THE FOUR SCHOENINGS

Around the middle of the nineteenth century, 8even cnlldren
were born to a family by the name of Schoening; four of these
scven were to grow up to become the parents, grand-parents,
great-grandparents, and great-great-grandparents of many of the
present-day (1951) inhabitants of Clearfield County, Pennsylvania
This is the ancestry and histcrical background of the reur
Sehoening children who were born on & farm 1in Jordan Tovmship,
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, and spent thelr early childhood
there., At the time prior to the pirth of these chiléren, the
present Clearfieid County was then part of Center County., Most
of this data and information was taken from the scrapbook of the
youngest Schoening child, Ella (Mrs. Perry Norris). Wherever
pcssible, direct quotes are taken from the scrapbock.

Tt seems that about three generations before these Schoening
children werc born, a family by the nape of "Lowry" decicded to
1eave the European Continent and seek their fortune in the new
world, America. They were cither from England or Scotland,
lcaving their home there and starting [for America sometlme prior
to the Revolutionary Jar., This 1s spout all the information the
scrapbock material ravcals concerning the history of thesec
"Lowrys." From thc avallable rcecords, this famlly consisted of
the parents and two chlldren, a boy, ‘Charles, and a girl, Mary.
It appcars to be impossible to dctermine the namcs of the parents
of these two children, espucilally singe the parcnts both died,
aboard ship, enroutc to Amerlcea. Thesc children werc quiltc
small and on the ship’s arrival in Pnilaiclphia, werc no doubt
turnec over to some wclfarc soclicty. That they were scparated
and carcd for by two diffcrent familics, and lost all contact
with cach othecr, is brought out by the very intcresting incldont

of their mecting years latcor.

This orphan, Mary Lowry, along wlth some fricnds (no doubt
her foster parcnts) was viewing a paraac of Rzvolutionary
scldi.rs and suddenly becamo attracted to this one particular
soldicr. The dctalls of how thuy got acqualinted as a rcsult of
Mary sceing this boy in the paradce is not known, but the serap-
book states that thuy became very much intoerestod in each other,
almost to thc point of love. 'However, thc boy, buing a soldlcr,
had to go back to war, but they correspondcd all during tho rc-
mainier of the war; and at thc close of the war he roturncd to
this becautiful young girl towards whom he had such a strong
feoling. They sccemed to have so many things in common, onc of
which amazcd th.m both, that of bcing orphans whosc parcnts Gildd
enroute to this country. This lcd to many discussions and finally
by questioning thelir foster parcnts and many othcrs, discovercd
they werc rcally brother and sistcr, the samc Charles and Mary
Lowry who left thc Europ.an continent as merc childron. This is
thce last that 18 known of this Charles Lowry. Hc was nover
mentioned again in thc scrapbook notcs, It was his sister, Mary
Lowry, who influcnccd thesc Schocning childrents lives. She was
latcr to bocome thoir matcrnal great-grandmother,




How this Mary Lowry met and marricd a David Weaver is not
known., It is also not known how many childrin were born to this
union, but it is known that they had a daughter born J%nuary 24,
1790, who was named for her mothcr, This was anothcr Mary" but
of coursc her last namc was Wcaver, She, being the grandmothcr
of those four Schocning children, was the onc who beeame blind
and was such a care beforec her death. Here again the scrapbook
notes do not statc how, when, or whore she met ner husband,
Thomas Moorc. It is known that he was born in 17583 and camc to
Clearficld from Bcllufont:. Hoe was a carpenter by tradc and
cam: from Bocll.fonte to get work as a carpentur in bullding tho
town of Cliearfi.ld. Whecther he met and marricd this Mary Weaver
before or after he camc to Clearfield is not known. Thiy werc
marricd January 10, 1809, Thcey made their home in Clearflcld and
raiscd tholr children therc, He 1ived to be 55, dying in 183383
his wifc lived much longer, dying at th. age of 81, on April 24,

1871.

To thce above union at lcast four children were born, Thelr
first son was born May 13, 1810, H: was christonid William
Lowry Moore, His ability seemed to lcan .toward the literary.

He was the cditor and founder of the first newspaper in Clearfield
County, called The Clcarfield Republican. He spent his entlre
1ifc in Clcarficld, and married a girl by thc name of Hannah
Leonard in October, 1833, '"This Hannah Lcoonard was a sister of
Judgc Loonard," William Lowry Moorc planncd and built the home
which 1s locat.d on Sucond Strect in Cliarficld and 1s unow owncd
and occupicd by th:z Waterworths. Rccords say that the Sehocning
childrcn visitced this uncle and aunt many times., Tho scrapbook
author says she rcmcmbers quite vividly of thoir mother driving
them from Jordan Tovmship, by horsc and buggy onc day, and
rcturning the next.

