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Lok Sabha Elections 2024

You Will Have Five PMs In 5 Years If Cong-
Led INDIA Bloc Wins Polls, Says Modi

Kolhapur: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Saturday targeted the

vears if voted to power.  doorstep of forming a
Addressingarallyat  government, but has
Kolhapur in western plans (0 have one prime

Maharashira, Modi said
the opposition bloc can-
not even rcach a three-
digit figure or "ai the

Congress-led LM.D.LA.
alliance, saying il is
mulling to have five
prime. ministers in five

'Abki Baar 400 Paar' Echoes As
Massive Crowd Gathers At Modi-
Yogi's Roadshow In UP's Bareilly

rally led by Prime Mingster Narendra
Modi and Chiel Minister Yogi
Adityanath. The BIP stalwarts were
rallying su [Pp-uri for the Lok Sabha
candidate from Bareilly, Chhatrapal
Singh Gangwar,

The rally commenced from the
Swayamvar Banguet Hall ip
Rajendra Nagar, troversing through
Shivaji Chowk 1o the DD Puram in-
N tersechion @l Shaheed Chowk.

. | Prime Mimister Marendrm Modi
B and Chief Mimister Yo Aditvanath
urged the public to elect Chhatrapal
Singh Gangwar from Barcilly and
send him 10 the House. Responding
to their rallving call, the voters of
Bareilly resounded (Comid On Page 2)

minister every year if
ihey get a chance’,

"In Kamataka, Con-
gress has planned 1o ro-

Bareilly: A massive assembly gath-
ered along the sireets of Uttar

Pradesh’s Bareilly on Friday evening,
fervently participating in the grand

tute the post of the chiel
minister by handing 1t to
the d-_p'ut'-.' chief minister
after 2.5 years. They had
this arrangemeni in
Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan as well," he
sitid. Modi said the Con-
rress wants o extend the
"Kamatika model wheremn
Muslims were imducted in
the 27 per cent quota for
OBCE, m the entire coun-
rv.  {Comtd On Page 2)

Modi's 'Factory Of Lies' Won't Work Forever:
Kharge On BJP's Claims Abuut Cong Mamfestn

Barpeta: Rejecting BJP's
claims that Congress
manifesto resembled that
of Muslim: League, party
president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Saturday as-
serted that “Modi's fac-
tory of lies™ won't work
forever.

Addressing an elec-
tromy rally at Kayvakuchi in
Burpeta district of Assam,
he sand unemployment
was a big problem in the
country and that 65 per
cent of educated youths

have no jebs, Kharge also
alleged that the BIP was
looting the country’s
wealth and handing it
over to the nich,

He said that while
party leader Rahul Gandhi
led the *'Bharat Jodo
Yalra® crisscrossing the
country, Maodi was work-
ing for *Bharat 1odo” or
dividing the nation.

*Prime  Minister
Modi is attacking the
Congress as he is scared

of i, he claimed.—PTI

/e

'Not A Single Rupee Was
Traced Back To AAP': Kejriwal
To SC In Excise Policy Case

New Delhl: Delhi Chiel
Minister Arvind Kejriwal

plilising them in the Goa
election campaign, "Not

filed hiz response to the
Mrectorate of Enforce-
ment's (ED) affidavit in
the Sapreme Court on
Saturday and said that
there exists "no proof or
material™ demonstrating
that the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) received funds or
advanced kickbacks from
the South group, let alone

Congress Leader Kunal '14( Students In Single Class, No
Choudhary Calls BJP  Books, Uniforms': Adv Ashok

'Farzi Party’

Bhopal: A former MLA - MSP of Rs 2700 per
of the Congress Party quintal on wheat, in-

New Delhi: A dov ofier
Pelhi  High Court
slammed Delhi Chiefl
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and the ?'rilll'lil.-‘i-ll;li“ Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD)
over the non-supply of
textbooks in Giovermment
schools. advocate and pe-
fitioner Ashok Aggarwal
who rased the issue stated
that the poriraval of
schools run by the AAP in
its advertisements is ¢learly

Kumal Choudhary on Sat-
urckay came down heavily

on  Bharativa Janala
Party (BJP) and called it
a Farz (fake) party,
Addressing I?u rie-
porters ot the stale Con-
gress office in Bhopal,
Choudhary said, "1 would
say that the Bharativa
Janata Party 15 a fake
party. As in 2004, they
[ BJP) made fake promises
like two crore jobs, bring-
ing hlack moncy, deposit-
mg Rz 15 lukh in people’s
bank account, reducing
LG cylinder 1o Rz 204,
rececing petrol and diesel
prices at Bs a litre and dou-
bling the income of farm-
ers. These were the fake
peomises of the Bharativa
Janata Party. Fake prom-
ises of a fike pany.”
Fake promises and
secondly their (BIP) fake
puarantees. In the recent
2023 assembly elections,
they (BJP) gave fake
guarantees of proving

greasing amount to Rs
3000 @ month of Ladh
Bahan Yojana, proving
LPG cylinder at the rate
of Ra 450, a house under
awas yojana was talked
abaut and employment
for the youth, Every sec-
tion was deceived, the
Congress leader said,
He added, "Today
the result of i { fuke prom-
ises) 15 that the feelings of
women towards them
(BIPr) have ended. In
Madhyi Pradesh; More
than 11 per cent women
reduced their votes to
make the fake party =it at
home." Besides, he further
slammed the 5i|1'|'mn party
DVET 15 new ]Dlrl1ﬂL. com-
mdttee and calling it a fake
Joining feam, "They (BIF)
have alzo formed a fake
joining team. If 200
people join the saffron
party. then it will announce
that 5000 people have
taken the membership,”
Choudhary (Contd On P2)

different from the actual
conditions on the ground.

According i
Apearwal, despite claims
of runnmg world-class

F &

institutions, the reality m
Delhi schosnls is vastly dif-
ferent. He descnibed over-
erowded classrooms with
up 1o 140 students in a
smgle class and inad-
equate facilities such as
the lack of water supply.

"The Delhi govern-
ment deservied to be lashed
outl. The advertisements
conducted by them show
that they run workd-class
insttions, however, the
rcality is entirely different.
| have seem several schools
of the Delhi government
and of MCDY; | saw 140
studenis in one class in

On 'Reality’ Of Delhi Schools

Dhelhi.. =0 s three sections
sitting together in ong
class.. .no water facility
and the same condition |
witnessed in MO schools
az well," Agearwal saud,
Aggarwal claimed
that around 8 lakh students
study under the MCTY and
none of them have re-
ceived texthooks, note-
books and uniforms.
“The 1s5uc 15 that &
lakh students study at
MO, under the Right to
Education Act, students
are enfitled 1o recelve text-
books, notchooks, writing
materials and uniforms;
Cut of 8 lakh, not
even a snghe hedent

_, i has received any of

it. Similarty, 10 lakh
students from stian-
dard | 10 8 who
come  under the
| Fight 1o Education
Act, are under the
Delhi government,

5
= They have now Te-
ceived notebooks afler

the High Court lambasted
them [Delhi government

and MCD), however,
noae of the students have
g books." he smid.
The Delhi High
Court on Friday came
down heavily on Kejriwal
and the Municipal Corpao-
ration of IJu:Ill'li (MCD)
over the non-supply of
texthbooks to 2 lakh stu-
denis, The bench headed
by Acting Chief Justice
Manmohan also compris-
ing  Justice Manmeen
Pritam Singh Arora
showed (Conid On Pg 2)

g =ingle Rupee was iroced
back to the AAP and the
pllegutions pul forth in
this regard are devoid of
any tangible evidence,
rendering them vamue and
baseless withou! any cor-
roboration,” Kejriwal
aaid in response to the ED
affidavit. "No proof of
even any cash payment

wits givien, There existsna
proof or materal demon-
strating that the AAP re-
ceived funds or advanced
Eickbacks from the South
group, let alone utilised
them in the Goa election
campaign. Not a single
Rupee was traced back to
the AAP, and the alléga-
tions put forth i this re-
gard are devond of any
tangible evidence, render-
ing them vogue, baseless
without any corroborg-
tion,” the aifidavit stated.

Recently, ED had
filed an affidavit in the
Supreme Court Opposing
Delhi Chief Kejriwal's
plea against his arrest, Fil-
ing his rejoinder on EDFs
affidavit, Kejriwal smd
that the cemral agensy is
abusing iis power of ar-
rest in the middle of the
peneral election.

He said that the
made, manner and toming
of his arrest just before the
schedule (Contd On Pg 2)

Delhi HC Slams Kejriwal Fnr
Putting Personal Interest Over

National Interest
New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on Friday came down
heavily on Dethi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MO over the
non-supply of texthooks 1o
2 lakh stodents,

The bench headed
by Acting Chiel Justice
Manmohan also compns-
ing Justice Manmeet
Pritam  Singh Arora
showed displeasure with the Aam Aadma Party-led
MCD and said the Delhi Chief Minister has pul per-
somal interest over nalonal interest by nol resign-
ing despite his arrest. Justice Manmohan alse said
that the Delhi government is least bothered about
students not going 1o school. not having textbooks
and the disturbance in their stadies,

Court also slammed urban development Minister
of Delhi Saurabh Bharadwaj and he has wmed a blind
eve (o the plight of sudents, "This is arrogance of
power at i1 hghest,” added the count. The court was
hearing o Public Interest Lingation (PILY for whom
Advocate Ashok Agarwal appeared, informing the
Court that students studying i MCD Schoal have not
been provided with books, notebooks; writing muate-
ril. uniforms, eie. On the last date of the hearing the
bench alzo said there cannot be a vacuum in the ahsence
of a standing commuitiee, and m such a situation, the
Delhi government should delegate financial power (o
another appropriate authority. The court later directed
the MCD commissioner 1o decide about the dishbursal
of funds for the same in "two working days."—AKI

1,500 Sikhs Join BJP Ahead Of 2 CRPF Per-
LS Polls In Delhi, Punjab

development of Delhi and
Pumjah. 1T someong has

New Delhl: In o signifi-
cant developmient, 1,500
members. from the Delln
Sikh Gurdwara Manage-
ment Committee, along
with Singh Sabha and
other Sikh organisations,
joined BJP on Saturday,
just woeks. ahead of Lok
Sabha elections in Delhi
pnd Punjab, At o grand
ceremony held at the
party’s central office in
MNew Delhi, BIP's Nutional
Cieneral Secretary Tarun
Chugh, National Secretary
Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
and Drelhi Pradesh Presi-
dent Virendra Sachdewva
conferred party member-
ship to seven members of
the Delhi Sikh Gurudwara
Management Commitice.

Adkdreszing the event

after the joining of Sikh
members, BIF Mational

sonnel Killed
In Attack By

Armed Group
In Manipur

Imphiil; Two Central Re-
serve  Police  Force
(CRPF} personmel, in-
Cluding a Sub Inspecior,
wiere Killed and two oth-
ers have been injured al-
per armied groups atiacked
a camp of sceunty forces
in Manipur's Bishnupur

President ). P Madda said
that it is o matter of
"pricde: and happiness™ for
BJP. Prime Minister
Marendra Modi shares o
special bond with the
Sikh community, and BIP,
along with the Sikh com-
munily, will work for the

district early on ‘hturd.n

worked gemunely for the
Sikh community, it 15 PM
Modi, said the BIP Na-
tional President, I.-ﬂilll'IL
*PM Modi has been in
charge of Punjab for a
long time, and hemce he
shares a special bond with
them,” {Contd On Page 2)

Firing Outside Salman's Residence

Mumbai Police Invoke MCOCA
Against Bishnoi, Other Accused

Mumbai: The Mumba)
Police on Saturday in-

voked the Maharashira
Control of Organised
Crime Aot (MCOCA)
against all the accused ar-
rested in connection with
the liring incident oulside

supersiar Salman Khan's
Bandra residence. Mums
bai Crime Branch
officils sud that the
police have ident-
fied gangster Law-
= renge Bishmot as the
leader of the gang
and have added secs
tons of MOOCA in
N the FIR, "All ac-
cused have been
bopoked under Secs

fions 31 N20 301)(3), and

M4 of MCOCA” they
gaid. Mumbai Crime Po-
hee have amrested both the
shooters, identified as
Sagar Pal and Vicky

Cupta. Twe arms suppli-
ers, idemified as Sonu
Subbhash Chander and
Anu) Thapan, were also
arresied by the police on
Friday, Meanwhile, a
lopkout notice has been
issued against Anmol
Bishnoi, the vounger
brother of jailed pangster
Luwrence Bishnol, in con-
mection with ihe case,
On April 14, two
men came on a molor-
eyele, fired four rounds
putside the Galaxy Apart-
ments, where the actor
resides, around 5 am, and
fled. (Contd On Page 2)

police said. A police offi-
cial said that a suspecied
Kuki armed group opened
fire and threw bombs 1o-
wards a Meifei village at

{45 a5

s
NEIJ:.'EI'I!-:L‘I'IE under Mot
rang police swation and
ane of the bombs ex-
ploded imside the cutpost
of 128-banalion CRPF ai

Marayansena,
four personnel.

Sub Inspector N,
Sarkar wnd ]Pu:l.-;l Con-
stable Arup Saini suc-
cumbed to their injurics
later., ond Inspecior
Jadav Das and consiable
Afab Hussain with splin-
ter wonnds were taken (o
i nearby hospital.

The official zad thar
additional sccurity forees
have been rushed to the
areas and o massive search
operation s underway to
fingd out the perpetralors
of the attack. —IANS

injuring
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Govt Allows Export Of 99,150 Delhi HC Directs DGCA To Deregister
Tonnes Of Onion To 6 Countries

Mew Delhi; The govern-
ment has allowed the ex-
pori of 9,150 metrnc
tonnes of onion (o gix
countries as
Bangladesh, UAE,
Bhutan, Bahrain,
Mauritius and Sri
Lanka, the Minis-
try of Consumer
Affairs said on
Suturday.

A ban has been
imposed on onion
export o ensure ad-
cauate  domestic
availability  and
keep prices i check
as the outpul of bath
the Kharif and Rabi
crops in 2023-24 are
estumated to be loweér as
compared o the previous
vear and demand has in-
creased in the imlerna-
tional market,

The MNation] Cosp-
erative Exports Limited
(NCEL), the agency for
export of onton to these
countrics, sourced the do-
mestic onions to be ex-
ported through e-platform
it L1 prices and supplied
to the spencies nominated
by the govérnment of the
destination coundry al (he

Mimsiry statcment.

The offer rate of
MNCEL to the bayers takes
into account the prevail-

some Europecan countrics.

Being purely ¢xpon-
priented, the production
codl of the white onion i=

ing prices in the destio-
tion markel and also in-
ternational and domestic
markets. The guotas allo-
cated for expon to the six
countries are being sup-
plied as per the reguisi-
ftion made, As the lurgess
producer of anion i the
country, Maharashira is
the mupor supplier of on-
toms sourced by NUEL
for gxpor.

The government had
also allowed the expont of
2,000 metric tonnes (MT)

T

higher than oiler onions
due 1o higher seed cost,
adoption of good agricul-
tural practice {GAP) and
compliance to stnct maxi-
mum  residue  limies
(MEL) requircments.
The procurement tar-
get for onton bufTer out
of Rabi-2024 under the
Price Stabilisation Fund
(PSF) of the Department
of Consumer AfTairs has
been lixed ot 5 lnkhonnes
this vear. The Central
Agencies, viz,, NOCTF and

port the procurement,
sforage and faomers reg-
istration 1o begin the pro-
carement of any slore-
g worthy onon.

A high-level
team of the De-
partment ‘of Con-
samer  Affairs,
MCCF el
NAFED had vis-
ited Nashik and
Ahmednagar Dis-
tricts of
Mauoharoshirn dur-
ing April 11-13,
i 2024 to creale
AWArCHCss among
the farmers, FPOs
FPCs and PACs
about the procore-
ment af 5 LMT of onion
for PSF buffer. In order
to reduce the storage loss
of oniems, the Departmem
of Consumer Affairs de-
cided to erlance the quan-
tum of stocks 1o be rradi-
wied and cold stored from
1200 MT list vear to over
50060 MT this year, with
technical support from
BARC, Mumbai.

The pilet of anion ir-
radiation and cold storge
taken up kst year has been
found 1o have resulted in

negotited rate on 100 per  of white omon cultivated
cent advance payment ba- uﬁpﬂl.:i:ﬂ]l‘::!ihr ::a|;mrl mar-

sis, according to the Food  kets in Muddle-East and

Leading IT Firms In India
Lost Close To 70k Employees

In Last Fiscal Year

Mew Delhi: Amid the muted revenue growth in the
Indian 1T services sector due o global macrosconomic
headwinds, leading I'T companies saw o drop of nearly
TOLO00 employees in the last Tiscal year (FY24).

