Creek?

A. No. There's nothing in Oter Creek.

Q And where is it in? Wat town is it
| ocat ed?

A Chi ef | and.

Q And how far would that be from your
property?

A Ten m nut es.

Q Ten m nutes by car?

A Well, if your client is going to

wal k it, 18 hours both ways, which she has
attenpted to, putting a child' s |ife in danger

and her own.
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You can roll your eyes as nuch as
you want. The reality still exists.
Q Yeah. But I'mtrying to stay on
poi nt here.
Ckay. You went to Ace Hardware
after -- how long after May 14, 2023, when the

signs were found did you go to Ace Hardware?

A. | don't recall the exact dates.

Q Do you -- did you do it -- within a
week, did you visit a Ace Hardware fromt hat
dat e?

A. No matter how you rephrase this
question, | don't recall the exact dates.

Q Ckay. What do you recall about this

trip to Ace Hardware?

A. | remenber going to Ace Hardware and
asking, "Can | get your video footage? Can I
get copy of receipts for these particular
products that were purchased?"

Q Did you identify -- did you give
themthe specific date you wanted those
receipts from |like, May 14th, May 13th, My
12t h?

A Yes.

Q And whom di d you speak with?
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A That | don't recall.
Q Did you ask for a nmanager?
A. | don't recall if | was talking to a

manager or not.

Q And was it just one conversation
that you asked, and they said, "Sorry. W
can't give it to you"?

A It wasn't, "Sorry. They can't give
it to nme." They would have given it to ne if
it was within a tine frane that they can
actually go back and get it, but unfortunately,
that time frame had already | apsed in their
system

Q | see. So you're saying they have a
CCTV, you know, |oop, and it kind of erases
after a period of tine?

A You sure are putting a |lot of words
In their nouths.

Q Vell, | nean, I'mfamliar with that
process. So you're saying that they have
foot age that woul d have captured sonebody
com ng in and buying, you know, these products,
but that that footage was no | onger avail able
by the tine you asked themfor it?

A That is correct.

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380

Page 137



Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 139 of 320

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

JEREMY B. HALES
DECEMBER 02, 2024

JOB NO. 1278527

Q But what about the receipts? The
recei pts woul dn't have been, you know, di sposed
of , would they?

A | just shared with you exactly what
was shared with ne.

Q I n other words, separately fromthe
vi deo footage, they're saying that they al so
couldn't provide you the receipts?

A. They could not go back in that tine
frame and provi de video footage or receipts.

Q And, | nean, | can understand vi deo,
but why woul d they not be able to provide
recei pts? | nean, you can go back and provide
recei pts, you know, fromyears ago?

A. Way don't you call them and ask
t henf?

Q Ckay. So you didn't do anything
el se to follow up on this?

A | went to WVl mart and did the exact

sane t hing.

Q And how did that go? Ws that the
sane day?
A. No, it was not.
Q VWhi ch one was first? Ace or
Wal mart ?
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A Ace Hardware was first.

Q Ckay. And then do you renenber how
long later you went to Wal mart?

A. No, | do not.

Q Did you go with anybody?

A | don't recall that either,

Q So when you went to WAl mart, do you

remenber who you spoke to there?

A No, | do not.

Q Do you renenber whether it was a
manager or a cashier?

A. Way woul d you ask a fol |l ow up
question if | literally just told you | don't
recall who | spoke to?

Q Wl |, because maybe the "who" was
the -- you thinking the person by nane. So now
l"mtrying to get nore general in whether you
remenber, you know, anything about the person
you spoke to.

Was it a manager?

A | don't renenber the person that |
spoke to.
Q Was it a man or a wonan?
A. That | don't recall either.
Q Ckay. And what was their response
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to your request for video footage and --

A It was anot her dead end.
Q | "' m not done with ny question.
A They couldn't provide it.
Q | "' m not done with ny question

THE REPORTER. M. Hal es,
pl ease wait.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q What was their -- what was their
response to your request at Walmart for video
footage or receipts of the products that, you
know, nade the signs?

A That they couldn't provide it.

Q And did they explain why they
couldn't provide it?

A. Foggy in the back of ny m nd.
think Wal mart was of the point that they needed
a court order to provide such informtion,
whi ch we did not have at that point in tine.

But -- and Ace -- Ace Hardware just
time elapsed, and it was no longer in their
system

Q Ckay. Now, right now there's
not hi ng preventing you from subpoenai ng Ace or

Wal mart whet her for video or receipts; right?
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A Correct.

Q And have you taken steps to do that?

A. That woul d be attorney/client
privilege.

Q But you're convinced that the

products were bought by ny clients, or at |east
sonebody on their behalf; correct?

A | ' m convi nced that your client,
Lynette Preston, wote half the signs stating
that I'"'ma child rapist.

Q And you're convinced that they were
purchased either at Ace or Wal mart?

A. | just shared with you what |I'm
convinced. Your client, Lynette Preston, wote

hal f of the signs stating that ['ma child

rapi st.

Q O her than going to Ace and Wal nart,
did you do anything to identify the handwiting
besi des -- and before hiring the expert?

A Yes. Individual research.

Q Go ahead. Wat did you do?

A | | ooked at her handwiting that she
posts publicly on the property. | |ooked at

ot her individuals' handwiting that was

publicly avail able through public records from
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everybody in the town, including individuals
that actually found them
| anal yzed everybody's handwiting

to see if there was a match.

Q So -- so you enbarked on your own
i nvestigation to -- to identify the witer of
the signs; correct?

A Correct.

Q And you did so already sort of
believing it was M. Cook and Ms. Preston or

with an open m nd?

A. | did so with an open mnd, and to
be frank, | don't believe John Cook wote those
sings. | believe Lynette Preston did and

sonebody el se.
Q So what individuals -- strike that.
Whose handwite sanples were you
able to procure in your investigation?

A. Again, it's been a long tine. Lots
of information and |ots of tine has passed, and
so | don't recall everybody.

But the strongest one is right out
in front of the property at Turd Purgatory
[sic], her own handwiting. Oter Creek

Avenue, Amazon, UPS, FedEx, Box. And drive
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1 North Otter Creek 151.
2 Q Al right.
3 A. @ aring right there in everybody's
4 | face.
5 Q Did you maintain any files or
6 records of, for exanple, the sanpl es bel ongi ng
7 to certain individuals that you exam ned?
8 ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection
9 to form
10 BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:
11 Q Do you understand ny question?
12 A Yep.
13 Q So did you -- did you nmaintain any
14 | files of the --
15 A Don't know (i ndeci pherabl e).
16 THE REPORTER: |' m sorry.
17 What ?
18 ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Excuse ne?
19 THE REPORTER: | couldn't hear
20 | you, M. Hal es.
21 THE WTNESS: | don't --
22 | ouder ?
23 THE REPORTER: Just clearer.
24 THE WTNESS: ['msorry. |'I]
25 go | ouder.
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| don't recall whether |'ve kept any
of those sanple files.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So you're going to testify here that
you investigated this handwiting, including by
procuring sanples of other people to conpare,
but that you don't recall whether you have
files of that work?

A That is not what | said. You asked
if I had and held onto any of those files, and
| stated that | don't recall if |I held onto any
of those files or sanples.

Q So your testinony is you definitely
did have files containing handwiting sanples
of people, yes?

A. My testinony is | |ooked at any
avai | abl e handwiting sanples for anybody
within the community of Oter Creek. If |
could find it -- if it was a public record, |
| ooked to try to match to find out who did it.

| also publicly stated if anybody
had any caneras, Bing Blink, anything that if
they would share that with us. W did not have
anybody cone forward with any canera.

Q Ckay. So now, for exanple, if you
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wer e conpari ng soneone's handwiting that you
| ocated within the conmmunity to see or to rule
It out, what would you do to nmake that
anal ysis? Wuld you just look at it and then
say "Nope" and nove on, or would you take a
phot ograph of it?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njecti on.
Conpound questi on.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Do you understand ny question?
A Yep.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane

obj ection, for the record.
You can answer, but it's subject to

nmy objection with the nagi strate.

THE WTNESS: | would nake a
vi sual conparison and then see if it was
actually matching or not. But |I'mnot a
hand- -- please, let ne finish.

|"'mnot a handwiting expert. So

once we found a conparison that nmatched, we
hired a handwiting expert who can actually get
into the forensic science of the handwiting.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So you say you would do a visual
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conparison. So you're |ooking at, you know,
sone person's handwiting sanple, and you're
| ooking at the sign to conpare it, right, the
signs?

A. Well, the sane way | can do a vi sual
right now | can |ook at you, and | can | ook
at Randy. Randy doesn't have gl asses. You
have glasses on. | just did a visual. Randy
has a small nose. You have a huge nose. |
just did a visual. You're both wearing ties.
OCh, | ook, you're both wearing ties and a
collared shirt. | can see there's a match
there. But he has a jacket. You don't. [|I'm
doi ng a visual.

Q So if you found a particular
i ndi vidual's handwitten sanple and you wanted
to then do this visual conparison, would you do
anything to preserve the sanple other than your
menory? So did --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That's ny
door bel I .

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: -- you take
a photograph of the sanple?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hol d on.
Did you hear that ring? That's ny doorbell.
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Hol d on.
(Attorney Shochet stepped away
fromthe Zoom vi deoconference.)

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  They coul d

be having all kinds of conversation over there.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sorry about
that, Counsel. | had another delivery. Go
ahead.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Coul d you
read back ny | ast question, Alyssa?

(Reporter read back fromthe
record.)

THE WTNESS: |Is it okay to
answer, Alyssa?

THE REPORTER: If it's okay
wi th your counsel.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET:  Sure.
Answer .

THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q And woul d you then downl oad the
photo into an electronic file of any sanple
t hat you phot ographed?

A Can you be clear on your questions,

pl ease?
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Q You just said "yes" when | asked you
I f you woul d take a photograph of sanples of
peopl e's handwiting that you were conparing to
see if they matched the signs; is that
accurate?

A So for exanple, you have it in
evi dence. You have a picture of her
handwiting out front of Turd Purgatory [sic].

So, yes, there is a picture. |It's
upl oaded then to the sky into a Dropbox as
evi dence.

Q Ckay. And you're referring to that
one particul ar photograph with the address of
her address. |'maware of that.

| " m aski ng about other individuals'
handwiting sanples. So did you take any
phot ogr aphs of any other individual's
handw i ti ng sanpl es?

A |"msure | did, but at the sane
time, the aspect of if it doesn't match why
would I hold onto it, then I don't know if I
did hold onto it. This has been going on for
years now that they've been terrorizing us.

So the aspect of if | was to | ook at

one and go, "Oh, does this match? Nope," |I'm
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going to delete it.

The sane way that | | ook at
nessages. For exanple, if you were to send ne
a nessage, | would look at it, and I woul d have
woul d augh and I would delete it, and | would
go, "This is irrelevant. This is ridiculous.
It's gone. | don't need that in ny life."

What | need is the matching.

So whether | have anything el se or
any other sanples is irrelevant. Wat | have
Is sanples -- public records of Lynette Preston
handwiting. W' ve got photos of her
handwiting on the property. W've got photos
of the handwiting of the signs. Anything else
isirrelevant if it doesn't match.

Q But at this point in tine, you
hadn't retained the expert; right?

A | literally have no idea what you're
asking right nowin regards to a tineline. You

are very, very not --

Q At the point --
A -- clear, concise.
Q At the point in tinm you were

conducti ng your own investigation by |ocating

i ndi vidual s' handwiting sanples to conpare to
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the signs, had you -- you had not yet retained

your expert; am/|l correct?

A. Again, a very unclear question. You
said -- so if |'munderstandi ng you correct,
oh, if a year ago you're |looking at -- you're

| ooki ng at sanpl es and conparing but a year
| ater you're still |ooking at sanpl es and
conparing and you find the sanple, obviously, |
was conparing sanples when Lynette was runni ng
to the courthouse in Levy County and witing ny
over nane over and over and over and over and
over again in every affidavit, in every speci al
suppl enental affidavit witing "Jereny Hales,"
Jereny Hales." And then when there's a match,
| hired the handwiting expert.

So | hired the handwiting expert as
| was finding the matches and analyzing it.

Q kay. So | don't want to tal k at

all about the match. | don't want to talk
about Ms. Preston's handwiting sanple or the
sign that she wote for her address on her
property or of anything she filed in court
whi ch contai ns her handwiting.

VWhat | want to ask is about anybody

el se 's handwiting sanples that you anal yzed
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or conpared the signs to.
Are there other handwiting sanples
that you | ooked at and rul ed out as matches?
A |"ve already answered that question

mul tiple tines.

Q And the answer was "yes"; right?
A So you did understand.
Q So with respect to those handwiting

sanples -- not Ms. Preston's, but anybody
el se's that you conpared to the signs to see if
they match or didn't match -- did you take any
phot ogr aphs and preserve them or did you
testify that you del eted any such phot ographs?

A | testified that | don't know. |
don't recall.

Q (Okay. Now, before you hired the
expert and before you becane certain that the
handwiting of ny client matched the signs, it
was possi ble that there were other individuals
responsible for the signs; correct?

A There are two peopl e responsible for
the witing on the signs, one of them being
Lynette Preston, the other one not being
identified as of yet.

No, it is not possible for other
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peopl e to be responsi bl e because the only
peopl e responsi bl e for the consequences of
what's witten on the signs are the people who
actually wote the signs. That would be common
sense.

Q Al right. W're alnost ready to
take a break. But I'mjust trying to
understand if you -- how many different
i ndi viduals' handwiting did you procure or
| ocate so you can conpare it to the signs?

A | don't remenber.

Q Did you find individuals'
handwiting sanples in a particular formlike
| and records, for exanple?

A | don't recall where | found it all.

Q Did you -- did you ask anybody,

"Hey, may | see a sanple of your handwiting"?

A No.

Q No, but you didn't say, "May | just
voluntarily have your handwiting so | can rule
you out"?

A. No.

Q Are you aware of anybody who even

knows of the signs that existed other than Zim

Padgett, the Grangers, Deanna West, yourself,
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Mart ha George Rizk that -- strike that.

O her than those people, does
anybody, to your know edge, know of the signs
by any ot her way ot her than you having
broadcast them on YouTube?

A Yeah. You've been a part of
i vestreans of them being broadcasted on
YouTube on Two Lee's in a Pod. You literally
have been a part of it broadcasting the
production of the signs, showi ng the signs, and
then making a nockery out of it with a fake
handwiti ng expert making fake anal ysis
accusing ne of actually witing them \Wat a
] oke.

Q Ckay. Now, but it's not your
testinony that the Two Lee's were show ng the
signs so that they can propagate that the
statenents in themwere true about you; right?

That's not what you're testifying;
right?

A You trying to put words in nmy nouth
now? Can you ask a clear question? How are
you a |l awer and not able to ask a clear
question?

