


THE PRAISE OF FAITH

HE keynote of my message this after-
T noon is found in II. Chron xx. 15.
“Thus saith the Lord uato you, Be
not afraid nor dismayed by reason of
this great multitude, for the battle is
not_yours, but God’s.” That is a won-
derfully good reason for mnot bemg
afraid. If we would only stop oftener to
think of the reason for courage and con-
fidence we would never get fainthearted
in the fight, would we? Jesus said to
Jairus, “Fw_only"m_iﬂg” The Bi-
ble is full of commands and encourage-
ments to cease from our t1m1d1ty Our
‘hearts are easily panic stncken, but God
tells us to be strong and very oourageous?
Here we have it again in the seventeenth
verse, “Ye shall not need to fight in this
battle; set yourselves, stand ye still, and
see the salvation of the Lord with you.)
Fear not nor be dism-ayed,/ tomorrow go
out against them, for the Lord will be
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with you.’/ This is the secret of strength,
“The Lord with us,” and the battle be-
ing His not ours, we have nothing to do
but to set it in array the very best we can
and then watch undismayed to see Him
work out the victory from seeming de-
feat. When a great multitude of tempta-
tions and diffieulties rise up against us,
we are too apt to be deluded by the devil
into looking at them, ‘as Peter looked at
. the waves, instead of keeping our eyes
on Jesus. /We can only endure by seeing
Him who is_invisible, by looking “not
at the things which are seen” but at those
that are unseen and eternal/

" When Elisha’s young man beheld the
hosts of Syria encompassing Dothan with
horses and chariots, a mighty force sent
out with special charge to capture the
prophet, he said, “Alas, my master, what
shall we do? % Fear not,” rings out the
prophet’s reply, “Fear noty for they that
- be with us are more than they that be
with them” “And the Lord opened the
eyes of the young man” to behold things
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invisible and eternal, “and behold the
mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire around about Elisha.”

Is the enemy encamped all round about
you, leaving no loophole of escape from
trouble? Lift your heads and rejoice!
Your Redeemer is strong/ You are weak,
’tis true, but what of that? Ye shall not
need to fight in this battle/ “Fear not;
be not dismayed.”” Some of you have
been fighting your own battles all the
week instead of trusting them to Jehov- -
ah. Will you not yield the struggle and
trust? “For'thus saith the Lord God,
the Holy One of Israel:/ Mﬂ’_fmm’gg
and rest shal]l ye be sayed, in ‘quietness
and confidence shall be your strength,”

" Isn’t that easier than striving and
struggling until you are exhausted soul
and body, nerves on edge; and face shad-
owed with dark lines of care and pain
and perplexity? “Look unto Me and be
ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.” Isn’t
that easier?

Set your battle in array, then stand
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'still and see the salvation of the Lord!
Oh, when will we learn to cease from ou;)
own works and let Jesus do it all, tha
He may have all the glory? -
“And all . Judah fell before the Lord,
worshipping the Lord.” T
When God gives us in these days, such
a command as tthat, to stand still and see
His salvation, we do not always bow our
heads in worship/ Some of us are apt ft&\
talk back to Him. We say, “Surely Lord, '

- this thing and that thing can’t take care,

3

of itself; I must worry it through sonﬁf :

how.” We feel as though we are very
. necessary and nothing is going to be done
-if we keep still. - Of course, things can’t
take care of themselves, but if you will
only cast the care on Him, He will take
care of them-and of you too.

But instead of doing it we are alwa@
so full of reasons and arguments to just,/
fy ourselves. God knows what foolish
creatures we are, wanting to reason ev-
ery step of the way, so He accommodates
Himself to our weakness, and reasons



THE PRAISE OF FAITH. 11

with us, “Casting all your care upon Him,_
because He careth for you.” What a
sweet reasopn! D
But some of us have got past that rea-
soning stage. f We have proved Him so
often, and come by long intimacy to un-
derstand Him so well, that He does not
need to give us any' more reasons or ex-
planations.) We need only the faintest
intimation of His wishes to be ready to
obey, and perfectly willing to trust Him
to take care of the results. _
After worshipping the Lord, Judah
stood up to praise the Lord, praising Him
by faith before their eyes had seen the
~Victory, and they praised Him with a loud )
voice.
- Early in the morning King Jehoshaphat
leads out his army into the wilderness
of Tekoa, where to all human foresight
certain destruction awaited them, but he
encouraged them with his own sublime
faith: “Believe in the Lord your God, so
shall ye be egtablished; believe His pro-
phets, so shall ye prosper.”
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And he appoints singers to the Lord
there in the desert, in the face of a foe
far superior to his army in numbers;
* singers_to praise the beauty of holiness
and to say, “Praise the Lord for His mer-
cy endureth forever.”

“Believe,” “Only Believe.” Some of
you tell me you are so sick of hearing
that word, “believe.” You don’t know
how to believe. You dorn’t understand
what Christian teachers mean by faith,
and you wish they would get some easi-
er word. Well, I will give you an easier
one, :f*Let go.”, It means just the same
thing:* Can &'3;0'11 understand “Let go?”
Drop into the mother arms of God, that_
are always outstretched to take you. As .
the eagle mother spreads her broad pin- |
ions below the nest to catch the young ea- ‘1\
glets as they drop out and try to fly, so
the wideness of God’s mercy is pledged
to catch you up, and to hold you, and- (,V
keep you whenever you will let go of all
these other things you are holding on to, [
and will trust Him alone and en-tirely./
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I seem to see that little handful of an
army marching out, shoulder to shoulder,
to meet the mighty host of the enemy.
What weapons of war will they use? Why
they have but one, and that is “praise,”
‘victory by faith in God. |

They put singers in front to sound
God’s praises aloud, as they march along.
These very notes of victory begin to sow_
seeds of panic and fear in the enmemy’s
hearts.” Wonderful salvation of GodV
Who would not be willing to stand still
from his own works to see it? His name
shall be called Wonderful.

" The singers were to praise the “Beauty
of Holiness,” that beauty which belongs
only to the Holy One/ Whatever of this
beauty is seen in us, He puts there. It is
only the shining out of the life He lives
in us. Have you been trying to exhi-
bit the Beauty of Holiness in your life
and countenance, and have you found it
a complete failure? And do you wonder
why? Tt is just because brambles cannot
bring forth grapes. But if you will die,
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if you will let the Holy Ghost consume
you to ashes, then He will give you “beau-
ty for ashes, the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness/ and you shall be
called trees of righ’teousnesas,/ the planting
of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”
You have tried so hard to be holy and
you could not, but hear Him whisper, ¢
can”’ Take Jesus in your heart as the)
Overcomexf; and praise Him by faith unt;j
you have manifest and complete victor
One brother who was full of the joy of
the Lord, said to another who was cast
down,(“It is by the praise of faith that
- we overcome the én-emy.) Now you-say,
“Praise the Lord.”” “I cTa.nnlo(t say it un-
til T feel it in my soul,” replied the oth-
ér. “Yes, you can say it by faith)? So
he said it very faintly and dejectedly, and
sorrowfully, ‘“Praise the Lord;” (sigh).
But the joyful brother made him say it
again. And this time it was not quite so
much like a dirge. Then the happy broth-
er, pointing to a little hill close by, said,
“Are you willing to follow my prescrip-
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tion?” “Yes,” said the other. “Very
well, walk to the top of that hill, and
say ‘Praise the Lord, every step of the
way.”

He did so and by the time he got to the
top he was shouting happy, and they
sang the Lord’s praises lt»o,g;afbhver./ v

Now, in the twenty-second verse we
read, “And Wherwm
to —praise, /the Lord set ambushments
. against the children of Ammon, Moab
and Mt. Seir, which were come against
Judah and they were smitten.” It was
even when they began, when they raised
their first notes of praise, that the Lord
set ambushments against their enemies.
The Lord began to work as soon as they
began to praise and not betore/ Oh, it is
wonderful how Jesus can work when by
faith we take the victory as already ac-
complished and begin to praise Him!

What bhappened for the deliverance of
Jehoshaphat and his people? Why two |
of the allied armies began to fight the
third, and when they had demolished
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them they turned upon each other and
destroyed one another until all the plain
was filled with dead bodies and “none es-
caped.”

God had told them they needed not to 2
fight in that battle. They stood on His
promise, and began to praise Him) As
'yo;l; enemies will begin to devour each
other, one trouble eating up another trou-
ble, until there is nothing left. L.

The twenty-fifth verse tells us that
“They were three days in gathering of
the spoil, it was so much.A\ Beloved, God
~“never lets a battle or a trial come into our

lives but there are spoils with it. Never
" a real time of trial of faith but there are
great riches at the epd. Instead of be-
ing 1mp01er1shed hy thefi we get richer
by every trial in which our faith ‘shines
out clearly and sings DF&I‘SQ_S

Oh, the idea of complaining when ev-
erything is working together for good to
us. What ungrateful hearts we have
not to praise Him mqre; His heart toward
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us is so full of love He can give us noth-
ing but blessing. )

Twenty-sixth verse, “And on the fourth
day they assembled themselves in the
Valley of Berachah (that is blessing) for
there they blessed the name of the Lord.”

Every one of us can go into this valley
of blessing each day, now. There is a
highway to it, a new and living Wé,y
through Jesus. We go down there in our
selfishness, our weakness, our pride, our
ingratitude, our cé:rna.l-mindedness, and
worldliness, and there let Him crucify us
to self and raise us again to newness of
life in Him.

Twenty-eighth verse, “And they came
to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps
and trumpets into the house of the Lord.”

In II. Chron. v. 18, 14, we read, “It came
even to pass as the trumpeters and sing-
ers were as one, to make one sound to be

heard in prajsing and thanking the
and when they lifted up their voices with
the trumpets and cymbals and instru-
ments of music, and praised the Lord,

—
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’ saying, For He is good; for His mercy
endureth forever, that then the house was
filled 'with a cloud, even the House of
the Lord; so that the priests could not

_stand to minister by reason of the cloud;.
for the glory of the Lord had filled the
House of God.”

- Why did that supreme glory come? Be-
cause of the unity of pr'aise/ A great/
" blessing comes to any one soul who prais- N
es the Lord all alone; but when these lit-
‘tle rivérs of praise roll- together theyé
make a mighty flood/ Then God can come
in- His Shekinah glory and flood the tem-
ple so that the priests cannot stand to/

minister any longer.

~ When that glory overpowers our prais-

| ing soul, we realise that there is some-
thing even better  than serving Him. It
is blessed to serve our God, and to minis-

.ter to Jesus in the person of His little
ones, but even more blessed to have Him
minister to us. Once in a while, and just
as often as we can bear it, God comes into
our souls with overpowering g“mce,”sgy-
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ing, “Come aside and rest a.while/ come
into the Mount of Transfiguration with
Me, the world shut out, and behold My
glory.”’ And the patient Jesus who has
- been with us all the long and weary day
'beai-mg our burdens and answering our
prayers stands transfigured before us; /the
heavenly Bridegroom of our souls/‘ and
we have nought to do but feast on His
divine love."

By and by we shall have it all the time.
We shall eat with Him and drink with
Him and lie on His bosom and rest in
His love. Even down here we ought not
to be all the time ministering. It is our
own blessed privilege to stop sometimes
and go to praising Him until the glory
comes down and fills our souls with a
Joy that no language can ever express.

‘Now, beloved, won’t you obey God per-
fectly and then give the shout of faith
Whep-ever foes or trials assail you, and let
Him win the battle and you gather the
spoils? God bless you all for His dear
name’s sake. Amen.




THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE

~ “Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanks-
giving, and declare His. works with rejoicing.”
Ps. cvii. 22.

Bl Y subject today is the Sacrifice of
Thanksgiving, or of Praise, and we
will turn to the Word and see what
the Loord says to us about it. First of all,
I will call your attention to two verses:
which the Lord has made full of meaning
to my own heart. Deut. xxviii. 47, 48:
“Because thou servedst not the Lord thy
God with joyfulness and with gladness
of heart, for the abundance of all Athmg_rz
“therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies,
which the Lord shall send against thee, in
hunger and thirst and in nakedness and
in want of all thmgsj Now you notice
“that although the word praise or thanks-
giving is not mentioned here, yet this is
what is conveyed in the thought of serv-
ing the Lord with joyfulness and with
gladness of heart for the abundance of
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all things. And if they failed to serve the
Lord in this manner, when He had pro-
vided all good things for them, He would

be obliged to teach them a severe lesson
and take these good things from them, .
bringing them into a place of hunger and.

thirst and want of all things.” May the

‘Holy Spirit search us today. Nea,rl*y’ all

of us here are probably serving the Lord,

but are we_serving Him . _with. . thaL_gay

a;nda..gla.dms which He requires? J Are
we joyful in all our service for the King,

or do we let something prey upon our
joy, thus taking away the secret source

of divine strength? For the Word says,

“The _joy of the Lord is_your strength.”
How can we be strong Christians if we

are not filled 'with that “ail of gladness”

which was shed upon the head of Jesus,
and which He is willing to share with
each believer in Him? We read that He
was “apointed with the oil of gladness
abw and we in Ghmst and
living the Christ-life, must also be an-
ointed with the same o¢il of gladness
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through the power of the Holy Ghost.
And by this kind of Heavenly joy we glo-
rify Him. When we have in our hearts
the secret well-spring of divine joy it will
. not fail to show in our faces, and to come
forth from our lips in joyful testimony.
. But think of the penalty if we do not
serve Him with joyfulness! He will take
‘away from us our blessings, the abun- 3-%.
dance of good things, in order to teach us |
to be thankful. Now, beloved, if we have j
’had a murmuring, complaining spirit, let’
‘us beware. Let us remember the judg-
;menlts which the Lord was compelled to
"send upon the Israelites when they mur-
mured, and let us give that complaining
5 uspirit over to Jesus today that He may

I

‘;deliiver us from it, and fill our hearts and

mouth with His praise.