Th. scecond child born to this union was & girl about whom
1ittlc sw.ms to bc known, She was born January 22, 1812, and
nam.d Sarah Englcs Moor.. Hor middlc namc "Engles” sounds likc
a family nam. but no cxplanation is mcntion.d conccrning 1it.

She marricd 2 Jehn Lynch and diud 2t the birth of her thnird child.
Shy lceft mothorlcess two small daughters and onc son, Nothing
morc is mentioncd concerning this family.

The third child, a boy, was born July 11, 1315, and was
namcd Danicl Weaver Moorc. He marricd Ellcn Magc. Rhoy and ro-
maincd in Clcearfi.ld the rest of his lifc, He vas a printer by
tradc and was assoclated with his older brothur, the above min-
tioncd William, in cstablishing and printing Cl.arflcld County!s
first nowspapor, The Clearfiold Ropublican, No mention is madce of
childrcn born of this union but tho gravis of Dani.l and his wifc
arc markcd and locatcd in the 01d Cumctery in Clcarficld,

The last of thesc four childron of Thomas Moore and Mary
Weaver was a girl born July 7, 1821, and called Mary Janc Moorc.
This is thc child who latur marricd and becamc the mothir of tho
four Schocning childroen. R.cords statcd that shc was a nicec of
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Judge Moore of Clearfield County. Her father, Thomas Moore, must
have had a brother, hence this Judge Moore -- no explanation or
ancestral linkage 1s given in any of the notes, but this one
statement saying, "Marx Jane Moore was a niece of Judge Moore of

Clearfield County, Pa.

Up to this point just the maternal side of these four
Schoening children has been traced, In order to bring the pater-
nal side of this family~tree up to the time this Mary Jane Moore

married a Frederick Schoening, many years must be retraced,

A family by the name of Schecening consisting of four married
brothers lived within the same locality of Germany:. Religion
seemed to have caused friction among these brothers, and one of
them, Nicholas, and hie wife, Lenore, decided to leave the other
threec brothers and cross the ocean to America. None of the de-
tails are known concerning the family conflict wilth the exception
that i1t was over religion. It is believed that the famlly werc
Cathollics while they were in Germany, but on comlng to this coun-
try attended the Protestant church, That this wes the basis of
the family conflict can only be surmised,

This Nicholas Schoening wes born in 1786 and his wifc Lenore
in 1787. They d1d not come to America as & young marrled couple
but stayed in Germany until after all thelr chlldren were bcrn,

In fact, their two oldest children, both boys, Julius ani Charles,
were married and had famllies of their own before thelr parents
decided to leave for America., As a result they stayed behind and
1ittle 1s known of them after that -- a few notes refer to letters
reccived from these two older children throughout the scrap book,
but as far as is known, none of the rest of the family of this

Nicholas and Lenore Schocning ever left Germany.

The parents and three chilcren made the trip from Germany
to America. It took six weeks tc make the crossing and the
scerapbook mentions the mother being so terribly sick on the
entire voyage, probably seaslicknesas,

Scrapbook 'notes state that the author is amazed that this
German family worked 1ts way so far inland to settle in Jordan
Township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, Their three children
were quite small, Frederick being the oldest, then Ferdinand, and
the youngest, a baby girl named Amella.

Frederick, born in 1816, died June 9, 1854. This Frederick
was the first husband of Mary Jane Moore., PFerdinand was born 1n
1829 and died in 1864, Ferdinand was the second husband of
Mary Jane Moore, marrying his brother's widow eighteen months

af'ter his brother's death,
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The scrapbook states very little about the sister Amelia.
In fact two lines are given to mentioning Rer. It says she
married a Mr, Naran, Also that their daughter, Lenore, married
& man by the name of Mliller and that they had a child vho is now
(19u8) Mrs, G. W, Shaffer of Altoona,

This incident concerning the above Amelia would probably be
best forgotten, but, after all, a family history should inzlude
the whole and true story. The writer of the scrapkook on belng
questloned by a very inquisitive grandson abcut this Amella
had this to say: (and it should be said the information was very
difficult to withdraw from one who was so prone to see the "good”
in a person and belileved in the adage of -- “If you can't say
anything good about a person, say nothing).” It seems this
Amelia had a "wild" streak in her makeup and deserted her nusband
and small ¢hlld for reasons which will never be known. After not
hearing from her for many years, her parents, old Nicholas and
Lenore, prevailed on thelr son, Frederick, to go ani see if he
could locate her, It .s not certain whetler he located her in
Chicage or Pittsburgh but when he returned, he repcrted to his
parents that she was alive and well, but intimated to his wife
that it was best to forget her and would never dilscuss her after
that. (Now, 1f you or any of your children, carrying the Schniig
blood in your velins, seem fo possess a wlld streak and want to
‘lick up’ your heels a little, 1t can all be blamed on your
Schoening blood frcm this old Schoening ancestor, Amelia.)