Q Are you testifying that Two Lee's
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was show ng the signs so that they were saying
to their audience, "These are true. These
statenents are true"?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection

to form Calls for specul ation.

And you can answer subject to ny
objection with the nagi strate.
BY ATTORNEY SHOCHET:

Q So you don't --

A As to what Two Lee's -- Two Lee's
and this noron were out to defane ne and run
their "Anti What the Hal es ecosystent
def amati on canpai gn.

Q Is it your testinony that the Two
Lee's told their audiences that you're a child
rapi st or raped their daughter -- Mchelle
Preston's daughter?

A My testinony that they have
continued to defane ne, as well as you.

Q And is it your testinony that --
well, are you aware of anybody who becane aware
of those signs and the statenents on them ot her
than Zim the G angers, Deanna West, yourself,
and Martha CGeorge R zk?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (nj ecti on.
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Asked and answer ed.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | haven't
finished the question.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Okay.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Are you aware of anyone who becane
aware of those signs from any ot her source than

your YouTube vi deos?

A Yes. |'ve al ready shared.

Q Who?

A O her YouTube vi deos.

Q Two Lee's?

A There's one.

Q Any ot hers?

A M I towns Best.

Q Any ot hers?

A |"m sure there are others out there.

There are plenty right now with your "Anti Wat

the Hal es ecosystem™

Q And what about Megan Fox? Did she
ever show the signs on her YouTube channel ?
A | do not know.
Q What about That Unbrel l aGuy? Did he
ever show it on his YouTube channel ?
A | do not know.
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Q Ckay. So who -- of all the channels
on whi ch those signs were shown, to your

know edge, which one was first? Wich was the

earliest?
A Again, | do not know.
Q VWell, we nade a list of three

channel s that you claimto know for sure showed
t hose signs, yours, Two Lee's, and MItowns
Best; right?

A | think you made a nmuch larger Iist
than that and asked ne questions on it.

Q But you confirmed that -- those
three, yourself, MItowns, and Two Lee's?

A. What's your question, again?

Q Are you confirmng that those are

the three channels that you know showed those

signs -- those road signs?
A No, I"'mnot confirm ng that.
Q You're -- a mnute ago you were

saying Two Lee's --

A | openly -- | openly shared that
there are many ot her channels out there that
have shown it as well that | don't even know
how far it's gone.

But it all stens to the core in
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Oter creek Wth your client, Lynette Preston,
and whoever else wote the other half of the
signs. And then other channel --

Q Wy - -

A -- and then other channels | atching
on under direction and control of individuals
such as yourself creating an "Anti Wat the
Hal es ecosystent with a negative PR agai nst --
damagi ng ne, ny business, ny life, ny
rel ati onshi ps.

Q Ckay. So ny questionis --

A. So no. No, | don't know how many.
As a matter of fact, it's spun out of control.
And what people believe, | can't answer that
gquestion either because | can't tell you what
you believe, even though I know you believe
that she wote them

Q So are you aware of any YouTube
channel that broadcasted any infornmation,

I ncl udi ng i mages of the signs before you did on
your channel ?

A | am unawar e.

Q Are you aware of any YouTube channel
that, in connection with show ng the signs or

di scussing the signs, indicated that they
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bel i eve the accusations contai ned on thenf
A | " munaware, but | am aware that

you' ve been on with Two Lee's in a Pod
indicating that | actually wote those things
about nyself trying to tell people that | wote
t hem about nyself.

So I don't know what's nore hideous,
t he aspect that sonebody el se wote them or
sonebody com ng in and saying, "Well, Jereny
wote this about hinself" and then post it.

Both of them are gross. Both of
them are sick. And the consequences for those
I ndi vidual s, including yourself, wll be fought
out in the court of |aw

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Counsel,
are you aware that you stated on the record
that we'd be breaking for lunch at 1:00 --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN.  Yeah. |
notice. And we're going to break.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- and now
it's 1:05. Are you aware of that?

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Yeah. So
we'll take a break now, and why don't we resune
at 1:507?

Wul d that be okay wth everybody?
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: 1:50. Yep.
5-0; right?
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  That's 45
m nut es.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET:  Bye.
(A recess was taken.)
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q M. Hales, you' re a Ceveland sports

fan; am | correct?

A Not really.

Q You're not a C evel and basebal |l fan?
A. "' mnot a die-hard fan of anything.
Q kay. |Is there a reason why you

wear the old devel and I ndi ans hoodi e on your
YouTube streans and not a current C evel and
Guar di ans hoodi e?

A No, there's no reason.

Q Do you have a position on, |ike, the
sports team changing their nanes out of
political correctness?

A No. There's no position.

Q Do you feel |ike maybe sone peopl e
mght find it offensive to see people wearing
old develand I ndians jerseys which were, you

know, elim nated due to political correctness?
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: At this
point, this is way afield. |'mgoing to object
as to relevance. 1'll let you do naybe one
nore questi on.

Subj ect to ny objection, you can
answer. If he tries to bring this up, you can
answer .

THE W TNESS: Wat was the
guesti on?

BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q Well, how would you feel if sonebody
said they found it offensive, that they're a
fan of yours, but they don't |ike the C evel and
| ndi ans garb?

A | wouldn't care. | would
probably -- probably the sane way they woul d
feel if |I told themI| was offended by them not
liking what | wear. It doesn't matter in the
long run, in the big schene of life. It does
not matter.

Q What's your current relationship --
your personal relationship with Martha George
Ri zk? Are you engaged?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (nj ecti on.

Not relevant at all to these proceedi ngs. And
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that one is -- you can answer that one, but I'm
going to tell you right now -- this was the
pur pose of the E-mail, Counsel -- their

personal relationship has nothing to do with
this lawsuit, so --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. That's not
for you to determ ne, M. Shochet.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Let's call
the judge. W'IlIl call the magistrate in about
five mnutes if you're going to have a |line of
guestioni ng about their relationship.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  That woul d
be i nteresting.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So are you engaged, you and Mart ha
Ceorge Ri zk?
A My relationship with Martha George

Rizk is of no concern of this |awsuit.
Q Do you have a business relationship

with Martha George R zk?

A Mart ha George Rizk is an i ndependent
contractor.
Q So she's sel f-enpl oyed?
A Correct.
Q And does she have a contract with
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What the Hales or with you?

A Yes.

Q And what is the status -- what is
her status in that contract? Is it as a

service provider?

A. Frankly, it's none of your business.

That's proprietary information for the
busi ness.
Q | s she a service provider paid on a
1099?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (nj ecti on.
Conmpound questi on.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q s Ms. R zk paid on a 1099?
A. It's none of your business.
Q |s there a set -- a set anount of

paynent to her pursuant to a contract over
periods of -- you know, a pay period?

A. Yeah. None of your business. This
isn't relevant to the actual lawsuit.

Q Ckay. Well, that's not for you to
determ ne, so |I'mgoing to ask you agai n.

|s there a contract with Ms. Rizk

that involves a regular anount of paynent to

her over regul ar periods of tine |ike pay
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peri ods?

A. Again, | amdetermning it. |It's
not relevant to the lawsuit.

Q | wll -- 1 wll say this to your
Counsel --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | do intend
to file a notion based on --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Counsel,
you don't need to announce your intentions.
|"ve told you several tines, do whatever you
have to do.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Well, this
IS me endeavoring to -- to nake the renai nder
of the deposition productive. And so if --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You want to
go off the record and discuss this?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  No, no.
This is particularly for the record, and that
Is this: You have not controlled your client.
Your client has gone on nany tirades, and
you're --

(I ndeci pherabl e crosstal k.)

Hey, M. Shochet, may | speak?
May | speak?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: No, I'm

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380

Page 163



Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 165 of 320

© 00 N o o b~ W N

N D ND NDDNMMNDD P P P PP, PR
o A W N P O © 00 N OO O b W N B, O

JEREMY B. HALES
DECEMBER 02, 2024

JOB NO. 1278527

getting the magi strate on the phone right now
on the record. Hang on.
ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Now,
M. Shochet, may | speak?
You're -- you're not going call the
magi strate now, are you, before |'ve even --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Absol utely.

Absol utely are.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N: - before
-- okay.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Excuse ne?
ATTORNEY MATZKIN: Before |I've
even spoken and finished what | have to say?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Your -- do
you have a question for -- do you have a -- do
you have a notion to make on the record or a

gquestion for ny client other than a speech to

me?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: My question
Is --

Can you read the |last question,

Al yssa?

THE REPORTER: One nonent.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: \While she's
| ooki ng, do you have any exhibits? Wait. |'m
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sorry. This is inportant.

Do you have any -- a different --
are you going to be using these sane exhibits
on Wednesday for Ms. Martha Ri zk's deposition,
or do you have anot her set?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  |'m not
going to start tal king about that. | just need
the | ast question read back, please.

(Reporter read back fromthe
record.)

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Do you understand the question?

A. Yes, | do.

Q Can | have your answer, please.

A You al ready got ny answer. That's

confidential business information that you're
not entitled to and has no relevancy to this
| awsui t what soever.
Q Rel evancy is not a proper objection

i n a deposition.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Motion to
strike what M. Matzkin just said.

Do you have anot her question?
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  |' m aski ng

you to instruct your client to answer the
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guestion, unless you're instructing himnot to
answer on the grounds of privil ege.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | didn't
hear a questi on.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: |'m aski ng
you, Attorney Shochet, to instruct your client
to answer the | ast question unless you're
i nstructing himnot to answer on the ground of
privilege.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Did you
hear nme instruct himnot to answer?

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  So,
therefore, I'masking you to ask himto answer

t he questi on.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |' m not
here to do that, Counsel. He's answered the
guesti on.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. So you're
not here to tell -- you're not here to tell

your client to answer a question that's been
asked in a deposition? You're his counsel in a
deposition, but you're not going to tell himto
answer a question that you're not instructing
hi m not to answer?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: If you're
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not happy with his answer, you can do things
with it. Please nove on.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | will,
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q How cone the -- the E-mail from
Ms. Preston to Mayor Dan in OChio was not
al l eged in your Conplaint?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njecti on.
That's attorney/client privilege and work
product. And that | will instruct himnot to
answer unl ess you can answer that question
out si de of conversations that you and | had.

THE WTNESS: | can't.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can't?
Well, then don't answer the question.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Am | correct that there was an
E-mail sent by Ms. Preston to a person that we
refer to as Mayor Dan, who is the mayor of your
honmetown in Ohio; correct?

A. Yes.

Q And to the best of your
recollection, what did that E-mail say?

A To summarize, to the best of ny

recollection, basically, she was trying to warn
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Mayor Dan to try and renove ne fromthe town
that | live in.

Q When you say, "renobve you," what
does that nean?

A She doesn't want ne |iving anywhere.
She wants to cause problens wherever |'m at,

i ncl udi ng whether I'min Chio or Florida or
anywhere el se.

Q Ckay. But when you say that she
wote an E-mail to try to have you renoved from
the town in GChio, is that what you testified?

A. |"'mtestifying first she contacted
the Town Hall nmultiple tinmes on the phone and
then threatened to call the |l ocal news station
if she didn't get in contact wth the actual
mayor .

Then she sent an E-nmail to the nayor
and, in an essence, sunmarizing that she
doesn't -- she wants the mayor to know what a
problem | am

Q And -- but you said to have you
renoved. So was there sonething in this E-mail
t hat suggested that you should be kicked out of
the town?

A. Wul d you like to bring the E-mail
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up so we can actually read it?

Q | don't have it.

A. Way not? You're asking questions
about it.

Q So what town is it, by the way, in
Onhi 0?

A It really doesn't have any rel evancy

to the issue here.

Q The town that Mayor Dan is the mayor
of ?

A Wll, in all reality, it's not a
town. So your question is wong.

Q Well, what is he the mayor of, even

if it's not a town?

A He's the mayor of a vill age.
Q And what's the nane of the village?
A | don't really think it matters.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: It's public
record. It's public record.
THE W TNESS: Peni nsul a.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Peninsula, GChio, is that the address
sonebody would wite on an envel ope?
A. Yes.
Q And what's the Zip code?
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A 44264.

Q | do -- | do want to have you open
Exhi bit 73, please.

(Deposition Exhibit No. 73 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Yes. 73, which is a JPEG
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: A what ?
Hang on.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN. It's not a
PDF, but you know, it's a screenshot.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: kay.
Sorry. It's a one-page police report. Ckay.
We have it.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:
Q And is that a police report dated --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: It's really
t ouchy.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q It doesn't seemto have the exact
date on it, does it? O aml| mssing that, the
date of the report?

Well, in any event, does the report
say that you -- that the witer spoke on

1/ 17/ 2024 to soneone who is bl acked out, "who
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advi sed that he believes Lynette Preston
violated their no contact order"?
So we're | ooking at the sane thing?
A That is the first line, yes.
Q Al right. And would you agree with
me there's no doubt that the nane that's been

redacted i s yours?

A. | honestly do not know. It's
r edact ed.

Q | understand that.

A And | have not -- | have not read
the rest of the police report. 1've only

| ooked at the first |ine.
Q Ckay. I'Il tell you what: You take

a mnute or two or three, even, and pl ease read
it. And then ny question wll be whether
you're wlling to acknow edge that the -- it's
yours.

THE WTNESS: Can you i ncrease
t hat ?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Yeah. |It's
very touchy.

THE WTNESS: Yeah, it's very
t ouchy.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | j ust
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touch it, and it just noves. |s that better?

THE W TNESS: Yeah, that's a
little better.

Yes, that redacted woul d be Jereny
Hal es.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q | appreciate that.

And can you read the last |ine and
use your nane in place of the bl acked out part
out | oud, please.

A |s that the last |ine?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: The "no
contact order," that's the last |ine?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  The very
bottom of the E-mail.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: \Were it
says, "The no contact order?" "The no contact
order"?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN.  Two
par agr aphs bel ow that would be the |[ast --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Ckay. It's
just we got to get this thing -- this docunent
is -- okay. There. W can pull it up. Now
you can see that.

THE WTNESS: "It should be
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noted" -- "It should be noted that during ny
encounter with Jereny | asked himif Lynette's
phone nunber was bl ocked from his phone.

Jereny replied he had the nunber bl ocked before
but unblocked it in order to try and get her to
break the injunction.™

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Do you agree or dispute that
st at ement ?

A Absol utely disagree. | can't force
anybody to break an injunction. | can't force
your client, Lynette, to break an injunction.
But what | can do is hold her accountabl e when
she does.

So for exanple, | bl ocked her
because of all of her crazy rants. And then |
unbl ocked her because she was told by a
court -- found guilty for stal king that she was
not allowed to be contacting ne. And the only
way | would know if she was contacting ne is if
she was unbl ocked.

And, no, you can't force another
person to actually break a civil protection
order. Only Lynette can break that civil

protection order.
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Q Ckay. So ny question, then, is:
Did you nmake this statenent --
A No.
Q -- that the report says you nake?
A No. The officer -- the officer

said, "Do you have her nunber bl ocked?" |
said, "Qoviously not. Here's the text nessage.
| did have her blocked. | have her unbl ocked
to know i f she breaks the civil protection
order."