Infosys, Tata Conzultancy Services (TCS),
Wipro and Tech Mahindra, among othery, lost maxi-
muwm emplovees in FY24

While Infosys saw its emplovee headconnt drop
h;‘ 25994, the headeount at TCS went down by
13249, in FY24.

IT belwether Wipro saw its employee strength
fall by 6,180 in the fourth quarer (4 of FY24,

When it comes to the full yvear, the 1T services
major witnessed s headcount decline by 24,516,

Tech Mahindra had a 1wtal headeount of 145,455
in FY24, down 795 (on-quearter) and 6,945 (full year),

Amang the leading 1T services companies,
HCLTech was an exception which had a total
headeount of 227481 in the last fiscal year, with a
net pddition of 1,537 employees.

According to a latest Crisil Ratings repart, the
IT services sector in e country s 'H%::I}' 0 see @
second successive vear of muted revenue growth, ai
5-7 per cent in FY 23, As revenue growth remained
subdued, IT service companies pulled back on the

pddition of fresh talent, resulting in headeount re-
ductions by 4 per cent (on=vear) in December 2023,

Adatya Jhaver, Director, CRISIL Ratings, said
that the slowdown in technology spending will con-
tinwe this fiscal vear, weighing on the revenue growth
of IT service providers.

"Revenue from BFSI and retail segmenis will con-
tinue 1o be a drag with subdued growih of 4-5 per cent
while manufactunmg and healtheare will grow at a
healihy 9=10 per cent,” e noled, —IANS

W

E/

A tribal man sells vegetables grown with trad
district.

itional 'jhum' farming, at a roadside stall, in Khowai

the reduction of storage
Ioss 1o less than 10 per
Cetil— | A NS

MAFEL are tying up lo-
cal agencies such as

Foreign e-Commerce Players
Circumventing Rules To Capture
New Delhi: Forcign e-commerce playvers ke Ama-
son and Walmart-owned Flipkart are circumventing
less pursuit of capturing the
Indian market, ofién resortng ¥ L‘MT 1
Praveen Khandelwal, Secre- l !
tary General, Confederation of
All Inchia Traders (CAIT) and
o BIP candidate for Lok Sabha,
the Compention Commission of India (OCT) has found
alleged wrregulanites in its probe against e-commence
mobile manufascturers, Khandelwal told TANS that this
“nexus” between e-commerce giants and mobile com-

Ammeon or Flipkart did not immediately ¢om-
ment on the report. “For vears, we have been higl-
companics circumvyventing rules and laws in their re-
lentless pursuit of capturing the Indian market, oficn
Khandelwal, BIP candidate from Chandmi Chowk Lok
Sabha condiluency i the Capial,
ration Between c-commerce gianis and mohile com-
panies, which undermines the couniry's broader imter-

 In February this year, the retail traders” body hac
writien to the CCI, seeking urpent steps in the Delhi
five prsciices of Amiron and Flipkan.

In a letter to the CC1 Charperson Ruvneet Kaur,
most priocity o the case and pass final penalty order
and direction to Flipkan and Amazon 1o stop their
ous benring on the survival of lakhs of retailérs and
their fumilies,”™ “These foreign entities have indulped
exclusive bnmch,” the CAIT letier had alleged

Khundelwal 1old TANS that it 1= imperative thm

“Omnce the general elections are concluded and
if elected as an MP, [ am committed to advocating

FPOSTPCSPACS to sup-
Indian Market: CAIT

rules and laws in their relent- f-""'"
to unethical business practices, u‘\
said on Saturdny. Reacting to a TV media report thst
companics like Amazon and Flipkart and their links with
panics “undermines the couniry’s broader inferests.”
lighting the persastent problem of foreign e-commerce
resorting te unethical business practices.” said

He said that this "imtricate web” involves collabo-
esta and “threatens the hivelihoods 6fF small traders"”
Wyapar Mahazangh case involving the anli-competi-
the CAIT said the market regulator “must attsch ul-
illegal activities, as the outcome of the case has a seni-
in monopalisation of sales of mobile phones through
decizive action be taken n,%.uin.-il these coOMpAnies now.

ele

for addressing this issue” he added —IANS

New Delhi; The Delia
High Court on Friday di-
rected aviation watchdos,
the Dircctorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA),
to process, within five
working  days, the
deregistration applica-
tioms for gircraft leased by
grosencled arline Go First,
which is undergoing in-
solvency proceedings.

Justice Tara Vitasia
Ganju alse dechined the
Resolution Professional's
phea to keep the order in
abevance for a week,

The court also re-
jected the DGCA's come-
munications Trom May
2023, which had put les-
sors deregisirtion appli-
cations on hold due 10 Go
First entcring a moralo-
rium, As per the court’s di-
rective, the BP must pro-
visde updated mmintenance
detuils 1o the bessors and is
barred from accessing the
arcralt henceforth.

Besides Spcelet
Chairman amd Managing
Darector Ajay Singh, and
Busy Bee Airways Privaie
Lid, Sky One, an aviatian
company headquartered
in Shargah, had also sub-
mitted the bid for GoFirst,
However, bidding resulis
are vel 1o be :hl.‘tlmil.

Following the cowrt
directions, Skyone Chair-
man Juideep Mirchandani
claimed that as far as their
bid for Go First is con-
cerned, the de-registra-
tion does not alter their
plims for the Indian avin-
thon industry,

"IT our bid goes
through, Sky One can
bring in its own azseds 0
rum and revive the airline
as we are experienced les-

worg, I said,
Earlier, the high
conrt bad asked the RF of

Gio First 1o file an affida-

vilin response to a lessor's
plea secking contempt ac-
tioa, alleging that the RP
had not complicd with the
court's order o allow in-
spection and mamtcnance
of the aircrafi.

In October last vear,
the count allowed aircraft
lessors W engage securily

personnel  round-the-
clock to safeguard their
mircrafl parked at rest for

several menths.

In an interim order
on July 5, 2023, the court
perminied the lessors 1o
inspect their awrerafl o

least twice & month and
CHTY OUl mannienance,

Justice (ranju,
October, had asked Go
Firsts RP 1o share docu-
ments regarding the maan-
tenance of aircrafl, ¢n-
eines and wirframes with
it% lesaors, She had said
that court orders must be
followed in letter and
sparil, warming that fur-
ther orders might be nec-
easary ifcompliance s not
achieved,

Lessor, DAE (SY
220 13 Ireland Designated
Activity Company, had
filed a petition secking
contempt  proceedings

All Go First Aircratt

against the RP, claiming
that the aircrafl were not
being properly main-
tained, required docu-
ments were et provided,
and eourt-directed inspec-
tionz were being demed,
Several other lessors
had alzo raised similar is-
sues during the hearing,
Oin May 26 last vear,
aircraft lessors - Pembroke
Adrcrafi Leasing 11 Lad,
SMBC Aviation Capital
Ltd, Accipiter Invest-
ments Adrerafl 2 Lid and
EOS Aviation 12 (Ire-
lundy Lad - had moved the

high court secking
deregistration of their
plunes by the DGCA 1o
take them back from the
gifline. The ow-cost wir-
line first stopped lying on
May 3, 2023, The airline
had upprosched the Ma-
tional Company Law Tri-
bumn *due to the ever-in=
creasing number of fail-
ing engines supplied by
Prant & Whitney's Inter-
national Aero Engines,
which has resulied i Go
Firat having o ground 25
pirerall (equivalent 1o ap-
proximately 30 per cent of
s Airbus A320neo air-
craft fleet) s of May 1.

2023",

The Mational Com-
pany Law Appeéllate Tri-
bunal on May 22, 2003,
upheld the RCLT's May
I prder for insolvency
praceedings against Go
First in & sethack to effons
of its lessors o repossess
thetr airerft amd asked the
lessors to file an appeal
before the NCLT,

Chi [essors” petitions
citing the refusal of thor
pleas for deregristration of
their aircraft, the DCGCA
had told the high coun
that 10 was due 10 a 1ech-

nical glitch on ils portal
that the applications of
several aircraft lessors
wre ahown as “rejected”.
It had said it was not pro-
cessing such requests af-
ler & moralorivm on fi-
nancial obligations and
tranafer of assets of the
crisis=hit airfing post in-
solvency resolution pro-
ceedings,

The lessors had said
it is "illegitimate” of the
DGCA to deny deregi-
stration, contending that
Cio Firsd hiaas no right 1o use
their aircraft as the leases
concerning them have
been terminated. —1LANS

ITFL Samasta Finance Adds Three
Members To Its Board

Mew Delhi: HHFL Samasta
Finance, one of India’s

He was the Charr-
man of MABARD 1 July

§2I1IF

largest  non-banking
microfinance companies
(NBFC-MF1). has an-
pounced the appointment
of three members 1o its
Bourd of Direciors.

This strategic mave
reflects the company’s
commitment o further
strengthen s governance
structure and drve contin-
ued growth and innova-
tion i the microfinance
gecior. The three mem-
bers include the Co-pro-
moter of HFL Group, R
Venkataraman, former
Charman of NABARD,
Dr. Gowvinda Rajulu
Chintala, and former
Manaping Durector of
Equifax Credit Informa-
tion Services, Kalengada
Mandanna Manaiah,

K. Venkataraman
joined a5 an Additional
Director (non-executivel,
while Govinda Chintala
and Kalengada Nanaiah
Joined a5 Additional Di-
peclors (non-gxecutive
and independent). The
Baoard will now consist of
six members, Comment-
ing on his appoiniments,
Govinda Chintala said, =1
am glad 1o join this ex-
ceptional feam as we cel-
chrate our company's ime-
pressive linancial year re-
sults. Looking forward to
coniributling o our cofe
timed success”

Ciovinda Chintala
Iz maore than 20 years of
cxpenience as Director of
Boards of various finan-
cial, insurance, and
microfinance institulions,

31, 2022, As the Chair-
man, he spearheaded piv-
otal mitiatives including
the sanctioning of lamd-
mark projects and forging
strategic partnerships.
These endeavours
encompassed the estub-
lishment of the Long-term
frrigation Fund and Ru-
ral Infrastructure Devel-
opment Fund (RIDF),
suppart for infrastructure
projects, assistance for
computenzation of Pri-
mary Agncaltural Credit
Societies (PACS), imple-
mentation of Special
Packages, and facilitation
of healthcare infrasinic-
ture under RIDF/NIDA.
Additionally, he :I!IEH}-'-I:IJ a
key mole in prowiding Ru-
ral Infrastructure Assis-
tanee 1o States (RIAS),
Commenting on his
appoiniment, Kalengada
Monainh said, “I hod the
epportunity to work with
the microfinance industry
during my tenure as CEQ
of Equifax India and |
understand the needs and
challenges of the indusiry.
[ am pleased 1o be join-
ing thve Board of a rapidly
growing organisation like
HNFL Samasta and | look
forward fo contributing to
the strategic vision and
development of 1HFL
Samasta in the coming
vears.” Kalengada
Manaiah was the Manag-
ing Dhrector of Equifax
Credit Information Ser-
vices Private Limited for
over five years till July
2023, He was responsible

for providing leadership
and oversight for the
credit bureaw in India, He
has exiensive cxpericnce,
expertise, and insight in
the financial services sec-
tor, particularly in the
realms of daa, technol-
oy, and analyiics,
Additionally, he
servies as 3 visiting faculty
al the College of Super-
visors, Reserve Bank of
India. With a deep com-
mitment to mictofmance,
Kalengada Manaiah has
heen recognised with
owards for his dedication
o fostering workplace
diversity Venkata-
raman is the Co-promoter
af HFL Ciroup and Chair-
man of HHFL Scourities. He
has been comtributing im-
mensely 1o the establish-
ment of vanous businesses
and spearheading key ini-
tratives of the [IFL Group
over the past 23 vears,
He rm.:vimrslel held
semior managerial posi-
tions in ICICI Limited,
including 1CICT Secun-
tics Limited, the invesi-
iment banking joinl ven-
ture with JP. Morzan of

BZW. He also worked
with GE Capital Services
India Limited in a5 pri-
vabe equity division.

Commenting on ihe
appoiniments, Venkatesh
M., Managing Director aff
HFL Samasta, said, *“We
are delighted 1o have GUR,
Chintala, K.M. Nanaiah,
and R. Venkataroman as
our esteemed members af
the Board of Directors,
Their wealth of knowl-
edge and insights will be
instriermiendal in propelling
pur angoing pursuil of
imnovation, delivering
unparalleled value 1o owr
customers, and realizing
our pmbitious objectives.”

The newly appainted
members bring a2 wealih
of expericnce and exper-
tise o the board, enhane-
ing IFL Samasta’s abil-
ity 1o navigate challenges
and capitalic on emerging
opportunities,

Their diverse back-
grounds. and proven
records of success wil|
complement the existing
Board members” skills and
contnibute b the company’s
strategic vision and long-

the US and Barclays —  term success.—IANS

ICICI Bank Posts 17 Per Cent Rise In
Q4 Net Profit At Rs 10,707Cr;

Declares Dividend Of Rs 10 Per Share

Mumbai: The country’s second-largest private sector
lender ICICI Bank, on Saturday reported a 1738 per
cenl increase in net profit
to Rz 10,707 crore for the
Januarv-March quarter of
the financial vear 202324,
compared 1o the corre-
spomding figure of Rs 9,122
crore in the same quarer a
vear ago, The bank has rec-
ommended a dividend of Bz 10 per share

ICICT Bank recorded an ¥ per cent increase in
net interest income (NI1) at Bs 19,093 crore for the
quarter compared fo Bz 17,667 crore reporied in
the sami quarter of 2022-23,

The bank also recorded an improvement in it
asset quality with gross non-performing assets (MPA)
dropping 1o 2,16 per cent of total loans from 2.81
per cent in the same gquarter last vear,

The net NPA for the quarter fell 10 0,42 per cond
from (L48 per cent in the prévious vear—ITANS
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'A Lot Has Changed, From Tech To My Hair',
Pichai On Completing Two Decades In Google

New Delhl: Oni complet-
ing 20 vears at the com-
ny. Alphabet and
Google Chiel Executive
Officer (CEQ) Sundar
Pichai said that a lot has
changed since then such as
the technology, the num-
ber of people using their
products, and his hair,
Pichai, who joined
the tech giant in 2004 as
i product manager, ok
te Instagram to share a
smiall, heartwarming node
on completing fwo de-
cades inthe company.
"April 26, MM, was
my first day at Google, A
lot haz changed since then
- lechnology, the number
of people who use our
products... my hair,” he
wrote, However, he men-
tioned that what hasn't
changed for him 13 the
"thrll I get from work-
ing at this amazing com-
pany”, "0 yedrs an, I'm
still fecling lucky,” Pichai

We Need Time In Life
To Stop & Smell The
Roses: Anand Mahindra

Mew Delhi: Sharing a
video showing scenic
views from Kalsubai Peak
(it mountain in
Maharashira), Mahindra
Group Chairman Anand
Mahindra on Saturday
satd that one should defi-
mtely take the tume ol of
ther busy schedule to en-
joy or appréciate the
beauty of life,
"This iz MI.
Kalsubai in Maharashtra
near Igatpuri, near our
engine factory. ['ve been
to [gatpuri several times
buit never heard about this
place & its beauty. Let
slone  wisiming  it”
Mahindra wrode in @ post
on X, Appreciating the
benuty of the mountaim, he

est poant in Maharashira,

Since being shared,
the post has been viewed
more than 130K times.
Reacting to his post, sev-
eral uzers alzo appreciaied
the beauty of Kalsuba
Peak, "Standing tall at an
clevanion of 1,646 metres
{5,400 fect], M.
Kalzubai, the highest peak
in Maharashira, is truly a
jewel of the ‘-"u:my.l.dn
range. lis grandeur 5 o
testamend 1o the beauly of
nature,” a4 user wiole,

"IVs amazing how
many beautiful places are
waiting 1o be discovered
right in our backyard.”
another wser suid.