Nicholas Scheoening purchased land in Jurdan Township and
he and his family cleared the land and built & log house. Ths
notes say the log house was very comfortablie. It was made of
lcgs which were hew=s< flat on botn sides and had a plzece of wood
cr strip of board 1n between the logs, No doubt this bcard
aided in helding the ‘‘chinking' materlal, usually clay or ‘mud”
of some kind., It was kept whiiewashed as were most souses in
thcse days, At that time paint or wall paper seemed to be little
heard of in thne sparsely scttled inland sections of Punnsylvania,
Downstairs vas a large kitchen, a small living rcom and two
small bedrocms, A stairway from the kitchen led to three bcd-
rocma on the second floor and over thesc an attic.

By the time Frederick was past fourtecn the farm weas well
clzared of timber, and the stumps were removed tc allow for easy
cultivation of the fields, There did not seem to be encugh work
for the two growing boys and thcir father on thls small farm.

It must be remembered that & surplus of agricultural products 1n -
those days could not te sold as a cash crop, The only cash crop
wes timber, which was made into rafts and floated down tae river
each spring to be scld for cash in elther Willlamsport or
Harrisburg., A fegrm family was self-supporting but no more, They
farmed and ralsed enough for thelr own use and to winter thne

liveatock,
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since there was not enough WOTK for tow ceys OO +he Tarm
they decided tO learn a trade as vas customary in rhosi CAYS.

MPhis was in addition go farming in the supmer and 1logging in the
o) -ntice in a

While Frederick was 1egrning the tailoringtrade he becalme€

acqpainted with & young girl, Mary Jane Moorc, <tho vas learTning
thec dressmaking trade. It is pelicved that thcy were not ap-
prenticing in the same shon. At that time tailoring and aress-
making WEre two entirely s zparatc profussions 1earncd under ¢if-
ferent jpstructors. Howcver, as @ pesult of thelr apprentlces
ahips they mct cach othur, fell 1n 1o07¢C, and marricc. 1ittle 18
Known about wheid they went o housbksepi
plagc., 16 is pulicved that thcy cam: nomc to the camily farm
and 1ived in & gpall ao0use on btac Schowning farm.
To this f£irat marriage of Mary Janu MooTrs, wven ghough quite
short, five children wWele woyn in the course of thirtecn yLBrS.
Her husband, Prcdcrick Sghocning, alcd in 185U, 1caving her with

fqvc small childron. ThoBo childired et

Jcaver Schocning -= vorn 16481, as.6 18602
Robort Alfred Sahocning -- DorR 1g8u3, aicd 1860.
11iiam Moorv Sepocning ~- vorn 18U5, gi.d 1934.
David W, Schocning N born 1847, dic

Mary Elizabcth Sehocning -- por® 1850, dled 1951.

The notcs contain int.re8ting jneidnts conccrning cach of
the above chiidrun of Mary Jan- and Frodcrick.

) yeaver Schooning, thy first borm, gcomc@ to have somc: of the
”wandurlust“ 4n his makcup. waun gquite 8 young men n. 1cft
Pcnnsylvania and went to Wisconsaln. .a
Wisconsin a3 g lumbcrman and was conaider.d & pcgidunt ©
State vhen B .nlist.d as @ goldicr 1D the Civil war. whils in
the g.rvice, hc b ]

it (provably typhold g ver), and was yery slow in pLeoVLTing.
His lcbbeTs nome wer. from 3 hospital in Wabtu !
rip.ating his desir:s o comc homt to P;nmsylvania 4f i CVLT gob
strong cnough to makc the trip. His fathdT, Frodcrick, went from
p. pnsylvaniag to watcrioo, 1OWR, and brought nomus A s.cmed
+o rcspond to the good food and cArC mother and was s00D
well wnough ©0 considu? returning ©o On hie va&y back
o Wisconsin, he was travceling in civii“mggg}othcs and was 8r-




punishmcnt lastod is not known, His mother wrote to Gencral

Shceridan cxplaining cverything and he was finally rclcased., Ho
reenlistcd and made the famous march with G.n.ral Shorman from
"Atlanta to thc Sca.” During this sceond cnlistmuent he was

taken prisoncr by the Scuth and imprisoncd in the Libby Prison.
His suffurings and torturc werc quite scvere in this prison, He
rvturnced home to Punnsylvanla with an henorabl. discharg. but

again was not satisfi<.d and rcturncd to the west. He lat.r mar-
ricd a Katc Bakcr whosc home was in Kansas, Ho has a governmunt
marker on his grave and 1s buricd in th. Towvn of Roscoc,Miasouri,

