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ISAIAH Study Commentary 

The Book of Isaiah is one of the most profound and significant books 
in the Old Testament, often referred to as the "Gospel of the Old 
Testament" due to its rich prophecies concerning the coming of the 
Messiah and the hope of salvation. The prophet Isaiah ministered in 
Judah during a time of political turmoil and moral decay, and his 
message was aimed at both the people of Israel and the surrounding 
nations. Below is a commentary on the Book of Isaiah, 
highlighting key themes, historical context, and theological insights. 

Historical Context: 

Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of several kings in Judah, 
including Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, around 740 to 700 
BC. The northern kingdom of Israel was nearing its fall to the 
Assyrians (in 722 BC), and the southern kingdom of Judah was 
facing its own challenges. Assyria’s growing power, Israel’s 
unfaithfulness to God, and the coming Babylonian exile were key 
concerns during Isaiah’s ministry. 

Structure of the Book: 

The Book of Isaiah can be broadly divided into two sections: 

1. Chapters 1–39: Warnings of Judgment and Calls for 
Repentance 

o This section focuses on the judgment of Judah and Israel 
due to their sin, idolatry, and rebellion. It also includes 
prophecies concerning the rise and fall of foreign nations 
like Assyria and Babylon. Isaiah calls the people to 
repentance and warns of the consequences of their 
disobedience. 

o Key passages: Isaiah 1 (God’s plea for repentance), Isaiah 6 
(Isaiah’s calling and commission), Isaiah 7-8 (Prophecies 
concerning the coming of Immanuel), Isaiah 9:6-7 (The 
prophecy of the coming Messiah). 

2. Chapters 40–66: Comfort and Hope for the Future 
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o The second section is more hopeful and focuses on the 
future restoration of Israel and the coming of the Messiah, 
who would bring salvation to both Jews and Gentiles. 
These chapters also address the suffering of God’s people 
and the promise of a new heaven and earth. 

o Key passages: Isaiah 40:1-5 (Comfort and the promise of 
restoration), Isaiah 53 (The suffering servant, a prophecy of 
Jesus Christ), Isaiah 61 (The year of the Lord’s favor). 

Key Themes: 

1. God’s Holiness and Sovereignty: 
o Throughout the book, Isaiah emphasizes the holiness of 

God and His sovereign rule over all creation. This is 
especially evident in Isaiah 6, where Isaiah has a vision of 
God’s holiness in the temple. God is the King of kings, and 
all nations and rulers are under His authority. 

2. Judgment and Consequences of Sin: 
o A major theme in the early chapters of Isaiah is God's 

judgment on sin, particularly the sin of idolatry, social 
injustice, and spiritual rebellion. The book calls Israel and 
Judah to repentance, warning that their disobedience will 
lead to destruction. The fall of the northern kingdom of 
Israel is a direct consequence of their unfaithfulness to 
God. 

3. The Promise of the Messiah: 
o Isaiah is famous for his prophecies about the coming 

Messiah. He speaks of a future King who will bring justice, 
peace, and salvation. Isaiah 9:6-7 speaks of the Messiah as 
the “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace,” and Isaiah 53 portrays the Messiah as a 
suffering servant who will bear the sins of the world. These 
prophecies point directly to Jesus Christ in the New 
Testament. 

4. Restoration and Hope for the Future: 
o Despite the judgment and suffering prophesied, Isaiah also 

speaks of a future hope. God promises to restore Israel and 
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bring peace and justice to the world. Isaiah 40:31 promises 
that “those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength,” and Isaiah 65:17-25 envisions a new heaven and 
new earth where God’s people will live in peace and 
prosperity. 

5. The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53): 
o One of the most important and well-known sections of 

Isaiah is the passage known as the “Suffering Servant” in 
Isaiah 53. This chapter describes the Messiah as one who 
would suffer for the sins of others, be rejected by His own 
people, and ultimately bring healing and salvation through 
His sacrifice. Christians see this as a direct prophecy of the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

6. Salvation for the Nations: 
o While Isaiah’s primary audience was the people of Israel, 

he also prophesies that God’s salvation will extend beyond 
Israel to all nations. In Isaiah 49:6, God says, “I will also 
give you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be My 
salvation to the ends of the earth.” This universal message 
of salvation is later expanded upon in the New Testament, 
particularly in the ministry of Jesus and the apostles. 

Theological Insights: 

• God’s Faithfulness: Even though the people of Israel were 
unfaithful, God remained faithful to His promises. He would 
eventually restore them and bring about salvation through the 
Messiah. This shows God's unwavering commitment to His 
covenant people. 

• Salvation Through Faith: The theme of salvation runs 
throughout Isaiah, pointing to the future hope of a coming 
Savior who would bring both physical and spiritual restoration 
to Israel and the world. 

• God’s Holiness and Justice: Isaiah emphasizes that God's 
holiness requires that sin be dealt with justly. However, God’s 
justice is tempered with His mercy and grace, as seen in the 
promises of restoration and the coming of the Messiah. 
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Prophecies of the Messiah: 

Isaiah’s messianic prophecies are central to the book: 

• Isaiah 7:14 - The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and His 
name will be called Immanuel (“God with us”). 

• Isaiah 9:6-7 - A child will be born who will reign on the throne 
of David forever, bringing peace and justice. 

• Isaiah 53:3-7 - The suffering servant, who would be rejected, 
wounded, and ultimately bring healing through His sacrifice. 

Application: 

• Faith in God’s Sovereignty: Just as God was sovereign over 
the nations in Isaiah’s time, He is still sovereign today. Trusting 
in God’s control and plan for the world can bring peace amid 
life’s uncertainties. 

• Repentance and Restoration: Isaiah calls us to examine our 
own lives, repent of sin, and trust in God’s ability to restore us. 
His grace is always available, even in times of failure. 

• Hope in the Messiah: As believers in Christ, we can take 
comfort in the fact that Isaiah’s prophecies about the Messiah 
were fulfilled in Jesus. His birth, death, and resurrection offer 
eternal hope and salvation for all who believe. 

Conclusion: 

The Book of Isaiah is rich in theological depth, presenting both the 
judgment of sin and the promise of salvation. It reminds us that God 
is holy, just, and faithful, and it points to the coming of the Messiah, 
Jesus Christ, who fulfills God’s promises to bring peace, justice, and 
salvation to the world. Through the prophecies of Isaiah, we can 
find hope, encouragement, and a deeper understanding of God's 
redemptive plan for humanity. 
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