One more u=er men-
tioned, "Kalsubai trek is

ihe et trek near Mumbai

said. His post drew a ol
of comments from useérs,
:nnbrululalmg him for
completing 20 vears ol
Cioogzle. "Two decades of
dedication, twenty years of
iriumphs, and a legacy of
excellence," o user wroe,
*1 cannot decide which
schicvement is greater, 20
venrs incall the technolog-
cal improvemenis you've
browght o the fact that you
haven't pone bald after 20
years in tech,” wrole dns
other jokngly, At Google,
Pichai managed produci
management and nnovas
tion aspects for scveral
products such us Chrome
and Chrome (35, He also
plaed an mportant part in
the development of Google
Dirive, In August 2015, he
was appointed the CEQ
of Google, and in 2009,
he ook charge as the
CED of Alphaber, the
fech glant's parent comi-
pany. —[ANS

WhatsApp's New Filter Option
Will Let Users Get List Of Their

Favourites From Chats Tab

New Delhi: Meta-owned WhatsApp iz reportedly test-
ing a mew feature that will offer vsers a dedicated “hl-
ter” o guickly get a list of their favouries from the
chiils b on An-
droid,

According to
WABectalnfo, the
feature i3 set for
release in a future
nru.i.lw of the a

With  this
new chat filter,
users will get 1o
easily sccess and prioritise specific comversations with
their favounite comacts and groups.

As per the repon, this new tool will let users
mark specific conticts and groups as Tavourites, mak-
ing il casier to prioritise important chats and access
thase they engage with most ofien,

This Feature 15 presently under development and
it will be available in a fulure update of the app, the
report odded.

Meanwhile, WhalzApp = reponedly working on
a new feature that will ler psers react quickly 1o siatus
updates on Android.

With the “quick reaction feature for stalus up-
dates”, users will be able to quickly add o reaction 1o
status uplmnx. allowing them 10 express their appre-
cistion for the posted content with ease.

These reactions will occur on the siatus screen,
rother than swithin e conversation thrend, —IANS

COP28 President Urges Governments To 'Think
Bigger, Act Bolder' On National Climate Plans

Berlin  {Germany):
Speaking in the High-
Level Segment of the an-
nual Petersbery Climate
Dialogue, anended by
Chancellor Olal’ Scholz,

President llham Alivey of

Azerbaijan and a numbser
of Climate and Forcign
Affairs Minister Minis-
ters, Sultan Ahmed Al
Jaber, Minister of Indus-
try and Advanced Tech-
nology and COP2E Prosi-
dent, urged povernments
to "think bigger, act
bolder” on national cli-
male plans.

The COP2R Presi-
dent hghlizhted how the
LUAE Consensus  has
emerged as the defining
I;m'm of reference for glo-

al elimate ambition and
sustainable development
since s anceplion an
Db last year.

"The UAE Consensus
represenis o historie mile-
stone in climate diplomacy
precisely  Because il
achieved eross-seetoral
breakthroughs across the
cotine clmmaie agenca,™ Al
Jabeer declared. "Together,
we set a clear pathay for
the. energy transition,
backed by the science, and
focused on the morth star
of 1.5." Al Jaber contin-
ued, "We locked in the
first=gver global renewable
cnergy  targeis.  We
achigved firsts Tor nature,
settmngs a M3 deadline 1o
end deforestmion. We
miache breakibroughs m fi-
nance, ending & 30- rear
dL'adlnc'J: o boss and

ge, anml hl:ﬂll'ﬂll.ﬂj_ o fill
n !'uml that 15 critienl for
climate justice. We also
included under-recognised
sectors ke food and
health in the COP agenda
fior the first ime. And we
did all this against a hack-
drop of peopolitical ten-
sions, proving  that
miultilateralism stll works
and that unity can over-
come  polaresation, In
short, we sent 2 messape
of hope, oplimisim and
inclusivity that could not
be mrore imporiant today,”

The COP Preziden-

cics Trotka -  the

groundbreaking initiative
aims to enhance continu-
ity between COP 28,
COP29 and COPX) and
drive implementation of
the UAE Consensus - is
pushing govermments to
be "more ambitious® in
their next round of Na-
tionally Determined Con-

tributions (NDCs), D, Al
Juber said,

He said that govemn-
ments should set out
ceonomy-wide emizsion
reduction plans amd pro-
duce "well-funded" na-
tional adaption plans o
profect nature and frans-
form food systems.

"My message to pov-
emments is simple think
bigwer, act bolder,” Dr. Al
Jaber told delegates.
"Send a clear message
carky with your next NEC
that puts green infrastruc-
ture @l the centre of your
development plans.”

The COP28 Presi-
dent also advocated for

"sminrt policies that push
industrics to step up and
incentivise the privabe sec-
tor to invest,” adding "we
are talking about @ ys-
fem-wide transformation
that represents the biggest
opportunity for socie-eco-
nomic development since
the first industrial revolu-
fien. Simply puot, the
world will be o better
place after this transior-
mation. But it will not
happen without signifi-
gant investment and a
level up in climate fi-
nange.,”

Al Juber highlighied
four key investment pri-

Dozens Of Tornadoes Wreak Havoc In US

Washington: Dozens of
tormadoes tore ncross the
LIS Midwest and Mattened
entire neighbourchooads,
particularly  in Fag
and around the
city of Omaha in B8
the state of Ne-
braska.
"Nimerous
houses" in west- |8

thorities have not reporied

uny deaths so far.
"We've been very

fortunate with very Tew

"It seems like Our warm-

ing systems i the city of

Crmaha have becn very
effective.”
households were
left without ¢lec-

tricity i the
wike of the
SL0TmS. Im

Laomcaster
County, to the

Thowsands of

lowa 1o the east of Ne-
braska, where il caosed
severe damage in the
small community of
Minden, among others.

At lemst 60 ternadoes
and cyelones have been
reported from five difler-
ent states on Friday, ac-
cording to CNN.

The National

oritigs: infrastrociure,
technology, people, and
the Gilobal South. O in-
frastructure, the world
needs o invest at leasi
LISD 6 rallian to et ihe
2030 target of 11
terawalts of renewable
encrgy capacity, Al Jaber
stated, with o "similar

lewel of investment™ in

autdated or nonexistent

energy grids, especially in
seloping countrics.

Artificial  intelli-
gence “can be o game-
changer” by multiplying
elMiciengies and helping
o solve the intermittency
challenges posed by
renewnbles, the President
said, adding thar it could
also minimise water us-
age. "The faster we apply
Al across energy and wa-
ter-intensive sectors, the
fuster 1tz benchits can be
scaled,” he declared,

All countries should
also imvest i their people,
developing new skills for
the new green cconomy,
while Dir. Al Jaber reiter-
nted the need to merense
iwvestment in the Global
South, "Right now, over
120 developing countrics
artract less than 15 per
cent of global clean tech
investiment,” he said,
"Multilaternl Develop-
ment Banks must make
finance more available,
accessible and afford-
able.”

Al Jaber said the en-
ey iransition would take
time and "will happen at
different paces in differ-
ent places, mnd we cannot
unplug the current energy

system until the new ome
is butlt.” I must also be
just, equitable and respon-
sible, :]n line with the tar-
gr:t.ti set out in the UAE
CORSERSUS,

During the Climate
Dialogue, the COPF Presi-
dencies . Troaka  also
hosted o Majlis, a form of
meeting  rooted  in
longstanding Emirati tra-
ditions, to discuss the én-
ergy tramsition, Repre-
sendling the first sesston of
the Troika Ambiton Se-
ries, in the event titled
"Maijlis: Koadmap Mission
1o 1.5C - Enabling En-
ergy Tranzsition Cutcomies
from the UAE Consgnsus’
Al Jaber spoke alongside
Mukhiar Babyey, COP29
President-Designate and
Marna Silva, Environ-
nivent Minister for Brazil,
host of COP30, Together,
the Troika are working
across the UN system o
push for more ambitious,
carly and UAE Consén-
!.us-all;gn::l NDCs,

formuat and spirit
of the Majlis, bringing
people together on an
ciunl footing, had “helped
break the deadlock”™ at
COP2E, Al Jaber said,
adding that "we wani o
use the same formal and
the zame =spirit of the
Majlis to have an honest,
transparent and practical
dislogue around the en-
ergy transition.”

Al Jaber asked par-
ticipants 1o have a frank
coawersation about how 1o
achdress the urgency of the
climate situation, while
"mainiaining enerey se-
curity ancd ecomomic pros-
perity,”

He also said it was
fmpsartam ihe encrEy fran-
sition "leads to opporiu-
ity for all and holds back
emiZsions, nol progness.,”
Alongside these engage-
ments, the COP2E Presi-
dent met directly with
Arerbaijan's President
Aliwew, Germany's For-
eign Mimister Annalena
Baerbock and France's
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs _ and  Europe,
Siephane Sciourme. —ANI

Just 55% Water In Reservoirs In
TN’s Drought-Prone Districts;
Farmers Asked To Switch Crops

ern Douglas south-west of  Weather Service said it

i, "We deflinitely need

to tnke time in life 1o stop

& amecll the roses". for any traveller or fellow
Kalsubai s the high-  trekkers”, [ANS

Generative Al To Transform Legal
Tech Market With Automation

GENERATIVE
l* f}.

with o dream destination

Mow Delhi: Generativie Al (Crenad ) hos trerencdous poter-
tial for bringing more awtemation 1o the global legal tech-

nokogy sector that is likely w reach S50 Willion (in value)
by 2027, albeit with some riders.

Acconding 1o Gartner, there has been key growth in
technalopgy adoption for spend management, e-billing,
condract lifecyele management, legal matter management
and legal docwment management

Incorporting GenAl mio these applications will onky
sccelerate purchasing and adoption; said the report. Chns
Audet, Chief of Research for legal, nsk and compliznce
benders” practice, said that the wadesprend availability of
consamer teols such as OpenAl's ChaeGPT and Google's
Band, will quickly increase the number of cstablished legal
techmology wie cases. According to the report, lawyers also
need 1o understand the limitations and risks ol using CenAl
o5 well s its potential, It is esemial io check the outpat of
GenAl 1t 15 not a suitable technology at this stage to com-
plete tasks withouwt review, the repon advised,

"Az varous bsiness Unctons parsee iiomation,
bl leaders may find themselves facing some tough ques-
tions from senior leadership if they haven't evaluated its
potential in the legal department,” Awdet noted.

Acconding 1o the report, new techmolagies can funda-
mentally change the way legal organisations perform busi-
ez and GenAl hos the potentinl 1o belp, —1ANS

County, outside
of Chinaha, were
damaged by a
twister that hit on
ﬁ'idil-{ iftermoo,
Omaha police
said in o stare-
inent. :
Photos and videos
showed buildings reduced
to rubble, While there
have been injuries, s

injuries,” Omaha Police
Chief Todd Schmuderer
told reporters during a
press boefing late Friday,

Chmaha, some T
people were res-
cued from an ins
dustrial building
that had collapsed
i the storm, ac-
eording to media
neperis,

Another tomado re-
partedly crossed the Mis-

souri Biver inio the

neighbouring state of

gxpects possible more bad
weather later on Saturday,
including "very large hail,
clamaging winds, and mul-
tiple strong tornadees.”
While tormadocs are
COMMON i some parts of
the US; experts say the nse
of natural disasters, in-
cluding storms, Moods and
forest fires, Is also due to
clhimate change, —I1ANS

A cruise ship, right, and @ eargo ship, lefi, are seen though the haze cavsed by dust in the :mnlh—

ern coastal city of Larnaca, in the southeast Mediterranean island of E‘vpm

—AP

Clmnnal With most of the reservoirs i the drought-
prone districts of Vellore, Ranipet. Thirupathur and
Tiruvannamalai left with only 535 per cent of water,
formers have been advised fo shift to crops that re-
quire less water,

Sources in the Tanul Nodu water resources de-
partment told JANS that the 55 per cent of water that
15 remaining in the mapor reservairs of the region will
nast be used for agriculture and it will only be used for
domestic consumplion.

The weather department has already sard that the
femperature in these districts would touch 44 degrees
Celsius in days o come,

Al present the temperatures in these districts ane
anywhere between 38 10 42 deprees Celsius,

Extreme heatwave conditions have led to the dry-
ing up of Falur River which s one of the main sources
of water m this region

The Tamil Madu sgriculiure department bas -
vised farmers to cultivate crops like maize, ragi,
groundnuts, wheat and Ipu]m.s like green gram and urad
s these crops require less waler.

These crops, according to the Tamil Nadu agri-
culture deparment officials, will al=o give higher re-
rnis o the farmeers,

In Tamil Madu the crops traditionally beimg cul-
tivated by farmers are sugar cane, paddy and banona
which require large quantifies of waler,

K Ramuswarmy, o sugar cane farmmer in Tiruppatur,
teld TANS, “The agriculiure department has already
asked us to switch from sugar cane and paddy farming
o maize, wheal and ragi coltivaiion as there is ex-
treme shortage of water in the region, We are however
yet to decide on this even though the department has
informed us of the benefits of switching over to the
new crops.”

The farmers have also been advised 1o swiich o
drip inmization techmgues for water conservation, —IANS
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'Hypocrisy Of Modi Sarkar Knows No Bounds': Jairam

Ramesh Targets Govt Over Move On 2G Case Verdict

Mew Delhi: With the BJP-
led government secking
moadification of the Su-
preme Court’s carlier
verdict in the 26 spec-
trum allocation case,
Congress on Saturduy
pccused i ol hypocnisy,
suying ihat the BJP had
termed the 20 spee-
trum allocation during
the LIFA government as
"scam"” and now wants
o follow ihe same
route of administrative
pllogation in  some
cases. Congress generl
sgeretary Jairam
Ramesh said the BIP
was contrdicting its
oW slance,

"The hypocrisy
of the Mody Sarkar wnd
Bhrasht Janata Party
knows no bounds. Dug-
ing Dr. Mammohan
Singh's tenure, they cried
to all who would listen
that the administrative al-
bocation of 20 spectrum
wits 1 'seam’, Now, they
are arguing the opposite -
they have gome to the Su-
preme Court for permis-
sion to give away spec-
trum fo whoever they
weil, withogt s auciion,”
Jairam Ramesh posted on
X. He alleged that the
govemment wis handing
over public resources 1o
PM's crony capitalist

friends and even "satellite
spiectram has been handed
ovier in exchange for elec-

toral boads".
"OFf course,
Maodani Rui;jnu;- has al-

this

ready been handing over

ublic rezources 1o the

M's ecrony capitalist
friends = mirports have
been handed over o one
company, coal mines have
been  given away in
fraudulent avcrions, amnd
even safellite spectrum has
been handed over in ex-
chimge for Rs 150 grare
in electoral bonds. In 10-
tal. they have already

handed out Rs. 4 lakh
crores worlh of public Fe-
sources 1o their corporate

% F il

donors." the Congress
leader alleged. He ox-
pressed confidence tha
the BJPF-led Ij:r'n'-u:rr'uru:nl
will be voled out in ihe
Lok Sabha clections,
"On June 4, India's
visters will show this party
of organised loot the
door. The INDIA Gov-
crnment will launch a
JPC on the Adani Mega
Benm, and investiguie
these other corrupt prac-
ticks = ingluding the
HPuyPM scam in which

ihe PM amassed s 8.2
crofe through his well-
documented *Chaar

] Raasie® of callecting
(] funds - 1, Pre-paid

| Bribes: Chanda Do,
Dhanda Lo 2. Posi-
H pard Bribes: Theka Lo,
Ghoos do 3. Pos-rud
Bribes: Hafin Visool 4.
Farzi Companics,”
Ramesh aid.

The Centre in its
plea earlier this week
in the Supreme Court
has sought modifica-
tion of the 2012 verdict
as 1t wanted to grant
second-generation
spectrum licences in
S(MNE CASEH,

On February 2,
2002, the top court

ugshed 2G spectrum
lieence allocations 1o
varies firms durimg A
Raja's tenure as telecom
minister i Jameary 2008,
The court hod also held
that the Swate was duty-
bound to adopt the auc-
tion route while transfier-
ringe mdural resources of
the ‘country,

Earlier on December
21, 217, the Special
Court acquitied Raja,
Kanimozhi and oibers in
o 20 specirum allocation
case, CHI has challenged
the order in the Delhi
High Couri.—AMN]

West Bengal Chiel Minister Mamata Banerjee during o public meeting for Lok Sabha elec-

tions, in Asansol.