The next child, Robert, born in 1843, and his younger
brcther, David, born in 1847, both died quilte young, Robert at
the age of 17 and David when just 13. Robert had gone with a
raft of timber to Willlamsport in March of 1660. Even though
the spring was early that year and the weather warm, he took a
heavy cold and was very sick when he arrived .ack at the farm
from the trip to ¥Willilamsport. He never seemed to reccver from
this. It left him quite weak and with a terrible cough. During
the summer of this same year, Robert'!s younger brother, David,
suddenly became quite 'ill with what the doctor (a Dr, Fitzer of
Lumber City) diaghosed as intestinal flue, op inflammation of the
bowels. The notes satate that his right side swelled and became
gquite rigid and today would probably be diagnosed as appendlcitis.
The night before David died he insisted his mother sleep with him.
During the night he told his mother he would die before the sun
set the next day. Much to his mother's surprise, he seemed
better the next morning and felt well enough to try on a new pair
of pante his mother had just made for him, Tiainking over what
he had told her the night before about dying, she decided he was
slightly delirious from & high fever. The doctor stopped 1n the
morning to see him and, upon asiking him how he felt, reczived
this reply: "God has called me and I must go; I will not live
until the sun goes down." Strange as it may seem, David became
quite 111 about 3:00 o'clock and died by 4:30, Jjust as he pre-
dicted, "I will not 1live until the sun goes dowm." :

As was mentioned before, David's older brother, Robert, had
been sick from March of that same year as a result of a rafting
trip to Williamsport., He had seemed somewhat better and was
gaining strength, but David's death seemed too much for him to
overcome, The morning after David's death, as his mother wakened
him and inguired concerning his health, he esaid: '"There is Jesus
on the cross and he is smiling at me, I am golng to die, too.”
From this day he grew weaker and died jJust ten days from the time

his younger brother dled.

One son was born between this Robert and David, This was

William Moore Schoening, born May 9, 1845, and he dled in 1934,
This was the ‘"Uncle Will" whom so many of the grandchildren and

great grandchildren of Mary Jane so vividly remember.

The last child to be born to Mary Jane and Prederick was a little
girl named Mary Elizabeth, She was born August 11, 1850, and died
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ﬂarch 13, 1951, 1living to be over cne hundred years old. Sie is
Aunt- Mary Erhard” who will be spoken of later,

Before this little Mary Elizabeth was four years old, her
father, Frederick, died after a short illness and left his widow
with flve small children. Little Mary Elizabeth or “Aunt Mary,”
a3 most peopble remember her, said shes could remember watching
her father sew in his tallor shop., (Remember he was the tailor).
Also, her sitting on nis work bench and his trying to teach her
to make "button hcles.' Upon his ceathbed, Frelderlck asked his
brother to help take care of his family which consisted of the
widow and flve small children, the ocldest child belng thirteen
years old and the youngcst three years old., After ths ybdunger
brother had made this promise, he found it was going to be diffi-
cult to fulfill without causing gossip. The notes state that
this problem welghed quite heavily on his mind (quite 2 rcspon-
8ibility for a young man of twenty-siz to undertake). It secms
he discussed this with a mutual friend and the friend suggested
that the best way he could carry out his promise to hls brother
was to marry the widow. Even though he was elght years younger
than Mary Jane, the widow, he married her December 20, 1855, and
assumcd the responsibility of raising his brother's family., '

Just prior to the decath of Frederick, o0ld Nicholas and
Lenore Schocening moved from the farm in Jordan Township to
Ansonvlille, It 1is believed they ran a small storc of some kind

while living 1n Ansonville,

When Mary Jane Schoening marricd her flrst husband's younger
brother, she was 34, and the younger brother, Ferdinand, was 26,
After Frcderick's death, Ferdinand continuzd to farm during the
summcr and cut logs during the winter, In addition to the
children born of Mary Jane's first marriage, she and Fordinand
had three childben of their own, threc little girls,

The oldest girl, born 1857, was namcd Martha Lenor:, The
name, Lenorc, came from this little girlis grandmother. It
secms strangc that she was never called by clther of thesc glven
names. Most people will remember her ag “Aunt Lolie,”