Now, when is the time to praise? Oh
you say, when everything is going right,
and getting into shape, and the troubles
of life are vanishing away, then is the
time to praise. (. Ah, praise comes easy
then, but the time to_glorify €od the
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most by praise is when it is the saerifice
of p1a1se) Not the praise Wh’lch comes
from geeing all things look rlght but the
praise which comes from simple faith in
Jesus, even before the dark clouds have
rolled away. Praise at such times is
called “the sacrifice of than@glvmg,” be-
cause it is 2 real gacrifice, like any other
sacrifice 'which is hard from a natural
‘standpoint, God makes it easy and bless-
ed. Let us take an example from Acts
xvi. 23, 26. We read in this passage that
Paul and Silas had been cast into prison,
after having received “many stripes.”
Those awful instruments of torture
which” were used for the stripes would
actually plow furrows in their backs.
Bleeding and sore they were cast into the
inner prison, and their feet made fast in
the stocks. Surely they were a picture
of perfect misery, and you would not con-
gider this a fit time to praise God. But
these two disciples knew God, and trust-
ed H1m, and offered to Him the sacrifice
of praise. “At midnight Paul and Silas
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prayed, and sang praises unto God, and
the prisopers heard them.? And that
praise of faith went straight up to glory,
and entered into the ears of the Lord, and
He sent a great earthquake, “so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken:
and immediately all the doors were open-
ed, and every one’s bands were loosed.”
r 1 believe they might have prayed all
night without having much of an earth-
quake but when they took the attltude of
dehverance and victory and began to+
pna:lse ﬁhe Lond then came the great
carthquake which set them all free.) Be-
loved, if in the time of your greatest trial
you take the attitude of vietory and
m for dehverance before you
see it God will send some kind ofan earth-
\(@ He will shake things up, and will

do something marvelous for. you. The
very foundations of the prison were shak-
en, and when_you peaise hy faith the
foundations of your prison house will alsa
be shaken j

“But we must remember that it Ais@__f_‘_c_e;__
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the obedience of faith that the shout of

faith comes.) The hosts of Israel march-
ed around Jericho just as the Lord com-
manded, and as many times as He com-
manded before they could shout in faith.
And when your whole heart obeys God,
then there will come into it the shout of
'vidtory through the might of Jehovah.
Tt is not a shout which comes from our
own natural heart, but it is wrought with-
in_us by the Holy Spirit, when we_are
tully yielded to Him,) This is the sacrifice
of faith. The praise which comes by sight
. would have said, “O Lord, just make the
walls totter a little or loosen a few stones
so that we may really know Thou art go-
ing to do this mighty thing, and then we
will shout Thy praise.” But, that would
not be faith at all. Lord, help us to have
 the real faith in Thee, and then we shall
give the shout of victory because we can-
not help it, and the walls of Jericho will
fall, and Thou shalt be honored.) In II.
Chron. xx. we read of the great company
which came out against King Jehosha-
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phat, and how “he . imgelf to seek the
Lord,” Then he gathers the people to-
gether to ask help of the Lord, and he
makes this beautiful prayer, “For we -
have nvo"might against this company . . .
neither know we what to do, but our.eyes
ape np »/ Now you are thinking of
“Someé ”‘g'réa:t“'*tﬁﬁrbl‘e in your life, and you
are saying, “O Lord, I have no might.”
Yes, God knows that. “Neither know we
what to do.” Yes, God knows your help-
lessness, but will you not do as Jehosha-
phat did, get your eyes off from circum-
stances, and get them upon God ‘ﬂ Can
you not say, “Our eyes are upon Thee?”
Not upon c:ircumesataﬁaes,ﬂfo}“‘f}*lisu‘ great
company, but upon Thee. Then comes
the answer from the Lord, “Be nof afraid:
the battle is not yours, but God’s.”'If the
battle were ours we would havé cause to
fear, but because it is God’s we may just
watch Him gain the victory.” We can
have our hearts full of song because He
always conquers. “Ye_ shall not.need to
fight.,” Verse 17. Oh that we might learn
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that. He is saying it to trembling hearts
this morning. Will you not take the com- .
fort of it, and “stand still and see the sal-
vation of the Lord?” :
.+ Then the word came that they were to .
put all the singers in the forefront of the
battle, and to go out against their ene-
mies. They were to have no weapons ex-
cept that of praise, and the singers in the
front ranks were to sing, “Braise the
Lord)’ in one united strain. That was a
strange army, was it not? Have you ar-
rayed yourself thus against the enemy?
Is all of your being, the strength of your
whole nature gathered together to say in
the spirit, “Praise the Lord” Many a
time I do not feel like saying it, I do
not find it in my emotions, but deep in
my -spirit I_offer the sacrifice of Draiseﬁ
I know no Way of deliverance, but Goa—
knows, and my eyes are unto Him. I be-
gin to praise Him and then there comes
@ rift through the dark clouds of difficul-
ty and trouble.; ' T
“When they began to sing and to praise




28 THE LIFE OF PRAISE.

the Lord. set ambushments against th’e_}W
enemy.” When they “hegap!” O belov-!
“ed, let us begin praising Him if we have
‘not begun before, and then He will begin
to work wondrously in our lives/ Mlany&
times the Lord cannot begin to work)
while we keep pleading and praying, but

if we turn the current from prayer {to‘-\‘\

itmpn

praise He will make us more than con-.
queror over the difficulties in our path
way.

Now by the help of God will you decide
to take the attitude of victory from this
day forward, singing and praising until

the battle is wion, and there is a gathering

of great spoil? Lord, fill us with a glor-)

ious, victorious fai ich cannot help '
but shout before the walls fall. -
— :




THE GARMENT OF PRAISE

E will take for our subject a Bible
reading on Praise, and we will
trust God to fill our hearts with

praise and gratitude to Him at this
Thanksgiving season.

We will take for our first text Ps. 1.
23, “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me:
and to him that ordereth his conversation
aright will I show the salvation of God.”
This may be rendered, “Whoso sacrificeth
thanksgiving glorifieth Me;” and so we
see that we are to bring thanksgiving or
praise to the Lord as an acceptable ser-
vice before Him. Some of us have been
longing to glorify the Lord, and have
wished that we might do something greait
for the glory of His name, but here we see
that the offering of praise glorifies Him,
and even the smallest and weakest Chris-
tian among us may be able to glorify Him
in this way. From the latter part 'of the
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verse, it would seem that the ordering
of our conversation aright is to praise the
Lord all the time. Surely this is a right
and blessed kind of conversation. If we
are praising the Lord continually and
talking about His wondrous works, we
shall not be criticising our neighbor, or
blaming some one, or grumbling about
circumstances, because our tongues will
be in better business. There is a prom-
ise here that if we order our conversation
aright, we shall be shown God’s salva-
tion, and if we feel that we need deeper
and higher salvation, let us begin to
praise Him and God will reveal Himself
to us more fully. This is such an easy
way of glorifying our Lord and Master,
‘'shall we not praise Him more and more?

Psalm c. 4: “Enter into His gates with

R PRG—

tha;r{ksgwmg, and into H1s courts with t
pralsz Vbe thankful unto Him, and bless'
His name.”

When we come to God for prayer and
communion with Him, our entrance into

His gates, or approach unto Him, should
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be with thanksgiving. Even before we
make known our requests, we ought to
pour forth our hearts in praise as a fit-
ting approach unto Him who bas shown
forth His mercy. In this same Psalm we
are exhorted to praise the Lord because
of the Lord’s goodness and mercy. Cir-
cumstances may not be encouraging at
the moment, and all may seem dark
arqund us, but the fact still remains

“that the Lord is good,” and that “His

mercy is everlasting.,” As we continue

to wait upon Him with thanksgiving and

supplication, He will reveal His enduring
goodness and mercy in our lives. No mat-
ter how you feel, remember thaf a fitting
approach to His courts is praise.

(Isa. Ixi. 8). “To appoint unto them that
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty
fwihﬁs, the QLL of joy for mourning, the

‘g“%_r;pﬁa-ent of praise for the spirit of heavi-)
ness . . That He might be glori-
ﬁed.y Some of us may be in heaviness
this morning, but it is our privilege to

- exchange this spirit of heaviness for the -
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garment of praise. How many want this
new garment? We may have it if we will
trust His Word, and this beautiful gar-
ment need not wear out from this
Thanksgiving time to the next. The bit-
ter springs are allowed to come into our
lives, but the Lord will sweeten them all
with His love and tenderness and joy) The
Word tells us the joy of the Lord is our
strength. How shall we be strong, dear
ones, unless we _are anointed w1th the
“oil of gladness?”) If we keep “our eyes
off from oursgl;—és and from our circum-
stances and look at our merciful, loving
Lord, we shall surely be clothed from .
head to foot with the garment of praise,
and He shall be glorified. "

(Jer. xxxiii. 11). “The voice of joy, and
the vioice of gladness; the voice of the
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride;
the voice of them that shall say, Praise
the Lord of hosts; for the Lord is good,
for His mercy endureth forever; and of

them shall bring the 'S&LI‘lﬁce of praise ' -

into the h(,},ee_ of the Lmd ” Here is a re-

T e ne s g
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‘markable éxpréslsion, “the sacrifice of
praise.” What is a sacrifice? It is an
oﬁéring to God that costs us something.
What is a sacrifice of praise? It is to
pralse the Lord Whe;g_jg_g_@gi feel like it,

it costs ns something) Praise
Him the next time you are sorrowful. Be-
gin praijging the Lord by fanth) Offer
praase asa sacmﬁce and see how the Lor(i'
will biess you in dOiRE ﬁ*ﬁv@m
same expression in Heb. xiii. 15, “By
Him, therefore, let us offer the sacmﬁce
of praise to God contmua.ll;r,vchat is, the the
frmt of . our 111)_§,J giving thanks to His
@g »Y If we did not know what this
expression was intended to mean in the
other verse in J eremla[h we are left
without a doubt in this passage, for we
are told that it is the fruit of our lips giv-
ing thanks to His name. I is not
enough to praise the Lord in our hearts
alone, but we must praise Him with our
lips so that the humble may hear and be
glad., ) How often are we to offer this saec-
rifice of praise? The Word says, “con-
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stinua.lly.) May the Lord so fill us with
the spirit of praise that it shall contin-
ually ascend from eur hearts as precious
incense, acceptable through Jesus Christ.

(Acts xvi. 25). Here we read of Paul
and Silas who had been thrown into pris-
on for preaching Jesus. They had been
placed in the inner prison and 'their féet
had been made fast in the stocks. There
in the dark dungeon, with backs all sore
and bleeding from the stripes they had
received, and with feet fastened in.such
a way as to place them in the most un-
comfortable position, what did they do?
Did they begin to murmur and say: “I
never thought the Lord Jesus would al-
~ low such a thing to come to me. If such
results come from my preaching, I am
going to stop”? Perhaps some of us might
have been faint-hearted enough to say
that, but Paul and Silas did not. { They

sang praises to God at midnight, and they
sang so loud that the other prisoners
heard them#Then God sent a great earth-

quake which shook the foundations of
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the prison and made all the doors fly op-
en, and unfastened the chains that bound
the prisoners. (If it is midnight in your
experience begin to praise God and con-
tinue to praise Him through all the gloom
which encircles you, and at last God will
send some kind of an earthqﬁake to set
ybu free. .
I1. 'Chron. xx. 21: Here we read of Je-
hoshaphat, who was king over God’s peo-
ple, and a host of enemies came to fight
against him. At first Jehoshaphat was
greatly frightened, but he set_himse’
and 'g'-athereld all the people of God in a
prayer and consecration .meet_ing. God
sent word through a prophet, “Ye_shall
not need to fight in this battle; set your-
selves, stand ye ofill and see the salva--
tion of the Lord with you.” How do you
think Jehoshaphat set his army? ﬁn the
very front, “He appointed singers unto
- the Lord and that should praise the beau-
twf_l_i_n_gggz as_they went out before
the army, and to say, Praise the Lord;;for
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His mercy endureth forever.ﬂ What a
strange batitle they were to fight, without
- swords, or bows, or arrows, bht only with
the weapon of praiS(ﬁ We do not read
that the Lord began to deliver them until
they began to praise Him, but “when they
began to sing and to praj'se”’ (even at the
beginning of thanksgiving), the Lord set
ambushments against the enemy and they
began to kill each other and pone escap-
_e_g/ The dead bodies were covered with*
precious jewels and they found an abun-
dance of riches with their dead en-e'mies,) “
so 'that ‘“they were three days in gath-
ering of the spoil, it was so mu’ch."ﬂ" Thus
we see that God’s people were much rich-
er at the end of this trial of faith than at
the beginning. 1Likewi*se, when we have a
trial of faith, and we praise the Lord and
let Him fight the battle for us, we shall
be much richer in our spiritual experience
_than at the beginning of the triall Sure-
ly these people offered the- saerifiee of -
praise} for they ooul-d not have felt very
much like singing when they saw the

A}
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enemy drawn up in battle array with
deadly weapons, waiting to seize an easy
prey.,' I doubt not that their hearts trem-
bled, and perhaps their voices too, as they
went forth singing, but they simply
obeyed God and Hg‘g_a‘y_e_ihujmy.’ 1f
our hearts tremble, as we come into some
fiew encounter with the enemy, still let us
praise Him and say, “What tim .L&E!
afraid I will trust in Thee,”

I1. Chron. v. 13, 14: “It came even to
pass, as the trumpeters_and singers were
a8 one, to make one sound to be heard in
praising and thanking the Lord; and when
t'hey lifted up their voice. with the trum-
pets and eymbals and instruments of mu-
sic, and praised the Lord, saying, Eom He
is good; for His mercy endureth forever,
that then the house was filled with a
cloud, even the house of the Lord; s that
the priests conld not stand to minister by
reason ¢f the cloud; for the glory of the
Lord had_filled the house of God.” ) This
was after Solomon’s temple was finished
and they had brought the ark of the cov- -




38 THE LIFE OF PRAISE,

enant of the Lord into the most ho-Iy'
place; but the glory of God was not pour-
ed out until “the trumpeters and singers
were as one’” in praising God. f1 believey,
if God’s people were so united to be as ovnef:f
in their praise to God, His house would
soon be filled with the Shekinah glory}’
/The trouble is that some one is out of
t'une,'some one has a heart lackmg in
love, and which is not attuned to God’s
. pnaase.) If each little assembly in Chm\st"s‘)
name would wait upon God until they
were united in heart and then would be-
gin to praise God in the unity of the S‘pir}
it, "I believe our hearts would be ﬁlled
with His glory7
Shall .we not, this .day, yield absolutely
to Him, that our hearts may be taken
possession of wholly by the blessed Spirit
‘of God, who perfects His praise in and
through us? Thus shall He be able to
pour His glory upon us,‘so that sometimes
even service shall be lost sight of in the
joy of ‘c«ommun-ion‘, and for the time being
we shall not be able to minister unto Hiﬁl) '
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but shall know unspeakable joy in His .
ministering to us\ 1 believe the highest
form of worship is that wonderful com-
munion of which we have only a forataste
here, but of Which we shall know the f_ul-
ness bye and bye.
* Here on earth these times of unspeak-
able rapture do not last long, for we must..
come down from the mountain top,-as did
the disciples from the Mount of Transfig-
uration, to new scenes of suffering and to
‘precious ministeries to the sinful and sor-
ro-wing;’but we are better able to meet
Y these calls because of having entered the
the transﬁguna,tlon glory on the mountam ;
top Wlth our Lord. ’

Ma.y every fresh revelation of God’s
gl-Orrfy in our souls only prepare us bettel
for ministry in His name to the needy
ones around us,‘ and may our hearts and
lives be so filled with praise that we shall
not merely know one Thanksgiving Day
in the year‘ but three hundred and sixty-
five dajys of the year shall be thanksglv-
ing days'\

o
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THE COURAGE OF FAITH

“But David encouraged himself in the Lord
his God.” I. Sam. xXXX. 6.