Landslide Damages Roads And
Houses In J-K's Ramban

Ramban: Pernote vil-
lage, located approxi-
mafely TR
kilometres from
Kaomban fown in
Jammu ond Kash-
mir s witnessing
heavy damage 1o
roads, houses and
power lowers due
o continuous

landslickes.
The affected
villagers  have

boen shifted bo
Panchayal Ghar
and other places
and the administration is
faking care of them,
Medical Tacilities and
feod has also been pro-
vided by the odministra=
tion to the affected villag-
ers. The admunestration i
on high alert and s moni-
boring the situation,

While speaking to
ANI, Varunjeet Charak,
ADC  Ramban,  said,
"Around 50-35 families
have been affected. And
all the houses wathin one
kilemaetre of range have
been damaged, Some dre
fully damaged, while
some are partially dam-
aged, The families have
been rescued,”

Varumjest Charak
also informed about the
tcams that were working
on the rescud operation.
"The teams of NDRF,
SDRF, and the local
NGO were also here for
the rescue operation,” e
sibel.

The ADC further
said that three power tow-
ers have beon destroyed,
and the agriculiural ac-

tivities alzo been dis-
furbed. "The adminisira-

1o a place 2o that they can
gel two, four or four

fion reached here at night
oily and we reseued the
people, We had made
temporary tenis for the
farmilics o stay but duc to
heavy rains, the tents
have been damaged and
wie will shifi them to other
Maces,” Charak added.

Charak also said
that only the experis of
the Geology department
con unswer as lo why this
partigular area s going
through landslides. He
said, "We have reguested
their team (experis) 1o
come here and do their
studly,”

Meanwhile, JEK
Pradesh Congress Presi-
dent Vikar Rasool on the
destruction in the Ramban
district dwe o landslides
blameil the covernment.
"The government has pol
done anything, they give
four cloth tents and Four
pods later, and no ome asks
about my request,.”

Fasonl added, “He-
quesi o the distrect ad-
ministration to... shifl
themy {alfected familics)

rooms,.. Their re-
habalitation should
be armnged, The
tent of cloth docs
nothing..."

On  Friday,
due to the sinking
ol bamd Tor abow
one km a the
Ramban=-Gool
road, abour 30
honses wiere dam-
aged 1n Pernmisde
village, the au-
tharites hod saed,

"Sce  yesterday
eveming, small cracks
have been developing in
the roads. A road of
lemgth TEMM)-1200 meetres
iz mpacted. The slide is
gomg on conlinuwously.
Thie road has subseded 10-
12 nwetres in some places,
The restoration las not vet
staried because the move-
menl 1% sl gomg on,”
Sk Gautam, Officer
Commundimg in General
Reserve Engineer Foree
(GREF), had told AMIL

"The landslide be-
gan yesterday evening
somve five km away Trom
Famban, The roads hove
been damaged. Around
30-40 houses in the
ncarby arcas arc also at-
fected. We have deployed
teams and they are eon-
ducting surveys, We have
evacugted those who have
lost  their  homes,”
Ramban ADDC Roshan
Lal had told AMNI.

Villagers had said
that crops haive also been
dimaged due to the land
sinks.—ANI

Sabha elections, in Gwalior.

;I m

Madhya Pradesh Chiel Minister Mohan Yadav being felicitated during a public meeting for Lok

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah Thanks Supreme Court
For Ordering Release Of Drought Relief Assistance

crore but received only
Rs, 349898 crome,

Bengaluru: Karnataka
Chiell Minister Siddara-
maish thanked the Su-
preme Counl on Friday
tor ordening the reledse
of over Rz 34 lakh
drovught reliel’ assistance
from ithe Union Govemn-
ment  for the 2023
Eamataka deowght,

He ndded thar i
wis perhaps the first
time in the history of
India that a state was
driven to the Stpreme
Court bo get itd rights
enforced. "After persis-
tent efforts and an ap-
peal 10 the Supreme
Court, we've secured Rs
349882 crore in
drought reliel from the
Union Government. |
wizh to thank the Hon.
Supreme Court. Thiz is
perhaps the first time in
the hstory of India tha
a st wis driven o the
Supreme Court 1o gel s
rights enforced. [t's re-
grettable that we had to
wail since Sepicmber
2023 for a response,”
Siddargmaiah said in a
post o X,

The Kamatakn Cloel
Minister, however, ex-
pressed dissatisfaction
with the monetary assis-
tance, stating that the
Rarnataka governmeni
had reguested Rs. 18,000

Lok Sabha Elections
2024: Owaisi Holds

Hyderabud: AIMIM Chiel Asaduddim Owaisi woday

Door-To-Door Campaign

held a door-to-door campaien days ahead of polling
for the Lok Sabha Election 2024 in Hyderabad.
Owaisi is an AIMIM LS candidate from
Hyderabad Constituency and has represented the
constituency four times in Lok Sabha,
YVoting for all 17 seats in Telangons will take
plice on May 13 in the fourth phose of the Lok

Sinbha Eleciions 2024,

Orwvaisy sued on Fraday that the BJF Hyderabad
candidstes' pesture lo shoot an arrow purporiedly
in the direction of a mosque was an “attempt to de-

siroy the

peace” of the Hyderabad

*The BIP candidate iz shooling an 4rrow [o-
wards a mosgue. What iz the message being given
o us? Thal was nol an arrow lowards the mosgue
bul efforts to destroy the peace of Hyderabad,”
Orwais said while addressing o public meeting.

The Hyderabad Lok Sabha conshifusncy com-
priscs seven assembly scgments--Bahadurpuora,
Chandrayanguita, Charminar, Coshamahal, Karvan,

Malakper and Yakaipura.

All pssembly seats, except Goshamahal, are
presently held by the AIMIM. BIP haz Delded
Muadhavi Lutha from the Hyderabad constituency.

Since 1984, condidntes from the Owaisi family
or those supporied by them, hoave been elected from
Hyderabad, with Oweaiss currently servimg as the Lok
Sabha member from the prestigions seal.

Polling for 17 parliamentary constiluencies in
Telungana will be held on May 13, In the 2019 gen-
eritl election, Telangana Bashira Samithi (TRS) won
ning seuls, Bharativa Janata Pany four, Congress three
and AIMIM one seat. The voting for the first two
phases have been completed so far,

The next round of voting will be held on May 7.

Lok Sabha polls are being held across seven phases
gl Jume | and votes will be counted on June 4.—ANI

the Natwnal Disazter Re-
sponse Fund (NDREF) 1o

sel coupled with sleggish
F'Imgnn!: ol SWh sbu‘fin

*The offtce of the
Home Minister Pinally
woke up after the Hon,
supreme Courl rang the
hx:trr';'l’inill;-'. B JUstiCe
has been done o our
farmers. However, the
sanction 15 woefully in-
pdequate. We had asked
for Bs 18,000 crores and
we have got 349898
crores!” Siddaramaiah
pdded in the post.

The Mimistry of Fi=
nance on Friday approved
the release of Rs 345422
crore towards relief assis-
tance for the 2023
Karnatuka drought.

Earlier, the
Karnataka government.
in the plea filed through
mdvocate DL Chidomanda,
urged the Supreme court
i diréct the Centre to
forthwith take a fimal de-
cizion and release the fi-
nancial assistance from

the state, The plea sad
that Karnataka is reeling
under o severe droughi,
affecting the lives ol s
citizens, “For the Khani
202% senson s a whole,
after fulfilling all the in-
dicators of the Manual for
Drought Management
2020, a toral of 223 ol
of 236 aluks are declaned
drought-affected during
Kharl 2023, with 196
taloks cateporized a5 se-
verely affected and the
remaining 27 categonzed
as moderately daffected.
The Southwest Monsoon
{SW My et in over the
coast of Kamataka on Jiie
10, 2023, as against the
mormial onsel of June 5,
The SWA gradually ad-
vanced thercafter and
covered the entire state on
June 24, as apainst the
normal coverage date of
Jumw: 13, The delayed on-

June resulted in Malno
districts and North [nte-
rior Karnataka disincis
with large apriculiure
| land recording large
deficit ramfall.” zaid the
E!Iun- Adier siricily ad-
ering o the procedune
outlined in the Manual
for Drought Manage-
ment-2020, Karnataka
notified 223 out of 236
taloks as drouwghi-af-
fected. Cumulatively for
the Kharf 2023 season,
the agriculture amd hor-
ticilire crop loss have
been reported in more
than 4% lakh hectares
with the estimated loss
fcost of cultivation) of
Rs 35,162 crore, the plea
further said. The Sate
Crovernment has sought
Rz 1517144 crove umder
Mational Disaster Ke-
sponse Fund (NDRF},
through three Drought
Reliel Memorandum sub-
mitted i September-MNo-
vember 2023 i,
Bs 4663, 12 crore towands
crop loss input :-:ul'ﬁi:i‘ﬁ
Bz | 25779 crore lowa
lemluus- relief o fann-
s whose livelihood his
been seriously affected
due te droazht, Bs 566,78
crore  for addressing
shortage of drinking wa-
ter  relief  then  and
R=.363.68 crore towarnds
cattle ¢are, Crops have
farled, reduced water
availobility has affected
domestie, agricultural,
and indusirial-hydel en-
crgy water supply, the
plea ndded, -ﬂPNI

'Only Heat Wave'

Soumitra Bose

Mew Delhi N
"Oinly Heat Wave™,. No
Poll Wave, No Election
Wave, No Ballot Wave,
Mo Polhing Wove, Nao
Electioneenng Wave, Na
Campaigning Wave, No
Swaving Wave, Nao
"Craze™-Wave, No Poll-
ing Wove., All only run-
rrE!:lhr."-nlill sort=-of=per-
Mangtory="do"=that-is-=
now-seemingly="0F What
Use Really'. Thus, no
wave unlike in [970s,

[ilis, 1990L, 2000, and
omwand as of now.._ 2024:
Mot at mll spirited, enthu-
simstic, exuberant, exliila-
riting but boring, didpir-
ited, mo-logic, no-excite-
ment-inducing, only-de-
pressiom-inducimy. o say
or put frankly. Then whai
wiave 7 Only Heat Wave,
that is, -Ve, dispirited, un-
enthusiastic, Wnens
couraging, self-contain-
ing, el ebe bul nod ot all,
AnY ENCOUTIZIing wave-
prone...No cheeno af all,
Waves are past, of ar all

that too. that is. People
today are nof preparcd to
be corried oway by waves
which becording o them
are lies, deceit, cheat, fuls
sification,  chicanery
proase, thay ore not meeimn
to be fulfilled as they ore
only meant (o garner
votes, it is now 100%s
clear. Thus, becanse, that
15 clear, it iz also clear
that there 8 ne wive un-
like ever belore, Only
hiest wave of the weather
i5  there, no  other
wave. QED.

[VNE GEEN TRANELLING
SPEAKING To un-rﬁﬂs."l‘mtﬁt 'S

EVERYWHERE,
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Bochum's Kevin Stiger celebrates scoring during the Bundesliga soccer maich between YVIL

Hrnchum and TSCG 1399 Hni'ﬁmhrim ul "'n-lmm ] [{uhnlud:un. Ii-m:hum, I.’.era.nh

La Liga: From One Big Match To Another:

Madrid: The Spanish La
Liga awaits another big
mateh this weekend as

Sevilla host wadinonal n-

vals Benl Bens in one of

the most exciling pames
aof the scason - El Gran
Derbi, Real Betiz and
Sevilla FC will back homs
in & hiard-fought maich as
one team battles for a
place in Europe and the
other secks to pul any
chance of getting drawn
inte the relegation dog-
Figght 1o bed.

Real Betis come oul
on top on gcrial duels and
crosses, while: Sevilln FC
top the stiats for passcs in
the attacking rone, in the
first third and for overall
passes completed,

While Sevills and
Real Betis will face ofl in
El Gran Drerbi, 1able top-
pers Beal Madreid will
hape o ride the winning

momentom after the El
Clasico  win  againsi
Harceloni.

As Beal Madrid won
the mitch, Jude
Bellingham proved he is
always decisive in El

Clasico.
As ogeurred in the
reverse fixture,

Bellingham won the gamd
with a great goal in the
dying minues. Although
given his position, fans
were especiing 2
plavmaker, hiz main sk
has been sconng goals; 50
much s0 that he 15 now
the sccond-highest sconer
in the league.

Hevwever, he remains
instrumental  when i
comes” 1o crealing
gpoalscoring chanoes pnd 15
the La Liga player with
the most pasacs in the fi-
nal third, He alzo makes
the podium on high-im-

EL Gran Derbi Awaits

pact actions and 15 one of
the eight plavers (o take
on opponenis the most

and do so most success-
fully. He is one of the
standout players in the
entire competition.

Az they go inbo. am-
other week of action, Real
Madrid manager Carlo
Ancelotti practically has
the league ritle in his
pocket.

There las been linle
o grificise in  Heal
Madrid's play througho
these 32 matches. At this
junciore in La Liga, Los
Bloncos have established
themselves as the leading
team in link-up play and
passing.

They are the side
wieo make the most passes
in the final third and they
make these passes most
efizctively, with a passing

pocuracy of 56%, I we

focus on their 1odal passes,
wie o mlst see that they
are the most effective
units overall. All of these
figures, and many more,
reflect a system which has
allowed Real Maded o
soone the most poals and
virtually wrap up the La
Liga witle.

lsco 15 =l ungop-
pable

Mot even impury has
mianaged to dent the per-
formuance levels of a
player who remains the
cornersione of his team
and a leading player in La
Liga

Isco has created the
most high-impact actions
in the entire division - in
aother words, actions
which create 1
goulscoring aepportunity
for his tenm, These can be
passes, beatmg a player or
carrics which lead to 4
chance on goal. Sinee Isco
has rediscoversd himsell
ot Renl Betis, the balance
has returned 10 the temin,
Az illustrated by his spells
on the sidelines, the team
perform better when he is
on the ficld of play.

Successful  long
=
Theze  comprize

passes of over 3] meires
with which the passer sine-
ceasfully reaches a neceiv-
ing leammate. Teams who
generabe more long, ver
tical passes are capable of
playimg a more direet
game. Sevilla FC are the
ieam that plays the sec-
ofd-miosl long passes in
La Lign.—IANS

Premier League: Three Massive Games This
Weekend To Help Decide Title

London: Three decisive
matches this weckend -
one of them the big-
s derby in Lons
o == will go a
long way toward
deciding this
season's Premier
League title, and
perhaps alse the
scramble o avoid
h:h.:sﬂllull. Tlll.;'
first game is on Saturday
lunchtime when Jurgen
Klopp's tired Liverpool
side trivels (o face Wesi
Hom at the Lomion Sta-
dium
Liverpoal teavel 1o
gl London after a derby
defeat to Everton on
Wednesday dealt a mas-
sive hlow to their title
hopes, keaving them third
in the table, two poinis
behind Manchesier Ciry
and three belind Arsenal,
with City having o game
im hand., Klopp's side
again lacked encrgy af
Geoodizon Park, and with
less than 72 howrs to prg-
pare, it hard to see how
it can recover physically
against a side that is go-
g 10 look o test i from
set preces - a8 Everton did,
The good news for
Liverpool is thar West
Home are alse exhausied
afler their run o the
Europa League

gquarterfinals, with the
club  surrounded - by

Julen

that
Lopeteru ¥4 being lincd

TumoNrs

up to replace David
Moves as coachat the end
of the season

The other two deci-
sive gamics are oa Swwlay,
with league leoders Arg-
nal crossmg north London
to play traditional rivals
Tottenham in a key game
for both sides.

Arsenal's iImipressive
demolition of Chelsea on
Wednesday means they
have a one-point lead over
Manchester City, but City
have a4 game in hand,
Mikel Arteta's gicle mins
hold its nerve against a
rival that also needs o win.
Tottenham st fifth in the
table, six poinis behind
Aston Villa, but with pavo
games in hand and three
points are wvital if they
wank b siay in the roce 1o
gqualify for next scason’s
Champions League.
Spurs haven't played since

April 13 when they lost
401 to Mewcasthe, amd at
this siage of the sca-
gon, it's hard (o
know if that break
LS will allew tired legs
s {0 recover of break
their chythn,

Maonchester
Ciry purred to a 4-0
winaway 10 Brighton
on Thursday. night,
with Phil Foden and
Kevin de Bruyne in out-
standing form, and they
visil struggling
Motlingham Forest on
Sunday. Forest's defeat to
Evenon last weekend lefi
them a point above Luton
Town and Luton conld
move two points above
Muno Espiniu Sanio's side
il they win away 1o mid-
table Wolverhamplon on
Saturday afternoon,

If Luton lose on Sal-

urday, thar could 1ifi
some pressure from For-
esl againsi Pep

Guardiala's sude, who lkas
Erling Haaland as their
only fitness doubs. bui the
way Manchester City de-
molizhed Brighton sug-
pests they are hilming top
form at the nght moment,

Agton Villa  will
move nine points clear of
Tottenham if they beat a
chastic Chéelsea on Sotur-
day. Unai Emery ex-

tended his contrpet with
the ¢luby for another sca-
son in the week, while
Chelsen suffered a 5-0
hiemilintron away to Ar-
senal and meed 1o show a
reaction of some kingd.