Four ycars later, amother little girl was born on August 18,
1861, Shc was named Hannah Ellen., She was named for hor two
aunts, Hannah Lenorc Mcore and Ellen Magee Moorc, Herc agaln,
shchElike”hcr oldcr sister, never was called anything but “Ellie”
or lla. :

The last child of Mary Janc's was borm in 1864, She was
christcned Josephine and lived only a short time, dying at the
age of sBcven months,

Shortly aftcr Mary Jane'!'s young teen-age sons, David and
Robert, died, old Nicholas Schocning, whe at this timc was
1living in Ansonville, became quite 111 and dicd. This left
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Ferdinand's mother alone, and since shic was past 70, Mary Janc
and Ferdinand thought it best to move her from Ansonville to

the farm whcre they would be closcr 1f she nccded them. This
grandmother, Lenore, was quite wull but still spoke only the
German language, and with her husband and onc son dcad, Fordinand
was the only onc with whom she could conversc.

The years 1860 and 61 were trying ycars on Mary Janc., In
these years her two tecn-age sons and her father-in-law dicd;
and her only surviving son, Willlam, went to the Civil War as
2 substitute for Aaron Wisc. During the Civil Yar it was pos-
slblc for a draftcd person to pay a substitute to go in his place,
The custcmary pricc was $500 to have a substitutc takce on.'s

lacc, However, thip Aaron Wisc pald VWilliam Schouning only
%300 to go as his substitutc, Th. notes state that Willlam
Uncle Will) was 17 at the timc and quitc anxious to go. Ho
kept $100 and gave his mother the remaining $200. The notea
also state, and in thc scrapbook writir!s own words, "Ycars
latcr when the Civil War Vetcrans werc pald pensionsa, Aaron Wisc
(the dirty pup) thought hc should rcceive the pension instuad of
poor Brother Wiil." ' ‘

Th. ycars 1864-65 wcre also hcartbreaking ycars for Mary
Janc, In the spring of 1864 Fcrdinand was hard at work gutting
a raft of timber rcady to scnd down the river to wWilliamsport,
As soon as thc spring floods startcd. He took a hcavy cold and
vas confincd to the housc a fow days, but focling bettor, went.
back to thc woods to supcrvisc the men working for him. Tho
notcs statle hc was not satisficd with the mon's work and procccddd
to show thum how hc wantced thce logs huwed on all four sidcs,
Thls cxurcisc scemed to causc & relapsc, and he was again budfast
for wcilks beforc being able to be around,

He must have realizod he would nover again be.strong cnough
for thc hard work of farming and logging bocaus. he moved his
family to Ansonvillc and opuncd a cobbloer shop, He roented the
farm to Cortiz and Matilda Bcll, It was whil. the Bolls 1lived on
the Scho.ning farm that thelr son, Singleton, was born, This
was the Singl.oton that lat.r became a Cliarfi.ld County Judg.,
and also thc fathcr of Cl.earficld County's pres.nt Judge,

Cortcz BlLll,

Ferdinand was a good cobbler and made a "gocd-{itted shoe,"”
His business seemed to thrive and improve, but his health went
the opposite, During the late fall of 1281 he became worse
and finally was able to be up and around only a few nours each
day. At this same time Ferdinand's mother, 0ld Lenore, who was
now living with her aon and his family, became 111 and Mary Jane
had both of them to care for. Ferdinand realized he could not
get better but prayed that hz would be spared until after his
other died. He worried because of her inability to speak ]
English, wondered how her desires could be understood if he dled
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before she did. These are direct quotations from the scrapbook
concerning Mary Jane's great burden of caring for her husband
and mother-in-law: “My mother had these two sick people in bed
at the same time, She cared for us little children and did the
outside work also. God in his great Mercy, took Grandmother
Schoening just two weeks before my father died, Poor mother had
many trials and much work to raise us, '

At this point 1t might be well to mention one incident that
the writer of the scrapbook mentioned many times to her children
and grandchildren. It was the vividly remembered picture of
her father "bleeding” his mother in an endeavor to overcame her
illness. Even though the scrapbook author was less than four
years old, she remembered of her father ‘'bleeding” his mother,
and then taking her, as a young chilé, in his arms and walking a
dlstance out through their garden and disposing of the blood
under some current bushes. She recalled that the blcod was col~
lected in a white porcelain bowl. No doubt tais hastened the '
grandmother's death, but at that time bleeding & person for any
and all illnesses was a common practice, These "bleeding’ in-
struments seemed to be a part of all househcld medical kits in
those days, This particular set of ‘bleeding’ instruments is
gtill in the possession of one of the scrapbook wrilter's sons

(Thomas Norris).