Q How woul d unbl ocking it enabl e you
to know if she breaks the civil protection
order apart from --

A. Are you literally that dunb? |If
she's bl ocked and she contacts ne via phone |
won't know. |If she's unbl ocked and she
contacts me, | will know, therefore breaking
the civil protection order which you literally
are having ne |l ook at a police report where she
broke the civil protection order because she's
unbl ocked. That's how | know.

Q | understand. GCkay. So | just want
to see -- see if | understand.

So you had her bl ocked, and that

prevented her from-- even if she were trying
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to reach you, you wouldn't know because it was
bl ocked; right?

A Correct.

Q Al right. And so | guess,
theoretically, a third-party wtness m ght be
there seeing her attenpting to call you, maybe
not realizing she's been bl ocked, and they can
report that and say, "Hey | saw her try to call
Jereny. He doesn't know because it was
bl ocked"; right?

A | don't live in a world of
theoreticalities. | live in a world of facts.
She texted ne.

Q Al right. So while blocked,
al t hough possible for her to attenpt to contact
you, naybe she knew she was bl ocked; maybe she
didn't. But certainly, she can attenpt to call

you whil e bl ocked; correct?

A Yes, she coul d.

Q And in that case, you would never
know, at |east not just fromthe call itself,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Al right. So you then at sone

point in time chose to unbl ock her nunber;
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correct?
A It's a statenent. You got any
guestions?
Q Correct?
A Ch, ny goodness.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form Ask a question.
THE W TNESS: Ask a question.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q At sonme point in tinme, you chose to

unbl ock her nunber:; correct?

A. | already answered that question.

Q That was "yes"; right?

A. | already answered that question.
The no -- broke the civil protection order,

she' s unbl ocked because she was court ordered
not to break the civil protection order. How
am | supposed to know if she breaks it if she's
bl ocked?

Q Ckay. Wiat -- you know, what
precipitated your decision to take the overt
act of unbl ocking the nunber?

A. Did you not hear ny | ast statenent
whi ch mat ched exactly what | said nultiple

ti mes before?
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Q | guess | didn't understand it.

A There is a legal civil protection
order against your client, Lynette Preston,
whi ch states she may not contact ne what soever.
The only way to keep that accountable to know
If she's contacting ne is to unbl ock her.

Q But if she's blocked, it's
I npossi ble for her to contact you? 1It's only
possible for her to futilely attenpt to contact
you; right?

A Agai n, another great statenment. You
got any questions? Do you not know how to ask
a question?

Q Well, your testinobny was that you
unbl ocked her, so you would know if she is
breaki ng the protection order; right?

A My testinony was there's a civil
protection order against her, and to know
whet her she is actually breaking that civil
protection order of actually contacting ne she
I s unbl ocked.

Q But it's inpossible for her to
contact you while bl ocked; right?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Form

(bj ection to form
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THE W TNESS: How would it be
I npossi bl e? She's broken the civil protection
order in person tinme and tinme and tinme again.

There are many facets to this civil
protection order. You can roll your eyes as
much as you want. You al ready know what she's
done over and over again. She's been found
guilty over and over again.

She continues to block our way. He
continues to block our way into places where
they are to | eave imedi ately. They're not
al l owed to be anywhere near us within 500 feet.
Any public price, any private place, any public
road, any private road. They are not all owed
to have any contact wth us what soever.

Just because | bl ock her on the
phone doesn't nean she can't get on sonet hing
else to try to contact us with her many --
mul tiple fake accounts.

You want nme to keep going on? You
obvi ously know she can contact ne. She's done
it. She's been found guilty of it.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Ckay. Now, let ne clarify: So it

woul d be inpossible for her to break the order
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usi ng the bl ocked phone nunber whil e bl ocked,;
correct?

A No. Incorrect. There's a mllion
different ways she can do it. OCh, let's think
of sone. That's right. Her grandson was at
the property. OCh, that's right. The Levy
County Sheriff took her phone as evidence. She
has anot her phone.

She can contact me a mllion

di fferent ways under different nanmes, different
profiles. No, it's not inpossible by any
stretch of the inmagination. And she's known
and has a pattern of creating nultiple profiles
and doing such things with nmultiple devices and
multiple electronics such as nmultiple phones,
just like when the Levy County Sheriff took her
phone as evi dence when Cook got arrested for
brandi shing a firearm at yet another person.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: Can you
read back the question, Alyssa?

(Reporter read back fromthe

record.)

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Usi ng the bl ocked nunber; correct?
A. No, not correct. You can downl oad
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apps, change your nunber, get through bl ocks;
not correct in any stretch of the inmagination.

Q kay. Is it your testinony she
viol ated the protective order using the phone
nunber that we're tal king about while it was
bl ocked?

A Oh, ny goodness. The stupidity.

Q But you just said that there's other
ways to get through a block. So while you had
her nunber bl ocked, is it your testinony she
commtted a violation using that nunber?

A. The absol ute asinine stupidity.
You're literally | ooking at the police report.

Q Can you speak up?

A My testinony is -- ny testinony is
that your client contacted ne breaking the
civil protection order that is placed on her.

Q Ckay. So ny question is -- there
was a tinme when you had her nunber bl ocked.
We're tal king about a particul ar phone nunber,
right, like, the nunber that you bl ocked that
you refer to --

A. Looks like it's right there.

(941) 249-2195.
Q Ckay. So you had bl ocked that at
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sone point in tinme; right?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Do you renenber about when?
A. No.
Q And then you unbl ocked it at sone
point in time; right?
A. Yes.
Q Do you renenber about when?
A. No.
Q And while it was unbl ocked after you

unbl ocked it, am| right that you received a

text nessage fromher -- Ms. Preston fromthat
nunber ?

A. Yes.

Q And do you renenber when you
recei ved that text nessage?

A |s there a date on the police
report?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Do you
remenber w thout |ooking at the report?

THE WTNESS: Wt hout | ooking
at the report? No.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Ckay. Was it around the tinme of the
deposition -- her deposition in January?
STENO.COM
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A. Wt hout | ooking at the report, |
don't know.

Q Do you renenber what the text said?

A Wt hout |ooking at the report, |
don't know.

Q Do you know if the violation is

depicted in the Zoom vi deo deposition?

A | don't understand this question
ei t her.
Q Is it your -- is the act of her

contacting you with that phone nunber in
violation of the order depicted in the video
during the deposition? D d she do it during
t hat deposition?

A. That | don't recall either.

Q Do you recall nentioning that you
had recently reported four new viol ations of
the protective order?

A Yes.

Q And did you nention that on a
i vestream or on a rerecorded YouTube video
within the [ast couple of weeks or so?

A. | don't recall.

Q Well, what woul d you estinmate when

t hat was, how |l ong ago that you nentioned the
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four new viol ations?

A | don't recall, and I don't recall
whether it was prerecorded or a |ivestream

Q Al right. So did you report four
violations of the protective order that aren't
al ready a subject of these reports that we' ve

been | ooki ng at?

A Can you ask a cl ear question,
pl ease.
Q Did you recently report four new

violations of the Chio protective order?

A Yes.

Q And how did you report then? D d
you visit the Levy County Sheriff's Ofice?

A. Levy County Sheriff Ofice cane out
and got the information and the report from ne

and t he vi deos.

Q And what precipitated their visit?
Did you nmake a phone call?

A Yes.

Q And do you renenber when this was?

A | don't know the exact date.

Q Was it during your current period of

tinme being in Florida, or had there been, you

know, a tine in Chio in between when you nade
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that report and your current tine?

A During ny tine in Florida.

Q And when did you arrive in Florida
| ast ?

A | don't remenber the exact date.

Q Was it | ess than a nonth ago?

A. No.

Q Probably six weeks roughly?

A | don't renmenber the exact date.

Q Ckay. And so after you arrived in

Florida, do you know how | ong after you arrived
you went to the -- you nade that call, and then
the sheriff county -- Levy County Sheriff
visited your property?

A |s there a question in there
somewher e?

Q How | ong after you arrived in
Florida did the Sheriff's office visit you to

take this report of four violations?

A. | don't recall the exact date.
Q Appr oxi mat el y?
A. | don't recall the exact date.

Q So how did this begin? D d you pick
up the phone and call, "I want to report four

viol ations. Please send sonebody over"?
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A. | called Levy County Sheriff to
report a violation.

Q And did they say, "Ckay. W'Ill send
sonebody over"?

A Yes.

Q And did they send sonebody right
over then, or was it later in the day? The
next day?

A. They sent two officers over

I mredi ately.

Q And do you renenber the nanes of the
of ficers?

A. No.

Q Had you net either one of them
bef ore?

A. | don't recall.

Q Were they male or fenal e?

A Two mal es.

Q Si nce then, have you cone to |learn
their nanmes?

A | don't recall.

Q Ckay. Is it on -- is it reflected

on the report?

A. | don't have a report yet. | still
have to FO -- | have to get the request for the
STENO.COM

(310) 573-8380

Page 185



Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 187 of 320

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

JEREMY B. HALES
DECEMBER 02, 2024

JOB NO. 1278527

report, and then it wll be reflected on the
report.

Q kay. So how long did they -- how
|l ong did they stay when they arrived?

A. | don't recall.
Q Was it an hour or |ess?
A. It was | ess than an hour.

Q And where did you speak with thenf

Was it i ndoors or outdoors?

A Qut door s.

Q Can you descri be the | ocation?

A. One of ny properties in Oter Creek.
Q Yeah. Can you be nore specific?

A. 351 Florida State 24, OQter Creek.

Q | s that what's known as "The

school house?"

A Some people call it the school house.

Q So did you neet themat the gate of

that property where a visitor would have to

enter?
A No.
Q They were let in, or they entered

t hrough the gate and then net you sonmewhere
el se on the property?

A. Correct.
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Q (kay. And then did you have this
conversation standi ng outside standing up?

A Yes.

Q And were the two officers recording?
Do you know? O just witing?

A | do not recall.

Q Ckay. And you reported to them four
separate viol ati ons?

A. | gave them four separate videos to
report violations.

Q And can you tell us about those four
vi deos, you know, the first of the four videos?

A. | don't know which order they were
in. No. 1 would be John Cook | aughing, running
towar ds sheets, |aughing about CGeorge having
cancer.

Anot her woul d be John Cook tal king
to ne at the edge of his property as he's
filmng and then going, "Your Honor, Your
Honor, see this is what | got to go through
every day," which is comunication with ne.

Anot her is John Cook violating the
protection order at the post office.

Anot her is John Cook and Lynette

violating the protection order driving straight
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towards ne as they see ne on the road on North
Oter Creek Avenue. They see ne. They stop.
| nstead of turning around, they drive straight
t owar ds ne.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: And are
t hose videos -- can you produce those videos to
me by ny request now, or do | need to go
through a formal procedure to request thenf

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You're
going to need to go through a formal procedure.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Ckay. So the video you described of

the -- well --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. Wl |,
M. Shochet, | would say that they're
responsive to the already-propounded requests,
but we can di scuss that.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So the video about the -- you

nmenti oned the post office. Was one of them
about the post office?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: |'m sorry.
Al yssa, can you repeat the description of the
four videos? Let's have her repeat the

description of the four videos, please.
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M. Hal es' description of the four videos.
(Reporter read back fromthe

record.)

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Got you. (kay.

So the | aughi ng about cancer,
running towards the sheets. Can you descri be
that in alittle nore detail? Wat do you nean
by "running towards the sheets"?

A Wi ch part don't you understand?
"Runni ng?" "Towards?" O "sheets"?

Q Wi ch sheet s?

A. You're going to play dunb |ike you
don't know they've got sheets hung up right
now?

Q So when did this violation --
al | eged vi ol ation occur?

A | don't have the exact date. 1'd
have to get the report.

Q And when you say, "He was | aughi ng
about George having cancer, running towards the
sheets,"” how did you witness this?

A. Wll, | filmevery tine | have to
drive by there for ny own protection and

accountability, and | have ears, and | can hear
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it.

Q Ch. So you were driving by filmng.
And were you filmng with your armout the
wi ndow hol ding a cell phone?

A | filmthe only way | know how to
filmwith sonething in ny hand. Wth a cell
phone.

Q Ckay. So on this particul ar day,
you were driving on the road between the
property -- between your property and their
property; right?

A Correct.

Q And were you driving in the
direction such that the driver side was cl oser
to their side or your side?

A Thei r si de.

Q Ckay. So you're driving by, and
you' re holding the cell phone out the w ndow,

filmng for protection and accountability;

correct?
A Correct.
Q And tell nme what happened then that

constitutes the violation.

A We al ready covered this.
Q Well, 1I'masking you to now descri be
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It now that |'ve set the scenario.
A W literally have already covered
this nultiple times. Running towards the

sheets, |aughing, going, "Ha, ha, ha, ha,

George cancer." Conmuni cati on.

Q Runni ng in what direction?

A Breach of civil protection order.
Comruni cation. Intentional. WIIlingly.

Knowi ngly conmmuni cation. Literally running
towards so | would hear him Literally running
towards so | wll see him Literally
willingly, knowingly violating the civil
protection order. Not turning around |like he's
supposed to. Not mnding his own business I|ike
he's supposed to. Taunting, naking contact
with nme. Intentionally making contact with ne.

Q Are you finished?

Were was he running fron? What
di rection, or what buil ding?

A Behi nd t he sheets.

Q So you were driving by, and he
energed from behind the sheets, so you coul d
see hin®?

A Yes.

Q And then he noved in what direction?
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Toward the road? To the left? To the right?

A Towards ne, towards the road.

Q | see. So you're driving by. Your
cell phone is out the w ndow, and he shows up
from behind the sheets and starts wal ki ng
towards the road.

And was he filmng? Ws he hol ding
a cell phone?

A | do not know.

Q Ckay. But he was wal ki ng t owards
the road and sayi ng what ?

A. Ch, ny goodness. W al ready covered
this. Mwve on. Ask a relevant question.

Q So he energed from behi nd the sheet
and began wal king towards the road sayi ng what?

A. | already answered this. Ask
anot her questi on.

Q | need you to answer it now.

A. | already answered it multiple
times. As a matter of fact, you could probably
answer it. You know what | said.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
M. Shochet, it's a really sinple question.
Wul d you m nd asking himto just give ne a

si npl e answer ?
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: He answered
it two times. Even | can nenorize what he
sai d.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q M. Hales, what did M. Cook say as
he wal ked from behi nd the sheets towards as you
were driving by filmng?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: All right.
One nore tinme, then that's it.

THE WTNESS: He was | aughing
out loud to nake sure | could hear him which
Is covered on the cell phone video footage,
nocki ng George havi ng cancer.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q But | want words spoken, not your
characteri zation.