.

T is in the Lord Himself that we must

I find encouragement[ f we look at our-
selves we are taking our eyes off from
Jesus and that inward look brings naught
buit disao-uragement) We see ourselves
with all our failures and defects.! We
look around at circumstances. "l‘hey are
usually not ‘encouraging] but if for the
moment they are full of hope, they may
terribly disappoint us the next moment,
for they are like shifting sand and cannot
be depended upon/ But if we encounage
ourselves in the Lord,)as David d1d all
will be well, for He never changes; ‘“His -
mercy endureth forever”l All circum- -
stances are subject to His control, and as
we look to Him by faith He will cause all
things, good or seeming evil, to work to
gether for our best advantage.] But it is
while we keep our gaze steadfastly on
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“the things which are not seen,” instead
of “the things which are seen,” that our
affliction “worketh for us a far more ex-
- ceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II.
Cor. iv. 17, 18).

The enemy knows that we shall be

“more than conquerors”/over every situa-
tion of trial if we thus keep our gaze
turned away from the seen things to the
unseen, so when we have started on this
life of faith be will use all his arts to
make us look at the temporal things in-
stead of the eternal.) He will seek to
make the temporal things seem the real)
when, in fact,, the eternal and unseen
things of God are the rea,l‘! and the things
we see are as passing shadows.’

For example, we ask something from
God in prayer. We have fulfilled all the‘)
conditions,’ our_ heart condemns us not,.
and we ask according to His revealed will |
in H.m_ﬂnmi_ According to that Word |
we believe that we receive when we pray }
(Mark xi. 24), and now take an attitude of -
praise instead of further supplication.
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(I‘iow often after such a step of faith sur-
{Mrounding circumstances seem to contra-
dict more than ever the truth of God’s
Word.’ Evidence in the things that are
seen seems to pile up mountain high
against the truth of the unseen things
which we have clairmed.) Instead of the
peace we expected there is a terrific con-
ﬁic't./" This is not strange, for we have
entered upon ‘“the gogd fight of _,faith,”)
spoken of in I. Tim. vi. 12, and well is it
for us if we have the_whole armor on.
God has provided this armor that we
may not be def-eaJted,’sand He has given us
the shield of faith /Wh-erewiith we shall
be “able t0_quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked” (Eph. vi. 16). Have you won-
dered that the temptations were so sub-
tle and so ﬁery?} God has already told
you that they would be “fiery darts.” And
He has also told us not to think it strange
concerning the fiery trial that is to try
us.] 8o the next time you find yourself

saying, with almost a half murmur: “How
strange!” remember that you must not
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say it; you must not even think it, but
God’s command is to “rejoice,” and to
“count” these temptations “all joy.” They

~ do not seem joyful, but_grievous, but we
must sidf__wand see things from
His standpoint, counting them all joy,
and as we count them joy God will turn
them into j'oy.‘)'

God has told us to add to our faith ¢our-.
age. How can we do this? By keepin.&
the eye of .faith steadfastly on ftg'&@gg)
not seen.! This brings courage, because -
it does not permit us to be discouraged
by' the things we seel God gives a prom-
ise, based on a oondition., We fulfil the\
cdondition which is our part of the c-ov_g-)
nanﬂt./ Is not God instamtly faithful to .
His part of the covenant? You believe
He is, but cannot see it} Now, which do
you choose to believe, His Wiord or your
human sighit? “Let_God be true and ev-
ery man a liar.” You can afford to seem
like a liar to uphold God’s faithfulness.)

: (i(ou can afford to look upon your feelings
tand all adverse circumstances as so many

S
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lies if they comtradict "God’ for as you‘/;

continue to believe God against all seem-
ings,‘ y»ouf feelings and circumstances will

sooner or later be obliged to fall into line -
with God’s truth.! Hallelujah! “Deceiv-

ers,’ and yet tr'ue,”' said Paul, and this is

our attitude as we stand with God and on

His Word against all apparent contradic-

tion.| We have a God who “calleth those

things which be pot as though they wgrg,’)

and Abraham, the father of those who be-

lieve, was made “like unto God”, in this

respect. (See Romans iv. 17, margin).

Thus may we who walk in the steps of

Abraham call those things which be not

as though they are, and this faith will

move the véry arm of Omnipotence, and it

shall be done unto us according to our

faith.

‘Let us ever bear in mind that all dis-
couragement is from the enemy of our
soulsland we must resist it in the name of
Jesus as we would resist any other temp-
taﬁ-on.' Many a time the enemy has thrust
at us and wounded our souls through dis-

i
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c-oura.gemen:t,/ when he would have found
no way to pierce between the joints of om
armor/ bad we not been ignorant of his
~ devices.

David said: “I had fainted unless T had
belieyed to gee the g-oodgess of the Lord
in the land of the living. Wait on the
Lord; be of good courage and He shall
strengthen thine- heart.” He was kept
from fainting and giving the battle over
not because he saw deligerance, but be-
cause he “believed to see.’

Let us believe to see God’s goodness
and if the blessing tarries let us “wait on
the Lord” with “good courage” until He
so strengthens our heart that there is not
‘the least waver or tremble in our position
of faith ;' then shall He pour upon us the

ful‘ﬁlmen.t of all we have believed for ;\

. “yea, exceeding abundantly above” all we
have known how to ask.’ Let us be “fol-
lowers of them who through faith and
patience” inherited the 'pro‘mi'ses’(Helb. vi.
12), and let us never be impatient over
God’s delays, for He waits that He may

A}
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be gracious, and through the very waiting
time He is able to enrich and perfect the
blessing which He longs to bestow upon

us. }



SONGS OF DELIVERANCE

¢ ‘THOU shalt compass me about with
songs of deliveraino‘eﬁ says the
Psalmist, and this sweet assur-
ance finds an echo in my heart, for I well
remember when this very verse was veri-
fied in my own experience. 1 had been
held a captive for over two - years on a
bed of pain, and worse than the physical
pain was the agony I endured in my soul.
I was crying out after a living God .and T
was like a hart panting for the water
brooks, yet it seemed that no answer had
come out of the thick darkness in which
I was enveloped. “O God, reveal Thyself
to me,” T cried again and again, but there
was no voice nor answer. The days grew

darker, the physical agony and weakness
increased. The waters of Jordan rolled
at my feet; I shrank back, for God seemed
far away, like a stranger to.me. I had
sought Him but had not found Him, and
my heart seemed bleeding to death with

\
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its anguish. I dared wnot tell others my
fears and doubts, but kept them all pent
up in my own heart. My precious mother
suffered with me in my intense physical
pain, and her own soul was pressed with
grief as she saw her third daughter fad-
ing away from life, as her other two had
previously done, but at last, in the midst
of the thick darkness, the words came to
her I'ik.ee a silver thread of hope, “Thon
shalt compass me about with songs of de-
liverance.” What did the sweet, strange '
message mean? What deliverance could
there be? Was not all human hope gone,
and must she not relinquish her darling
child to the grave? But®still the sweet
message would follow her at every turn,
and she could only wait for the Lord to -
reveal its meaning. Two or three dear
friends were admitted to the silent room
to take, as they supposed, a last look at
the wasted sufferer. My whispered word
to them was almost too faint to be heard
at all. I looked in their eyes and saw the
good-bye they dared not utter, for they
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had been cautioned against showing any
emotion. I felt the chill of death creep-
ing over my body; nothing could warm
me n:ofw. I experienced the strange min-
gling of the senses that so often precedes
death. I was dying, I knew it, and still
my soul seemed as keen and intense as
ever and my longings for God were unut-
terable. I held on to life because I was
not ready to meet God. I believed that
I was His child, but I had never worked®
for Him, had never brought a sonl to }
Christ. How could I appear before Him
without a single sheaf to lay at His feet?/
Though I knew it not, He had been listen
ing to my cries; He had been working to '
bring me to the end of myself and self-
effort/ He had only been hiding Himsel
that my whole soul might be drawn out
in pursuit after Him, and then came the |
blessed moment of revelation when the (
“windows of heaven” were opened, the
light of God streamed into my soul, the!
Holy Ghost became a living and blessed
personality, and in that delightful me-



50 THE LIFE OF PRAISE.

ment of perfect faith it was an easy mat-
ter to ask and receive the healing of my
body, I seemed, literally, to be made over
in spirit, soul and body. I believe I know!
at least in a measure, how we shall feel
on the resurrection morning. I rose in
His strength, and ere long was able to go.
out into the glad sunshine. How brightly
it shone! How new the old world looked!
I called upon tthe very trees of the field to
clap their hands and rejoice with me. I
could say in the language of the little
hymn:
Heaven above is softer bine, _
Earth beneath is deeper green,
Something lives in every hue,
Christless eyes have never seen,
Birds Wwith gladder songs o'erfiow,
Flowers with sweeter beauty shine,

Since I know, as now I know,
I am His and He is mine, .-

It was blessed to be suddenly well
again, to be healed by the power of the
Lord, to feel His healing touch thrilling
every nerve, to have the suffering spine
~soothed by His touch until it could ache
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no more; to have the new force of life \
pulsing through every vein; but all this
was small in com_parison -with the un-
speakable joy that had taken -possession
. of my soul. I said to my dear mother,
. “Oh, the glorious liberty of the children
of (God? 1 had never known what liber- -
ty meant before. My woul rose “up on
wings as eagles,” and refused to ever be
caged again. My dumb lips were unseal-
ed and have been singing the “new song”
ever since. I had been full of worldly
ambitions before this blessed experience,
but now I had only one aim, which was
to dwell ‘fif)rever in the presancé iéf my Be-
loved, to behold His beauty, and to in-
quire in His temple. My soul is indeed
like a bird escaped from the snare of
the fowler; the snare is broken and I am
escaped, and now the great problem is,
“How can my freed life ever praise and

serve my great Deliverer enough?” Surely
the days and months are all too short in
which to preach the glad tidings of deliv-
erance to other captive souls, but, by His



52 THE LIFE OF PRAISE.

grace, 1 labor on, striving according to
His mighty working in me.

* Only as we know this great deliverance
ourselves shall we know how to tell it
forth to others. Woe to the soul that
knows deliverance and does not seek af- -
ter other lost ones. God says, “I will de-
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify Him
by faithful testimony, and earnest labor,
we shall surely be entangled with the
yoke of bondage again.



“BELIEVE THAT YE RECEIVE”

OD is bolding out to us marvelous
blessings, which are all included in
the supreme gift of His dear Son,

but we are contjinually grieving Him by
our lack of receptivity. It is shown by
the Word of God that we possess already
this quality of receptivity in our souls,
and that we must exercise it if we are to |
come into possession of the wonderful |
blessings God has bestowed upon wms in
Christ. Failure to apprehend our true
position on this line causes us much grief
and disappointment; and far worse than
this, we are grieving the heart of our Iov-
ing heavenly Father. We read His prom-
ises, and pray that we may reeceive tthe ful-
filment of them according to our need.
We pray and wait; we wait and pray. Our
prayers seem to be unheard and unan-
swered, and we grow heartsick and wea-
ry. What is'the trouble? God has pr‘d«
vided the gift in Christ, and is holding it

e A et o
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out to us all the day long. . He says,
“When ye pray, believe that ye receive”
(or take, lit. translation). Mark xi. 24.
What more can He do? He has given,
and He is waiting for you to take. He
would not tell you to receive or take if
He had not already given you power ‘to
do this. In one sense our will has a great
deal to do in the matter of exercising
_faith. The line of the old hymn, “I can
and l__vy_ljl and _I,/drg,..-bfeliefve,” is right to
the point, and on the line of God’s Word.
I can, because He would not tell me to
do what I cannot; I will, because God
has given me my will and expects me to
exercise it in the direction of His ttruth;
I do, because God’s gifts are always ready
for present-tense faith, and as now is
God’s accepted time, I will also -make it
my accepted time, .

But, you object, I may be inclined to
“take” from the Lord something which is
not His will to give me, and which if
received would prove a curse instead of
a blessing. Let us go to the Word for
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light on this important point. Read
again Mark xi. 24: “What things soever
ye desire, when ye pray,” etc. What
things are we to believe that we take
when we .pray? - Listen to the answer:
“What things soever ye desire.” , How:
precious to be a child of God and capable
of being trusted to.desire what is His will
to give us, or rather, to have His Holy
Spirit work in us His own desires. What
a sweet intimation of His will in prayer
to feel his own intense and holy desires
springing up in our hearts, and all the
time to feel perfectly without choice so
far as our own natural inclinations are

concerned. We have no desire, we ask
His will, and then we feel His pure, in-
tense desire beginning to have birth in
our souls.” I believe that we ought to see
more clearly than we have done in the
past that His will is often communicated
to us by such heaven-born desires.
"And I do not mean only desires for
spiritual blessings, but for all suc_h other
things as our Father knoweth that we
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have need of. He will not only desire
within us that we shall be filled with the
Holy Spirit and all spiritual blessings in
Christ, but He shall desire within us all
such temporal good as we shall be en-
abled to make use of for the glory of
Christ. And if we have a desire in p'rayre'\ff;,
the source of which we are not perfectly'
sure of, we may ask that if it is of God/
it shall grow and intensify, and if it is
not of God that the desire shall be en-
tirely removed from us.

This thought of taking or appropriating
faith is also brougﬂt out in the invita-
‘tion in Revelation xxii. 17: “Whosoever
will, let him take the water of life free-
ly.” In the previous chapter it is writ-
ten, “I will give unto him that is athirst
of the fountain of water of life freely”
(Revelation xxi. 6). “I will give;” here is
the supply: “Let him take;’ here is our
responsibility to avail ourselves of the
supply. The gift is ready. Do we will
to take it? It is freely given, and He re-
quires that we shall ‘‘take” freely. Surely
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we shall have a stinted portion of His
bounty. It is unbelief which stints us and
keeps us from the fulness of blessing
which He is longing to pour upon us.
Shall we grieve Him longer by refusing
His gifts? Shall we not rather ask and
receive (literally take), that our joy may
be full? (John xvi. 24).