Chelsea have the
firepovwer 1o hurt Villa
on a good day, but the
Villa pair of Ollie
Wiatkins and Leon Baliey
are much more effective
in front of goal. Elsc-
where, Mewcasile Uinined
should keep up the pres-
sure on a top-six finish
amd could confirm
Sheffeld Unied’s return
io the Championship on
Smturduy,

Manchester Umited
pre currently sixih bl
have been wildly ermatic
in receml games and
Burnley must see thoir
visil 1o Old TrafTord as
m chance o overtake
Luton in their survival
hid. Everion are almost
safe afver consecutive
wins, while Brentfond's
five-game unbeaten run
haz alzo moved them
cloger 1o assuring top-
Might survival, Fially,
Fulham and Crystal Pal-
ace, Bonrnemouth and
Brighton play two micdl-
table derbies with litile
@l stake other than
pride.—lANS

Bairstow’s Unbeaten 108, Shashank’s 68 Not Out Help
PBKS Complete Highest Successful Chase In T20s

Kolkata: Jonny Bairstow
slammed an unbeaten 108
while Shashank Singh
shone with 68 not out as
Punjab Kings compleied
i record chase of 262 o
secure an cight-wicket
win over Kolkata Knight
Riders in en absolute run-
fest in Maich 42 of lndian
Premaer League (IPL)
2024 winessed by 55,767
fans at the Eden Gardens
on Friday,

Afier openers Plal
Salt amd Sunil Narine
shammed rollicking half-
centuries while shaning an
opening partnership of
138 muns m 1.2 overs 1o
propel KER w4 mam-
moth 26176, Prabh=mran
Simgeh laid the foundation
with o gquick fifty, before
Bairstow and Shashank
dished oui sensational
knock= as PRES now own
the record for higlwest ducs
cessiul chase in T his-
tory, For Bairstow, this
was a much-needed sec-
ond IPFL century, with his
108 coming off 48 balls
amd aided by cight foawrs
v Mine SXGS ilﬁ'.lr being
dropped due o poor
form. Frday's knock
boosts his chances of en-
tering England's squad
fior the T2 World Cup.

Shashank's whirl-
weind 68 not ol come off
2% balls, laced with two
fours and cight sixes.
Amidst the camage, Sumil
Marine was still at his cco-
noimical best, with Ngures
of 1-24, The win now
takes FHRKS 1o eighith
place m the points table.

With the ball coming
nicely on the bat, PBKS
kit a whopping 24 dixes
in their l.‘r::lm.x the most
MaKimmEs coming in an
IPL mnings. verall, 42
sixes were hit im the
mateh, which iz the mosi
maximums hil ima men's
T2 maich,

Chasing 2562,
Bairstow got off the mark
by mistiming a dnve off
mishmantha Chameera in
the opening over. Impact
plaver Prabhsimiran Singh
Micked and wpper-cul

Harshit Rana for a brace
ol sixes i the zecond
over, before taking two
s and as Y SEXES
ol Chameer in the néxi
Over.

The intreduction of
Anukul Roy and Sunil
Marnine dedn’t do much w
stap the boundary Now as
Prabhsimun got his ity
in just 18 balls with a
swept six, Bairstow hit
three fours and two sixey
against Anukul Foy in the

collectively 1o compleic a
mammaoil chase with
gight ‘balls 1o spare,
Earlier, Sali made
75, while Marme slommued
T1 as the duo were dlso
helped by PBES dropping
their three catchies collec-
tively in the firse seven
overs lo smash the bowlers
to all parts of the park.
After the duo fell, Andre
Russell, Shrevas Iver and
Venkatesh Iver hrowght
oul the big hitz to take

last over of Povwer-play,
hefore Prabhsimran was
rum oul on the final ball
1z PBKS ended the phase
ot 53¢ 1.

Bui Bairstow contin-
vied fo unbeash camage on
KER"s bowlers, getting
i El't!.' all 23 Bballs l!l:,.'
slogpimg Warun
Chakravarthy over long-
off T for =ix on the fifih ball
of the ninth over. From
overs 10-13, Bairsiow
hlasied seven bBoundares,
despite 11’1”:.*: Hilee
Rossouw to Narime

Shashank came in to
hit two sixes amd o foar,
followed by Boirstow
reaching his century in
iusl 4% Jl':hl“!ﬁ afT IIJHIIII
Rann. Shashank then
caried Chameern for thres
sixes. before hitting two
mare maximams and a
fowir off Harshit 10 get his
fifity, He and Bairstow hil
three more boundares

KER past 260, with the
help of 22 fours and |8
aixes, Salt amd MNarine's
P38=run stand is the sec-
ond-highest opening pan-
nership by any KKR pair
in IPL history behind the
unbeaten |84-run parner-
ship between Chns Lynn
and Goawtam  Gambhir
pipainst Gupart Liens on
Apnl T, 2017.

Pushed intoe hatting
first, Marine began by
driving a juicy half-vol-
ley from Sam Curran for
foir. He then it Arshdeep
singh for a six and four
before being dropped by
Harprect Brar uﬂmhhal
Patel in the third over,
Sal _||||'|:|L:-|,1 the I'H:l|||1|,|ur:,'-
hitting party with a fouwr
sundwiched between two
RIXCH.

The carmage contin-
ued 3z Salt drove Kagi
Rabada through the Tune
for four before Narine

slammed tw'o fours and
zix o the last three balls
af the fourth over. The
duo hit three more bound-
aries before Salt had o re-
preve 0 the last over of
power-play as KER
sigened ofl from the phase
with 7wk,

After that, Sali was
given another life when
Babadn dropped o chance
off Rahul Chahar, making
it the third time PBKS
shielled a chance, Marine
reverse-swepl, drove and
shiced for his boundaries
to reach his fifty inoonly
23 balls before Salt swiv-
elled and lapped off
Rabady for four and six
respectively,

Salt would get a 25-
bull fifty, his third half-
century of the season, by
dispatching Chahar
throuwgl extra cover for
four, o1 KKE reached
370 at the halfway
mark. PBES finally held
on to a catch as Marine
holed owl 1o long-on ofT
Chirran, falling For 71 off
just 32 balls. Two overs
Fater, Salt was ¢astled by
Curman for a 37-ball 75,

Russell clubbed two
fours and as many sixes
in his 12-ball 24, before
hooking 1o square leg ofT
Arshdeep. Shrevas
pulled, drove, Micked and
shiced to hit Curran for
four and three sixeés in his
I0-ball 28, before oiving
a ¢atch 1o deep third man
all .-"l.rxhl.h:l.']i i the 19
over, Venkatesh, Rinku
smgh and Bamandecp
Singh hit some bound-
aries at the end to take
EKR past 200, which was
inzufficient 1o siop PBKS
from hunting it down
with adiculous ease,

Hrief scores:

Kanlkata knight Rid-
ers 26006 in 200 overs ([ Phil
Salt 75, Sumil MNarine TI:
Arshdeep Singh 2.435,
Rahul Chahar 1-33) lost
to Punjab kangs 26272 i
I8.4  owvers [(Jonny
Bairstow |08 mot ouot,
Shazhank Singh 68 not
ol Sonil MNarine =24
by eight wickets.—IANS

China Ready To Cooperate With WADA In
Regular Compliance Review After ‘Doping’ Row

Beljing: The China
Ant-Dopng Agency

assiglance where
meeded,” | osaid. A takal

(CHINADA) will
sctively cooperate. with
the World Anti-Doping
Ageney (WADA) i the
comimng regular compli-

ance review and provide
pszistance where noeded,
il said here on Friday.
WA DA decided 1o

send a complance audit
team to China 10 assess
the current state of its
anti-doping program as
part of the Apency's
regular compliance
monitormg program al
its Executive Commil-
fee (EaCo) meesting on
Thursday in Montreal,
Canada.

"The audit is pan

of WADA'S regular
complinnge montorng
program o ensure
compliance with the
Code.” CHINADA said
in a siatement, “Previ-
ous compliance reviews
af such kind also took
place in 2017 through a
comphanee audit and in
2022 through a Code
Compliznee Qucstion-
naire (CC0), where we

g professional
putdanee from WADA
to further improve our

work:"

"CHIMADA will
sctively cooperaie with

the coming audit by
WADA, and provide

of 23 Chimese swimmers
tested positive Tor an
"extremely low conces
tration” of irmetaidine
{ TRL) it o national
swimming evend in 2021
after inadvertently being
exposed o the subsiance
ihrough contamination,
reports Kinhiag,

After WADA's

scienes Department and
cxternal legal coumsel
reviewed this case

thorougthly, it nccepled
CHIMNADAYS conglusion
that "the athletes would
be held v have o fanl
or negligence.”

“Since iz extab-
lishment in 2007,
CHINADA has been
carrying oul its work in
stiict accordance with
the Code and Internn-
tional Standards with a
Fero Tolerance' attitude
towards doping,”
CHINADA saxd.

“In the

immeiazidine { TMEL)
coniamination cases in
:-:winl.nli.l:q_., in 2021,
CHINADA, ri L1rl1||'~|'-
and objectively, initi-
ated o thorough and
comprehensive imvesti-
gation immediately with
scientific methoads.
"Based on ihe

findings of the mvestign-
vion, resulis of environ-
mental samples, com-
bined with conclusions
of scientific experi-

MEemts, cupér 1,![.|II'II1!|!!~
and other evidence,
ingluding the prolonged
anad intensive besting
records and pmalysis
resulis of the athlcies
imveldvedd, ot was finally
decided that the Adverss
Analytial Fmdings
{AAFs) for TME were
am isolated mass incident
caised by athletey’
unknowing consumplion
of fiood contamimatied
with TME when they
were participating in the
evenl." WADA alop
announced after its
ExCo meeting thai it
willl invite Swisx imides=
pendent prosecutor Enic
Codtser (0 review 1ks
hamdling of the na-fault
corHaminuion case
imvolving 23 swimeners
from Cling e MI21.
CHINADA enlled
WADAS decision "o
clear demonstration of
fairmess, openness amd
transparency."—IANS

Dallas Mavericks' P.J, Washington, drives to the basket past Los An-
geles Clippers' Paul George (13) as Kawhi Leonard (2) helps defend
during the second hall of Game 2 of an NBA baskethall first-round play-
off series in Dallas.
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People With Rare Longevity Mutations May Also Be | This Approach Shows Significant Potential
Protected Against Cardiovascular Disease: Study

dizeases. Although the Ee-
uadorians with GHRD
have a higher rate of obe-
gity, they have a very low

MNew Delhi: A recend study
sugeests that people with
i rwre condition known as
ﬁmmh hormone receptor

eficiency (GHRDY), also
called Laron syndrome,
may have better cardio-
vascular health.

GHED, which is de-
fined by the body's inabil-
ity to use its prowth hor-
e and leads 1o stunted
development, has been
linkied in mice to-a 40 per
cent incrense in longevily
and decreased risk of nu-
merous age-reloed disor-
ders. However, the risk of
ciardiovascular illness n
individuals with GHED
has remained wnknown
untl] now, leading 1o sus-
pricion that thiz rodent lon-
gevity mutation may pso-
tentially ratse cardiovis-
cular disease risk in hu-
MAans,

HT launches Crick-
i, a1 one stop destination
to catch Crecked, anytime,
pnywhere, Explore now!

The study. appenring
in Med, is the latest prod-
uct of an imtemational col-
laboration  spanning
nearly 20 years between
Valter Longo, professor of
geromology at the USC
Leonard Davis School of
Gerontology, and endo-
erinologist Taime

Cluevard-Aguirre of the
Universidad San Fran-
cizco de Quito, Ecuador.

Orver the past two de-

cades, Longo, Guevara-
Aguirre and colleagues
have examined the health
und aging of people with
the gene mutation than
causes GHRED, This rare
miutation - found in just
406 10 00 people world-
wide - was identified in a
group of Ecuadorians
whose ancestors had fed
Spain dunng the Inguisi-
ton more than three cen-
turies sgo. The matation
leaves them with inetffec-
tive growith hormone re-
ceplors and résulls in a
ivpe of dwarlism,

The feom’s previous
research has indicated that
while GHRIVLaron syn-
drome reduces growth, it
al=0 appears to reduce the
risk of several age-related

risk of cancer and Type 2
diabetes, They al=o appear
to have healthier brains
mnd betier performance on
tests of cognition and
LY,

For the current
study, the research team
examined cardiovascular
funcoon, damage, and
risk factors in GHRLD sub-
jects and their relatives.
Rescarchers conducted
two. phaszes of measurg-
mentz in Los Angeles and
Eeuador, involving a to=
tal of 51 individuals, with
24 diagnosed  with
GHRED and 27 relatives
without GHRI? serving as
eontrols.

GHRIY subjects dis-
played lower blood sugar,
insulin rezistance, amd

blood pressure comparsd
io the control group,
They rh.:iu had
smaller heart dimensions
and ‘similar pulse woave
velocity - a measure of
stiffness in the aferies -
bant hadd bower carotid ar-
tery thickness compared
to condrol subijects,
Despite  elevated
low-density lipoprolcm
(LDL}, or "bad choles-
terol,” levels, GHRED sub-
jects showed a irend for
lower carotid artery ath-
erosclerstic plagues com-
pared to controls (7 per
cent vs 36 per cent),
"These fimdings sug-
gest that individuals with
GHRDY have normal or
improved levels of cardio-
vascular discase nsk fac-
fors compared to their
relatives,” sand Longo,
senior author of the new
study. “Although the
pepulation tested i= small,
together with studies in
mice amd other onganizms
this human data provide
valuable inzighis inlo the
health effects of growth
hormone receplor defi-
ciency and sugpest that
drugs or dictary interven-
thons that cause similar ef-
fects could reduce discase
incidence and possibly ex-
tend longevity.” —ANI

S Korea Medical Crisis: New Head
Of Doctors' Association Vows War

Seoul: The new head of the doctors' associstion vowed on Saturday 1o wage an
all-owt war against the government in case of any disadvantage to medical profes-
sors considerg taking weekly breaks i support of the ongomy walkout by junior

doctors,Lim Hyun-tack, the

resident-glect of the Korcan Medical Association

(EMA), 15 knowm for his hawkish stance in the ongoing stalemate wath the poven-
ment regarding an increase in the medical school enrollment quata,

"The Mintstry of Health and Welfares trestment of professors as eriminals
and its imimidation are deeply infuriating,” said the KMA® transition team for
Lim m a press relesse, adding that 140,000 doctors and medical stedents will

launch an all-out war if the professors are mistreated.
lice seruting after the Mintsiry of Health and Wellare
violated medical law by imciting collective action by

L has codie under

filed o complamt alleging

he

trainee doctors opposed o the government's plan (o sharply increase medical school

admissions, reports Yonhap news

ICACY,

The: country’s 13,000 traimee doctors have been on sinke, resignming en masse’
singe Febmeary 20, prodesting the povernment’s decision to significantly imcrease
the medical school enrollment quoda, In solidanty with medical imerns and resi-
denis, medical professors at major general hospitals nationwide have joined the
movement. In an anempt 1o break the stalemate with the doctors, the government
last week accepled a request from the chiels of six national universitics for flex-

ihility in expanding the medical school enrollment quota,

IANS

V P Jagdeep Dhankar Visits Bharat Biotech Facility

Hyderabad: Vice Prosidem
Dhankhar on Friday
visitod Bhamt Biotech, which
i [ocused on innevadion, re-
senrch & devel it wriel
karpe-scale marmifsctunng fi-
calstics for vaccines,

Accompamied by
Telangani Governer C.P
Radhakrishnan, the Yiece
Prezident went around the
compiny's premises i G-
nome Valley.