Just two months after Mary Jane burlied ner second husband
and her mother-in-law, her youngest daughter; Josephine, took
sick and died at the age of 7 months.

After all these sorrows, Mary Jane took her three small
daughters and returned to the family farm, Vhen she raturned
to the farm, she added another burden, that of caring foi her
own mother, the Mary Veaver Moore who was spoken of earlier.
This grandmother Mcore, as she 18 called in the notes, was
totally blind and, although quite well, took cxtra care because
of her blindness. The writer of the scrapbook remembers of ner
and her two sisters, thelr mother, and their blin? grandmother,
spending the long winter evanings knitting socks. She alsc sais
that this was a continuous job, because knitting sociks and
trading them to the peddlers, who traveled from farm to farm
during the summer months, was the only way they could get material
for clothes, cooking utensils, thread, buttons, and the many othepr
small articles that were impossible to produce on the farm,

Mary Jane kept fifteen to twenty sheep. The wool from these
BHeep was washed, carded, spun into yarn, and then knitted into
sccks by these small girls and their blind grandmother, The
writer of the notes often told her grandchildren of thzs three
girls helping their mother to e¢lip these sheep. Mary, the oldest
of the three girls, would help her mother with the actual clipping
of the animels. The two little girls, being small, kept taking .
the wool away and held down the head of the animal being clipped,
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Little Mary, the oldest of the girls, had to assume more
and more responsibllity as the blind grandmother became an in-
creasing burden and required more attention,

_ Little Mary was around 11 years of age but had to be the
“boy" as well as the farmer for her mother, By this time the
post offize had been established in lNzw Millport and each day

saw Little Mary riding horseback to Millport for the mail., Thie
being the year 1662, and their older brother William away fight-
ing the Civil War, left Little Mary with the job of caring for
her older brothcrts sorrel saddle mare. Thls hcrse was known as
a "wilg" creature, an outlaw, a2 kilier, and feared by cveryone
put “"Little Mary." She seemed to have that knack of understanding
animals and could do almost anything with the horse. The horse
wac noted for 1ts swiftness., Thc neighbors along the route to the
post office marveled at the way this young girl rode, as 1f she
viere part of the animal. One particular ride this little girl
made should be mentioned here - 1t was the time that her baby
sister, Elizabeth, became suddecnly 11l with membranous croup and
needed a doctor at once, The child became quite 111 in thoe
middle of the night. The mother was frantic, knowing she nceded
& doctor but having no one to send but Little Mary, and afrald

to start this young girl on & fiftc.n mile ride at 2:00 o'clock
in the morning. Tnc baby kcpt getting worse and the frantic
mother finally started her little girl, Mary, off on this lonely
ride to Glenn Hope for the' cdoctor at 3:30 A,M. She made the trip
in less than threc hours, arriving at the doctor's house Jjust at
daybrcak, & very tlred 1ittle girl and a hors« covered with
iPoam. " The doctor started immediascly, arriving at thce farm by
noon, but he was too late to help the baby. She died a shorv
timec after the doctor arrived, .

Upon William's rcturn from the Civil Wavr, he sold this
hgrse, which Littlc Mary had ridden so many times and lecarned
to love. He could do nothing with th. horse and had to be carc-
ful cvcry time he worked around the maru for f:ar that shc would
bite or kick him, It was quitc tragic becausc thils very horsc,
which secmed as gentlc as a lamb undcr the hands of an 1l yaar
0ld girl, cornered her new owner in the stall and kickcd him,
knocking him unconscious, and continucd to kizk him until driven
off by mcmbers of the family who heard the nolse and camc to in-
vestigate, He had been kicked so many times that he dicd without
cver rogalning consciousncses.

The same "Littlc Mary," who handlcd the “'killer' marc as
though she were a lamb, lived to be the oldcst of any of the
Schoening children, She was marricd on the old_home farm to
Phillip Erhard by Rcv, J.R. Williams on March 18, 1369. Shc
and Phillip were thc parcnts of tho following children:

born Jun. 30, 1870 - marricd Laura Fatchin

born March 9, 1372 - marri.cd Sulvistir Hizgh
born January 11, 185H-married Harry Strunk

born January 7, 1878 -married Georgc Vance

born March 14, 1883 -di.d May 5, 1900

Erncst Louls
Martha Viola
Alma Loretta
Ncllic Janc
Cecil Jussc

U
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Arthur W, - born April 27, 1886 - married Bell Fleegle

Lynn V. - born January 13, 1890-married Margaret
Hoffman
Leta Rachel - born November 12, 180U-married Miles Qurick

The mother of these children, "Little Mary,” was born
August 11, 1850, and died March 9, 1951, 5She lived to be over
100 years of age.