Again, we have the woords of our Lord
Jesus: “If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me, and drink.” If we thirst, if we
feel a deep sense of need, and an inex:
pressible desire for the Holy Spirit, then
Jesus invites us to come and drink. This
thirst is in itself blessed, for it is wrought
in us by Giod Himself, and He is waiting
tto satisfy it with living water. But the
thirsty soul must drink. It must exercise
the will, and by a decisive act of faith re- |

- ceive the living water so freely given. .
Then shall there be no lack, but rivers
of living water shall flow forth from the
innermost life. ‘“But this spake He of the
Spirit, which they that believe on Him
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should receive’ (John vii. 39). I have
been impressed lately with the thought of
these rivers flowing from us. We drink
by an effort, or aict of faith, but when the
waters flow from us it is a spontaneous
free-outpouring without effort on our
part. Oh, that the rivers of God’s life and
blessing might constantly flow through
us as unobstructed channels for the sal-
vation of others, and the refreshing of
His heritage! What hinders? Only this,
that we do not take, or drink, the ever-
flowing waters.

There are many other texts which
might be quoted on this line of truth. We
will refer at present to only one more.
“He breathed on them, and said unto
them, Receive (literally take) ye the Holy
Ghost” (John xx. 22). Here we have our
Lord’s direct command, and to this com-
mand, as to any others, there must be-
first the unqualified assent of our will.
How many times in the face of Giod’s com-
mands we have hesitated and argued,
pleading our own unworthiness and lack
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of fatth as a reason why we cannot obey -
the command to receive. But God will
not accept such excuses. “His commands
are His enablings.” He has sent the Com-
fdrt'er. The Holy Spirit has been freely
given. Will you mnot freely receive Hir,
dear thirsgty one? Delay no longer.' His
acceptéd time is now, and this now in the
" originalmeansthepresent instant of time,
that tiny point of time which is just now
here. Believe, receive, and praise Him.
Resist the devil with his doubts and dis-
couraging suggestions. Do mnot parley
with him. Resist him when you hear his
first word, and the Spirit of the Liord shall
raise up a standard against him. I be-
lieve this is often why we lose the vic-
tory. After taking our stand of faith
and receiving the promise in Christ’s
name, we dare to listen to Satan’s
insinuations. Resist, resist bim, and he
shall flee. Believe that you receive (liter-
ally take) and you shall have, and shall
know the present and eternal blessedness
of setting to your seal that God is true.




BELIEVING AND RECEIVIN G

ET us look at the 5th chapter of I
John, beginning ait the ninth verse:
“If we receive the witness of men,
the witness of God is gresarter, for this ig
thewitnesswhich He hath testified of His
Son; He thiat believeth on the Son of God .
hath the witness in himself ; he that be-
lieveth mot Giod hath made Him a liar})
because he believeth not the record thatt
God gave of His Son.

I was seeking to lead a sister to Chmst
the other day; I talked to her about the
necessity of yielding up all tto Jesus, got
her to the pl’ace where she said she woould
and did yield herself as a living sacrifice
to Christ, thought it was all selﬁtledf and
was astonished and grieved to hear- her
say shortly after that it was all dark in
her soul, because, although she had given
herself to Jesus, He had not accepted her.
I told her that she made God a liar by
ot believing that He accepted her, when
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she had met all His conditions. “He that
‘believeth hath the witness in himself.”
It is absolutely necessary for us to believe
that God accepts us when we come ac-
cording to His will and way. He says,
“Him that cometh unto me I will in no
wise cast out.” So when we come through
the shed blood of Jesus, we must believe
that according to His own Word He does
not cast us out but immediately receives
us. If we thus believe the record that
God gave of His Son, we have the witness
in our own hearts that we are saved.
There may be some people here today
who are refusing to believe God’s record
~of His Son. I know that this meeting is
. usually on the line of the higher Chris-
tian life, but for some reason I feel dis-
tinetly led at this time to speak about
salvaftion and about the necessity of ap- -
propriating Jesus by simple faith,) The
trouble with this young lady was, that
she watched her own heart for some won-
derful emetion imj_t_gge}gf_be}igg@g\@gg@
Word.. ’
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Therefore, she got into awful darkness.
This may be the trouble with some one
here today. You have not believed that
God has accepted you,because of His
good Word of promise which cannot fail.
Let us read the record in the next verse,
~and see what God requires you to believe.
“And this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son.” - |

Now, here is the snmtple record that
God requires you te believe unless you
would make Him a liar. "Eternal life is
a gift that cannot be earned by our pray-
ers, or our faith, or our good works. This
eternal life is vested in tthe great (ift,
God’s blessed Son. How this does sim-
plify things! “He that hath the Son hath
lvife, and hbe that hath not the Sen of God
hath not life.” )

It yl;tl have accepted Jesus as a gift,
and accepted eternal life in and through
Him, then you have eternal life abiding
in you. I suppose that most of the dear
friends here are O‘hrisﬁans, but, undoubt-
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edly there are some in our midst who do
not belong to Christ. I look at you and
you all seem to be alive, but God looks
down and searches hearts with His eyes
of flame, and sees two classes. -One dead
in trespasses and sins, and one alive in
Jesus. If you have Jesus you have eter-
nal life: if you have not Jesus 'you have
no life at all; and you stand every moment
i danger of eternal damnation. I care
not what good works you have done, nor
how generous and philanthropic you have
been, if you have not Jesus abiding in
you, you have hot eternal life.

And just as we believe in Jesus for sal-
vation we must believe in Him for sancti-
fication. As you have taken Him simply
at His word in order to be saved, so you
must believe in Him for sanectification.
You must not wait to feel the cleansing,
but must believe that the blood of Jesus
Christ does now cleanse you from all sin.
(I. Johm i. 7). 1 find also in the matter
of physical healing that 1 have to take the
record in the same way. We read in Matt.
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viii. 17, that “Himself took our infirmi-
ties and \pare our sicknesses.” ’ If Jesus
healed- thorééwpé/ople who came to Him
in such multitudes, in order to fulfil the
prophecy 'in Isaiah that He had borne
their sicknesses, then He will heal me be-
cause He has borne my sicknesses, for
He is no regpecter of persons. I have to
believe the record and to say in faith,
“Since Jesus bore my sicknesses on th
Crotss of Calvary, therefore -1 need not
‘bear rthem, and I am healed.” You will
find that all of God’s gifts are given to
faith, and only to faith, and it is only as
you realise that they are already yours
through Jesus Christ that you can have
them - at all, ’ .
Beloved, do you believe that Jesus has
borne your sins in His own body on the
- tree, and that He has borne them so far
away from you that they may not only be
forgiven, but rooted out of your heart?
We read in the third chapter of 1. John:
“Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not.”
Strong words! But th’ey are God's words.
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What are you going to do with them?
Do you believe that Jesus is able to keep
you from falling? Let Jesus reign in your
‘heart, and He, the Sinless One, will con-
tinually live out His holiness in and
through you. This blessing of sanctifica-
tion ‘is a most precious and definite work
of grace in the heart, and it is necessary
that we should testify definitely to this
blessing if we want to abide in such a pre- .
cious experience. With the heart we be-
l'ivevé, and with the mouth we confess, as
in every other ble*s*sing.) If you are not
willing to confess that Jesus Christ has
saved you, you have not got salvation, or
have wo little that it will all leak away. -
When you get sanctified you must confess
it as definitely as you confess salvation.
People have come ito me in great sorrow,
saying, “I used to have the blessing of
sanctification, but I have lost it.” And
when we probe deep to find the reason,
we find very often that it is because of
failure to testify. .
And it is the same with divine healing.
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If people are not willing to testify to the
healing power of the Great Physician,
they are very apt to lose their health
again. Also, I would warn you not to wait
for certain feelings or emotions before
you testify to the work which God has
wrought in your heart or in your body.
“Faith is the evidence of things not seen,”
“and if we really believe God’s Word we
shall not be afraid to stand upon it, and
to tell all the world of its truth Are
you not willing to believe absolutely
God’s Word, and to count it worth more
than any fitting emotion? You must ﬁrs§
gtand upon God’s truth, and God’s Holy
Spirit will then come and witness to t
truth. God will give you plenty of feeling
sooner or later, but He first requires you
to stand upon His naked Word) '

Let us look at the next verse in 't‘hlS
passage: “These things have I written
unto you that believe on the name of -the
Son of God; that ye may know that ye
have eternal life, and that ye may believeé
on the name of the Son of God.” Tha
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may know, not think so, with some degree
of certainty, not guess so, or bope so, but
that ye may know that ye may have eter-
nal 1ife.‘f How many here know this be-
yond the possibility of a doubt? You may
all know today by believing God’s record
of His Son. “And when we are assured
of our salvation, we get confidence and
power in prayer (verses 14 and 15). “And-
this is the confidence t’hat we _have.in
Hlm that 1f we a'sk anvthlng aceQI:dmg 10
HI'S ,W. lﬂHe gghw,p,s, and if we know -
that He hears us, whatsoever we @sg, we
know thlat _we have the petitions that we
de@i‘ff,.dwq,f, Him. " Praise God! That is a
b'ivgwba‘nk note for ug today of priceless
value. - This check is unlimited. I can
~ put the figures in myself, and I can put
.' them in to ithe extent of heaven’s fulness,
i only I have the faith to do it. How
- rich this makes me feel! 1 may ask what-
ever I will, but, oh, how sweet to realise -
' bhart as we abide in Him, we desire only

ill, and that we are not in the least
danoer of asking anything that He would
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not like to give us. As we wait upon
Him, He creates in ns His own pra,‘yér and
then works in us His own faith.} I am so
glad that we do not have to ask according
to our own feeble understanding, but that

‘we hnave the mind of Christ,” and He
xihlnks ‘so much greater thoughfbs of bles-
sings for us than ever it would be possible
for us to think for ourselves.) How He
surprises us with His bounty! Not halt
the kingdom, but the whole of it. “Fear
mot, little flock, it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom, will
you mnot please Him by accepting it?
(verse 18) “We know that whosoever is
born of God sinneth not; but he that is
begotten of God keepeth himself, and that
wicked one toucheth him not.” This book
of I. John is full of the word “know.”
Here we have amother precious word
about sanctification. Why is it-that, as
Dr. Carradine says, o many sinners get
saved when he is preaching about sancti-
fication? Because sinners readily see the
consistency of such a life.
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So many have been stumbled because
they have seen 'the inconsistent walk of
those who call themselves by the-name of
Christ. It is absolutely mecessary, if we
would glorify God, for us to take the
provision of His holiness that He has
wrought for us in Jesus Christ. It does
testimony in a prayer meeting and fhen
to those aronnd you. Unbelievers would
soon say, “I would not like to be such a
Christian as you. I would rather be none
at all.”

But when they see your life lived out
as an epistle of Jesus Christ, when they
see you always patient, always lovable
and gentle, then there is a reality in your
Christian life that makes other people ir-
resistibly drawn by the cords of Jesus’
love right to His very heart. O beloved,
“will you not trust Jesus to guard you
round about with the armor of His heli-
ness and perfect love? The chapter closes
with these words: “Little Qh!il‘dren, keep
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vourselves from idols.” That is, keep
yourselves from everything and from ev-
eryone that you could possibly love or pre-
fer before God/ Let Jesus have the first
place. Let Him reign in your will and af- |
fections and you will know His holiness. /
You will know what it is to sweetly abide
in Him, to have His continual comfort
and blessing, ‘and to be yourself a blessing
to everyone around you.



“ONLY BELIEVE”

RUE faith counts on God, and be-
T lieves before it sees. In Mark (xi.
24) we are commanded to believe

that we receive when we pray. Natural~
ly we want to have some evidence that
our petition is granted before we believe,
but when we walk by faith we need no
other evidence than God’s Word. He has
spoken, and according to our faith it shall

be done unto us. We shall see because

we have believed, and this faith sustains
us in the most trying places, when every-
thing around usseems to contradict God’s
Woord.

The Psalmist says, “I had fainted un-

less I had believed to see the g*oodnes»s of =

the Lord in the land of the living™ (Ps.

XXViil. 13). He did not see as y'e‘t the LO’I‘d,‘SZ ,

answer to his prayers, but “be believed
to see,” and this kept him from fainting.

If we bhave the faith that believes to
see, it will keep us,likewise;from growing
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faint and discouraged. We shall “laugh
at impossibilities,” we shall watch with
delight to see how God is going to open
up a path through the Red Sea when there
is mo human way out of our difficulties.
It is just in such places of severe testing
that our faith grows and strengthens. We
ask God to increase our faith. We are
not prepared for the answer which comes,
in the shape of increaseddifficulties, until,
like Paul, we sometimes feel we are
“pressed out of measure, beyond strength,
insomuch that we despair even of life”
(I1. Cor. i. 8). The mountiains rise before
us, ‘the seas roar, and we are brought into
straits- we never dreamed of. We see no
way of escape; human resources avail
nothing; and there, with no visible help
on the right hand or left, we learn to look
up, to lift our eyes to 'the Good who made
- heaven and earth, and who can move all
adverse conditions to our help.

In Psalm xviii. we have such a beauti-
ful picture of the way God’s compassion
is moved upon at our cry. The Psalmist
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tells us (verses 4 and 5) of the “sorrows of
death” and “the floods, of ungodly men”
which made him “afraid.” Then he says,
“In my distress I . . . . cried unto my
God; He heard my voice out of His tem-
ple, and my cry came before Him, even
into His ear-s.’}, Now, what happens when

He hears that cry of distress from His lit- »

tle one? O, how His heart is moved!
“Then the earth shook and trembled; the
foundations also of the hills moved and
were shaken because He was wroth . . .
He bowed the heavens also and came
down.” Then follows a description of the

majesty and swiftness of His approach

toward His distressed one: “And He rode

upon a cherub and did fly; yea, He did

fly upon the wings of the wind.” We read
of the thunder, hailstones, lightning, and
coals of fire with which He “discomfited”
His enlefmies./ Then the result: “He sent
from above, He took me, He drew me out

of many bwarter:sn He delivered me. from

my strong enamy) He brought me forth

also into a large place; He delivered me

P

~i
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. 1
because He delighted in me.7 How can
we doubt His love? He is watching us in
the hard places. He will not allow a trial
too many; He will only let the dross be
consumed, and then He will come glor-
iously to our help. Even now your cry
has entered into His ears, and He is pre-
paring to deliver you. His compassion
longs to set you free; His love will de-
light in your deliverance, for He is more
tender than amny earthly parent. Do mnot
grieve Him by doubting His love. Listen

- to His words to Daniel: “From the first

day that thou didst set thine heart to un-
derstand, and to chasten thyself before
thy God, thy words were rh.ea)rd?} yet
there had been a delay of three weeks,
while the enemy had sought.to hinder the
angel of the Lord from making his way
to Daniel’s ‘heﬂ?.\

You have been waiting upon God, dear
troubled one, during long nights and
weary days, and have perhaps feared you
were forgotten. Nay, lift up your he@d,
and begin wo pra‘se Him even now for
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-

the deliverance which is on its way to
you. From “the first day” that ye be-
gan to humble yourself at His feet, and
to call upon Him, He took notice of your
" prayer, and has been preparing you to re-
ceive a gracious answer.