D, Knishna Ella, Ex-
gcutive Chairman of Bharm
Biotech amd Suchitra Ella,
Co-Founder amd Managing
Drirector of Bharst Biotech,
wedcomed the Vice Presadent,

W-P Dhankhar was
bricfed in detul about the
manufctunng Gcility, the
miricate processes imvelved
i vaccime production, and
the company s initiatives 1o
develop new molecules pnd

Kolkata, —PTI

vaceine canmdidares o figh
meglected diseases that af-
fect the developing world,
specifically focused on ma-
lar. cholera, tuberculosiz,
and chikungunya,

The Vice President,
whio begin his tour by plant-
ing o medicimal sapling, ad-
midred Bhamt Biotech's dedi-
cation and resilicnce during
umprecedented challenges,

"l um at a place where
people are driven with a pas-
sion for research, :tu:ijrr-
meent, and concem for soui-
cty. Bharat Bissech has niod
only helped the nation figh
the pamdemic by develop-
gt imehipenods vaecines bt
also condributed immensely
in digital penetration,” he
said and called for grester
collaboration between -
dustry, academia and sup-
port 80 back more reseanch

———

in all sectors. Dr. Krishna
Elln thanked the Vice Presi-
dent for recognismg Bharat
Broiech's dedication and re-
ffirmed the company's con-
finued commitment to de-
vieloping novel vaccines,
comributing to natkonal self-
relimnce poals, amd shaping
a healthier future. The Vice
President was also taken on
i virtual tour, offering o
glimpse into the inner work-
ings of ithe production facil-
ity. From the state-of-the-an
equipment to precise qual-
ity control measures, the vir-
sl fowr provvidhed a Fase imnat-
ing insight imo the meticu-
lous process. mvolvsd nore-
searching and developing
each vaccing dose rolled out
fromm the fiacility, such as the
Rotavines Viceme, Typhowd
Conjugate Yaccine and
Hepatins Vaccing, —1ANS
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For Treating A Common Form Of IBS

New Delhi: Beseirchers
have found a new ap-
proach which holds great
promise (o treat a com-
moen form of Irritable
Bowel Syndrome (1BS)L

This approach which
includes persomalised
‘cockiails' of antibiotics,
probiotics and prebiotics
was Tound 1o improve
sympioms i almaost all
patienis who were in-
cluded in the study pub-
lished in the journal Eu-
ropenn Society OF Clini-
cal Microbiplogy And In-
lectious Disecases.

As per Jead re-
searcher Professor
Maurizio Sanguinefii,
"The research shows that
about 10-30 per cent of
individuals who experi-
ence acule gasiroenicrinis
develop Post-infection
IBS. Symptoms like diar-
rhoea, constipaiion, bloat-
ing and abdominal pain
can lasi for months or
cven years after the ini-
tial infection,”

Post-infection 1BS
(P1-IBS) 15 a form of ir-
ritable bowel syndrome
thitt oceurs allier gastroen-
teritis or food poisoning.

To investigate the
petential of this approach,
the researchers performed
a stody on 13 PI-IBS pa-

Early Detection Of 'Osteoarthritis'
May Allow Therapy That Im-
proves Joint Health: Researchers

San Francisco: He-
searchers have said that
carly detection of "knee
ostecarthritis”" could
provide an opporunity
to arrest the discase
Ell'ﬁl.‘ﬂr'-‘i& and restore joint
ealth. This comes after

@ teumn of researchers
from the US-based Duke
University Medical
Centre successfully
predicied knee osteoar-
thritis via a blood test ot
least gight years before
tell-tale signs of the
dizease appeared on X-
FiLys

In & study pub-
lished in the journal
Seience Advances, the
researchers validated ihe
accuracy of the blood
test that identifies key
biomarkers of osteoar-
thritis,

They showed that it
predicied the develop-

- T

People cover themselves for protection against the scorching sun on a hot summer day, in

ment of the discase, as
well as ity progeression.

As per the =wdy's
semior author Yirgina
Buyers Krioz, a professor
at Duke University
School of Medicing, the
blood test shows that
"it's possible o detect
this discase much carlier
thin our current diag-
nostics permit”. Osteoar-
thrinig 15 the most
common type of arthn-
tis, affecting an csti
mated 35 million adalts
in e LS. While there iz
currenily no cure, the
potential new therapies
muy solve it by wlentify-
ing it early and slowing
its progression before it
becomes foo late, the
studhy mentiomed,

Researchers studied
# burge database i the
UK and analysed the
serum of 200 white
WOMmen,

Half of the women
had been diagnosed with
kiiee ostecarthriiis,
while the other half did
nol have the discuse,
The two groups were
matched by body mass
index and age.

They identified a
fow biomarkers in the
blood test that sucoess.
fully distinguished the
women with knee
osteoarthninis from those
without it, These
biomarkers detected
melecular signals of
osteoarthritis up to cight
years before many of ile
wiomen were diagnosed
with the disease through
X-ray lests.

According o
Kraus, this 15 significam
because it gives addi-
tional evidence that
there are abnormalities
in il point that may be
recogmsed by blood
biomarkers long before
X-rays can indicaie
osteoarthritis. —IANS

tients (8 males and 5 fe-
males; mean age, 31
vears) who were treated
with  targeted gut-
micrabioda therpy.
Mine paticniz (682
per centh had diarrhoea-
dominant 1BS (IBS-D),
while four {30L8 per cent)
had constipation-domi-

nant 1BS (IBS-L7).
Bloating and stom-
ach pain were reponied in

69,2 per cent (W13) and
76.9 per cent (1013) of
patieniz, respectively,
Based on their re-
sults, researchers then de-
signed @ personalized
therapy for each patien

with the goal of rebalanc-
inge their gut microbiot,
The therapics con-

sisted of shor courses of
the antibiotics nfaximin
(9713, 69 per cent of pa-

fienis) or puromomyein
(413, 31 per cent) 1o re-
duce levels of potentially
harmful bacteria, fol-
lowed by prebiotics or
pasthioties o improve ihe
numbers of profective
bacteria and contest with
the harmful bacteria for
space and resources;
Twelve weeks after
starfing treatment, 93 per
cent of patienls improved
their symptoms, and 38.5
per cent attained overall
remission, the study
pofed. A precision medi-
cing approach, in which
testing and carefal analy-
sis of the gul microbot
allows the development
of personalisad treatments
holds greal promise in the
trestment of PI-IBS."
Sanguinetll said. —IANS

Tripura Zoo Beats Heatwave, Protects
Animals With Fruit Feasts And Ice Blocks

Agartala (Tripura): To
protect inmates fromy the
severe heatwave condi-
tioms, authorities at
Tripura's Sepahijali Zoo-
logical Park have imple-
ipenled several measones,
including feeding the ani-
mipls seasonal fros like
watermelons and oral re-
hivdration solulions mix-
ture.

The scazonal fruirs
provided include water-
melons, cucumbers, and
gourds fo help the animals
stay hydrated and cool. In
addition to providing hy-
drating fruits, the 200 au-
thoriiies ane also using ice
cubes and cold-waler
splashes as i direct methed
i reduge heat  stress
amang the animals,

These elforis are
complemented by the ad-
ministration of Oral Be=
hydration  Solutions
{OESY and other sub-
stances aimed al prevent-
ing dehydration, ensuring
thut the ammals receive
the neces care o main-
fain lhcﬁuullll during
this challenging period.

Moreover, the zoo

stafT diligently ¢hanges
water kewels a1 vanows en-
closures frequently o gn-
surg fresh and cool water
is always available 1o the

animals, Turther aiding
their ability to cope with
the heat,

OfMieials sand that
these measurcs are i par
of their efforts o profect
antmals from heatwaves
a5 the region grapples
with increasingly harsh
weather conditions.

"We have already
prepared ourselves, In this
hot summer, all the her-
hivores and omnivores

e Ted sensonal fruns like
watermelons, eic, All the
carniveres are provided
with i1 blocks in their
resting areas,” Dr Keshab

Debnath of the 2oological
park said.

"Cald water 15 being
sprinkled  regularly,
along with the feeding of
Oral Rehydration Solu-
tioms mixiuee oo heat the
heat. Though the animals
ﬁuc:l affected in these

atwave conditions, we
are miking all possible
efforts fo mamiain their
comfort and safety,” he
idded, —ANI

Healthify Cuts Around 27%
Workforce In Restructuring Exercis

Mew Delhi: Homcgrown
health tech  startup
Healthify  {formerly
Healthifyme) has laid ullt.f
around 27 per cent of its
workforce, or about 150
emplayees, in @ resiruc-
luring exercise, o media
report said on Saturday.

Employees  from
siales and product tcams
were impacted the most
by the job cuts-that ha
pened earhier this week,
Inc42 reported. citing
SRS,

*In the nexy 3-4
months, our India bus-
ness will turn EBITDA
prafitable and this re-
struciuring was an unfor-
Tunate bul importan step
in line with achieving
this. We also have 1o
make sure we  have
enpugh resource alloca-
tion tor the global expan-
sion,” Healthily co-
founder and CEQ Tushar
Vashist was quoted as say-
ing,

In addition, the
startup said that n will

provide the affected em-
ployees “robust suppor
durimg this transition, in-
cluding comprehensive
severance packages, ex-
tended insurance cover-
age. and job placement
assistance™,

According 1o the re-
port, the impacted work-
ers have been offered tw
months’ salary as sever-
ance pay, extended msur-
pnee coverage, aceeler-
ated stock vesting period
in some cases, and leave

éash encashment,

Im 2021, the health
tech startup cut around
150 jobs from various
feams, including SME
(subject matter expert),
quatlity analyiics, product
pnd marketing.

Founded in 2012,
Healthify's health and
fitness app uses artifi-
cial imelligence (Al) 1o
truck diet habits, fitmness,
pnd weight, as well as
provide coaching ser-
vices, —ANS

Nearly 23% Of Canadian Population
Reported Food Insecurity In 2022

Ottawa: Approximately 8.7 million people, or 22.9 per cent of Canada’s popu-
lation, lived in households that reported some form of food insecurity in 2022,

Statistics Canada has sad.

This is an increase of just under 1.8 million from the previous vear when
the rate was 184 per cent, the national statistical agency was quoted as saying
on Friday by Xinhia news agency,

The proportion of those who were margmally food insecure remaimed reli-
tively stable, at & per cent, while the proportions of those who were moderately
and severely food insecure both increased 1o reach nearly |7 per cent.

According 1o the agency, people in one-parent families and unattached
non-seniors remained at a particularly high sk of food msecunty. People n
non-senior couples and couples with children had somewhat low'er rates, though
all were higher than the rates for people in senior families or unatiached =e-

niars.

The foed insecurity data were collected from January to June 2023, Food
insecurity is inadequate or insecure acceess to food due 1o fnancial constramis,
and refers 1o the | 2=month peniod pror to the interview, the agency sind.

Meanwhile, 9.9 per cent of the population, apprexmmately 3.8 million
Canadians, lived below the poverty ling in 2022, up from 7.4 per cent in 2021,

Statistics Cangda sand.

—~1ANS
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Discussed China's 'Dangerous Actions' US To 'Move Immediately' Patriot Missiles
In South China Sea: Antony Blinken

Beljing: LS Secretary of
state Antony Blinken has
sard that he discussed
China's "dangerous ac-
thons" in the South China
Sca, ingluding agaimsi
routing Philippine main-
tenance sperations, and
MAriinme Operafions near
the Seeond Thomas
Shoal, adding that US
defence commitmenis to
the Philippines remain
"ironelad. "

Speaking to repor-
s in IJ;I."i_iini:. he said, "In
today’s meetings, | dis-
cussed the PRC's danger-
ous actions in the South
China 5ea, including
againgd routing Philippine
mmntenancs operalions,
maniime Operatons near
the Seeond Thomas
Shoal,®

"Frecdom of naviga-
tion and commerce in
these watlerways is nol
only critical 1o the Phil-
ippanes, bot o e LIS and
to every other nation in
the Indo-Pacific and in-
deed around the world,
That is why s0 many na-
thons have expressed con-
ceri aboit the PRC mari-
time: mancuvers. | omade
clear that while the US
will continme o work to
de-escalate tensions, our
defence commitments to
the Philippines remain
ironsclad,” he added.

During his meetng
with Chinese |eaders,
Blinken raised concerns
about the cases of Ameri-
can citizens, who are
wromglully detained and
those who are subject to
cxit bans. He raised con-
Eerns aboul efosiony of
Hong Kong's autonomy,
democratic instilutions
pid transnations) représ-
sion, ongoing huoman
rights abuses in Xinjiang
wind Tibet and individua
human righis cases,

Antony Blinken said,
"I raised the caseés of
American citizens who are
wrongfully detained and
those wha are subject to
cxil bans. Prosident Bicen
ard 1T will not rest until
they are back with their
familiez, where they be-
long. 1 also rased con-
cerns about erosions of
Hong kKong's awtonamy,
und democratie instituions
a5 well as transnateenn] re-
pression, ongoing human
rights abuses in Xinjung
amnd Tibket, and a number
of individheal human rights
cases. We spoke about
press frecdom and access.”

"l appreciate that the
PRC granted short-term
visas 1o a manber of the

forcign journalisis who
are here o that they could
cover this visit. In my
meectings. | encourage my
PRC counterpari= 1o ful-
fill the commitment tha
they made in 2021 to pro-

vide equal access 1o our
fwo counirics” media
oFpanizations. The Unifed
States will continue to in-
sigl on reciprocity, on this
issue just as we do for our
businesses, cross-caltural
exchanges, and many
other arens,” he added,
He stated, "We also
discuased a range of re-
gional and global crises
where China can play a
constructive role. | en-
couraged Chind to use its
influence to discourage
Tram and its proxies from
expanding the conflict in
the Middle East and to
ess Pyongyang to end
is dangerous behaviour
sl L‘]I?H.Hi.!' in liabogue.”
Blinken remermed
serious concerns of the
LS about China provid-
ing components that are
powering Russia's war
agninst Ukrine, He noted
that China 15 the top sup-
plier of machine tools,
micro-electionics, and mi-
trocellulose which is criti-
cal to making ammuni-
vigns amd rocketl propel-
lants that Moscow is us-
ing to ramp up itz defence
industrial bose
Blinken said, "Even
as we seck 1o decpen co-
operation where our inter-
csts align, the United
States is very clear-eved
about the challenges
posed by the PRC and
ahout our compering vis
sions  for the foture.
America will always de-
fend our core imerests and
valucs. In my discusseons
today, | reiterated our se-
rious concern aboul the
PRC providing compo-
fents that are powering
Russin's brutal war of og-
gression against Ukraine,”
"Chana iz the fop sup-
plier of machine tools, mi-
croglectronics, nitrooellu-

lose - which s entical 1o
making munitions and
rocket propellants, and
other dual-use items ihad
Moscow i8 using 10 ramp
up itz defence industrial
hase; a defence incdusirial

base that iz chummg owm
rockets, dromes, tanks. and
other weapons that Presi-
dent Putin 15 usimg to in-
vade a sovereign country,
1o demaolizh its power grid
and other civilian infra-
siruciure, to kill innvoceni
children, women, and
men.  Russia would
struggle 1o sustain s as-
sault on Ukrmne withou
China's support,” he
adched.,

Blinken noted that
fuelling Russia's defence
industrial base threatens
Ukramian as well as Eu-
FOPEAN SCCUTiLY.

He stared, “In my
meetings with NATO Al-
lies eqrlier this month and
with our G7 panners just
last week, | heard that
same message: fueling
Rusziw's defence industrin
base not only threaiens
Ukrainian security:, i
threatens European secu-
riy."

"Betjing  cannot
achieve better relations
with Europe while sup-
perting the greatest threm
o European sccuriy
since the end of the Cold
War, Az we've told China
for some fime, ensuring
Iransatlantic securily is a
core ULS. inderest. In our
discussions today, | made
chear that i(FChima does nod
address this problem, we
will," he added.

Earkier im the day,
Blinken held a meeting
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping. The meeting fol-
lowed Blinken's owver-
five-hour-long meeting
with China's Foreign
Mimister Wang Yi im
Beijing.

T top LS dhiploommind
al=o met with China's Min-
ister of Security Wang
Xiaohong, who serves as
the couniry’s police chicl.

Federal Government Proposed To
Impose Tax On Solar Panel Users

Islamabad: The federal
governament is considering
o proposal put forth by the
Central Power Purchasimg

Arency 1o levy tax on in-
dividuals using solar pan-
ez for residentinl or come-
mercial purposes, ARY
Mews reported,
According to the
spurces. the CPPA has
proposed a tax of Paki-
stami currency (PER)
2 00K} peer Kibowatt on resi-
dential and commercial
consumers installing 12
kilpwatis or mone,
According 1o ARY
Mews, the CPPA's pro-
posal initially zent 1o the
Minisiry  of  Energy
{Power Division) for ap-
proval, has now been for-
warded 10 Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif for final
authorization,

Following the prime
minisier's endorsement,

consumers opting for 12-
kilowan solar pancls will
ingur o tax of PER
24 00w,

Simubancously, the
federal povenment 15 ps-
sessing the pricing of so-
lar panels, and consider-
ing suggeestions to lower
their costs, a5 per ARY
MNews, Earlier, on Friday,
Sindh Minister for Jails
Ali Hasan Zardari an-
nouneed plans o ironsi-
tion prisons across the
provinee 1o solar encrgy.