After Williams (Uncle ¥Will) return from the Civil %war, he
married, and later built a small houses on the other eni cf the
Schoening farm, Vith the exception of Bhort visits, he pever
left the farm after this - dying there in 1934, living to be 09
years of agge, He married Lizzie Bloom, a daughter of William T.
Bloocm., Two children were born as a result of this marriage, a
boy, Lowry, named for his maternal great-grandmother, Mary Loury
Weaver., The second child was a baby glrl named Lydia,

The above son, Lowry, later married Mary Snyder, daugater of
Henry Snyder. ™Mo this union the following children were borm:

Raymond . Ethel

Fula : Edith

Alton Woodrow
Ernest 11son ? twins
Myra Ruth

Willianm

The other chlld of VWilliam and Lizzle's, tae girl, Lydia,
married Burchfield Bloom, son of William A, Bloom, and r&s the
mother of the following children:

Grace Lowry
Pearl Denton
Elizabeth Hazel
Wililiam Velma

 After Mary's marriage to Phillip Erhard, Mary Jane, her
blind mother, and her tvo small Jdauvghters continucd to stay on
the old family farm. Along in the sarly fall of 1870, Mary
Jane's blind mother took a stroke and lay aelpless all winter,
On April 24, 1871, she finally died. It nouw left Mary Jane
alone with her two small girls, “'Lolie" and "Ellie,"

It was quite difficult for Mary Jane to make a living for
herself and her two small daughters, Vhen a cousin, Juseph
Moore, came and asked Mary Jane to work for him, she tcck her
two small daughters and moved to the Moore farm, ({Tnec fam is
the one presently ovmed and farmed by K.F. Anderscn, locateu at
the top of Lumber City Hill),

it was at this farm that Lolle met her husband Emory .
Owens, The scrapbook author recalls of Lolie and Emory mezting
for the first time. Snortly after moving to the Moore farm, the
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two girls {then around ten to twelve years old) were playing
along the road close to the house, Along came these neighbor
boys, Fmory being one of them, and started kidding them, Lolle
had long, beautiful, black hair. This Emory, later her husband,
grabbed her by the hair saying, "You're beautiful, when you

are old enough I am going to marry you." Strange as 1t may Scem,
he dld just this. They were married a few years later and were
the parents of the following children:

Lottle - married James Nolan
Alfred Warren - aled at 16 years of pneumcala

Ella Maud - cdied at 14 years of pneumonia

Nora - retired school teacher l1iving in New York City

Chester - died in 1937, was marriecd to Acdic Goldthread.

Ralph Lawrence - died during Flu cpidemic of 1917, was
married tc an Ethel Metz of Ohlo, now
remarried

Leonard - married Alcie Rielly

Stanley - married Cora Beers

Ardie - married William Riddle

Edward - lkilled in automobile aceident 4n 1920

Pauline - married James Harter,

' The following is direetly quoted from the scrapbeok..,

"After Lolle and Fmory were married, Mother and I stayecd
on at the Mocre farm for a few months., Juring our stay here,
Mother became acquainted with a Mr. Rorabaugh from New Washing-
ton, ra. As he traveled around the country, he was in tihe habit
of stopping at the Moore farm for nis mcals and somztimes stayed
over night. He and Mother bceam:. intcrestcd in each other andg
he asked her to marry him. His wife had dled and left him with
two tcen-age sons, Britton and Jamss, two small grand-aaughge=s,
whose Mothers had died leaving their parents the job of ralsing
thesc two 1ittle girls., After duc congideration, my M ther
married Mr. Rorabaugh ani we moved tc his Tarm in New Washington.
Again my Moth:r had a family of s=vzn to work fcr, churning,
baking, cooking, sewing and the many othir fobs which nesded to
be done around the farm. As I look back now, she certainly nad
her phare of trouble., She scemed £t~ live zach day as best she
could, making life pleasant and enjoyatle for those around her,
My step-father was a gocd Christian man, Our short stay in Ney
washington was pleasant; his home was very beautiful, well-builg
and one of the well-kno.n homes in the New Vashington area,
Mr. Rorabaugh had driven to the rost office in New Vashington
and on the way back suffercd a heart attack. Thc horse came on
- home, turned into our barn ang stopp«d to be unhitched as was
the usual routine, My Mothcr notic=d thepr WwasS something wrong
and she and I ran to the sleigh and fcund Mr, Rorabaugh un-
consclous, We carried him into the house, summonecd Dr, Bunnett,
“but he was dead when the doctor arrived,
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In scttling up their father's affairs, Mr. Rorabaugh's sons
decided to have a sale, In March everything was sold and mother
and I moved back to New Millport. During that summcr we boarded
summer normal school students and got along fine. When fall
came we moved back to the family farm in Jordan townshlp and
lived with Brother Will and his wifec, Lizzle, for the rest of