If your all is on God’s altar, and your
petition is in accordance with God’s re-
vealed will in His Word, you may “be-
lieve that you receive” when you pray.
Seek the help of the Holy Spirit in prayer
and He will pray within you “theeffectual
fervent prayer” that “availeth much.”
And it often avails much more than we
have even asked or thought, so that we
are abundantly rewarded for the delay
which has tried our faith. God “calleth
those things which be not as tthough they
were,” and Abraham was made “like unto
Him whom he believed” (Romans iv. 17,
margin) in this respect. And as we learn
to “walk in the steps of that faith of our
father Abraham,” we too shall be able to
call thiose things which 'be not as though -
they were. Turning ve»so.lil'tely away from



76 THE LIFE OF PRAISE.

what we see to contradict our faith, we
whall believe, because we are looking at
the things not seen (II. Cor. iv. 18), the
real, eternal truths of our unch.a.ngeavbie,
covenant-keeping God.

So shall we receive according to our
faith, and glorify Him as the Hearer and
Answerer of prayer.



A LIFE ON WINGS

66 AND 1 said, Oh that I had wings
like a dove! For then would I
fily away and be at rest.”

This plaintive cry is from the lips of
King David, the sweet singer of Israel,
and we find it recorded in the 55th Psalm,
6th verse. The two previous verses de-
scribe his heart-sorrow and unrest. “My
heart is sore pained within me; and the
terrors of death are fallen upon me. Fear-
fulness and ‘trembling are come upon -me,
and horror hath overwhelmed me.”

In fthe midst of this sad experience
comes the desire for a better life,- a
higher life, a holier life than he
had ever yet known. With great
pathos and ' longing he then cri-es,
“Oh, that I had wings like a dove!” “I
would hasten my escape from the windy
storm and tempest.” This ery of David
voices the longing of unsatisfied souls in
all ages, and even today, in this dispensa-
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tion of the Holy Spirit, you will still find
here and there, among all denominations
of Christians, this cry uttered by sorrow-
ing and yearning souls. They belong to
Christ, and yet there is a divided heart.
Somewhait of self is left, and consequently
there is unrest. Becanse they are not
entirely anchored in God, they are op-
pressed and perplexed by care and anxie-
ty, they bear their own burdens instead
of casting them upon the Lord, and their
souls become so weary and sorrowful that
they long to fly away—away—into the
wilderness and be at rest. '

Beloved, are you thus longing to fly
away? It is the blessed Spirit of God
putting that desire into your heart. But
He knows that earthly wings would not
do you any good. You could not fly far
enough with them to get away from your
tro'u*bles. Your own heart, with all its
aches and burdens, would still be with
you, though you would fly to the fanthest
bounds of the world, or take refuge in
the uttermost parts of the sea,.l It is the
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Holy Ghost who is making you cry out _
for spiritual wings that shall lift you out
of yomrse‘lf,’ and above all the cares and
sorrows of the crawling existence you
have hitherto known. / The blessed Spirit
has the wings all ready for you, and He
will teach you how to use them,/ There is
a wonderful description of this wing life
in Deut. xxxii. 11. What a picture is this
of the eagle, and it is true to life.! When
the little eaglets will not fly, when they )
shrink back from the yawning precipice,
and refuse to use their wings, then the
mother eagle “stirreth up her mest.”/ She
knows that the nest is too cramped)and
the young eagles have no room to grow.l)
A minister was an eye witness to such a
scene @as is described here. He had
climbed to a meighboring mountain craig,\
and he saw the mother eagle, ’wi:th her
strong beak,/tear in pieces the nest in
which the little ones had reposed so fong.)
Then, one by one, she pushed them off the
craig, balancing herself benegth them to
catch them as they fell./ She “spread- -
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eth abroad her wings, taketh them, bear-
' eth them on her wings,” and the Word
adds, applying the illustration to Jacob,
“So_the Lord alone did lead him, and
there was no strange ggg with him. He
made him ride on the high places of the -
earth.” !

Dear ones, is this the way thait God bas
been dealing with you? Has He been
tearing up your 'nest,’ breaking up that
reposeful place which you had made for
younsenlf,l and in which you expected to
stay all your lite?! He wants to force
you out of that poor! narrow nest which
was cramping your wings that He may
teach you to fily abroad through the clear,
sweet atmosphere of His wunbounded
grace, singing His pra'i@e.? Fear not to
venture on God! for the Everlasting Arms
are underneath y'o«u,' and shall bear you
up a8 on eagle’s pinions. ! The little eaglet
can fall nowhere except upon its mother’s
wings. ' Beloved, can you not trust your
Father’s love? ! Do not look at the black
gulf which yawns below you, but consider
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the strength of the Everlasting Arms
which are ready to catch you if you falter
or fall.' Then use your wings bravely,
mount up and soar onward and sunward,
higher and still higher, for it i8 God’s
promise to you, “They shall mount up on
wings as e’agles.”’ May God give the won-
derful peace and joy of this wing-life to
each of you! ( He gave it to me some time
ago, and I have never lost the comfort
of its blessed -reality.‘ He taught me to
mount up by simple faith./ He taught
me ‘that I must reckon myself dead in-
. deed to sin and alive to God, / and as I
reckoned this to be true,'-’ on the authority
of God’s word,’ He made the reckionings
of faith real to me. ' He came to live with-
in me and to live out through me His own
puirity,’slo that I got free from the old
self-life by mounting up on the wings of -
His h-o)liniesJL (But I wanted mot only pur-
ity but power} There is a baptism of the
Holy Spirit’s power which can make the
feeblest human insirumentalities filled
with heavenly dyna}mité} and I longed for
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'i!-t.‘I had been so useless all the past years
of my Christian life, never testifying for
Him, and not leading one soul to Christ,
but, oh, when I surrendered to God in ab-
solute consecration, He filled me in over-
flowing measure with His Spirit of pow-
er.} When the heart is so full it must run
over, and mine has been running over il}/l
testimony ever since.

Beloved, have you these eagle wings‘?\
Have you waited on the Lord with a per-
fect consecration and an earnest expecta-
tion of receiving them? ,Are you dead,
and is your “life hid with Christ in God?”)
Can you say, “Not I but Christ liveth in
me?” ! If you live no longer, and Christ
alone lives in you, He will meet and over-
come temptation for you at every point.\
As long as the self-life continues, I shall
yield more or less to doubt and sin,l‘but
with self crucified, and Jesus reigning, my .
Strong Deliverer repels every foe.' May
God search your hearts by the Holy
Ghost.! You know whether this experi-
ence is true of you or not. You may rise
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in a meeting and give a happy testimony,
but you know whether this is your testi-
mony all the day »long.\ You know in your
own consciousness whether or not you are
soaring on wings above all your daily
cares.\ Even after my sins were forgiven
I used to fret and Worry.} I used to be-
lieve that some things worked together
for my good,’ but now I know that all
things do.! The lives of some Christians
are filled with regrets and remorse, but
in this wonderful wing-life there can be
no regret.' “As many as are led by thf)
Spirit of God they are the sons of God:Z
We trust Him to lead us, and believe He
does lead us, and therefore we need never
look backward with regret.' _ '
God will take away from your heart
all selfishness, and you will not think so
much about getting joy in_your hearf as
to give joy to the 'heart of Jesus.f ggg

o R

will seek not your oWwn honm; but His
honor I You are not your own’ You are
espoused to Christ, and if you belong to

Him entirely, you ‘will never take your-
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self back again long enough to give your-
self to Him over again.] Will you not this
very moment yield yourself unreservedly
to Christ, determined by His grace never-
wore to live the old life, and never to lose
your Win-gs?’ : |



PRAYING AND NOT
FAINTING

“And He spake a parable unto them to this
end, that men ought always to pray,)a.nd not to
faint.” JLuke xviil. 1.
| S A -

HIS sounds so tender and sweet:~

T doesn’t it? The dear Lord kmws\%_

how apt we are to “faint in the day /
of advers)i!ty,”‘ and so He gives us a par-
able to this very end, that when the an-
swers to prayer seem delayed/ and the
troubles grow thicker and ’bl‘acker,’ we
are to keep on praying and believing and
“not to faint.” | The very time when the
ené?ny tries hardest to make us-f\a.in't,' is
when we have prayed and watched and
W‘aited,’ and the Lord has not seemed to
hear our cry at all. ! I have no doubt that
some one who will read these lines feels
just this very temptation today, and it is
to you, dear one, that Jesus speaks in this
parable, to the end that you may not
faint.! You know the story so well, but
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let us review ‘it together, and may the
Holy Spirit make the application of its
tender truth to your weary, wavering
heart.

The judge was a godless, heartless,
cruel man. The one who plead with him
for justice was a poor widow helpless and
alone. “He would not for awhile.? We
can imagine the anxious watching and
waiting, the eager longing and expect-
ancy of this poor woman as day after day
passed by and still the delay‘But after-
‘ward he said, “Though I fear not God,
nor regard man, yet because this widow
troubleth me, I will avenge ber, lest by
her continual coming she weary me.”
Out of purely selfish considerations, lest -
he should be wearied by her constant vis-
its, in order to get rid of her, he grants
the poor widow’s plea.!

Now, dear oune, this parable is one of
strong contrast. ‘“Hear what the unjust
judge saith,” but our God is the rigg’teous\\\
Judge, and shall He not “avenge His own
elect th and ni ht unto

ey eSS
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Him?” This unjust judge says, “This wi-
dow troubleth me.” /But our blessed Fa-
ther, God, never counts it a trouble to
have us come to Him, Ybut invites us in
hundreds of different Ways,1 in tenderest.
" strains of lo-ve,‘to come unto H‘im,'to cast
our burden upon -'Him,'to cast all our care
upon Him, because He careth for u)s.) The .
unjust judge answers tardily and upwill-
ingly! it is said of the righteous Judge, “I\"‘)

3

tell ell you that that He will a;venge ;hem sp-eed /
ilv.” ‘[ ST PO S f!"*l"(» e g )@ 'Z"‘

- “But,” you answer, “He has not an-
swered speedily in my case. I have prayed
and waited and watched for many a year,
and still the answer has not come.” Dear
one, is there not a ray of light in the
words, “Though He -bear long Wi’th\f\
’c/l}g__\m?” Hag He not had to bear long
with your unbehef) because i your
heart you have not really understood His
character? ] You have thought in your
secret heart that He was a little like that
unjust judge who had to bw_ed

and wearied into angwering your peti-

R N
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tio‘n.’ Have you not been taking your po-
sition as a poor “widow,” alone and de-
fenseless, instead of coming up to your
privileges as the Bride of the King,
ing that all things are yours because y()u
are Christ’s? JHe bas had to bear long\
with you because of all this/ and yet as |
soon as you let Him conquer all these dif-
ficulties, the answer shall come “'speeﬁf
il But praise God that He has been
willing to bear with us through all 019)
slowness of heart to believe.! Praise Him
that He has kept us from fainting,‘ and
has emabled us to pray in a lesser degree
of faith even before we could reach up to
the high altitude of victorious faith de-
scribed in Mark xi. 24: “What things. s
eyer.ye-desire-when ye pray, believe tha
ye.receive them, and ye shall have them.”
It seems somewhat remarkable that
right in the midst of penning this article
news should be bmught me which comes
as a most beautiful and wonderful answer
to prayer, and which has been delayed for
nearly three years. '
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In April, 1894, I was led after prayer
to make definite claim of faith, standing
on the promise in Mark xi. 24, and believ-
ing that I then and there received, for the
Lord’s own glory and for the furthering

~of His cause and kingdom, this request
made in His name. The trial of faith in
the matter has been long, but the Lord
has kept me from fainting, and has beau-
tifully sustained my faith when tempted
to waver. I have the little paper now be-
fore me, and in addition to the first date
of April 29, '94, when it was drawn up
and signed on my knées, it bears two oth-
er dates. On each of these, viz., October
30, 1895, and August 6, 1896, I have writ-
ten, “S'ti-li tvf];S‘ﬁng.” And now, today,
the manifest answer to that petition is at
hangd, and I praise Him with joyful lips
but I believe that my praise of faith dur
ing these three long years of waiting has'
perhaps gloriied Him more than any
praise I can offer today. )

Has your hope been deferred, dear child
of God, and is your heart sick and faﬁnt?)
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is weamy’ doth give power to the f-ai'n‘t,)
7,/ and He will empower you to trust Him
. with renewed confidence as you lean your
whole weight upon His might and love
The Pgalmist says, “I had fainted un-
less~I had I:Med to_see the goodness
of the Lord in the land of the 11 ng”
(Psalm XXViL. 13). Many people are try-
ing to gee in order 1o 2. This is re-
versing God’s order, fanld W111 cause them
to faint and to lose heart. But the Psalm-
ist gives, as a reason for not fainting, that
he ‘“believed to see,” that is, he believes)
first and expects to see aﬁteﬁwgmlis.
Let us no longer grieve His loving J
heart by Limiting the Holy One of Israel,/
hut let us pray and believe and restfully

expect from the Lord, and “not faint.”
A-\____

<Fear n‘ot) He 'who fainteth no‘.t,,neitfhef




GREAT FAITH AND LITTLE
FAITH |

N God’s Word we have examples giv-

l en us of great faith and of little faith.
Let us consider some of- these pass-
ages and not the characteristics of little
faith and of great faith. '
In Matt. xiv. 31, we read that our Lord
said to Peter, “O thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt?” It would
seem at first like a great wave of faith to
leave the comparative safety of the little -
boat to walk out upon the tempestuous
waves of the stormy sea. But Jesus called
 Peter’s faith a “little faith” Why was
this? Because “when he saw the wind
boisterous he was afraid.””) Little faith
takes its eye off from Jesus to look at cir-
cumstances. Little faith trembles if cir-
cumstances seem unfavorable. f Little
faith has an element of doubt mixed with
it. ) Little faith may make a good begin-
- ning, but does not hold out, and, there-
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fore, in the midst of its walk on the sed
begins to sink.