As per the dul:fhs.
20M) b HOODEY solar kits
wiould be installed in the
Juilz aiross the provinee (o

shift fans installed in the
prisaner barracks to solar
technalogy

Lardar) sasd the
work o shift Karachi
Central Jail, Women's Juil
ancd Landhi Jail on solar
power has already been
mibiated, while in the see-
ond phase  jails  of
Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas,
Badin, Sanghar, Khairpaur,
Gihotki, Jacahahad,
Sukkur will be shifted 1o
the solar technology,

Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment emplovees of
major institulions staged

abests al Karachi Port on
“riday.

The strike caused a
backlog in import and
export traffic since con-
tainers were left ar the
et with no elenromies in
place, according 1o ARY
Mews,

As per details, the
strike was conducicd by
Pakistan Standard and
Duality Contrel officers
and employecs at the
Karschi Pon,

The Federdation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and lidusiry
(FPCCIY former wvice
president claimed that the
employees started the
wilkout because bonuses
and incentivies were being
withheld. —ANI

During the mecting,
Blinken and Wang
Xuohong reviewed the
implementation of dom-
mitments made by the tw
leaders at the Woodside
Summit in Movember
2023, including progress
on bilateral cooperation
1o combat Flnhal illicii
drug manufacturing and
trafficking,

Blinken stressed the
need for continued, sus-
tained, amd increased
Progress on
counlernurcotics coopera-
tioni. He also raised con-
cemns regarding China's
human rights abuses both
within and bevond the
borders,

In & statement, L%
Suate Departiment spokies-
person Matthew Miller
said, "Secretary of Siate
Antany J, Blinken met
today with PRC State
Councilor and Minister of
Public Security Wang
Asaohong. They reviewed
implementation of com-
mitments made by the two
leaders at the Woodside
Summilt i November
2023, including progress
on bilateral cooperation
1o combal Iy.lr.rha| illicit
drug manulacturing and
irafficking,”

“The  Secretury
siressed the need for con-
tinwecl, sustained, and in-
creased  progress  on
coundemancdics Coopera-
fiow. The Secrelary raised
o mange of concerns re-
parding PRC  human
rights izsues, bath within
and beyond the PRCs bor-
ders, The two sides reaf-
firmed the importance of
maintaining open channels
of commumicalion (o ne-

nsibly munage compe-
tition and 1o discuss key
issues in the relationship,”
lie added. —ANI

To Ukraine In USD 6 Bn Aid Package

Washington D{C: United
States has announced an
additional aid of LIS 6
Billion o Ukraine, which
will enable for procure-
mend of weapons, melad-
ing critical inlerceplors
Pateiol and NASAMS
i National Advanced Sur-
face-to-Air Missile Sys-
tem) mir defence syslems,
the US Defence Secrctary
Lioyd Austin said on Sat-
urday.

The additional com-
mitment of LSE 6 hillion
through the Ukraine Se-
curity Assistance Imitia-
tive (LSAL will allow
for the procurement of
new :.*;,:I:ahilitil:s. for
Ukraine from US indus-
try, Austin sabd.

"This is the largest
sECUrily assistince pack-
age that we've commiticd
tee date,” Auvstin told a
news conference i the
Pemtagon, adding that the
LS would "move imme-
diately” 1o get the supplics
i Ukraine.

The USAL aid pack-
age alse ncludes counter-
drone systems amnd support
equipment; sigmificant
amounnts of artillery am-
munilion  and  gir-to-
ground munitions; and
mintenance and sustain-
ment support. The USD 6
billion 1= part of a LS 60
hillion aid pac signed
it law by US President
Joe Biden on Wednesday,
which also ineludes USDH
billion in more mmediie
aid. Austin =asd.

The Department of
Defence (Dol an-
nounced that the “historic
few =ecurity assistance
package” will nddress
Ukraine's ongoing battle-
feld needs and demon-
sirate unwavering US
suppon for Ukniine.

Austin and Adr Forge

Cieneral Charles © Brown
Jr. Chairman, Joint Chiefs
of Staifl, addressed the
press conference follow-
ing a virusl meeting of
the 21s1 Ukraine Defence

Contact ﬁ'ml.!p which saw

the  participation  of
Ukranein MMinister of De-
fence Umerov and CGen-
eral Syrskyvi.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
pddressed the start of 1
virtual  meeting  and
sought more air defence
systems to be sent to Kyiv
to help protest against
Russian strikes,

Austin said that he
had convened the Ukraine
Defence Contact Group
for the first time at
Ramstein Air Base exactly
two years dgo. The proup
COmprising some 50 mem-
bers of allies and partners
from sround the world,
miarshals military assis-
e for Ukraine.

Contact group mem-
bers have committed
miore than USD 95 hillion
in SCCUrity assisiance to
Ukraineg, the US Defence
Sccrelary said.

"Oiwver the past two
vears, the members of this
Contgct Croup have com-
mitted more than 70 mid-
o long ramge air-cefense

'China Is Willing To Cooperate, But...":
President Xi Tells Secretary Blinken

Beijing: Chinn i willing
to cooperate with the
Unated States, but the co-
operation should be a
“two-way sireet”, Chinese
Presicdent Xi Jonping fold
LIS Secretury of State
Antony Blinken during
the meeting in Beyjing on
Fraday.

sons: China and the
Umited States should be
pirtners rather than rivals;
help each other succeed
rather than huri each
other; seek common
eround and reserve differ-
ences rather than engage
in vicious competition;
and honour words with

Stating thit the mul-
tiplicity and complexity
of the challenges globally
resquire the LS and China
i work together, Presi-
dent Xi affirmed that
Beijing and Washington
should be partners miher
than nvals,

“China is willing 1o
cooperate, bul coopera-
vion should be a two-way
street. China is not afraid
of competition, bul com-
petition should be abou
progressing together in-
stead of playing a zero-
s game, China is com-
mitted to non-alliance,
and the U5 should not
ereate small blocs. While
cach side can have s
friemds and pariners, il
should not target, opposeé
ar harm the other." the
Chinese Forcign Ministry
=aid i a statement.

China welcomes a
confident, open, prosper-
ous and thriving LS, and
hopes the US will also
ook at China's develop-
ment inoa positive light,
it added.

"Over the past 45
years, the relationship has
gone through wind and
rain, and the two sides can
draw a few important les-

=

actians rather than say one
thing bt do another.” the
statement further read.

President Xi further
affirmed hope that both
countries will continue
working actively o truly
stabilize, improve and
move forward the bilag-
eral relations.

"As a Chingse saying
goes, "No Progress means
regress.” It al=o applics to
China-USs relations. i is
hoped thit the two teams
will continue working ac-
tively to follow through
on the Sian Franciseo vi-
swon, =0 as to trely staki-
lize, improve and move
forward the bilateral re-
fations,” X1 was quoted as
saying.

Blinken noted that
simce President Biden and
President Xi met in San
Francisco, the US and
China have made good
progress in their cooper-
thon im-such areas as bi-
lateral interactions,
counter-narcotics, arifi-
cial inmtelligence and
people-to-people  ex-
changes. The multiplicity
and complexity of the
challenges the waorld fices
requite the "US and
China working wogether,”

the statement added.

The wisit aims to
shore up the fractious re-
lationship between the
W countries despite dis-
putes over the economy,
national security, and geo-
political frictions, accord-
g (o the New York
Times.

The US State De-
partment in its statement,
saidd thad the US and China
had “in=depth, subsian-
tive, and constructive dis-
cussions" on key priori-
ties in the bilateral rels-
tronship and on a range of
regional and ghobal resuses.

Secretary Blinken
emphasized that the US
will continue 10 use diplho-
misey 1o make progress in
aredas ol difference amd
preas of cooperation that
matter to the American
people and the world as
part of responsibly man-
gging competition with
the PRC (China),

He also pressed for
continucd progress in
implementing the leaders'
Woodside Summit com-
mitmenis on key issues,
including  advancing
COUNIEMarcolics cooper-
thon Eo diﬁ;unl ithe global
Now of synthetie drugs -
including fentanyl and
their precursor chemicals
= inte the United States,
cnhancing military-to-
military communication
o avond miscaleulation
and conflict, and lannch-
ing talks on managing the
I'Ifi and zafety challenges
posed by advanced forms
of artificial intelligence,
the Siate Départment
added,

Earlier on Apnil 24,
Blinken, who 1% on his
second visit 1o China this
year said that he was in
China "t make progress
on issues that matter most
o the Amencan people,
including curbing fenia-
nyl trafficking.”

Blinken's visit fol-
lows a visit 10 China by
LIS Treasury Secretary
Junet Yellen earlier this
mmoaith, ANI

systems, dlong with thou-
sands of mizsiles, We've
provided more than 3,000
armoured vehicles, in-
cluding more than B0
main battle tanks. We've

given Ukraine tens of
thowsunds of anti-iank
missiles. This vear, more
than a squadron of do-
nated F-16s will start to
arrive in Ukraine, along
with pilots and
mainiainers traincd by
members of this Contact
Ciroup.” Austin said as
per a Pentagon readout of
the remarks made by Aus-
tin at the opening of the
215t Ukrame Defence
Contact Grougp,

The US Defence
Secretary noted Czech
Republic's "extraordinary
inmitiative” o procure
thousands of artillery
shells from third couniries
for Ukrame, "And the UK
has announced its largess
single prckage of equip-
ment ever, worth approc-
mately USD 620 million.
Or consider Germany's
bold announcement that it
will donaie another Pi-
irot system o Ukrnine,”
e said. “Ukraine is in dire
feed of mofe aif-defence
systems. And it urgenthy
needs more interceplors.
That's going 10 be a huge

riority for us all today.
E‘kmim.- also needs more
artillery and armour to
defend s eitieens and re-
claim its sioden 1emritory,”
Austin sand.

Responding 1o a
reporter's guery Austin
zaid, "l would point out
that 1% not just Pairiot,
ihat you know, they need.
They need other tyvpes of
systems and imerceplors,
gz well. And s0 1 would
caution us all in lemms of
making Patrion the silver
bullet. | would say that it’s
poing o be the integrated
anr andd minssabe defence, as
we've sand 50 many times
before, that really turns
the tide. And so there are
other capabilities that they
meed that -- that we really
pushed hord o get, and we
may be able o the Ukras-
nians a bit Gaster,”

Urgmg allics to de-
ter Russia from further ag-
gression, the US Defence
Scorctary  said, "I
Ukraing fell under Putin®s
boot, Europe waould fall
under Putin®s shadow.™

LISAI iz an author-
ity under which ihe
Linated Statcs procures ca-
pabdlitics from US indus-
Iy or partners,

50 the announce-
ments this week under-
wwore America’s enduring
commitment to Ukraine's
defence. I'm also prowd of
all the capabilities that our
allies and panners have
provided to Ukrine, Our
Qonfact group partners
v contributed maost of
the counfer-UAS systems
provided e Ukraine and
st of the |55-millime-
fer artillery sysicms, miost
of the tanks, most of the
armonined personngl carm-
ers, most of the infantry
fighting wehicles and
e, Awstin said. —ANI

Brazil: At Least 10 Killed
In Fire At Homeless Shelter
In Porto Alegre

o

Brasitia (Brazil): At least 10 poaple were killed m

e

o fire that broke out ai a defunct hotel being used as
a makeshift homeless shelier in Porto Alegre city of
Brazil, Al Jazcera reported, citing officials.
Emergency werkers on Friday confliemed 10
victims at the Garoa Floresta, which 'was function-
ing withoul proper authorisation, Al Jazeera reported,
citing the fire department for Rio Grande do Sul

slale.

According to officials, the fire erupted al
around 2 am (local time). It ook frefighters around
three hours to contain the fire.

Iy the statement, the fire department said, "Fi-
rensic experts arg at the scene to wdentify the vic-
tims and investigate the cause of the fire”

In & s1atement posted on X, Porto Alegre Mayor
Schasting Melo stated that multiple injured people
were rescucd and rushed to the hospital. However,
he did nol reveal the number of people who were
taken to the hospital. Local media reports claimed
that 11 peaple were injured due 1o the fire incident,

some in serious condition,

Imazes shared by Brazilian media outlets
showed the building engulfed in Mames as Nirefighters

trred 1o control the fire.

Spcaking to local newspaper Zero Hora,
Marcelo Wagner Schelech =md, "1 only had time 1o

put om my

ip-Nops and run. My sister, who lived

on ihe third floor, ended up being burned to death.”

Al Jazecra reported.

Rio Grande do Sul Governor Eduards Leite has
commitied o carry oul an investigation into the in-
cident. I o post on X, Eduardo Leite stated, "The
fire department dispaiched five trucks and dozens
of firgfighters to fght the Mames.” "We will con-
tinwe working on the aftermath of this tragedy and
the mwestigation of the causes. My condolences to
the victims' families,” he added.

Brazilian lowmaker Matheus Gomes pecused the
eity governmeni of funding the homeless shelter de-
spiie the shelier facing reporis of noncompliance

with rules "for years”,

Taking o X, Gomes stated, "There needs 1o be
an investigation nod only into the fire, bul the entire
chromicle of this tragedy foretold.” The building is
En:r[ of the Garoa group, which has at least 10 small

{

stels in Porto Alegre.

AN
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Hayden Labels Bairstow’s Unbeaten 108 As
‘One Of The Great Innings’ Of T20 History

kdkatn: Former Austra-
lia cricketer Matthew
Hayden heaped praise on
Funkab Kings' extraondi-
mary hatting and called it
@ ‘perfect chase” afier the
Kings set the record of
Tigchest successiul chase
agnimst Kolkata Knight
Ricers at Eden Garndens.

Afker openers Phil
Salt and Sunil Marine
slammed rollicking half-
cenfuries while sharing
an opening partnership
of 138 rung in 1002 overs
o propel KKR foa mam-
moth 26 1/6, Prabhsimean
Singh lzid the foundation
with u quick ffty, before
Bairstow and Shashank
dished out sensational
kiboscks & PEES now own
the record for highest sug-
cessful chase i T20 his-
tory. “Yeah, it had 1o be
ihe perfect run chise and
it was,” sail Hyaden on
Star Spons Cricked Live,
“1 mean inside that power
phiy they were extraord:-
nary. They absolutely
roasted anvone thal came
acress them apart from

M, It was a beacon of

hope for just cutting short
this enormous mm chase.”

“But reality is these
batters are getting so
goid at hitting balls, I iz
a batting thon this IPL,
And we are secing some

extroordinary seenes, To-
night who would have

lingup after a stint on the
sidelines, ook cenier

’-I-'.--!

ewer thought that we were
going o wilncss som-
thing s grand az what we
gaw here, From Jonny
Bairstow who hasn't been
ol this tourmament of any
kind of note this 1PL,
and he hos armved with a
terrific hundred.”
Ridirg on the back of
lonny Bairstow's un-
beaten 108 and Shashank
Singh’s unbeaten 6K,
Kings' ¢hased down the
the bipgest total of T20
history on Friday. The
stuge was set al the lconde
Eden Gardens, where
Panjab Kings embarked
on an amedacious chase of
262 rune. Jonny Bairstow,
returning to the Kings'

Boxing: Aryan, Jitesh Give India
A Winning Start In ASBC Asian
U-22 & Youth Championships

Astana: Youth boxers Arvan (31kghand Jinesh (54kg)
started Inchia’s challége on a winning note on the open-

ing day af the ASBC
Astan U232 & Youth
Bosing Championships
2024 here on Saturdmy.
Both Arvan el Jitesh
ut i ehominating per-
ormances throughowt
their bowis 1o ¢linch

identical 5-0 viciories agmnst Jo Hyeon Woo of ""i-uul'll
Korgn and Chen Yo Chen of Chinese Taiper, respec-
tively, Ovher Indian pugilists Jatin (57 kg), Sagar
Jakhar (60 kg b and Yashwandhan Singh (63.5 k) will be
in actson i the voutl category . bater on Saturday. Haowe-
cver, Jadumani Singh M. (31 kg). Akash Gorkha (640
kgk Ajay Kumar (63.5 kgj and Ankush (71 I.';J will
begin India’™ campaign in the L-22 calegory on Sunday.
The Asian Games bromae medallist Preets (34 k), who
has abready qualified for the Pans Odympics, will kickstan
her challenge on Tuesday agninst Uzbekiston's Ukamova
Migina 0 the women’s L-21 catepory.