A Wel |, you can have the video when
you go through the proper channels to get the
vi deo, and you'll hear them

Q But do you renenber what he said,
not just a --

A | do not have the video right now.

Q Do you renenber what he said? Do
you renenber what he sai d?

A. | just told you what he said for the
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third tinme, and I'mnot going to answer it
agai n.

Q Al right. And the second violation
that you reported. You said that M. Cook was
on the edge of his property yelling, "Your
Honor, this is what we have to go through"?

s that correct?

A. Ch, ny goodness. W finally got a
guestion out of this statenment. Ww.
Yes.
Q And, again, let's set up this

scenario. \Were were you at this tine?

A. Driving.

Q Was this a different day than the
first one?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. So was it the sane thing,

where you were driving on the road filmng for
accountability and protection?

A. Yes.

Q And also with your side -- the
driver side closer to their property?

A. Yes.

Q And as you were driving by, you saw

M. Cook on his property?
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A Yes.

Q And did you stop or slow down?

A. | al ways sl ow down when there's an

i ndi vidual near the road. Not to nention they
have publicly posted stating that | go 65, 70

m | es per hour, that they even posted signs,

"Sl ow down." They posted signs. You don't
want me to sl ow down? So, yes, | slowed down.

Q kay. And so tell ne, then, what
happened that constitutes a violation?

A Communi cation. Contact.

Q Wel |, again, you're characteri zi ng,

sol'dlike you to give ne the facts.
What exactly did he do or say?

A And, again, | already told you, and
this is the last time I'mgoing to answer the
question. He is filmng ne as I'mfilmng him
and goi ng, "Your Honor, this is what | have to
go through every day." There is no "Your
Honor." The communication is with ne. |'mthe
only person there.

Q And then you tal ked about a

vi ol ation occurring at the post office?

A Ni ce statenent. You got a question?
Q Yes. Please tell ne about that
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vi ol ati on.
A. He vi ol at ed. He was within the 500

feet at the post office.

Q Do you recall when?
A. No.
Q Was this on a different day than the

first two we've just discussed?

A. Yes.

Q And did you arrive at the post
office after he was there or the other way
around?

A. | arrived at the post office after

he was t here.

Q So you parked your vehicle, did you?
A No. | was in the road. He was in
the road on Route 24. He was driving. | was

driving. And he already knows we're at the
post office every day roughly at 2:30 dropping
of f packages, and he went there at 2:30. He
pulled in. | stayed on the road and told him
to "l eave. Leave now." He got back in his
vehicle. Spit rocks at ny vehicle. And then
did not |eave within 500 feet. He went to the
next parking lot, which is | ess than a hundred

feet away.
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Q So you and he were both in your
vehicle. Like you were behind himdriving, and
he knew you were behind him driving, going to
the post office?

A Yes.

Q And so it's your testinony that he
then pulled into the post office know ng that

that would create this issue of a violation?

A And he nmade verbal contact, as well.
Q And what was the verbal contact?
A |"d have to | ook at the video again.

| don't recall.
Q Ckay. And then you say you didn't
pull into the parking lot, but you said

sonething to themverbally to | eave?

A | told themto "Leave. Leave now. "

Q And then you said that he |eft but,
i ke, spit rocks, neaning, |ike, he peeled out?

A. Yes, to kick rocks at my vehicle.

Q Did it cause any damage?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q And then you say he drove only a
hundred feet away to anot her parking |lot?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And then what did you do?
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A | continued to filmuntil he left.

Q So you nean he left fromthat spot
that he originally driven to hundred feet away?

A Eventual | y, because | was continuing
to filmhim

Q And how | ong did you --

A The whol e accountability thing.
When he's breaking the aw. Wen he's breaking
civil protection orders which he should have
i mmedi ately got in his vehicle and left within
500 feet, but he chose not to -- wllingly,
know ngly chose not to. He chose to park | ess
than hundred feet away to still be breaking the
civil protection order until two people --
nysel f and Deanna West -- continued to filmhim

until he eventually left.

Q Was Deanna West in the vehicle in
with you?

A No.

Q Where was she? How did she cone

upon the scene?

A She was in her own vehicle.

Q But was she naking the trip to the
post office in conjunction with you?

A. Yes.
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Q So you were, |ike, both delivering
packages?

A Yes.

Q And so how long did M. Cook remain
a hundred feet away and then finally | eave?

A | don't recall. [1'd have to review
t he vi deo.

Q But you do recall being --

A. And let's be very clear: Even if
he's not -- even if he's there for a second,
two seconds -- | don't care if it's five
mnutes, ten mnutes. |It's a break and a

breach and a violation of the civil protection
or der.

One second, half a second is a break
and a breach and a violation of the protection
order. | can care |ess about the tine. And
frankly, you should care | ess about the tine.
You should be telling your clients to stay as
far away from as possible so they don't end up
breaki ng the | aw.

Q When you got the civil protection
order in Chio, that was after you had fil ed but
been denied one in Florida; am| right?

A | never filed for one in Florida.
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was not denied one in Florida.

Q So it's your testinony that you did
not apply for a protection order in Florida?

A | eventually applied for a
protection order in Florida once | had ny civil
protection orders in Chio. But the way that
you phrased the question was the understandi ng
that | applied for one in Florida, got denied,
therefore, went to Onhio.

That was conpletely and totally
I ncorrect.

Q Ckay. So to be clear, your
testinony is there's no record of any filing by
you in Florida prior to when you went to Ohio
to get a protective order?

A Correct.

Q And then you said you did file after
you got the Chio protective order. You said

you tried to file for a Florida protective

order?
A Correct.
Q Ckay. And where did that get filed?
A Levy County.

Q And what happened with that

application?
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A. Judge Craig DeThomasis sealed it and
denied it.
Q So there is a -- albeit a seal ed

record, of a filing by you seeking a protective
order in Florida that was ruled on and deni ed
by Judge DeThonasi s?

A Correct. Illegally. Both state
| aw - -

Q Did you --

A -- state -- I'"'mnot finished -- both
state | aw was broken by Judge Craig DeThonasi s
and both federal |aw was broken by Judge Craig
DeThomasis. And then he sealed it so nobody
woul d have any access to it. But then | paid
to have it unsealed to find out exactly what he
di d.

Q Has it been unseal ed?

A To nme; not to you.

Q So you have -- well, even if it were
seal ed and not unseal ed, you still, of course,

have a record or file of what you filed, right?
An el ectronic copy; right?

A. Yes.

Q So will you produce that in

di scovery?
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | need to
see your request, Counsel.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: Okay. |I'm
pretty sure it was responsive to other
requests, but if we need to, we will.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So Ms. Preston was pro se,
unr epresented by counsel, during the
proceedings in the GChio court, the evidentiary
proceedi ng; correct?

A | do not know Ms. Preston's | egal
background or who is hel ping or representing
her except for you.

Q Well, in the Ohio proceedi ng that
you filed and were granted a protective order,
to your know edge, did she have a counsel of
record at the tine of that proceedi ng?

A Wthin the courts, she did not have
a counsel of record.

Q And the fourth new -- fourth
violation that you testified to recently
reported involved themdriving towards you on
the road; correct?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. Can you give us nore details
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about that, please. Wat road?

A North Oter Creek Avenue.

Q And when you say, "driving towards
you," were you in a vehicle, or were you on
f oot ?

A Vehi cl e.

Q And were you driving away from your

property or towards it going back hone?

A Both. | have nultiple properties.
| was | eaving one property going to another
property.

Q kay. And so tell us what the
viol ati on consi sted of.

A. The viol ati on consi sted of not being
nore than 500 feet away fromne on any public
or private road. They stopped know ng t hat
they were going to break the violation.
| nst ead of backing up and renovi ng t hensel ves,
they broke it intentionally, willingly,
know ngly. They stopped. They knew they were
going to break it. And then they noved
f or war d

Q Ckay. |'ve got to understand this a
little better. So were you saying that you

were driving, and then they were comng in the
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ot her direction?

A Correct.

Q kay. Were they -- did you, you
know, surm se they were comng in the other
direction to, you know, go back to their
property?

A. Doesn't matter. \Where in the civil
protection order do you read it nmatters where
they break and violate? It matters based on
where they're going, where they've been. It
matters based on how nuch tine. It matters
based -- none of that matters, so stop asking
stupid questions. You're sounding |ike an
i gnorant f ool .

The only thing that matters is they
broke and violated the civil protection order.
The only thing in the civil protection order is
they nust stay 500 feet away from nyself and
George at all tines. No matter where they're
headed, no matter where they're going, no
matter where they've been, 500 feet away on
every public and private road. End of story.

Q So when you saw them they were
comng inin the other direction, and let's say

you stopped right there, and they were on their
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way honme. They woul d have had to pass you; am
| right?

A. Are you that inconpetent? No, they
don't pass ne. They turn around, and they go
the other way to make sure that they are 500
feet away fromne, per the civil protection
or der.

They are not legally allowed to be
within 500 feet of nme on any public or private
road --

Q That -- |'mnot --

A. -- public or private building, any
public or private place. They cannot be within
500 feet of ne.

| don't care if they're driving
home. | don't care if they're driving to ny
place. | don't care where they're driving,
where they canme from where they' re going.

They cannot be within 500 feet of ne. End of
story.

Q kay. You finished?

A Did it sink into your head yet?

Q So what |"mreally trying -- you
know, ny question doesn't really go to anything

of what you were, you know, just going on
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about .

My questionis -- what I'mreally
trying to do is envision the situation
physically the |ocation of the vehicles. ay?

So they're comng in the other
direction, and if they were fromthe point you
saw them assumng they're just -- and they
didn't turn around and let's say you weren't
there or they didn't care that you were there
and they just wanted to go hone and they didn't
change directions, they would have to pass you
to reach that destination, the point where you
were |l ocated; is that correct?

A. It makes no difference; any type of
destination. They are legally bound to stay
wi thin 500 feet away from ne.

Q So I'"masking if you can just tell
me -- what | want to understand is if they were
j ust going hone and continued on their routes
Wi thout regard to the protection order, they
woul d have had to go right past where you were
at that nmonent of tine when you spotted thenf
Yes or no?

A VWhat | want you to understand is

where | was. They were breaking and violating
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the civil protection order. They may not
legally be wthin 500 feet of ne. Nothing el se
matters.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Let the
record reflect Counsel was |aughing and smling
during M. Hales' response.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N  So,

M. Shochet, | wonder if you can ask M. Hal es
to give ne a direct answer to the question |I'm
actually asking, whichis, if you take
M. Hales' location at the nonent in tine he
spotted themcomng in the other direction and
they were just going to continue on to go hone,
woul d they have to pass hinf? Wuld they have
to go right by hinf

That's the question. Can he answer
t hat ?

THE W TNESS: And the answer
is legally, they nust renove thensel ves.
That's the answer.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Did they pass you?

A That's the law. That's the | aw
Q Did they drive by you?

A | mnot done. The answer is they
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| egal |y nmust renove thensel ves fromthe
situation. That's what their consequences of
their actions have done as they have not only
stal ked ne. They have harassed ne. They have
extorted nme. They have constantly put ny life
in fear, ny loved ones in danger. The
consequences of their action under the |aw,
civil protection, neans they renove thensel ves.
That's what they needed to do.

Q Al right. So what did they do?

A Vi ol ated and broke the civil
protection order.

Q But that's your characterization.
So I want to know factually. So you spotted
them How far away were you -- how far apart
was your vehicle fromtheir vehicle when you
spotted them com ng the other direction?

A | don't know. | don't go out in the
m ddl e of North Oter Creek Avenue dragging a
tape nmeasurer with ny |l eg wapped up to ny
crotch.

Q And so when you spotted them did
their vehicle continue to cone closer to you?
Did they continue to drive towards you? |

believe they did, you said; is that correct?
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A. |'ve already answered this multiple
times. Can you ask an actual question?

Let's see. Let's go -- let's have
the civil protection order actually answer this
guestion. "Respondent shall not initiate or
have any contact wth the protected persons
named in this order and the residences,
busi nesses, places, enploynent, schools, day
care centers, child care providers. Contact
i ncludes, not limted to |andline, cordless,
cellular, digital tech tel ephone, text instant
nmessagi ng, fax, E-mail, voicemail, delivery
servi ces, social nedia, blogging, witings,
el ectroni ¢ conmuni cati on, a personal nessage,
conmuni cati on by any other neans directly or
t hr ough anot her person.

"Respondent may not violate this
order even with the perm ssion of the protected
person.”

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  Alyssa, |'m
going to give you 30 seconds.

THE REPORTER: |' m good,
Counsel . Thank you.

THE WTNESS: You're doing a
great job, Alyssa.
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BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q During this alleged violation of the
Chio order, did they pass you in their vehicle?

A Yes.

Q Thank you. And you conti nued on
after they passed you, and thereby, your cars
-- your vehicles then becane further apart at
that point in tinme; right?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form
You can answer, if you understand
t he questi on.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q When t hey passed you, were you
novi ng, or were you stationary?

A. Movi ng.

Q Ckay. And were you on the right
side, and they were on the right side of the

road, your right side, and they were on their

right side?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And did you have your cell

phone out the w ndow for accountability and
pr ot ection?

A. Yes.
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Q And did you see who was in the

vehi cl e?

A Yes.

Q And who was in the vehicle?

A John Cook, Lynette Preston.

Q And anybody el se?

A Not that | saw.

Q Who was driving?

A |'d have to go back and | ook at the
vi deo again to renenber.

Q And was there anyone in your vehicle
Wi th you?

A. No.

Q And di d anybody say anything, either
you or Mchelle Preston or John Cook?

A. No.

Q Were the windows -- was there a
w ndow down?

A No.

Q Do you know that they were aware it
was you driving towards thenf

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form Calls for specul ation.
But you can answer, if you knew what

they were aware of.
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THE WTNESS: Pretty easy to
know - -
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q The question is: Do you know if
they were aware that it was you driving towards
t henf?

A Pretty easy to know what they're
aware of as they have outlined and docunented
t he make and nodel and col or of ny vehicle, not
only stating that | pass by themfilmng
hundreds of tines a day, which is not true
what soever. | pass by when is needed to pass
by.

That they have literally docunented
in court evidence, court docunments ny vehicle.
They know ny vehicle. They stopped when they
saw ny vehicle. And instead of going in the
side street and turning around, which they had
every opportunity to do, they decided to
willingly and willingly violate the civil
protection order.

Q Al right. SO there was a side
street. Now, was the side street between you
and their vehicle at the nonent you spotted

them or had they already passed it?
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A. They did not pass it.

Q So in the space between the front of

your vehicle and the front of their vehicle at
the nonent in tine when you spotted them-- and
presumably, they spotted you -- you're saying
that there was a side street that they could
have turned into?

A. Yes.

Q And where was that side street
relative, you know, to your car? Was it cl oser
to yours or to theirs?

A. They were right at it.

Q Wul d that have been a right turn or
a left turn for thenf

A That woul d have been a right turn.