But, however weak Peter’s faith was,
it is noticeable that “he walked on the
water to go to Jesus.” That walk on the
stormy sea had Jesus as its goal. Over
stormy waves and 'th'r-ou'gh turbulent
- winds, Peter aimed “to go to Jesus,) And
the dear Master knew this well, so when
He saw Peter’s little faith giving out, and
heard his cry of distress, He was quickly
at his side, holding him up in His strong,
tender grasp( So, dear timid one of little
faith, if in your stormy walk your one
aim is “to go to Jesus” and to realise the
fulness of His power and love, be assured
He will not fail you. ) He will bear with
the little faith until it has increased to
the great faith which pleases and honors
Him.

How comforting is the thought that at
Peter’s cry of fear the Lond(@mmedﬂa;tely
stretched forth His hand.and caught
h‘im,’? and this too before He asked the
question, “O thou of little faith, where-
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fore didst thou doubt?’ When we cry
to Jesus, even in fear and partial dis-
trust, He is immediately near us to help
and reassure.. The question asked of
Peter remains in the Word an unanswer-
ed one. Evidently Peter made no reply,
excepf with the other disciples to wor-
ship Him as the Son of God. Surely what
reason could there be for- doubting with
the Sovereign of wind and wave so close
at hand? But Peter had failed to catch
the inspiration of the Saviour’s words

uttered just before, “It ig I; be not
afrgid,” and so he had disobeyed the ten- -
e ——— —— )

der command, and had been afraid after
all. Oh, how dull of spiritual vision are
we who, like Peter, apprehend the power
of surrounding circumstances more than
we do the power of the Son of G@But
the day came @t lagt when, by the infilling
of the Holy Spirit, Peter’s “little faith”
was changed into “great faith,” and he
could bid the lame man at -the Beautiful
Gate of the temple to arise and walk in
the name of Him whose strong uphold-
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ing he had experienced in the tossing
wave. (Bel-o-'ved, press on through doubts
and fears until the inspiration of the
blessed Spirit, through your fully surren-
dered will, shall work a mighty faith
which shall command the mountains to
be removed for His glo‘rh

In Matt. viii, 26, we again hear Jesus
saying, “Why are ye fearful, O ye of little
faith?” The “great :t‘empe;st” had sudden-
ly arisen on the sea, so that the ship was
covered with the waves, but Jesus was
asleep. The terrified disciples awoke Him
with the cry, “Lord, save us; we perish.”
In the majesty of His almightiness the
Master “arose and rebuked the winds and
the sea, and there was a great calm.” Oh,
the unspeakable calm which comes to
tempest-tossed souls when Jesus arises to
deliver, and His voice is heard quieting
the adverse circumstances which threaten
to overwhelm! But in the midst of such
a calm how often we have wondered with
shame and sorrow why we have been so
fearful and why our faith has been so

I T
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small. In this lesson we see again that
fear is a s1gn of little faith.

In Matt. xvi. 8, Jesus says to His disci-
ples, “O ye of little faith, why reason ye
a‘mong yourselves?’ Here we see that an-
other acoormpamment of lw is
I;g@_i?ﬂ Great faith does not reason
things out) It blindly follows the Lord;
that is, it obeys God without regard to
consequences ) Perfect faith does not
Judge after the sight of the eyes nor the
hearing of the ears. (\ fears not, doubts
not, and reasons not.) It has, however,
one supreme reason for its course of ac-
tion; that is, God bhas spoken. When
God’s Word is contradicted by all that
appeals to natural sight and semse, still
Jfaith wavers not. It deliberately refuses
to believe contradictory -circumstances
and depends alone on God’s unchanging
Word.

In Luke xii. 28, little faith is again re-
ferred to in these words: ¢If then God so
clothe .the grass, which is today in the
field, and tomorrow is cast into the oven;
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how much more will He clothe you, O ye
of little faith?” Then is added the ad-
monition, not to be occupied in seeking af-
ter things to eat and drink, because our.
Father knoweth that we have need of
these things. The words, “Neither be ye
of doubtful mind,” are translated in the
margin, “Live not in carefnl.snspense.”
ectl;z nesiﬁll drgnmng.an anxious care
e e)Cateih”  (reat faith seeks
, dom of God and His right-
eousness in every thought and mave, and
therefore it finds all necessary things add-
.ed. It is a delight fo watch the gweef
providence of God.in directing iand shap-
ing.our temporal.affairs while we are a¢-
cupied.with the watters pertaining to His
Lingdom.
During.all trials.of faith and seeming

]
| the right moment, and in such.a way as
11.s=h~<>omJ:hs:.b.Lf:ssz=4>.g1lymtl-:.mzs'-i: dfﬁ-ﬂy) He
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keeps before us @ continual revelation of
His watch-care over us, and keeps us, in
the sweetest ways possible, in touch with
His never-failing love.

There are two notable cases of great
faith recorded in the Gospels, one is the
centurion’s faith and the other that of
the Canaanitish woman. From theselet us
see the characteristics of great faith. See
Luke vii. 2-9. &}reat faith is always hum-
ble. ) The elders of the Jews had told Je-
sus that the centurion was “worthy,” for

he “loveth our nation, and he hath built

us a synagogue.” But when Jesus was
near the house, the centurion sent friends
to Him saying that he was neither worthy
to come to Jesus nor to have Him come
under his roof. Qreat faith alwavs fakes
this position, “I am not worthy,” bat it.
hases its plea on the great fonndation,
“Waorthy is the Lamb that was slain.”
(Rev. v. 12.) The centurion’s faith was so
great that it did not demand any sign or
~ wonder, not even the visible presence of

Jesus, but he said, “Speak the word only,

b

0989 279 |




98 THE LIFE OF PRAISE.

and my. seryant shall be.healed.” How :
sad it is that when the, word of promise
- Qur faith is so gmall that we are ever re.
quiring signs and. wonders hefore we will
believe,
We get the same lesson of humility as
an element of great faith in the story of
-the Capaanitish woman. (Matt. xv. 22-28.)
She. toak, ‘without besitation, the lawly
‘X place of alittle dag-under she - -
ing to pick up-the cmmha wih.lch the.thL
dren wasted, but because of her humility
and faith the Master said to her, “Be jt
unt ; as tho ilt.” Thus she
had given her not merely the crumbs, bu
a whole loaf of ‘“the children’s brea;d‘j
Her greaf faith is.also shown in her refus-
X*  al to take any denial.and in her persist-
ency when He “answered. her not a
word.” How many times when we have
heard. no answer to our urgent cries, we
have gone away discouraged and uncom-
forted, while if we had refused to depart,
even when other disciples would have
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pressed us back, we would have secured
an abundant blessing. The woman’s great
faith is further shown in the fact that
when He did answer her with a seeming
denial, she_came and ‘‘worshipped Him.
How.precious js this spirit of.lgving.gub- -
though He should continue o deny her
request. This is alwags 2 DAcessavy 2e
self more than any of His gifts, and this
draw nearer. and to urge.auc plea.
Beloved, let us press closer, in persis-
tggcy, ig full surrender, in worship, in
the faith that stands on the Word enly,
and in the humility that makes the worth-
iness of Jesus Himself our omnly plea.
Then shall we hear Him saying unto us, .
“And whatsoever ye shall ask in My
name, that will I do, that the Father may
. be glorified in the Son” (John xiv. 13).
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THE DESIRES OF THINE
HEART

| N Mark xi. 24, we read, “What things
P
sgever ye desire, When xg pna.y be-

Tms promlse, made by our blessed
Lord, is 0 boundless in its grace, so un-

limited in its rich p-mvision) that weak -
-faith often staggers before it. We feel

like saying, “Can it be possible that God
means just ‘what ‘this verse rsays?xj -Can
He be willing to grant me all my heart’s
desire, and to give me liberty to believe
that I receive whatever I desire when I
pray? ) I am only a frail human being.
How can He trust me to have right de-
sires, so that He can thus fulfil them all?”
These questionings have undoubtedly
gone through all of our hearts at one time
or another. Let us take up this question
of our desires and see from God’s Word
what conditions must first be fulfilled be-
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fore we can fully comprehend and realise}
our blessed privileges as set forth in
Mark xi. 24.

In Ps. xxxvii. 4, we read, “Delight thy-
wmm and He shall give
thge the desires of thine heart.”

'~ Here again ‘we are promised that our
heart’s desires shall be gra,n"bed,) but there
is a condition preceding the promise, viz.,
to ~de}'ighrt ourselves in the Lord. m, ~
m@ymﬂ in J__g;::_,ﬁts, and §t wanmwly
another thing to delight ourse he
Lozd Himself in the possible abﬂwi
@;;:ngrﬁts The bride who 'with true
heart has given herself to her beloved is
sure to receive from him many gifts of iv
love, but her heart is not set upon these,
If her delight is not unselfishly set upon
the bridegroom himself, he will not con-
sider her worthy of his love or his gifts;

, {but k;eeaxuse she loves him for himself

- alone, it is his delight to shower his gifts
upon her\) This illustration may perhaps
sérve to make more clear the meaning

—
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of the text. Delighting ourselves in the
Lord sa‘lone,) our_hearts are purified and
our des"i‘.f‘?éi are, His own degires within

48 In the self life human desires are
strong, and in the past we have often ;
erred greatly in desiring what would only
have brought us distress had those de-
sires been granted. ( We read in Psalm

ovi. 15, “ng___mw..' - reguest, hut

b4 t.emhle d:hmg.;to persevere so wilfnlly in )
baving.our awn desires that God will at
last grant them to our spiritval bart) It
is recorded in Psalm 1xxxi. 12, “So 1 ga.va
them up unto their own hearts’ lust (or
desire) and they walked in their own )
counsels.” ) Nothing could be more ter-
rible than to be thus given up by God to‘/
ﬁe desires and counsels of our fleshly
nature) In the death to self these desires |
are takKen away) and a new set of heaven-
ly desires are given us by the Spirit of
_ God) In.a perfectly yielded Jife we have .
% often poticed thatf self desires are-so purg-
¢d.out of us that in praying ahouta mai-
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ane gouls except the longing cry, “Mhy
will,he dope”) Thisis most bleased,.and
many-gouls stap at ihis point, helieving
thaf they haxe arrived at the-gtade of sub-

Lord. There is a command, however, in

I do m;t know that I can make this
point as clear to my readers as it has re-
cently been made to my own soul. The

new light 'which has been given to me by

- the Lord upon this subject has been very
blessed. Let each reader seek the Spir-

it's tewchmg\that he ’msay not fail to
know His highest gwill ri

i
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\

portant point./ Ji seems fo me that it is \
mt.ihe—hlghest.place.:ﬁo,he.samsmve as v
)( do know uo definite desire in Mﬁr/hn.t \"
this is a hecessary. gfeppinggtone to the
..f.emend;, effectnal prager” which g7
: by the Holy Spirik, Have
you been brought to a place of lowliness
and submission, where “Thy will be done”
seems the only desirable expf*esrsaon of

Prayer‘" Thenw_an j;o.haxe A

Then thege W111 be new meaning to rthe
words, ‘W‘haaL_thmgs__sae_veL_ye«desme
when ye pray, believe that ye re@_;y,e»

”_(lit. translation)
atsoey. ¢ dgsire. The same thoughts
are bvough(t out in I. John v. 14, 15, “If
'we ask anything according to His will,
He heareth ué And if we know that He

¢
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hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know fthaﬁ
————
: et1rt10ns that we des1red of

'Hifmi”
.ﬁ&gmphedaﬁaﬂlwmdemg,_@_egﬂ

dlled. svith hald.n;ess 1o da.lm .th.e,ﬁﬂ____.ﬁl
- “knQw that me have hamthe e petitions M
sired” hy an WW&E
ase-or feel the gngwer This Js salid
ground.in prayer,.and we shall he thus
&ept frow. wavering during .any ixial of
faith which way follow,) In Sact, dhese is
Jjoy.and wonderful glorg in'a trial ot faith >
weare already maore than gopgyerors, and
we are able to smile-at Satan’s.yain at-
tempts 40 everthrow.our fajth, & will \
fulfil the desire of them that fear Ilm”
(Ps. cxm.:l as “King Solomon
gave unto the Queen of Sheba all her de-
'sire/ whatsoever she ‘asked, besides that
which Solomon gave her of his royal
bounty”’)(&. Kings x. 13), so a ‘“greater
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than So-lomon”) is our Ki'ng,) and His
“royal ‘b‘o'un»ty”)sha,ll so far exceed what
we ask or think as to make us con-
stantly amazed and delighted Wl"th His
goodnes&)

Only bow in sweet submission at His
feet)acknorwledgmg Him as your King of
kings, and He will teach you the secret
of faith, the blessedness of prefv"anhng in

prayer for His own glory
/

\[,




COMFORT AND DELIVER-
-ANCE

E will take our lesson today from
the first chapter of Second Corin-
thians.

“Blessed be God, even the Father of
~ mercies and the God of all comfort who
gomfomteth ug in all our tribulation that
we may be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, by the comfort where-
_ with we ourselves are comforted of God.”