The Boxing Federation of India has ficlded a 5i-
mecmvber fndian squad for the ongoimg prestigious toar-
narment, which has boen witiessing high-voltage action

with the presence of 39%0-p
24 countries, fighting for the medals acress 2
ries. The fimals for the yvouth ond L33 v:i-m.'gunﬁ
ployed on May & and 7 respectively

il
will

luz boxers from Hmn: than

5 weight
IANS

stage with a breathtaking
display batting as he hled-
geoned an unbeaten 08
ofl just 48 deliveries.

Shushank  Singh
1Iu'uxr imii the light 1
Mo, 4, emibraced the chal-

Itny: with gusto, smash-
ing an unbeaten 68 off 28
balls 1o cement his staius
ax one of the scason's
stancdowl performmers.
Friday's fixture also
produced the mast sixes
{42y i u T20 match. It
surpassed the 3% hits by
Sunmisers Hyderabad and
Mumbai Indians in
Hyderabad last month and
by Roval Challengers

Bengalurg and SEH in
Bengalum lnsg woeck.
“Cine of the great
things that Jonny
Bairstow said there ks that
il was a0 EnpaTLRT way
ihat we had tostarg,” |
mean we were working
out before that his first
game m T20 crcket was
back i 20010. And he
also had mentioned as
well that the calimmness st
the crease. To be calm
when you know vou've
got to break a record. In
the history of IPL cricket,
o win and sull 1o have
that presence. They'ne al-
mst like forces hatters
inte an absolute no-loss
sibation: Thisy just go out
with elarity. With defini-
tion., And they just have
to do " “That calmness
15 such @ umigque element
under pressure. And we've
seen that delivered a few
times, haven' we, this TPL.
S0 we'ne secing sonscthing
very special here, Al we
have all these grent con-
versations in Iiu. green
room here as we're wail-
iniz. Anal our four bowlers,
thev've gol the brunt of
why it §5 under pressure
they're not -EIE-I:I.IIIHL. tlm
IPL like we've seen” he

added.—1ANS

Alejandra Rodriguez Makes History As The
First 60-Year-Old Miss Universe Buenos Aires

Washington: Alejandra
R:Ht‘ngul."? #i AlwEar=-odd
lawyer and journalist hail-
ing from Lo Plota, Angen-
fing, has etched her name
in history by clinching the
coveted title of Miss Lini-
verse Buemns Adres,
This remarkahle
feat marks a paradigm
shift in the realm of
beauly pageanis, as
Badnguez becomes the
first contestant of her age
bracket to secure the. es-
teemed crown, reporied
Feople magazine.
Drefving  eonven-
tionsl beauty norms,
Rodriguez emerged iri-
wmphant among 34 come-
petilors spanning & wide
age mange from 1§ o 71
Her victory not only
aymibalizes personal ac-
complishment but also
embodics a broader migs-
sage ol inclusivity and
diversity within  the
benuty pageant circuit.
"l am thrilled fo be
representing this new
paradigm in boauty pog-
eanls DBecouse we are in-
auguraling 4 new stage in
which women are not
only physical beauty bui
another ser of values,"
Rostriguez said. pecording
o a statemicnt obtamed by

People magazine.
Il 'l-'-!f: underscores

a shift towards recogniz-
ing and celebrating a
broader spectrum of - at-
tributes beyvond physical
IpPeArAnCe.

With her saghts 42t on
the fortheomung Miss Lini-
verse Argenfina pageant
scheduled for May 25,
Rodrigusz remains unde-

terred o her pursait of
Further sceolides.

Should she emerge
victorous, she will ad-
vancoe to compete for the
illustrions Miss Universe
title slated For September,
marking o - significant
milestong in ler journey,

odripee’s asce 1o
prominence coincides
with a pividal decision by

the Miss Umiverse Orga-
nization in Seprember
2023 to eliminote age re-
strictions for conestants,

This progressive
move has opened doors
for women of all ages 1o
participate, ushering in a
new éra of inchuesiviey and
representation within the
pagennl commuanity.

Undeterred by age
constraints, Rodnguer re-
metins stesdfisst m her de-
termination to vie for the
crown of Miss Universe
Argendina 20024,

Refecting on her
jourmney, she remarked, "l
think the judges saw my
vonfidence and my pas-
sion to represent the
women of my penera-
tiomn."

In mandem with
Rodriguwez's
groundbreaking achieve-
mieil, otlier women are
also making waves in the
pageant arena, . transcend-
g age barmiers to vie for
covetbed titles.

Haidy Cruz, aged
47, i sel 1o represent the
Dominican Republic in
the '|.||‘_ﬂ.:-|:|l!|lir||_; 24 Pige-
cant, slated 1o take place
in Mexieo City lnter this
year, Feople magazing
reported,—ANI

Delhi Capital's Fraser McGurk Continues

Scorching Run, Creates IPL Batting Records |

New Delhl: Apstralia and
Delhi Capitals (C)
opener Juke Frazer
cGurk contmied
his brilliant run at S5
the ongoing Indin
Premier  Leoapue
{IPL}, becoming the
first baiter to amash
a half-century in 13
o fewer balls IWicE
in @ foumanmen.
MeGiurk ac-
complished this feat

T20 gaanis Sumil Marine

wiwd Andre Bussell o have

=

top spot here too as 4 of |

hiz B7 runs during his | i ke oL
m bl feiack qﬂuimu | revelation, Oscar-win
Punjab back in 2014, |
came through fours |
which |
makes it W55 runs |

and sixes,

vid fours amd sixes,
MeGurk

Funs in

i the “'HI‘I!*I‘“I.WI
runs by a player in

during the match
against Muombai Indizns
(M) an Arun Jaitley Sia-
dium. In the maich,
MicGiurk srmnshed &4 ap 27
balls, with 11 fours and
six sixes, His runs came
ol m strike rate of 310,11,

The Aussic batiting
sensation resched his
half-century in 15 balls,
equalling his own record
ol the fastest fifly for the
franchise mgninst
Sunrisers  Hyderabad
{SKH), which also come
this scason.

He is the only bat-
ter besides West Indies

Anne Hathaway Provides Update On
Development Of 'The Princess Diaries 3'

Washington: Annc
Hathaway recently shared
][y,hulgx o the progress of

Princess Driarics 3,
indicating that while de-
velapmenis are underway,
there iz still nothing con-
Crete 0y nassiinee,

In the imerview ob-
fmingd by Variety, Hoiha-

noamnce vet. Butl we'ne in
a good place.” This state-
MCI CaMmies @s a reassur-
ance 1o Tans cagerly
awaiting news aboul the
long-anticipated sequel to
the bheloved franchize.
While Hathaway's return
as  Mia  Thermopolis
seens imminent, she also

wiry cxpressed oprimism
about the project, stating,
"We're in a oood place,

Thai's all 1 ean say,
There's nothing to an-

afdressed the possibility
of another sequel 1o The
Drevil Wears Prada,” & cull
classic in her filmogra-
phy. However, she scemcd

sceptical about it feasibil-
ity in today's digital age,
emphazizing the zignifi-
cant changes in technol-
ogy zince the original
I:'u?m‘rg release.

Begarding  "The
Princess  Digries 3.
Hathaway's enthusism iz
palpable, bat the absence
of Julie Andrews, who
portrayed the gueen in the
series, poses a challenge,
Andrews previously ex-
pressed doubt= about re-
turping fo the franchize
due to the passage of fime
and the bogisticnl difficul-
ties of aligning scheduiles,
as per Variety. Despite
this, Hathoway remains
hopeful about involving
Andrews in some copac-
iy, sugpesting inndovative
solunons like oinlizing
Ereen screens 1o aceoim-
madote the legendary ac-
tress, [Msney's confirma-
fiom of the sequel's devel-
opment come m Movem-
ber 2022, with Aadrit
Mukeryi attached as the
SCTCEmWTIRET.

The onginal films,
directed by the Lnte Garry
Marshall and based on
Meg Cabot's novels, were
commercial successes,
parmering widespreasd ae-
claim and solidifying
Hathaway's status as a
leading female actor, As
fans eaperly await further
wpdnies, Hathaway's inter-
view offers a plimpse into
the ongoing cfforts to
bring "The Princess Dia-
ries 3" 1o fruition.—AMI|

smashed a half-century
in 15 halls or less pwice
in T20 ericket

MeGurk has  the
third-highest sinke rale by
o batter i an [PL immings
comsistimg of 200 or more
balls. Suresh Bama has the
highest strike rate in an
IPL innings of 20 balls or
more. His knock of 87 in
2% hallz ;lga:i:lr:l ['ul:'ljﬂlfl
Kings (PBKS) for
Chennai Super Kings
(CSED in IPL 2014 has
strike rate of 348,00,
which is still a record.
Kolkata Knighi Riders
(KKR) batter Yusuf
Pathan scored 72 i 22
balls against Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) in IPL
2014, with a strike mte of
32727, Eighty of B4 runs
seored by Melurk came
through fours and sixes,
which means 9523 per
cent of his runs came
throagh boundaries, mak-
ing it the fourth=highest
percentage  of  runs
through boundaries in un
IPL inmings {50 or more
mus). Raini occupies the

thic powerplay. Raima
ance again occupies the
top spoit, sconng all his 87
runs in 25 balls againsi
Funjab back in 20014,

In five matches this
BRSO,

MeGurk has |
scored 247 runs al an ovs |

Emma Stone Wants To Drop Her
Stage Name, Here's Why

Washington: In a recent

ning star Emma Sione
hus expressed her desire
te revert o her birth
name. Emily.

Best known for her
caplivating performances

| i fillms like La La Lamd’

S | smeashed T3 of his 84 |
the |
powerplay, making |

and "The Help.' Stone,
whose real mame is Emily
Jean Stone, shared

| longimg to embrace her

= maim

original identily once
again, E! Mews repornted.

The catalyst behind
thisz aspiration lics in

| Stone's past cncounter

with the Screen Aclors

| Guild (SAG) where she

ecage of 49.40 and a |

sirike rate of 237,50,

with threg half~cenrics. |

Hiz best score is B4,

D was put 1o bat
first afler Mumbai Indi-
ans (M) won the los,

Dl Capitals | Floy-
ing XI}: Jake Fraser-
Melrurk,

Rishabh Panmi{wic},
Tristan Siubhs, Abishek
Poarel, Axar
Kuldeep Yadav, Lizasd

Willims, Mukesh Kumaor, | ticularly among those she

Fhinlee] Ahmmed

Patel, |

was compelled 1o adom
the moniker "Emma
Stone’ due o another ac-

| tor already registered as

'Emily Stone' Reflecting
on this burcaucralic ne-

| cessity, Stone conviyed
| her fondness for the sim-
| phicity of being called

Mt | would be

Kushagra. Shai Hope, | Despite her widely recog-

Emily, stating, ~That
so0 miee. |
would like to be Emily.”

nized stage name, there

| ore already circles in Hol-

Iywood where Stone iz
referred fo o Enuly, par-

| hos formed persenal con-
| nections with. Recalling a

Mumba: Indians
{Playing X1} Rohit |
Sharma, Ishan |

Kishan{w), Tilak Yarma,

Mehal Wadhers, Hardik |

Fandyaic), Tim David,
Maohnmmad Nibi, Piyvush
Chawla, Luke Wood,
Jasprit Bumrah, Muwan
Thusharn.—AM]

'\ moment of revelation a

couple of years ago, the

| ‘Cruclla’ actor disclosed

her inclination o reclaim

| her authentic name, citing

| mslances where

All To Play

Mew Dedhi; The first-ever
CHympic Selection Trials
(O5T) 1&2 in Rifle/Pis-
tol concluded at the Dir
Karni Simgh Shooting
range here with
the final day
throwing up four
new winners in the
air events. Arjun
Simgh  Cheema
won the first final
(men’s 108 Air
Pisiol QST TI) of
the day. followed B
by Esha SinghE .
(wonen's TOM Akr F‘:-.mt
AT T2) Davyansh Singh
Panwar {men's 1OM Air
Rifte OST T2} and finally
Elavenil Yalarivan, who
woon e women's |06
Air Rifle O5T T2 final in
a cliff-hanaer,

Mone of the 37
shooters who hoave guali-
fied for the OSTs are yet
sure of their Pariz Olym-
pic tickets and the final
twor trials in Bhopal next
month, are sure o be ox-
citing. with all 1o play for,

ol
leaguez have honoured
her preference. Notably.

| Stone recently received

credil undn:_-r heer full kirnh
name, Emily Jean Stone,
for her contribution 1o a

reparted. Despite the
Elu:rl'u_! association with
er childhood idol, Stone

somg on Taylor Swill's
latest album, a suhile
acknowled-gement of her
true identity within her
professional endeavours

Debving into the ori-
gins of her stage name,
Stone humorously remi-
nisged about her child-
hood Fascination with
Emma Bunton, also
known as Baby Spice
From the Spice Girls, ad-
mitting o reguesting to
b called Emma ns early
as second grade, E! Mews

For In Bhopal As Olympic Selection
Trials 1&2 Conclude

Air Pistel OST T2
Finals

Arjun Singh Cheemsa
won the men's 10OM Alr
Pistol ©S5T T2 final with

of
Eta\ inder continucd his
good showing in the tri-
als, coming in second
with 2424, while Varun
Tomar was thind. Cheali-

SCOTE 2446,

fication topper Sarabjol
Singh was Tourth while
Maveen was the lowesi-
ranked fMinalizsi. In the
women's Air Pistol, E<ha
Singh extended an excel-
lent trial run overall, wine
nimg the OST T2 final in
comvincing fashion, She
wis n whole point ahead

of  second-finishing
Rhythm Sangwan, after
the first series of five-
single shots.

She kept pgetting
stronger as the
maich progressed o
fimish with a final
ially of 2449 3.1
8 aheod of Bliythm.
Pulak came m third
i pack up the fimal
podium points as
Surbhi Rao and
Manu Bhaker were
fournh and fifth re-
spectively.

Air Rifle OST T2
Finals

The men’s |00 Air
Rifle final was a gripping
coniest where [oriunes
imitially swung wildly,
and the lead changed
with almwost every shol at
ong stage. Bul Divvansh
it waz in the end whao
clinched it from Sri
Karthik Sabari Raj with
an effort of 251.9. T
sinmer Arjun Babuils was
third, while Sandeep

Singh and Rudrankksh
Patil took lourth and
fifth respectively.

The maost thrilling
maich of the day, how-
ever, was saved for the
end. where five of Indm’s
best women's air rifle
shooters went hammer and
tongs against cach other in
the 24-shot mateh-up.

Thimges swene so chose
thai after the first wo five-
shot series, there was a dif-
ference of 0.4 between the
fifth-ranked zhooter and
the leader. The irend con-
tirued and heading inio the
| fih shod, the first elimi-
nation stage of these fi-
nals, only 0.7 separated the
leader from the [ifik-
ranked shooder.

Hympian Elavenil
then used all her experi-
ence and some Faniastic
ghota 1o pull through.
Famita warded off
Tiledtama Sem imc i shool=
ofl i come in secomd, just
0.5 adrifi of Ela®s winning
score of 251.5.—IANS

cmphasized that her de-
cision b adopt the nome
Emma was nod solely in-
spired by her admiration
for Baby Sprce.
Mevertheless, the
convergence of childhood
whims and practical con-
siderations ultimavely Jed
o the emergence of
Emma Stone a5 4 house-
hold name in the enter-
tatnment industry,—AN]

Jyohti Vennam
Wins Individual
Title, Becomes
Second Indian
To Win Treble In
A WC Stage

".’I-hll'l&hli Jyothi Sure-
kha Yennam won the a_.tl-ltl
eechal i e woamen's in-
dividual compound cat-
cgory alter baating An-
drea Becerra | 46(9*)-
14607 of Mexico o win
her third geld at World
Archery on Swturday,

She became unfy the
second Indian archer af-
ter Deepika Kumar (53,
20210 to win three gold
medals at a single World
Cupy Stage, Previously she
had won gold medals in
compound mixed and
wimen s commpound
teml. She also became the
third compound female
archer after Sarn Lopez
(52, 20M06) & Sarah
Sonmichsen (52, 2017) 1o
win ln'l\llt i three I'I'j'.ll-u.l|11"':-
i a simgle season), Jyothi
also booked her tickel 10
the Archery Warld Cu

Final in Tliscala,—IANS
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