Q Meaning, if you were going to turn
into that side, it would have been a left turn?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And what is that side
street exactly?

A | don't know t he nane.

Q How far fromthe entrance to Turtle

Purgatory was this side street?

A | don't go out and neasure.
Q Wll, was it, let's say, you know,
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|l ess than a tenth of a mle?
A Again, | don't go out and neasure.
Q Well, it was right -- you had just
| eft your property; aml right? And they were
on their way hone; right?
A You sure do nmake a | ot of
assunpti ons about where they were going, what
t hey were doi ng, what | was doi ng.

But, yes, | was |eaving ny property.
| have no idea where they were going. And it
doesn't matter because they violated know ngly,
willingly the civil protection order. They
cannot be within 500 feet of nme. They know ny
vehicle. They know everythi ng about ny
vehicle. And they wllingly, know ngly
vi ol at ed.

It doesn't nmatter where they were
goi ng, SO you can stop saying they were going
honme. | don't care where they were going. |
don't care where they were comng from None
of it matters. The Court isn't going to care
about it either when it's in Chio court for yet
anot her violation. What they're going to care
is did they violate, and the answer is, yes,

they violated it again.
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Q So if they had turned down the side
street, you're saying that that woul d have
avoi ded the viol ation?

A | f they would have turned down the
side street -- that side street feeds right out
into Route 19, Route 98 -- they woul d have
avoi ded it.

Q Had you ever gone sonewhere because
you | earned or were aware that they were there
just for the purpose of using the Chio
protection order to force themto | eave?

A No.

Q Wel |, have you ever said on any of
your YouTube videos that you would go to one
| ocati on or another and there -- enforce the
Chio protection order by naking them | eave?

A |"ve clearly stated that I will live

nmy |ife wthout consequences because |'m not

the one that's been found guilty. I'ma
reseller. | go to flea markets. | buy from
sellers and then resell. That is part of a

maj or part of ny business.
And so if they are at a flea nmarket
and | show up at the flea market, they nust

renove t henselves fromthe fl ea market.
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Now, as such, 1've not yet gone to
that flea market as |'ve been busy and out of
town with other resale opportunities. But
there will be a day where I wll be at that
fl ea market because | attend that flea market.
| buy fromother sellers, and then | resell,
whi ch nmeans they will be in violation, and
therefore, they nust | eave.

Q Ckay. So to be clear, you have not
but you do fully intend to attend the -- what's
it called? The flea market? |Is it Chiefland?

A. | fully intend to live ny life
normal ly as | always have w t hout
reper cussi ons, w thout consequences, because |
haven't broken the |aw. They have.

Q VWhat's the nane of the flea market

we' re tal king about ?

A You tell ne.
Q | don't know. The one where
Ms. Preston --
A | don't know the nane either.
Q Al right. But it's your intention

at sonme point, you fully intend to go to that
fl ea market where Ms. Preston has a booth

because you have busi ness there, and when you
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do, your intention is to nake sure that the
Onhio order is enforced and that she's made to
| eave; am | correct?

A. My intention when | have business
there is to nake sure that |'m protected and
the law isn't broken.

Q And that would, in this case, nean
requiring her to |l eave on threat of contenpt of
the Chio order; correct?

A Those are the consequences of her
being found guilty, her breaking the | aw.

Q But |'m saying prospectively now, in
the future, if and when you go to this flea
market, it's your intention to require her to
| eave on threat of contenpt of the Chio order;
aml right?

A VWhether | go to a town hall neeting,
whether | go to Walmart, whether | go to
McDonal d's, whether | go to the Chiefland Fl ea
Mar ket, whether | go hone on ny own road, if
they violate, they're going to be reported.

Q Ckay. But | want to know
specifically about the flea nmarket. So it is
your present intention to, at sone tine in the

future, go there for business, and when you do,
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you're going to enforce the Chio order?

A | ' ve answered the question nmultiple
tinmes. Move on, or ask a new questi on.

Q And do you know -- do you have a
time frame of when you expect to invoke your
right to go to the flea market and enforce the
Chi o order, question mark?

A It has nothing to do with enforcing
an Ohio order. It has everything to do with
protecting nyself fromthese nonsters.

Q So do you have a tine franme when you
plan -- do you have a plan of when you m ght go
do business at the flea market and then this
I ssue may arise?

A | have no tine frane. Wenever
business is to the point where | need to go and
buy and purchase fromsellers at the flea
market, that's when |I'I|l be there.

Sane as | don't have a tinme franme of
when |'mgoing to Wal mart, and nor am | going
to confer wth your clients to say, "I'm going
to Walmart right now" And yet they have
broken at Walmart, as well.

Your client, Lynette Preston, double

birded ne, flicked ne off wth both hands in
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the parking lot of VAlmart. You think I'm
going to go to her and say, "Hey, I'mgoing to
Wal mart now. Please don't be there"? No. She
Is the one that has to i medi ately | eave.

Sol wll live alife normally as ny
life should be nornmal except they have
terrorized our lives to where it's no | onger
normal, to the point where we have to put our
own piece of property up for sale just to get
away fromtheir insanity, just to get away from
the harassnent, just to get away fromtheir
threats, just to get away fromthey're going to
pop a cap in ny ass. They're going to shoot ne
in the face, and they're going to feed ne to
the gators

| wll live alife normally, as | do
every single day, and protect nyself from your
clients.

Q The -- so she flipped you the double
bird at Wal mart?

M. Hales, she flipped you the
double -- Ms. Preston flipped you the double
bird at Walmart?

A. You al ready have that answer. |'ve

already stated it.
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Q Was that the subject of a violation
that you reported?

A We did in Ghio.

Q When did the flip the bird at
Wal mart incident occur?

A. | don't have the dates in front of

Q Was that -- was that brought to the
Court in Chio already filed as a contenpt?

A It's already in the Chio court. The
magi strate is ruling onit. W're waiting for

the ruling.

Q Ch, that's one of the two contenpts
that are still out there; aml right?

A As | just stated, the magistrate is
wait -- we're waiting on the nagistrate to nmake

the final ruling.

Q kay. Specifically about whether
there was a violation fromher at \Val mart
flipping the double bird; correct?

A As | just stated, we're waiting on

the magistrate's ruling.

Q And al so on anot her incident, a town
hal |l incident; correct?
A As | just stated, we're waiting for
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the magi strate's ruling.

Q | understand there's a ruling
wai ting, and |I'mwondering -- ny question is --
you're awaiting the ruling on whether there was
a violation fromthe Wal mart double bird
flipping incident, No. 1, and also a violation
of the order by virtue of being present at town
hal |, No. 2.

Are those the two rulings you're

awaiting A magistrate ruling on?

A There are so many violations of the
civil protection order by your clients, | don't
even -- can't even keep straight which one is

whi ch ruling at what tine.

But | wll tell you, there will be
another filing for contenpt on the four that we
j ust di scussed.

Q | got you. Al right. So let's
see.

You have shown a | ot of private
nessages and chats that you' ve obtained from
peopl e who were party to those private nessages

and chats with Mchelle Preston; am1 right?

A. Who's M chell e Preston?
Q Lynette Preston. Am1l right?
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A. There we go. That's better. Yeah.
Use her real nane. Lynette Preston. Mchelle
Preston is the daughter of Lynette Preston, and
Lynette Preston is using her daughter's nane to
scam

Q Can you pronounce her nane "Lynette"
like it's supposed to be?

A No. | have a northern accent. |
apol ogi ze. You shoul d probably understand
that. You're fromup north, as well.

Q So am | right, though, that you have
shown on YouTube vi deos on your own cell phone
screenshots or actual forwarded nessages and
chats between people and Mchelle -- and
Lynette Preston? Yes or no?

A. Can you show ne what you're
referring to?

Q No. This is just a general
guestion. Have you on occasion on YouTube
shown private chats and nessages of which

Lynette Preston was a party?

A No, | haven't shown anyt hi ng
private. |It's been made public. |It's evidence
incourt. It's -- it's evidence for anybody to

make a public record request.
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Q vell --

A None of it is private. |If it's
made -- if it's nmade known to ne, how can it be
private? So let's actually call it what it is.

It's a publication by Lynette Preston.

Q VWll, no. No. I'mspecifically
aski ng about your publication of private chats
and nessages between Lynette Preston and ot her
parties who provided themto you?

A There is no privacy, so drop the
word "private." There is no privacy. |It's the
internet. Anything can be subpoenaed. Even
text nessages can be subpoenaed. There is no

privacy whatsoever. So stop saying "privacy."

Q Fai r enough
A. There's nothing private at all.
Q Fair enough. So let ne retract

t hat .

Have you shown on your YouTube
channel nessages and chats of which Mchelle --
Lynette Preston was a party with any ot her
I ndi vidual that were originally just between
her and the other individual?

A How am | supposed to answer whet her

it's between her and anot her individual ? Ask a
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better question.

Q Have you received -- have you
received --
A You can | augh. You're the one that

| ooks like the fool here. You can can't even
formulate a full question. So you can giggle
and | augh all you want. You're a party.
You're conplacent within this. And you're
going to be held accountable for it, as well,
with your "Anti Wat the Hal es ecosystem™
So get ready for that, buddy.
Q So -- gee wz. | can't renenber
what ny question was.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN: Alyssa, |'m
sorry --
THE W TNESS: |
honestly --

(I ndeci pherabl e crosstal k.)

THE WTNESS: -- that you can
even think, to be honest.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. -- would
you m nd?

THE REPORTER: |'msorry. |
coul dn't hear you.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. | can't

STENO.COM

(310) 573-8380

Page 224



Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 226 of 320

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

JEREMY B. HALES
DECEMBER 02, 2024

JOB NO. 1278527

even renenber what ny question was. Wuld you
m nd?

(Reporter read back fromthe
record.)
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So do you understand the question?

A And | already foll owed up, and
said, "can you show ne what you're referring
to?"

Q Wel |, have you ever tal ked about
havi ng nol es on your YouTube videos? Have you
ever said that you have noles providing you
I nformati on?

A Good question. How many nol es do
you think there potentially is? Do you
think -- do you think there's noles in your
private conversations right now?

Q M. Hales, |I'masking the questions.

So do you acknow edge sayi ng on your
YouTube vi deos on nore than one you occasion
that you have nol es providing you with
information that you're then di ssem nating
publicly on your YouTube vi deos?

A Wll, et nme answer this question

since you stated that you' re the one asking the
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guesti ons.
Q It's a yes-or-no question.
A. Because what you're doing is neking

statenents, and then | have to pronpt you to
actual ly ask a question.

| don't need nol es because your
clients post everything out there with fools
such as you putting everything out there on the
internet. Nobody needs a nole. Nobody needs
anything sent to them when people such as you
continue to incrimnate yourself wthin this
conspiracy of defamation with your clients who
needs a to nol e anyt hi ng?

Yeah. |'ve got noles. They're all
over ny body. | have freckles, too.

Q So have there been peopl e who have
contacted you and said -- and shared with you
their nmessages and chats with Lynette Preston?

A. Rephrase the question, please.

Q Have there been peopl e who have
contacted you and shared with you their chats
and nessages with Lynette Preston?

A. There have been peopl e who have
shared communi cation fromLynette Preston for

evi dence in court.
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Q Ckay. And does that include sone of
whi ch you' ve shown hol di ng your cell phone up
to the canera on YouTube vi deos?

A | have no i dea.

Q kay. |1'd like to know the nanmes of
the individuals that have provided you this
evi dence for use in court of communications
with Lynette Preston.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Well, I'm
going to say that sone of those nanes are
confidential work product.

So if you know of anyone that
hasn't -- that | --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: Listen --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- that's
attorney/client privilege. Hold on. You keep
wanting to invading attorney/client privilege,
whi ch you' re opening yourself up for that. So
same instruction as before.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. There's
no one that is outside the bounds of the
attorney/client privilege.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Then don't
answer it.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: |'m goi ng
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to have to follow up here.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So is it your testinony that --
strike that.

Has there been a nonl awer who has
contacted you and said, "I would like to share
-- | have information to share in the form of
my nessages and chats and conversations with
Lynette Preston"?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can
answer that. Contacted you, not ne.
THE WTNESS: Ask the question
again. Rephrase it.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q So the question is: Have there been
I ndi vi dual s who have contacted you to share
wi th you those individuals' conversations,
nmessages, chats that they had with Lynette
Prest on?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That they
had with Lynette Preston.
THE WTNESS: Contacted ne
personal | y?
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:
Q Yes.
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A | ndi vi dual s don't contact ne
personally. They nay send a nessage and say,
"Hey, look at this." "Hey" -- you know, and
it's all to fans of What the Hales and it all
goes into an inbox.

Q Ckay.

A But nobody -- nobody has
particularly contacted ne personally.

Q So who sent nessages that went into
the What the Hal es i nbox that you then used and
showed on YouTube?

A. Again, | don't have a list. If you
were going to ask this question, you should
have prepped beforehand so | can be ready to --
actually with a list to answer this question.

So | have no recollection right now

| "' mnot | ooking at anything. | have nothing in
my hands. | don't have ny cell phone. | don't
have ny E-mails. | don't have anything. You

shoul d have better prepped.

Q So you don't renenber the nanes of
any people that have shared with you their
conversations that they had had with
M chelle -- Lynette Preston?

A You shoul d have better prepped.
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Q kay. So is it your testinony,
t hough, that -- and without getting into
attorney/client privilege, though -- that you

| earned there are individuals you have | earned
of information fromor you have obtai ned
information from but that you're refusing to
identify because they provided it to your
counsel and not to you directly?

A Ask the question better.

Q Are there individuals you' re aware
of who have shared information with your
counsel but not with you that wll be used as
evi dence in court?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Again --

THE W TNESS: Unbel i evabl e.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- invading
the attorney/client privilege.

THE WTNESS: Attorney/client
privilege. Oh, ny --

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: It's just a
yes or no question.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Honestly,
you can't --

THE WTNESS: That's --

THE REPORTER One at a tine.
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- you're
saying what | said, which is the sane thing.
You're doing it --

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Here's the question. Here's the
guesti on.

Are you aware -- I'mnot telling you
to nane themor tell nme the nature of the
information. |'mjust asking a yes-or-no
question. Are there individuals that you're
aware of, that shared information with your
counsel that you intend to use at evidence in
court? Yes or no?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That's work
product. So don't answer that either.

THE WTNESS: Ch, ny goodness.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | get to
deci de what's -- what we use --

THE WTNESS: | can't believe
it. | literally cannot believe him

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So you're not going to tell ne the
nanmes of any of these noles that you' ve
referred to on YouTube as providing texts that

you' ve been shown?
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ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Now we're
tal ki ng about noles? Nowit's noles?

THE WTNESS: Wuld you like
the nane of sone freckles? | call this one
Charlie. This is Eileen.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: He doesn't
mean noles -- define nole for him

THE WTNESS: | know what he
nmeans.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Ckay.