I find so many people séeking for com-
tort. (They say it is the comfort of the
Holy Ghost they 'want, )yet many of them
are seeking it for selfish pu'rpo'ses.}‘ They
desire to be comforted of God-Lnot that
they may become ministers of comfort in
their vturn,’ but so that they may have a
good ﬁme,’a;nd be free from pain and trou- :
ble, 'and be at ease in Zi'on.ﬁ')Q

Dear ones, if you really desire the com-
fort of the Holy Gthost,’and communion
with the Father, in order that you may
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. use it as Jesus used it,'; it is for you, and .
those that seek shall find)but if you get
this heavenly eom‘*fort? it will cause you to
réach out in all directions to comfort oth-
ers with the same comfort wherewith you
. have been comforted./ You will not wait
for opportunities,tyou will go ‘where tle
-opportunities are,’among the ’]malt ‘and
lame, the sick and the blind, as Jesus did, -
and you will learn this remarkable fact,
that as you impart your comfort it in-
crnea,s‘es.f@e law of giving differs from
all other mathematics) The_more you
spend the more you have./ G@M
“Is your cruse of comfort failing? Ris
and share it with another.”) o
,( “Scanty fare for one is a royal feast for
two,”)in God’s arithmetic. When you find
yourself growing comfortleds) go quickly
and share what you have left with some
one who has less than y»ou,\and you shall-
return with your own cup running over)
It is very necessary to our growth in
gracce that every mite of comfort we get,
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and every new thing we learn of God’s
Spirit should be passed on to othqfsa
Sometimes in studying God’s Word, I get
a wonderful new ray of light.! The very
next opportunity I tell it to some one
eluse,‘fa,-n'd the more I tell i-t," the more its
circle of light enlarges till its arch is like
“a rainbow) and it glows with the very
light of the throne.] ‘ \

' “But,” you say, “I have no gift of lan-
guage; I don’t know how to talk it out.” -
‘But God is_able to enrich you in_utter-
ag&zasj“well as in aynw If He
~ could give me utterance, He certainly can
give rt to you. A was utterly dumb 12{ )
regard to the things of God, but after the
blessing got too big for my heart}1 had
to talk fAsk Jesus to fill your little earth™
‘en vesselfso full it will be compelled to
run over}

“ Verses 8 to 10: “For we would not,
brethren, have you ign»o=na,nrt of our trou-
ble which came to us in Asia,that wewere
pressed out of ‘measure/ »above_«strength,\ _
insomuch that we despaired even of l-ifep



\
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“But we had the sentence of death in

| ours'elves,) that we should not trust in our-

selves, but in God which raiseth the
dead: / ’

“Who delivered us from so great a
death, and doth deliver/ in whom we trust
that He will yet deliver us.”

May the-Lord by His Holy Spirit give
you as much comfort out of these three
verses as He has given me. This Word

- says that Paul was “pressed,” and the

pressure was so great he could not meas-
ure it. Only the Crucified Hand could
measure Paul’s trouble. But He who suf-
fered even unto death Himself was watch-
ing, with His measuring scale in band,
ready 'to make the way of escape before

|

/

the «tri'al:'s‘\houl‘d become too grievous to be_/

borne.” Sb{{ne of. you have been going
threugh just such a pressure. God knows
what-it is. Your trial ‘might not be a_
trial to another, but it weighs you down

‘“above strength.” “Beloved, think it not
ji” strange concerning this fiery trial which

cometh upon you to prove you (as the Re-
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\

vised Version reads), but rejoice, inas- *
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s s-uf;f
ferings, that at the revelation of His glo-
7Ty ye may rejoice with exceeding joy!”

We have been through all these pres-
sing processes in which we “despaired ev-
en “of life.” I remember a good many in
my life, especially during my long ill-
ness. It was not only the terrible pain,
but the crushing sense of helplessness,
and thought of the dear ones who suffered )
80 much with me.

Two years and two months I lay in that
agony, but in looking back upon it now,
how I thank God for the pressing pro-
cess! A great deal of self had to be
pressed out of me before 1 was ready to
receive the “life more =a-bun-d'antly.’;) The
pressure seemed above strength and out
of measure, and I despaired even of lif'e,)
All human resources failed; ¥we had the
sentence of death in- ounse]ves.”)l was not
only suffering unutterable anguish in my
body, but clouds of doubts and fears were
rolling over my .spi-rit.) I had sought and
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struggled long for the full assurance of
faith in Christ/ and finally came to the
conclusion that I was different from oth-
er people, and the blessing was not for
me;lthat I was so stony-hearted it was
not possible for God to work in my heart
to His glory, and give me peace and‘jrdy

and vivo-to-ry., I was sure I must be the.

wrong kind of :mJaJteri-al,' and I could dis-
eover nothing but the ‘“sentence (or an-
swer) of death” in >mys;el—f.'Bult God which
“paiseth the dead” delivered my -so‘ul,’ and
filled me with peace and viictory! and also
healed my bodyas by a m-ira;cle! in answer

. to the prayer of faith. [ The God of Paul

is able to deliver you from “so great a
" @eath,” no matter what your trial may
be. |

Will you not rest in Him today and
realise that you have nothing to do in this
battle but to keep still—keep still and
trust in God which raiseth ‘the dead, Who
: éle—l}lrg-gd” and “doth dehver,” A
,‘Zeft deliver.” } ‘ -

As fast as you die to your ewwp 3

.
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be raised to newness of life. Christ will
give you “beauty for ashes,” and “the oil
of joy for mourning. »)

'God will let every’ohmg fail in which | J(

l

|

| _ you have trusted, especaally all your own
* natural goodness. / People who have al-
ways 'been amiable frequently pride them-
selves upon 1|t’ and God has to teach them
that all they count good in themsvelves)

v11e / Nothmg, nothing at all of the nat-

ur&l heart will be mccepr’_ced of Cxodl none

graces) Christ must lQe al, that in vall i
things He e may have the pre-emmence

Cain brou*ght a gift of the fruits of the

ground to the Lord, but on them was e
blood-shedding, no acknowledgement of
dthe necessity of of atonement, and God re-

jected Cain’s offermgs) and accepted

‘a5

2.~ Abel’s which was offered in recognition
-/ / of and faith in the “L.amb that was slain
from the foundation of the world.”

and your own resources and your confi-——
dence in yourself, just so fast you will

has to d1e the same as all that they count @ ! -

/

/;4
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God showed me He would never use
anyone for His glory until all their nat-
ural gifts had died./ All has to pass un-
der the blood-shedding,Jand Jesus then
resurrects it as He will,lto His own gloryj
“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves
to think anything as of ourselves; but our
sufficiency is of God”)(IL. Cor. iii.,, 5).

Are you willing n‘ot'tov think a thought
unless God thinks it in you?/ Although
~we may be willing to own our deficiency

on all other lines it is hard to admit that

we are incapable of doing our own think-

ing and planning,’ but God tells us not 3

lean to our own understanding, but to ac-

knowledge Him in all enr ways.)

j(Even when it seems as though the way

you had committed to God had gone com-

pletely wrong, still rest and trust. ) Soon

you will see the manifestation of your
blessed Lord’s workmd\\ If Jesus leads,

you cannot go astray, and “as many as ;f
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the

sons of 'God.”
If 'we depend on Jesus for His heavenly



COMFORT AND DELIVERANCE. 115

wisdom, it W111 defeat all the worldly-wise

counsel of Ahlthopel.! “That we should
not trust in ourselves;” will you say this
the next time the devil tells you to trust

I] .
in your own wisdom, or your own pra,yers, ‘

or your own faith? ' Say, “I have the an _

swer of death in myself, but I will trust

in God who raiseth the dead.” - Say, “I\*

W111 d:le Lord, entirely, and never have *;

any more life unless Thou dost raise me ;

up and put it in me by Thy own mighty °

power which raised Jesus from the dead.”, "

/“Who delivered us from so great a

death.”/ When Paul was willing to die he

was delivered. ] Three deliverances, of the
past, of the present, and of the future.

* Deliverances all along the way. }He who -

has delivered thee in six troubles will al-

low_no evil to touch you in the seventh, b

/Oan’t you trust Him ow in the swelhngs
of Jordan? )

&

Here I'll raise my Hbenezer, !
Hither by Thy help I’m come;

‘And I know by Thy good pleasure,
~ 1 shall safely reach my home.

SN

-

i

i, e D o
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Praise God there are Ebenezer altars
all along the way, and every evening as
we piteh the tent, we can say, “Hitherto

People sometimes say to me, “Oh, if
God had raised me up from my dying
bed as He has you, I would never doubt
again!” Yes, you Wvouuld—-’/;y:)ur heart
uni-d be mean enough to doubt Him the
very next time unless He continually ke‘pﬁ-
you by His grace. ) Our hearts are so

- hardened we remember not His miracles

" ‘unless they are kept tender by the con-
stant influx of His love, VIt is not the
miracles that bind our faith, it is Jesu_s!/f
He works a constant miracle to do it.
Eéave I abundant faith? It was not be-
cause I was raised up from death, but be- )
cause I have Jesus all the way along abi#
ing in me tobe my faith. /If you will take
. Him as your life, ).y'ou will have a wonder-
ful experience of what He is able to do in
all emergencies. 1 He will surprise ydu all
the time with His miracle-workin gnpowerﬁ
above all that you are able to ask or even |



COMFORT AND DELIVERANCE. 117

to rthink./' Although the blessing of one
time is exceedingly abundant, the next -
blessing will mark a higher flood of .glo-
ry, and so the tide keeps rising, and will
rise to all eternity.z'

-/ How many will say “Amen” today to
all His promises and come and take of the
Water of Life freely? Not according to /_

your desert's,lbut “according to His riches ‘

in glory.” } “Raithful is He that calleth
you, who also will do it.”




VICTORY THROUGH DEFEAT

WILL tell you what gave me the key-
note for this Bible reading this morn-
ing. It was a little sentence. It was

a little sentence that I heard Mr. Mont-
gdm'ery read, that “(}_gi gets His greatest
‘viACftovrjies out o{fﬂ’ apparent defeats.” Very
often the enemy seems to triumph for a
Ii-ttle,’ and God lets it be ‘so,'buft then He
comes in and upsets all the work of the
enemy/f overthrows the apparent vigtory,!

~iand, as the Bible says: “Turns the way 9@

the wicked upside ,dg}zny Thus He gives
a great deal larger victory than we would
have known if He had not allowed the en- |
emy seemingly to_triumph in the ﬁrsj//
place. [ We will look into the Word of
God for illustrations of this truth.” Turn
to 'the tthird chapter of Daniel.” This sto-
ry is familiar to you. Here was an ap-
parent victory of the enemy.’ You remem-
ber that Nebpchadnezzar the king, had
made a great ima,ge of gold,’and he com-
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manded that all the people should wor-
ship the imagefand his decree was that
all the people who did not bow down to
worship the image should be cast into a
fiery furmace. _

You remember also that there were
three men who served God with all their
hearts and they would not obey this com-
mand, and, therefore, Nebuchadnezzar
was very angry. He had these three men
brought before him and asked them if it
were true that they dared disobey his
command. These three brave men of
faith answered, ‘“O Nebuchadnezzar, we )
are not careful to answer thee in this
matter. @f_}fg be so, our God whom we
serve, is able to deliver us from the burn-

' ing fiery furnace; and Hg will deliver us

out of thine hand, O king. But, if not, be
it known unto thee, Q king, we will not ;-
serve thy gods, nor worship the gol:den)(
image which thou hast set up.” We read
that Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury and
commanded that the furnace should be
heated seven times hotter. [ Things looked
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pretty dark for these three men. Then
he commanded the most mighty men in
his army to bind them and cast them into
the furn‘axc‘e,/:and the fire was so hot that
the very men who cast them into the fur-
nace were burned up by the ﬂa-mes,’ and
these three Hebrew children fell down
bound in the midst of the burning fiery
furnace. | It looked as if the servants of
the living God were going to have a terri-
ble ‘defea:t,'sand their enemies watched to
see them burn up in that awful fire? We
have all been in places where it seemed
as though we were defeated and the ene-
my rejvociced,'antd ‘we can imagine what a
complete defeat this looked to be./ They
fell down in the flames, !(md Nebuchadnez-
zar watched them and began to be very
much astonished,” so that he could not
_ trust his own memor‘y,,:alnd he asked his
. counselors, “Qid not we cast three men
" bound info the midst of the fire?’ And
they said, “True, O king.” “Well, but
what is this? I see fourapsn. I see them
loose and walking aboui? They are ___n_qt
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~bound either, but are walking around in;
the fire, and they seem to be enjoying
themselves, and the form eof the fourth is
like ummw\ Even poor
heathen Nebuchadnezzar had it revealed
unto him“that . this was the Son of G»_QQ)
And so we may fall down in the ﬁéry fur-
nace of 'afﬂi'cti-on,' but the fire will only
burn the bands that hold us captive, and
we shall rise to newness of life, And ev-
en the 'worldly people gazing upon us
shall behold that the Lord our God is

with -us,land that when we walk through

the fire all not kindle upon/
us.” Pwmm_snf {

femng,/ and affliction, fecanse in all these
things He makes us more than conquer-
ors through Him that loved ell
they remained in the fire until Nebuchad-
nezzar called them out of it. When I was
telling this story to my little girl one day,
sheasked mef*Don’t you think they were
sorry when they had to come out, because
Jesus was there with them ?J They were
having a 'ble'sse‘d_\ time, communing with
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their Lord! 1 have no doubt but that the
atmosphere around them was the atmos-
phere of heaven, pure and cool and re-
freshing. .
Nebuchadnezzar told them to come
forth, and when they “came forth out of
the midst of the fire” their enemies saw
that their hair was mot even singed,
“neither were their coats c'hlevng-ed,’ nor

the smell of fire had passed on them.”?

Nebuchadnezzar was so affected by the
power of the Lord that he said, “Bless-
ed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who hath sent His angel
and delivered His servants that trusted

% in Himg, and have changed the king’s )

word, and yielded their bodies that they
mig:]ﬁ_:got serve nor worship any god ex:
cept their own God.” And then he sent

forth a decree that every nation or peo-
ple that spoke anything against the God !

-0f these three men should be' cut ih

pieces, “because there is mo o'thery
that can gﬁhygr_after this sort.”

Gogjg power (“changed the king’s
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word.”' The word goes forth from the
kings of the earth and from those who
have the power in this land to harm the
children of God,Tbut God changes that
word because ‘they ‘trust in Him and have
determined not to serve any god but their
own God. This apparent defeat resulted
in a marvelous victory.! Suppose that
these ‘three men had lost their faith and
purage and had complained, saying,
“Why did not God keep us out of the fur-
nace?” They ‘would have been burned, and
God would not have been glorified. )

We read in the sixth chapter of Daniel
that Daniel had found favor in the king’s
sight, 'and that they could find no fault
with him “except they found it against
him concerning the law of hi S Oh,
that people could not find any fault with
us except that we served God too faith-
fully! / Then the governors and princes
(“con-sul‘ted together to establish a royal

statute, and to make a firm decree, that
whosoever should ask a petition of any
god or man for thirty days,7 except from
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‘the king, should be cast into a den of

lions./ And they took the decree to the
king and he signed it. Now when Daniel
heard it, do you think he said, “Well,
I can pray in my closet and not let those
people know that I am praying to God to-
day; I will be circumspect and cautious?”
No; he dared to show his colors. His ene-
mies came and found him “praying and
makmg _supplication before His God.”