THE WTNESS: It's just
ridi cul ous.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So -- so on your YouTube videos, you
have on nore than one occasi on shown using your
own cell phone held up to the canera nessages
and chats involving Lynette Preston and the
person who provided that to you.

And |I'm asking you to give ne the
nanmes of the individuals who provided you
that -- those texts and chats that you showed
on YouTube?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjecti on.
Asked and answer ed.

|f you want to answer it again.
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THE WTNESS: Attorney/client

privilege.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: No, but the
E-mails that you nentioned. If you want to
answer it again, go ahead. It's up to you.

THE WTNESS: | don't have any
information in front of nme to be able to
answer .

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Ckay. Sane
answer .

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q Have you ever publicly stated that
t he goal of suing soneone is not to win, but to

bankrupt thenf

A Not to ny recollection.

Q Did you ever sue Marilyn Raby?

A No, | did not.

Q | f you prevail in this |awsuit, what
do you believe you'll be able to collect from

my clients?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form
You can answer.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:
Q To satisfy the judgenent. |f you
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prevail and win a judgnent against nmy clients
for a lot of noney, how will you seek to
satisfy that? What do you believe they have to
sati sfy such a judgenent?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Agai n,
okay, if you have to rely on anything |'ve told
you about --

THE WTNESS: It's
attorney/client privilege.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: But do you
have know edge outsi de of our conversation?

THE WTNESS: | have no
know edge outside of our conversations.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So do you believe that they have,

you know, cash that you can recover fromthenf
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can
answer .
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q And what is -- what is the basis of
your belief that they have cash in sufficient
an anount to pay off a judgenent you expect to
recover in this case?

A. You just asked ne if | believe. You

STENO.COM
(310) 573-8380

Page 234



Case 1:24-cv-00045-ZCB  Document 42-1  Filed 12/06/24 Page 236 of 320

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

JEREMY B. HALES
DECEMBER 02, 2024

JOB NO. 1278527

didn't ask me --

Q No --

A It's a belief --

Q No, that's not what you're --
A | belive -- | believe it --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hol d on.
Hol d on. Whoa. Wwoa. Woa. Woa.

THE WTNESS: -- | believe in
wi nd and air, too.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to formas to foundation.

You can answer. Go ahead.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So what is the basis of your belief
as to their source of financial assets that you
can seek to satisfy a judgnent?

A | have no basis for a belief.
That's why it's just a belief and not a fact.
Q Do you recall in nore than one
YouTube video listing nanes of w tnesses that
you woul d be requiring to travel to Florida to

testify in this proceedi ng?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Sane t hi ng.
Wor k product. (Cbjection.

THE WTNESS: Attorney/client
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privilege.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can
answer .

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q No, it's not. |'m asking you
whet her you recall --

A Yes, it is. It's actually the
attorney/client privilege. |It's a conversation
that 1've had with ny attorney, and therefore,
it's attorney/client privilege. | haven't had
conversations outside of it with my attorney.

Q Do you recall publicly on YouTube
nam ng i ndividuals that you would be forcing to
travel to Florida to give testinony in this
case?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can
answer that.

THE WTNESS: | recall stating
that that is the goal for those testinonies and
depositions. But ultimately, | don't make that
decision. The judge is making the decision in
regards to the anmount of depositions and the
time frame of those.

BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:
Q My question pertained to
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specifically whether you acknow edge nam ng
sone individual s and sayi ng on YouTube t hat
they would be forced to travel to Florida to
give testinony in this case?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: That's work
product, and again, it's ny decision.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: It's what
he said on YouTube.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: It doesn't

matter. You're -- listen -- you can have the

question read back. That's not what you asked.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: I'Il nove
on.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q What was the purpose for you to
broadcast Attorney Shochet's deposition --
vi deo deposition of ny client, M. Preston,
begi nni ng on Septenber 5th and over the course
of eight days?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | didn't
hear that question. You broke up. Wat was
t he what ?
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q What was the purpose, M. Hales, of

broadcasting the video deposition of ny client
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taken by your counsel in January? Wat was the
pur pose of broadcasting that over eight
segnents on your YouTube channel from

Septenber 5th to the 13?

A So the first purpose would be
accountability and protection. The second
purpose would be this is ny life. This is the
story of ny life that people want to know
what's goi ng on.

But the main enphasis of all of it
IS protection and accountability fromthese
nonst ers.

Q Thank you for that straight answer.

And so how was playing this video
going to serve the purpose of protection and
accountability given that that |oss -- that
| egal action was dism ssed at the tine?

A That's pretty funny considering you
at the beginning of this are beggi ng and
pl eading i ke a child that none of these
depositions are played. And you had to file a
noti on at the begi nning.

You are the one that doesn't want
the accountability out there. You are the one

that doesn't want the safeguarding of this
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Information. You're the one that doesn't want
me protected.

The accountability of the canera is
nmore powerful than anything else. Information
out to the people is nore powerful than
anything else. Seeing the corruption. Seeing
the disgust. People are disgusted with you.

You are vile. You are bottom of the
barrel. You are trying to literally break the
law to try and get your nanme in the | aw

This is disgusting. You are the one
at the very beginning going, "I don't want this
pl ayed. | don't want people to know who | am
really on canera. | don't want people to see
who | amand what |'mreally about." Show ng
them who you really are. Show ng t hem what
you're really about. Showng themthe reality
and the truth. That's protection. That's
accountability. That's safeguarding ny life.

Renmenber, it's your clients, both of
them who said they were going to shoot ne in
the face. Both of themsaid they were going to
pop a cap in ny ass. Both of themwho are part
of sonme of these vile, heinous, in -- just

gross, sick things. Accountability.
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Protection. Safeguarding. |Information out
there is ny protection.

Q Are you finished?

A Are you finished?

Q Nope. So ny question is: How did
t he broadcasting of the January deposition from
Septenber 5th to 13th serve those purposes that
you just articul ated?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form Hold on. Objection to form

You can answer, if you know how it
served t hose purposes.

THE WTNESS: | al ready
answered it. | just answered it in the
guestion before.

Protection. Accountability.
Saf eguard. Truth.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q How did it protect you?
A Shut up, and listen. You asked ne a
guesti on.

Exposing the truth. Exposing who
they really are. Exposing what they're really
about. Sharing so nobody el se has to go

through this hell that we've had to go through,
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this tornent that we've had to go through
Bei ng stal ked, being extorted, being harassed,
being tornented. W don't want this on
anybody.

You're an evil individual. You're a
horri bl e person, and yet | still wouldn't want
you to be stal ked and harassed and extorted by
t hese people. W have been threatened by them
constantly.

And you nmaking a nockery of it
online on YouTube. Oh, boy, your PR canpai gn.
Ch, boy. Your "Wat the Hales anti ecosystem™

| wouldn't give -- as horrible as you are as an
I ndi vidual, | don't even know how you sl eep at
night, to be honest. | don't know how a woman

sl eeps next to you, to be honest, and yet |
still wouldn't want your clients to do what
they've done to ne to you. They are horrific
peopl e.

It's safeguarding. |It's protecting.
It's accountability, and it's making sure this

doesn't happen in our |ives again.

Q Are you perform ng for YouTube now,
M. Hal es?
A. Are you on YouTube right now?
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ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

M . Shochet, are you able to control your
client and have himanswers questions directly?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET:

M. Matzkin, again, do you have a question for
nmy client? He answered your question. Do you
have anot her question, or I'll start ny cross?
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So you -- so you say that you played
the video of the deposition so that it woul dn't
happen to anybody else. | think that was in
t here sonewhere; am| right?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can
answer .

THE WTNESS: | -- why answer?
He's al ready asked. | nean, conme on. You' ve
got so nuch tinme. Federal court only all ows
you so much tine. Get to sonething real.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Well, so ny question is: |Is how
woul d pl aying that deposition the way you did
from Septenber 5th to 13th sonehow protect
ot hers from goi ng through what you went
t hr ough?

A. Real ly? So they see the Court
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system They see the corruption of a judge.
They see the corruption of Levy County. They
see what being stal ked on YouTube is |ike, the
hell that we've had to go through. And you
don't think they're going to learn fromthat
process? You don't think they're going to
learn, "Ch, this is howto justice system
works? Oh, this is howit doesn't work? On,
this is how-- this is what's going on?"

This is how | protect nyself. This
Is the nost inportant thing for anybody online,
an online personality, Is security, security,
security, security, or this is going to happen
to you, as well.

Ch, that's right. They said that |
ama child rapist, that | raped their daughter.
How woul d you respond if they said that about
you because you're probably next on their list?
How are you going to respond when they put up
i n your community? How are you going to
respond when they start saying that on your
reviews online? How are you going to respond
when these individuals say they're going to
shoot you in the face and feed you to gators?

This is a |l earning process and an
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educati onal process for anybody and everybody
out there. And you would think that you would
be smart enough -- | don't know how in the
worl d you passed the Bar -- but you would be
smart enough to know that that's the process in
the first place and to know that you just threw
in your hat with sone people that are extrenely
danger ous.

And here you are. And now you're
trying to protect yourself, but it ain't going
to work. And yet |'m protecting nyself by
i nformation out on the web.

Q Do you recall that Judge Davis said
he didn't want to see this on YouTube on
Septenber 4th when Ms. Preston dism ssed the

State Court tenporary restraining order agai nst

you?
Do you recall Judge Davis saying
t hat ?
A Judge Davis never said that.
Q And do you acknow edge that that

ni ght you specially made a YouTube broadcast --
a YouTube vi deo braggi ng about winning -- "I
Wn in Court" being the headline?

A. Agai n, Judge Davis never said that,
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1 nor do | renenber what videos | broadcast on
2 any given day. There's so nany.
3 ATTORNEY MATZKI N  Woul d you
4 like to take a break, Alyssa?
5 THE REPORTER No. Thank you.
6 ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | think
7 we'll go until 5:00, and so | think we should
8 probably take a break at, |like, 3:40 for ten
9 m nut es.
10 ATTORNEY SHOCHET: So you're
11 announci ng a break 22 mnutes before it? kay.
12 BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
13 Q So do you know who O ga Nel son is,
14 M. Hal es?
15 A Yes.
16 Q And who is O ga Nel son?
17 A Bi ol ogi cal aunt of Harley G ace.
18 Q And how do you know O ga Nel son?
19 A. | have never net her in person.
20 |"ve only nmet her through communi cati on.
21 Q And did you contact her, or did she
22 contact you originally?
23 A. | ' ve never contacted anybody in
24 regards to any of this. Everybody contacts ne.
25 Oga -- | don't even knowif it was O ga who
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contacted ne. It m ght have been Jessica.

Q Jessi ca who?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You can
say.

THE WTNESS: | don't have ny
phone to | ook at contacts.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Then you
don't have to answer.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q | s Jessica anot her aunt --
bi ol ogi cal aunt?

A Bi ol ogi cal aunt of Harley G ace.

Q And did you have a renote |ive
vi deo, you know, guest appearance by Ms. Nel son
and Jessica on one of your livestreans?

A Yes.

Q And did you discuss during that
livestreama -- initiating the Court proceeding
to have the Preston child renoved and gi ven
custody to thenf

A Can you rephrase it in a sinple,
easy-to-understand question instead of these
comrent s?

Q During the livestream on which
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Jessica and O ga Nel son appeared as your
guests, did you discuss wwth theminitiating --
theminitiating a court proceeding directed at
havi ng Harl ey Grace Preston taken fromthe
custody of Lynette Preston and given to thenf

A We di scussed an energency court
proceedi ng based on the living conditions, the
extrenely poor and, frankly, in ny opinion,
abusive living conditions of Harley G ace based
on the actions of Lynette Preston and John Cook
agai nst Harley G ace.

And let's see. W've got --
let's -- well, let's just dig into that a
little bit.

We've got Lynette claimng that John
Cook is an abuser, that she wants hi m out of
her life. That -- if that's happening to
Lynette, what do you think is happening to a
little child?

We've got Lynette stating all over
and in videos that John -- she doesn't trust
John with the child. W've got Lynette stating
in videos that the child is so sick --
life-threatening di sease that she can't be

around anyone, and yet we've got a livestream
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sitting on fat Lisa Lee's lap. Isn't that
interesting? Wth no face nask.

OCh, we al so have she's going to get
spanked in the nouth. W also have all the
W t nesses of actual people seeing Lynette
hitting her in the head. W have -- | nean,
the list goes on and on. Nails. ( ass.
"She's going to die fromthis. She's going to
die fromthat."

The extrene conditions are un- --
unfavorable for a child, especially one that
sonehow, soneway has a |ife-threatening
di sease.

Q So why woul d, to your understandi ng,
t he biol ogi cal aunts contact you about the
child s living conditions and dangers that
she's in?

A | don't know. \What about Lynette
posting that she noved out of the trailer to
get away from John Cook, to get Harley G ace
away from John Cook?

You know, this is your client's own
posting sayi ng about the person that she's
living with with this child. That's your

client.
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Oh, and there's so nuch nore. So
much nore. The endangernent of this child.
So, so nmuch nore.

So who do you think -- who do you
t hi nk when they reach out to Levy County
Children Services, and Levy County Children
Services absolutely ignore all of this? OCh, we
even have on video Levy County Chil dren
Servi ces com ng and not even doi ng an
I nvestigation on the property because it's too
hot, it's too hum d, and we've got nobsquitos,
and we show up with a sheriff, and then we
| eave.

You know, at sone point, people go,
“Where do | turn?' And them know ng t hat
Lynette has done this to so many peopl e, that
Lynette continues to ruin people's lives I|ike
this, but she has finally found sonebody who is
willing to stand up to her and hol d her
account abl e.

Ch, | would say they probably went,
"You know what? We should contact him He's
actually going to hold her accountable. Mybe
we can save this child."”

Q Got you. So they saw that you --
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you were the one that they sawwlling to stand
up to Lynette Preston, and so they contacted
you for help about the child; correct?

A Well, they definitely didn't go to
fat Lisa Lee and her "Save Harl ey G ace"
website. OCh. You know, the one where they
state that they're PR for Lynette, they're the
mout h piece for your client? That one. Yeah.
You know about that.

So they contacted ne because they
care. Wuld you be quiet and listen to ny
answer s?

They contacted ne because they | ove
that child. They contacted ne because they
care about that child. They contacted ne
because they're in fear for that child' s life
every single day around your clients.

They contacted ne because of the --
because of the verbal abuse. They contacted ne
because of the physical abuse. They contacted
me -- now, these are ny beliefs. | can't
answer the question for themwhy they contacted
nme. But | bet you're going to have an
opportunity to be in court to ask them

Q Ckay. Now - -
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A. Hold up a second. |'m not done.
How about we got an al nost 5-year-old on Route
98, one of the nobst dangerous hi ghways in
Florida, at night. And she's illegally walking
on the road with a child in a stroller who
isn't potty trained who's alnost 5 years ol d.