/ Therefore they accused him before the

king, who “was sore displeased with him-
self, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver
him.”) He was reminded, however, by his
princes that the law of the Medes and ‘

"7~ Persians could not by changed, and Dan-

iel's fate was sealed. King Darius had
one ray ,of hope left, and he said unto
Daniel, “Thy Ged whom thou servest gon-
tlnually He will deliver theef
prn'tly the enemies of the Lord
had_triumphed, and it seemed like a tre-

mendous defeat to His cause, but as we
" have seen before God gets His greatest

victories out of what seem like the great-



VICTORY THROUGH DEFEAT. 125

est fail-ures,’ and it was so in this ca;se.l
Daniel must have had a night, not of an-
xiety and trouble, but of great joy, for
his testimony the next morning was, “My
{God hath sent His angel, and hath shut }i /
the lions’ mouths that they have not hurt / ~
me.”  With the compamons’hlp of thaf
bright visitor from heaven, how blessed
must have been that night of testingl
His deliverance was because of his over-
coming faith, for we read, “No m~an'ner"&;
of hurt was found upon him hecause he j
believed in_his God.” The king was “ex-
ceeding glad,” and he commanded that |
Daniel’s accusers should 'be cast into the ’
den of lions, and then he wrote a decree
that in all his kingdom men should “trem-
ble and fear before the God of Daniel;”
“for He is the living God,” “He delivey-
| gth, and rescueth, and worketh gigns and
wonders in heaven and in earth.” Oh,
shall we not learn the lesson that in all
the hard places Grod brings us into,'He is
making ospportunmes for us to exercise
such faith in Him' as w111 bring about




126 THE LIFE OF PRAISE,

blessed resulis and greatly glorify His
name? 7 »

Let us turn to.the book of Esther for
still another illustration of this same
truth. You remember this history of
Queen Esther, and how Hamam was plot-
ting for the downfall of Mordecai and the
destruction of the whole Jewish people.
One night the king could not sleep, and

/ “he commanded to bring'him the book of
records of the chronicles, and they were
read before the king.”" It was written that
Mordecai had saved the king’s life when
two of his chamberlains had sought to
lay hands on him, and the king said,
“What honor and dignity hath been done
toMordecai for this?’ Theyanswered that
no reward had been given him.’ Haman
came in at that moment intending to ask

;permission to hang Mordecai, but the king
asked him, “What shall be done unto the
‘man whom the king delighteth to honor?”
Hamian thought that it must be himself
whom the king wanted to hon-or,' s0o he
planned a very great thing. -+ He advised
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that the royal apparel be brought that
the king used to wear, and the king’s
crown be set upon his head, and that he
ride through the city on the king’s horse,
a noble prince leading him, and proclaim-
ing, “This is the man whom the king de-
lighteth to honor.”) :

How frightened and hu-niilia;tted was
Haman when he found that it was Mor-
decai whom the king desired to honor!
The king acted on his suggestion, and
moreover appointed Haman to be the
prince who should lead him in triumph
through the city. '

When Queen Esther knew the plot
against the Jews, and how the king had
been persuaded by Haman to sign a writ-
ing for the destruction of her people, she
risked her life and went before the king
- without being called, saying, “If I perish)
I perish” God gave her favor in his eyes, )
so that he held out the\ggl_d'eww to
her and said he would grant her request
unto the half of his kingdom. God chang-
ed the defeat of His people into a mighty
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victory/ for when the king learned of Ha-
man’s wickedness, he commanded that
Haman should be hanged on the gallows
that he had erected for Mordecai./ But
Mordecai went out of the king’s presence
in royal apparel, and with a crown of
gold on his head. / The writing of the king
could not be changed, but another writing
was sent throughout all the pmvin_ces,\
permitting the Jews “to_stapd for their
lgg,” and to destroy all who tried to hurt
them./ “And many of the-people of the
land became Jews, for ithe fear of the
Jews fell upon them.”/ In the ninth
chapter, first verse, we read that when
the time came that the enemies of the
Jews hoped to have power over them, (‘it
was turned to the contrary, and the Jews
had rule over them that hated *the‘m.y In
the third verse we see that instead of the
rulers hurting them they helped them,
/ “because the fear of Mordecai fell upon,
them.” The Jews had rest and quietness
and honor in the land such "a:s' they had
never had hefore.f In the fourteenth verse
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we redd that their sorrow was turned into-

rj_-gz,’_amd they feasted and sent “portions
one to another, and_gifts to the poor.”
What a mighty victory out of what seem-
ed at first a terrible deefat!So God turns
our sorrow into jojy;' He takes the very
trial and makes use of it to bring about
great results for our good, and His glory.’
(Shall we not be more trustful and patient
when we do not immediately understand
His plans for us? 4 ]

Now look at Numbers xxiii: Balak, the
king of Moab, had hired Balaam to curse
the children of Israel./ But God rebuked
Balaam,fand the dumb beast upon which
-he-was riding perceived the angel that
stood in the way, and spoke to Balaam.
God permitted Balaam to go, but said:
“Quly the word that 1 shall speak unto
thee, that thou shalt speak.” / Instead of
cursing the children of Israel, Balaam be-
gan to bless therh. Balak was horrified,
and said: “What has thou done unto me?)
I took thee to curse mine enemies, and be-
hold thou hast blessed themall together.”
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Then Balak brought him to another place,
and wanted Balaam to try again. Ba-
laam’s answer was, “Surely there is no
enchantment against Jacob, neither is
there any divination against I‘sra,el.” The
heathen ki-ng took him to a third place to
see if he would not have better results in
cursing them there, but Balaam pro-
nouniced a greater blessing than ever, so
that Balak was very angry. After the
second trial Balak had said to Balaam,
KNeither curse them at all nor bless them
at all.” When Balak failed to have the
curse broughit about, he wanted that at
least they should have no blessing,’ but it
is mot God’s way to neutralise a curse up- -
on His people,’l but to overcome it alto-
gether,/so that we receive blessing for
curging. { In Deut. xxiii. 5 it is recorded,
“Nevertheless the Lord thy God would
fnot hearken unto Balaam, but the Lord
thy God turned the curse into a blessing
unto them because the Lord rthy God lov-}
{ed them.”/ God can take the curse and
the venom that the devil has in his hear
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against a ,‘and that he is trying to work
~ out in your life, and change it into the
mqst_glorious victory,/if you will but
trust Him. / When Satan sees that God
- turns his evil work into blessing in our J
lives, )und-oubtedly he is sorry that he
tried to curse us,Jand he would like to
say to the Lord, “I\_;ll,rt@kg_ﬁ_@ll__@gk,
dorn’t bless them, and don’t curse them;
just leave them alone.”) But God has giv-
en us that wonderful promise in Rom.
viii. 28, and as long as that word stands,
evil will not be neutralised to God’s chil-
dren, but l;nadepio “Work rt:ogether for
g a» "’»:_* i ——f ”f gl‘ {vg,gr

/" Some one has said rthafc apparently the
greatest defeat in this universe was the
defeat_of Calvary, when the blessed Son
of God was crucified by His enemies. The
tmrsdples on their way to Emmaus
were very sad as they “communed to-
gether and reasoned,’f and they said to Je-
- sus, not knowing it was their risen Lord,
“We_trusted that it had been He who -
should have redeemed Israel’) But out

N e g
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of that ignominious death and defeat of
Calvary came the resurrection of the Son
of God, and through that death and resur-.
rection, eternal life to all who will accept
Him. f
" If there is a great trial and defeat in
your life today, beloved, do not own it as
defeat, but contm];e,,‘ by faith, to_claim

Rty T

the victory through Him v_vho is able 1:0
Ama,ke?z)flwr;(?rzﬁﬁﬁn a conquerorx At one
time of great testing in my life, the enemy™
put to me the question, “How long w;ll\{;~ -
you believe that the licmty_iumlm.?”v %
And in the face of all the difficulty I said,
“I will believe all the days of my life,
even though I should never see any hu-
man_evidence of victory”d With that
God-given faith, which would not quail
before the taunts or lies of the devil, a

, glorious. victory was soon apparen

'VLV%BMd trust Him to turn the curse

)3 to a bless1ngjorm W

(717
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HEARKENING DILIGENTLY

HE ,tho'ught has been coming to me
with ever-increasing force of late,
that God wants the careful atten-

tion of His children that they may heark-
en dlhgently to His voice, and thus. know
His will and do If. }I find that many dear
ones are anxious to do God’s wﬂl} but

they are often in doubt about what that -

will is,)and instead of waiting upon Him
long enough to find it rout/ they run hither
and thither and make sad mistakes and
bring much confusion and trouble into
their own hves,’as well as faahng to glor-
ify God.)

-~ There are very many passages in the

Wlord of God in which He calls upon us :

to hearken to Hlsrvome, and many times
‘ ' also He laments the fact that His people
! Wlll not hearken and thus miss the good
Wh_lch He had intended to shower upon
\\them
From the many texts upon this import-
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ant subject, I have selected a few which 1
trust will bring both warning and com-
fort to my re'a.ders,'and I hope they will
afterwards take Bible and Concordance
in hand and study the many other pas-
sages on hearkening which they will find
for themselves.

In 1. Sam. xv. 22, we read, “Behold, to'
obey is better than sacrifice, and tg hea,rlé.- i
en than the fatof rams. For rebellion is
as the sin of witcheraft, and stubborn-
ness is as iniquity and idol\atry.”/

The story is familiar to us all, how
King Saul failed to hearken and obey,
when sent to destroy the Amalekites and
their possessions, and how he preserved
ﬁt‘he best of the sheep and of the oxen”
to sacrifice unto the Lord/Ah, how many
times God’s children try to excuse their
failure to hearken and obey under the
pretext of doing something gracious for
the Lord’s cause and kingdom, while all
the time they are displeasing Him by go-

ing their own ways instead of His, ) For

this one act of disobedience Saul’s king-
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dom was rent from him, /and can @_f/ail__
. to hearken and obey without suffering
grezf loss, gpiritually at least?

In Isa. xlviii. 18, we ‘hear the sad com-
plaint of “the Holy One of I'srael,”/ “0
that thou hadst hearkened to My com-
mandments '}’then had thy peace been as
a river, /and thy righteousness as the
waves of the sea.” ]

Do we need peace, beloved, deep peace,
broad and full and glorious as a mighty,
river? ) Then let us hearken to Christ un-;‘f/ ,
til we are so well acquainted 'with His
voice that we shall not miss a single
whisper. Are we saddened over our sing
and failures and do we need that right--

eousness which shall break in great bil-
lows upon our longing souls? /Then let
us hearken diligently to His command-
menMr ears closed to the tumult
of e-a.rth} and giving all our attention to
His Word and His Spirit. /He longs, dear
one, that you shall have this rich experi-
encd for He says again in Ps. lxxxi. 8, “O
I-srae‘l,’ if thou wilt hearken unto Me,)

I
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there shall no strange god be in thee;>
neither shalt thou worship any strange
god.”7 And again-there is the wail of dis-
appointed love, “But My people would
‘not hearken to My voice, and Israel would
‘none of Me; so I gave them up unto their
;own_hearts’ lusts, and they walked in
thg}}j own ﬂggml‘;ggls. / Oh, that My people
had hearkened unto Me, and Israel had
walked in My ways! )I‘_sgggl_g soon have
subdued their ememies and turned My

Ixxxi. 11-14.) Does this sound as though
God wanted you to have a hard time? -
Does it not sound rather like a tender
mother grieving because her children are
determined to go their own wa.y) against
her counsel, and thus suffer the hardships
she would willingly have saved them
from?;/ Is this not tender, wonderful lan-

guage from the God of Love? He says if
they had only hearkened He would soon
have subdued their enemies,j}Have you
failed in the past to hearken, beloved, and
is this the cause of the long delay in an-
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swered prayer, when it seems as though
the Lord does not hear your cry or care
any more? For there are very solemn
words recorded in Zech vii. 11, ¥But they
refused to hearken, and pulled away the
shoulder and stopped their ears, that they
should not hear. ,'.'Y ea, they made their
hearts as an adamant stone, lest they
should hear thelaw /. . . Therefore
it is come to pass that as He cried, and
they would not hear, sg they cried and
I_would not hear, saith the Lord of
Hosts.”)

This is a picture of very great obsti-
nacy and unfaithfulness, iwhich I trust
none of us have been guilty of, but even
if some dear reader believes this to be a
picture of his own heart, he can even yet
find mercy from our all-pitiful Lord. / For
there is the greatest comfort to be found
II. Chron. xxxiii. 10-13.

Manasseh and his people “would not
hearken,” and so God was obliged to send
great trouble upon the King, and he was
carried away into Babylon. But we read
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th‘a,t/“when he was in affliction he be-
sought the Lord his God, "and humbled
himself greatly before the God of his fa-
thers and prayed unto Him ;_!and He was
intreated of him, Jand heard his supplica-
tidn, and brought him again to Jerusa-
lem into bis kingdom. } Then Manasseh
knew that the TLord He was Go‘d.”\
Praise God for His abundant mercy! "He
will always meet and bless the contrite
soul which humbles itself greatly under
His correction. i“ '
It is most interesting and profitable to
note how many times the word “hearken”
occurs in the Bible in connection with the
subject of divine healing for the body. ?
In Ex. xv. 26, where God gave the cov-
enant of healing to His ancient pgople,
the conditions of healing are to hearken
diligently and to obey.) Also in Deut. vii.
12, the mercies (including healing; see
verse 15) which follow were to be given
(“if ye hearken to these judgments and
keep and do them.” In Lev. xxvi. we see
the judgments ‘ﬂpronounrced upon those
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who fail to hearken, and in Deut. xxviii.
we have a long list of blessings for those
who *THearken diligently,” and a still
l(m—%er list of curses (including many
kinds of sickness) which would come up-
on those who failed to hearken. This dil-
igent hearkening implies far more than
the heedless attention which a careless
child often gives its mother, and which
causes many a mistake and the errand to
be done unfaithfully. It implies that clos-
est, all-absorbing attention which we give
the objects of our dearest l‘ovve} when to
know and obey their wishes is the sweet-
est thing to our hearts ;" or it means the in-
tense listening, with bated breath, for the
sound of a well-known and expected foot-
step. ’ Oh, that we might thus listen for
the voice of our beloved Lord ;’3 that our
hearts might be so filled with love that
His commands should no longer fall upon
careless and inattentive ears. ! Not mere-
ly the hearkening given by servants to
their masters, but the loving attitude of _
the faithful and devoted bride as she lis-
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tens to every accent of her beloved bride-
groom.

Silence our hearts, O Thou blessed Sa-
viour, shut out all the other voices that
are in the world, and do Thou by Thy
Spirit’s power gain our fixed and unwav-
ering attention. Then shall we hear Thee
always, and always do the things that
please Thee,(and we shall hear Thy sweet
voice saying, “Hearken diligently unto
Me, and eat ye that which is good, and let
your soul delight itself in fatness.”