Boy, you know what? |If you' re not
contacting Levy County Children Services,
there's seriously sonmething wong with you,
seriously sonething wong with you, because you
know this situation, and yet you are quoted as
saying, "l don't give a fuck about the child.
|"mjust their |awer."
How dare you not care about a child?

Q So the -- you had called CPS on --

A. You're a mandatory reporter of child
abuse. Did you report it?

Q So you had call ed CPS before; right?

A. You're a mandatory reporter of child
abuse. How many tines have you called CPS and

reported this? Because you know what's goi ng

on.
Q You had called CPS before you had
the aunts on your livestreamp am| right?
A. How many tinmes have you call ed CPS?
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You're a mandatory child abuse reporter. Oh,
that's right. You don't care. You don't care.
You want fane for macaroni and cheese. Oh, ny
goodness. \WWat a | oke.

Al right. So | called CPS one
time. | don't know what date. | don't recall.
| don't remenber. One tine | called CPS based
of f of ny concerns.

Q Now, when they -- when Ms. Nelson --
Ms. Nel son and Jessica contacted you and you
had them on your stream and you were talking
about the dangerous conditions, et cetera, and
an energency proceeding, did you -- excuse
me -- did you offer to help themw th that
financially to pay for |lawers or a | awer?

A. No. |'ve never given them any noney
for | awers.

Q Did you donate a hoodi e that was
auctioned off for something |ike $15, 000, and
that noney was for themto use for this court
proceedi ng?

A So we auctioned off a hoodie. It
never got paid for. |'ve never given them any
noney for their |awyers.

Q Did you ever hear of an attorney
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Jenny Consuegra from M am ?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q Were you aware of the filing by
Attorney Consuegra wth O ga Nel son as her
client?

A Agai n, not to any know edge.

Q Vell --

A You're asking ne about a filing with

an attorney where | already told you "not to ny
know edge." How do you expect ne to answer a
question when |'ve already told you | don't
know t he attorney?

Q Ckay. But you, on your YouTube
broadcast, were regularly referring to an
ongoi ng energency court renoval proceeding to
save Harley G ace; right?

Do you acknow edge that you made
t hose statenents?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (njection
to form Conpound questi on.

THE WTNESS: | have no
authority to renove anyone from anypl ace. What
| do desire is for a child to be in a happy,
healthy living situation. And that is not with

your clients. It is evident to anyone,
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I ncluding you, that that is not the safe
envi ronnment that she deserves as a child.
| can't renove any child. | have no
authority, no power to renove any child. Wat
| can do is report when | see sonething is
I nappropriate. | can report when | see

sonething is wong. Wen | see sonething, |

can do the responsible adult thing -- which you
have yet neglected to do -- and actually report
it -- even though you're a nmandatory reporter.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So were you at all in the |oop, so
to speak, wth respect to the filing by dga
Nel son using Attorney Consuegra seeking to
access the adoption file pertaining to Harley
Grace Preston?

A | amnot involved in any of that.

Q Were you involved in hel ping arrange
a crew of people to retrieve LI oyd Canpbell's
RV and other itenms from M. Preston's property?

A No. I'minvolved in helping a
veteran who is afraid for his life, who reached
out to ne and asked for help.

Q And did the -- did you actively

arrange for any of the followng individuals to
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participate in this hel p?
Mart ha George Ri zk? No. Strike
that. Not Martha CGeorge R zk.

A Yeah. | would say you got to
strike. You obviously don't even know your
clients or your case. That's for sure.

Q Did you specifically ask Deanna \West
to participate in that effort?

A. Not to ny recollection. And let's
be very, very, clear: It is Lloyd Canpbell who
had all full access and legal rights to the
property as a tenant, who asked for us to help
renove his personal property as he had every
| egal right to renove that personal property.

Q So did you -- did you ask Deanna
West, "Hey, can you help out get Lloyd' s
property off of Ms. Preston's property"?

A | don't recall. | seriously doubt
it. She probably volunteered to say "I want to
hel p him' because that's the type of person she
I'S.

Q Well, then how woul d she have known
that there was this need?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection

to form Calls for specul ation.
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Answer, if you know.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So it's your testinony that you're
not the one who told Deanna West about this,
and that's what |ed to her hel pi ng?

A No recol |l ection of how Deanna West
knows about hel ping, and nor would | ever have
forced her or told her to do such a thing.

Q And did you have any -- did you
contact Rex Wods and ask himif he would help
renove Ll oyd Canpbell's property?

A No, | did not.

Q And did you contact Therese G anger
and ask if she would hel p?

A No, | did not.

Q And did ask you contact Stephen
Granger and asked if he woul d hel p?

A No. Stephen G anger contacted ne
and asked if | could help, and I said, "No, |
can't help. I'min Chio."

Q So Stephen Granger called you on the
phone, did he?

A. Again, | don't recall.

Q But is it your testinony, though,

that the first tinme you becane aware of LI oyd
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Canmpbel |l needing to get his stuff off the
property was Stephen G anger calling you?

A. | don't recall if it was a phone
call or what it was. But Stephen G anger is
the one that nade ne aware that LlIoyd Canpbel |
was in fear for his life and that he needed
hel p sonehow, soneway to renove all of his
property fromthe property he had all | egal
access to as a tenant.

Q So was that call from Stephen
Granger before or after you broadcasted a phone
call with Lloyd Canpbel | ?

A Bef or e.

Q And were you -- and were you -- did
you ask Travis WIllis if he would be invol ved
i n hel ping renove the property?

A | don't recall if I contacted himor
not .

Q Ckay. So you don't recall
contacting any of the five individuals, Deanna
West, Therese G anger, Stephen G anger, Rex
Whods, Travis WIlis? Your testinony is you
don't recall contacting any of themto ask them
if they would participate in hel ping renove

LI oyd Canpbell's stuff?
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A | don't recall.

Q And you don't know how any of them
woul d have known about this m ssion other than
you telling then?

A Yeah, the sane way | did. Ll oyd
contacted ne.

Q So Ll oyd contacted you out of the
bl ue?

A. Oh, ny goodness. You literally just
tal ked about a video of a phone call with
LI oyd, and now you' re asking ne?

Qovi ously, he contacted ne.

Q But it was the first tinme you had
ever had communi- -- it was just a phone call,
“"H, I'"mLIoyd Canpbell, M. Hales. | need

your hel p"?
A The first tinme |'ve ever had any
type of contact wth LI oyd Canpbell.
Q And how did he get your nunber? Do
you know?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bjection
to form
Answer, if you know.
THE W TNESS: Yes, | know.

St ephen Granger gave it to him
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BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Now, you were aware, were you not,
that the filing for the energency renoval of
Harl ey Grace Preston was denied by the Court?

You | earned that maybe through sone
-- maybe Two Lee's or otherw se, but you
| earned that; right?
A. No.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form Hold on.
(bj ection to form
THE WTNESS: | don't know
about it any way.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So you're not aware -- you're not
aware that the Court -- the famly |aw court
deni ed what was filed by O ga Nel son through

her | awyer seeking --

A. | literally just said |I'm not aware.

This is the first -- now, regardl ess of ne
screen recording everything that Two Lee's
posts, it goes straight to a | awer team and
then it's going to court.

So regardl ess of whether | have

every screenshot of every little thing that
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they've said and they've done, | don't actually
watch, and I don't listen. It goes to a |egal
team and it will be handled in court.

So this is the first |I'm hearing
anyt hi ng about this.

Q Ckay. To be clear, right now ne
telling you is the first tinme you' re |earning
that that proceeding seeking to -- to take
Harl ey Grace and put her with the biol ogical
aunts -- you're just now | earning that that was
deni ed by the Court?

A. To ny conplete and total
recollection, this is the first tine |'ve heard
anyt hi ng about it.

Q But you were reqgqularly referring to
it on your YouTube broadcasts, and then when it
was deni ed, you haven't referred to it since.

So you're saying that's just a
coi nci dence?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: (bj ection
to form Conpound question. Lack of
conpetence. Calls for specul ation.

But outside of that, subject to ny
objection, if he tries to raise it with the

magi strate, you can answer.
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ATTORNEY MATZKIN: These are
al | inproper speaking objections.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q But in any event, is it a
coi nci dence that --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: No, it's
not .
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q ls it a --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: He can
answer, subject to ny objection.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Is it a coincidence that the sane
time the Court denied that proceedi ng and that
that fact was publicly broadcast -- and you
t hen suddenly stopped tal king about this
energency renoval proceeding -- that's not

because you knew that the Court had denied the

filing?
A Absol utely not. So why don't you
give nme -- since you're tal king about tine

frame, why don't you give ne the tine frane
when this actually happened?
Q Well, I"mnot going to take ten

m nutes to go | ooking through records.
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A No? You'll take ten mnutes to ask
this stupid question over and over and over
again in the formof a statenent because you
don't literally know how to actually
communi cate and ask a question. You'll waste
nmore than ten m nutes.

Q You posted a photograph | ast week
that appears to be taken fromthe top of a
vehicle so that it could be high enough to
capture an i mage above the six-foot-high
privacy fence; is that correct?

A No, it's not correct. There's no
footage -- or no photo fromany top of a
vehi cl e.

Q Ch. Is there a photo, though, that
you brought -- that you showed on your YouTube
page -- on your YouTube channel that does show
over the fence into the property of
Ms. Preston?

A You nean literally that | can see
everything as | drive by? Is that what you're
referring to?

Q |"mreferring to a photograph where
the fence is shown, and you can see over the

fence because of the height of the canera.
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A. You going to show it so | can say

whet her | recognize it or not?

Q |"mnot going to showit. | don't
have it. |'m asking --

A Wll, why didn't you cone prepared?

Q So you don't know which photo |'m

referring to?

A There are photos upon phot os upon
phot os upon photos upon photos. So which one
are you referring to? Wy didn't you cone
prepared to show it?

Q Have you taken any photos -- have
you posted any photos over the fence show ng
I nside the property -- Ms. Preston's property?

A. What's the difference what | can see
over the fence, or there was no fence, and |
can see all the sanme stuff? There is no
di ff erence.

So let's get down to your
term nol ogy. "Over the fence" neans absolutely
nothing. Wen | drive by, |I can see
everything. That fence neans not hing.

Now, it does give ne a little bit
nore of security know ng that John Cook is

drunk nost of the day, and there's a little
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sonething nore for a bullet to go through
I nstead of nme or CGeorge or Deanna or sone other
| oved one.

But the reality is that fence does
absolutely nothing. | can see all the sane

things | saw before when | drive by.

Q s it your -- is it your position
that -- that Ms. Preston is a public figure?
A. It's not ny position. It's a fact.

Anybody who runs to the newspapers, anybody who
runs to the actually news channels, anybody who
has put hundreds and hundreds of GoFundMes to
exploit a child for noney instead of getting a
job and actually being wlling to take care of
that child, any individual who runs for public
office and literally fails is a public
i ndi vi dual .

Anybody who runs -- | don't know.
Last count | had 13 Facebook groups pronoting
herself as a public individual. Pronoting the
turtle rescue. Pronoting. Pronoting.
Pronoting. Wanting to | aunch her YouTube
channel which, by the way -- and she wants to
conpl ai n about people posting pictures of the

child -- her main profile picture is the child
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on YouTube.

Your client is a public person.
Channel 20 reporter? OCh. Let ne run as fast
as | can out to Channel 20 and |ie to Channel
20. "

So your client who runs to the news
station. Your client who contacts newspapers.
Your client who runs for office. Your client
who literally asked a judge in Levy County,
“"Can | run again for Town Hall?" Wo has
al ready ran for Town Hall.

"' m going to keep goi ng on because
your client is a -- your client is a public
figure. Soliciting public funds. Solicit- --
oh, wait. Wiit. Hold on a second. That's
your client on Two Lee's In a Pod. That's your

clients, both John Cook --

Q Ckay.
A. -- and the pickles and the fam --
hey, |I'm not done. Shut up, and li sten.

That's your client who out there on
MIltowns Best. That's your client all over
YouTube. That's your client all over Facebook.
That's your client all over the newspaper

stating "What the Hales." That's your client
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on Channel 20. That's your client at town

hall. That's your client in all these public
records. That's your client in court who says
she doesn't want anything to do with this.
That's your client that says she doesn't want
to be on YouTube, and yet she's on a livestream
in the lap of fat Lisa Lee.

That's your client who wants to have
nmy channel renoved under your direction in your
“"Anti What the Hal es ecosystem™ Your client
is a public figure.

Q Okay. Now, is it because of her
status as a public figure that you feel it's
okay to do so many vi deos focused on her and
her property condition and the safety of her
child and calling for the child to be renpoved?

|s it because of her status as a
public figure that you feel that it's okay for

you to do that?

A Excuse ne. Wiat? The channel nane
is "What the Hales." It's not "What the
Lynette." It's not "What the Crook." It's

"What the Hales."
This is the story of ny life and how
they invaded ny |ife, how they canme, and they
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actually stal ked nme which they've been found
guilty of.

They have broken the violations.
They have been found guilty of -- they will be
found guilty again. W wll actually file
again on nore than we tal ked about today.

It is your clients that have stal ked
me, defanmed ne, tornented ne, harassed ne. |
am exercising ny First Amendnent rights. [|'m
exercising -- shut up, and |isten.

| " m exercising --

Q You know what? |'mgoing to --

A -- ny right to actually safeguard
nysel f, protect nyself and when Levy County
Sheriff and the Court systemfails to nmake sure
there's sone type of accountability in ny life.

It's "What the Hales.” [It's not
"What the Lynette."” It's not "Wat the Crook."
It's not "What the HG "

Now, there's also a child that is
living in despicable conditions. Pooping in a
bucket. Peeing in a bucket. Alnbst 5 -- no.
Now 5 years old. Can't even go to the
bat hroom Not even potty trained yet.

Shoul d be in school, but we both
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know your client won't allow that to happen
because if they found out she's got |ice and
she's living in lice and she can't even
formulate full sentences and she's so far
behi nd devel opnental ly, that she'll be reported
to children services yet again.

There's a serious issue. Achild's
safety is at stake. And you don't seemto
care. And that makes you a pathetic
i ndividual. Especially, as | continue to tell
you, you are a nandatory reporter, and you've
reported not hing.

Q So why are you doing --

A It's ny life. This is ny channel
docunenti ng what they've done to destroy ny
life. You ve tried to recruit others to cone
in and destroy ny life, which is all in
writing.

How stupid can a | awer be?
Seriously? How stupid? You think you're going
to get away with this? Uh-huh. Never going to
happen. Never going to happen.

Your clients who have cone in,
invaded ny life wanting noney, wanting fane,

wanti ng donations, and then you junping on
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board because you want the exact sane thing.
You recruiting others guaranteeing them
telling themyou're going to increase their
vViews, you're going to increase their incone.

Q Done?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Counsel,
when there's silence, it neans he's finished.
BY ATTORNEY NMATZKI N:

Q So why -- why do you believe it's
your responsibility to becone involved in the
child situation?

A. Are you that dunmb? | just told you.
You're a nmandatory reporter. It's your
responsibility, as well.

What have you done about it?

Q My question was: Wy do you feel
it's your responsibility to becone invol ved?

A When you saw the video of her on 911
calling Levy County Sheriff that she threatens
to spank the child in the nouth, did you

call -- did you call CPS?

You're a mandatory reporter. | know
you saw it. You know she said it. | know she
saidit. It's all public information. Because
I''m - -
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Q Then why --

A. -- shut up, and listen -- because |
am an actual responsibl e individual who cares
about children who can't defend thensel ves.
We've got a court reporter in here that just
told us her children were going to day care.

Do you think if sonething would happen to her
ki ds, that she wouldn't want sonebody calling
and protecting her Kkids?

And yet here you are smrking. Yet
here you are smrking wth that giant nose that
sonebody al ready broke. Here you are smrking
at a canera because you' ve done nothing to
protect this child. It's your responsibility.
It's ny responsibility, it's Randy's
responsibility, it's Alyssa's responsibility to
protect those who can't protect thensel ves:
Children, the elderly such as LI oyd Canpbell
who feared his life fromyour clients. That's
why | feel responsibility, because there is a
human responsibility.

You know, there are sone humans out
there that have hearts. They actually care
about other people. They don't try to take
advant age of other people. They try and better
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their |ives.

And when | see things such as
despi cabl e living conditions, when | see
backwards -- literally backwards devel opnent al
in a child, when | see individuals com ng
forward who originally, initially, actually
bel i eved Lynette but now who are com ng forward
to protect a child, it's their responsibility,
as wel .

When the truth is actually shared,
which is what | do on What the Hal es, actual
truth, not Two Lee's in a Pod that snell |ike
cod, not two lies that you | ove to hang out
wi t h.

And yet you know what? You're
tal king about the tineline. Al of the sudden,
you know that you're incrimnating yourself
within these lawsuits, and now you're absent.
Ch, but you're still posting, calling people,
you know -- let's see -- norons, idiots.

You' re the nost unprof essional
| awyer |'ve ever witnessed in ny life, and
frankly, you' re the best |awer |'ve never had
to pay in ny life because you literally

incrimnate your clients and yourself over and
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over and over again.

It's your responsibility to protect
that child. 1It's ny responsibility to protect
that child. And where others fail, we need to
step up.

There is -- there is all kinds of
harassnent on Facebook fromyou. There's all
ki nds of the harassnents on Facebook from
others incited by you. There's all kinds of
harassnent on YouTube and Facebook by your
clients.

This child should not have to live
this way: |Isolated. You have a deputy, a
corporal who you're so foolish to nane in a
| awsuit, who is literally telling Lynette, "Do
not lock that child in that canper.”

That child is isolated from peopl e.
That child is isolated fromgrowh. That child
Is isolated and being abused. It's ny
responsibility to report it. It's your
responsibility to report it.

Q Ckay. But why did -- why was it
necessary for you to nake nunerous vi deos
focused on the child being renoved --

A Ch, ny goodness.
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Q -- and this proceedi ng?
A. Ch, ny goodness. Wat's the nane of
the channel, Bruce? OCh, wait. |[|'msorry.

Deuce. What's the nane of the channel, deuce?
VWhat is it? Is it "Wiat the child"? Wat's

t he nane of the channel ?

Q But it's not your child.

A. Say it.

Q Wiy was it --

A. Say it.

Q -- your responsibility?

A. Say the nane of the channel.

Q It wasn't a relative of yours. Wy

woul d you take it on your responsibility --
A. Say the nane of the channel.
THE REPORTER: Pl ease wait for
himto finish his question, M. Hales. Please.

THE W TNESS: Yes, ma' am

Al yssa, | apol ogize that you're a part of this.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q So why was -- why did you take it on

as your responsibility to devote your YouTube
content to a canpaign of saving the child by
havi ng her renoved?

A. My YouTube content is ny life. Your
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clients invaded ny life. They stal ked ne,
attenpted to use ne, and have abused ny nane,
and they have attenpted to destroy ny incone

and ny busi nesses nostly under the direction of

you.
Q Ckay. Do you --
A It's "What the Hales.”
Q Do you think --
A "What the Hal es.”
Q Do you --
A "What the Hales."
Q Do you --
A. The channel is about ny life; your

clients invaded ny life. They stal ked ne.
They harassed ne.
This is what's going on in ny life.

You want it to end? Tell your clients to get
heal t hy and stop doi ng what they do. Wy would
you actually represent theminstead of further
i ncrimnating them and yoursel f?

Q | s this being videotaped, to your
know edge? |Is this deposition being

vi deot aped, to your know edge, M. Hal es?

A. Does it matter?
Q | have a question. | need an
STENO.COM
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answer. Is it being videotaped, to your
know edge?
A. Here's the answer: This is ny life.
Q Just --
A There is no YouTube personality.

There is no YouTube content. This is ny life.
No matter if I"min a storage unit, no natter
if I"mcutting down trees on ny property, no
matter if |'m being stal ked by your clients, ny
life gets videoed and shared. M life. Not
yours that you have now invaded ny life, as
wel |, and now you're worried that it's being
vi deoed? You're worried that -- you're worried
it's going to be videoed?

You're the one that literally has
posted publicly that you can't wait to depose
me. You fool. You are an ignorant fool. Shut

up, and listen when |'m answeri ng your

guesti ons.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Hold on a
second. Just -- I'mgetting a -- in ny upper
right corner, it says "recording." And |'m not

recording it, and | hope you're not, sir.
Vell, | see ared light. It says "recording."

|"mgoing to take a screenshot of it.
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THE REPORTER: Counsel, | can
explain. Counsel, | can explain. That's for
Steno' s backup purposes if | were to | ose the
feed. That's all it's for. It gets destroyed
after 14 days of the deposition being taken.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Ckay. |I'm
going to ask your conpany to preserve it.

THE REPORTER:  You can neke a
request to them

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: | will do
that. Okay.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q Okay. So now that we know t hat
Steno has a backup recording, ny question to
M. Hales is: To your know edge, is this being

vi deo recorded by your arrangenent?

A Does it matter?
Q Yes.
A. VWiy? You're the one that is online.

You're the one that's gl oating, saying you
can't wait to depose ne. You're the one that's
gloating, and you're the one that's telling Two
Lee's that you're going to put that all out
there on their channel. You're the one

literally stating this. Wat do you care --
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Q Are you --
A -- if it's being recorded?

Shut up, and |listen. Keep your
mout h shut. Gosh, for as big of a nose that
you have, your nouth is even bigger.

Listen. You're the one that's out
there telling everybody you can't wait to
depose ne, and yet here you are cowering |like a
little child. You're whining at the beginning,
“lI don't want to record it." Now you're -- now
you' re whi ni ng nore about recordings.

What's wong? Are you feeling
guilty? You feeling |ike you haven't taken up
your responsibilities and done the right thing
for your clients and for yourself? Al of a
sudden, you got a noral conpass?

The recordi ng nakes no difference
what soever. There is no gag order. There is
no court order. And there's you publicly
stating you can't wait to depose ne. There's
young publicly stating that the deposition is
going to be online on Two Lee's. There's you
stating all these things.

Q So the question, again, is: Oher

t han the backup recording by Steno, are you
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havi ng this deposition videotaped?

A Attorney/client privilege.
Q No, it's not.
A Yeah, it is. [It's a conversation

wth ny attorney, and |I'm not tal king about it
outside of ny conversation with ny attorney.

Q | don't want anything about your
conversation with your attorney. |It's just a
yes-or-no question.

A That's why | just told you,
attorney/client privilege.

Q |s this video -- is this deposition
bei ng vi deotaped by you through your request or
order or arrangenent?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Counsel,
|l et nme save you tine. The answer is no. kay.
And | am preserving the video, so it is being
recorded, as you now are nade awar e.

BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

Q So, M. Hales, why wouldn't you just
tell me "no"?

A Well, you being the individual that
publicly stated that you were so -- you

couldn't wait to depose ne, and that you're

going to put the depositions online, why would
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It matter?
Q So the answer is no --
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Counsel --
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q -- it's not being videotaped?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: -- for the
record, that I'mnot recording it. The court
reporter is. Are you recording this right now?
This is a question that involve -- involves
Fl orida | aw.
So are you recording this right now?
ATTORNEY MATZKIN: There is a
guesti on.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Onh, you're
not going to answer that? kay.
BY ATTORNEY MATZKI N:
Q M. Hales, is this deposition being
vi deot aped by you -- at your request by anybody
that you asked to videotape it or hired to
vi deotape it? Yes or no?
A Not to ny know edge.
Q Al right. Do you have any videos
of Mchelle -- of Lynette Preston or John Cook
stal king you? Vi deos.

A Ch, ny goodness. Ch, ny goodness.
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Q O her than -- okay. | guess you're
going to tell nme about the ones you've turned
into the police, et cetera.

O her than the ones we m ght have
al ready di scussed today, do you have any vi deos
of them that you claimshow t hem stal ki ng you?

A. Let's back up. Let's back up with
your ignorant question.

First of all, they' ve already been

found guilty as such. So the argunent is --

Q My question was about videos.
Vi deos.

A. Shut up, and listen. Shut your
nmout h.

Q kay. Okay. So we're going to end
ri ght now.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You guys

are both interrupting each ot her.

F

Not yet, Alyssa. |'ve got a few
things to say. Thank you. kay.
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Just do a

qui ck questi on.
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ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  There will
be no nore questions today. GCkay? Listen to
me, M. Shochet. There wll be no nore
guesti ons today.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Yes, there

will.
ATTORNEY MATZKIN:. There is
not -- - -
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Go ahead.
ATTORNEY MATZKI N  1'm
going -- I'mgoing to speak, and when |'m done

you can speak, okay, on the record. But |I'd
like you to put it on nute while | speak so
that M. Hales and you don't interrupt. Ckay?
Thank you.

So I'mgoing to end the questioning
for today. And what | plan to do is to procure
a copy of the backup video from Steno as wel |
as the transcript and the audio file, so three
separate formats, and | intend to file an
appropriate notion with the Court.

And | intend to ask the Court to
review the deposition video that wll be
presented to him and | wll ask the Court to

do a nunber of things in the alternative.
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"1l ask themto dism ss the case.
| wll ask themto inpose sanctions, including
the cost to pay Steno for today's deposition,
and for ny tine.

And | will -- and | will ask themif
neither dism ssed -- and/or whether they award
costs to enter appropriate orders addressing
the situation that has presented itself here
t oday.

And so | have endeavored to nove on
t hrough ny questioning and progress down ny
list of questions, which still has quite a | ong
way to go, and woul d have never been conpl et ed
in just today or one seven-hour deposition
given all the tine wasted by M. Hales on his
tirades.

So |l will, of course, be asking the
Court, if it's not dismssed, that | wll be
entitled to continuing M. Hales' deposition as
necessary to get through ny |ines of
questioning in an efficient way and to ny
satisfaction and, thereby would need an order,
according to the rules, to go beyond the single
day. So | intend to file that request.

| do not intend to proceed on
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Wednesday with the deposition of Martha George
Rizk. | amnotifying you here and now on this
record that | am postponing that deposition
indefinitely.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: W need a
notice of cancellation, sir.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | am
post poning that definition -- that deposition
indefinitely. You will not receive a separate
notices. |'ll send you an E-mail to confirm

That is what you will get. There's

no formal notice of cancellation.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Tell ne
t hrough witten communication. W're going to
be here.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | wll
E-mail you confirmng what I'mtelling you now,
and if you want to cone any way, then you'll do
it know ng that there won't be any court
reporter or opposing counsel. Ckay?

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: 1'll do so
unl ess you do a notice of cancell ation sonehow.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  What el se?
M . Shochet --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: You say
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you're term nating, but yet you keep talking.
So I'mgoing to --

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:  Yes.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: - -
termnate it nyself.

ATTORNEY MATZKIN. | don't
take -- | don't lightly -- | don't lightly --
don't lightly go to court about an opposing
counsel, but I am-- | find it --

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: All right.

ATTORNEY MATZKI N:

necessary in this case.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Madam Court
Reporter, we are now going to | eave since he's
term nated the deposition. And | guess we
won't see you Wednesday.

(A discussion was held off the
record.)

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: M. Matzkin
off the record briefly said that he's not
avai | abl e on Wednesday for a deposition that
was schedul ed on Friday. He did notice
Ms. Rizk's deposition for Wednesday.

So I'mgoing to ask you,

M. Mtzkin, you're not -- you were avail able
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as of five seconds ago, but now you're not
going to be avail abl e on Wednesday.

You' ve al so previously told ne in an
E-mail that | could schedule a deposition at
any time. So |I'd ask you to state, since
you're going to send this video to the Court,
what is your conflict for Wdnesday?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN:  You have a

noti ced deposition for Friday, and | intend to
attend. And that is all | will say. Thank
you.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: |' m goi ng

to renotice it for Wednesday, and we expect you
to appear unless you say what your conflict is.
You' ve already told ne in an E-mail | can
schedul e a deposition at any tine.
Now t hat you've given up Wdnesday,

"Il reschedul e the deposition for Friday on
Wednesday. Ckay?

ATTORNEY MATZKIN: | won't be
appeari ng on Wednesday.

ATTORNEY SHOCHET: All right.
Let's go -- let's finish, go back off the
record. Thank you, everybody.

THE REPORTER: M. Shochet,
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before we go off, do you need a copy of the
transcript?
ATTORNEY SHOCHET: Well, we'll
read, so send ne a copy. Sure.
(Ther eupon, the deposition was
concluded at 4:01 p.m Signature was not

wai ved. )
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CERTI FI CATE
|, JEREMY B. HALES, do hereby certify that I
have read the foregoing transcript and it is a
true and correct copy of ny deposition, except
for the changes, if any, nade by nme on the

attached Deposition Correction Sheet.

Dat e
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COMVMONVEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A )
SS

N

COUNTY OF BERKS
CERTI FI CATE

I, Alyssa AL Repsik, a notary public in and
for the Conmmonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a, do hereby
certify that the wtness, JEREMY B. HALES, was
by ne first duly sworn to testify the truth,

t he whole truth, and nothing but the truth;
that the foregoing deposition was taken at the
time and place stated herein; and that the said
depositi on was recorded stenographically by ne
and then reduced to typewiting under ny
direction and constitutes a true record of the
testi nony given by said w tness.

| further certify that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, or attorney of any of the parties or
a relative or enpl oyee of either counsel and
that | amin no way interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affi xed ny seal of office this 5th day
of Decenber 2024.

C2£%4¢0~ . iziwf“mﬁ&»\\

Alyssa'A. Repsik, Notary Public
Court Reporter

Not ary Public

Ber ks County

My Comm ssion Expires March 12, 2028
Comm ssi on Nunber 1296614
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