the winter,

After a time, my mother and I bought the housc Philip
Erhard had built in New Millport. It 18 the hous¢ now owned and
occupled by Mrs, Stella Brown. We paid $300 for the property.
We 1lived in the house several years; I attended school at.
Lumber City Normal in 1879. I took the teacher!'s examinatlon at
the ¢nd of the tcrm, passcd and was awarded a tcaching certificat.
As I look back now I wonder what becamc of it - I ccrtainly wish
I had kept it, I applicd for a school in Knox Township and was
assigned the Boardman School (Cove Run). I was helping my
sistcr Lolie when I got news that I had been accepted as the
tcacher for the Cove Run school. My, Ohi but I was happy. I
borrowcd a horsc from Alcn Perguson and rodc over to Millport to
article for my six-month torm of school at $28.00 per month.
("Articlc" was a tcrm commonly used at that timc when a contract

was signed.)

During my first tcrm of school, I staycd in Boardman during
the weck with the John Gants family and walkcd home to Millport
cach Priday cvcning and back again to Boardman Sunday c¢vening.
Brothcr Will's daugntcer, Lydla, stayed with my mothor during the
weck., During the worst part of the wintoer, I stayud in Boardman
ovcer some of the weck-cnds, but usually I tricd to spund tho
weck-cnds with my mother in Millport. I paid the Gants family
$5.00 pcr month for my room and board.

I bzegan my first term of tecaching school October 1, 1879
with 13 scholars., During the 8i1x month term a fow morc puplls
enrollcd, It scemcd to be quitc common for th. children %o
smokc pipcs, 1neluding the girls, Both of my grandmothcrs
smokcd pipcs but my mothcer nover approved, so we glirls were
brought up to think thils unladylike, You can imaginc my surprisc
when on my flrst day of school, two of my girl studocnts got out
thceir pipes and smoked at reccss, I tricd to discourage this
but had to be carcful of what I said beccause thoe parcnts approved
of this plpc-smoking among thoelr children. :

When thc school term finishcd, I had saved around $75,00
and declded I would buy mysclf a bodroom suit. I went to
Curwcnsville and paild $25.00 for a six plicc boedroom suit and
the storckeeper gave me a covercd glass dish, which I admired,
I st1l1l usc thc bedroom suilt herce at my daughter, Mary's. The
covered glass dish is now in the homi of my grandson, Hugh Norris,
This covercd glass dish was uscd all through my marricd 1ifc on
Sundays and whcn company camc, I always opched canned frult and
uscd th: dish as a sc¢rving dish, : -
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My next term of schoolwas at the May Hi1l School. My mother
was not well so I asked for the May Hill school gince 1t would

be closer home, I walked to and from school each day, & distance
of around two miles, 8o I could be home at night with my mother,

During the preceding winter, she vas riding with my brothar,
%11}, in a sleigh and suffered a bruilse to her preast, The horse
Jumped over & hole in the ice and threw her against the side of
the sleigh. At the time, it did not bother her much, but as time
went on, it grew worse, About this time, Dr. Park came bo the
town of Millport as our doctor. He brought hils father, who was
alsc a doctor, to see Mother and they said she had a cancerous
tumor in her right breast. A cousin of my mother's came from
Clearfield and wanted her to nhave an operation. Mother would not
consent to it, and Dr. Park said it would only add to her suf-
fering. She kept getting worse and I could not teach and take
care of her so Brother Will and Lizzie moved down from tne farm
and helped care for Mother so I could finish my school.

Mother was quite a care; the doctor's orders vere to keep
her comfortable. As I recall, she did not seem to suffer much

pain,

During the summer months, I got a paper for 8 subscription
school in order to add to our income. I got twenty pupils each
paylng eighty cents a week. These puplls vere ones who wanted &
11ttle extra schooling or were pehind or not able %o attend tne
regular sesslons. At the end of seven weeks of this subscription
school, my mother took a turn for the worse and I elosed the
school devoting the next six months to caring for my mother.,

Three cays before Mother died, she asked my gister, Mary,
and I to help her out on a chair. She said, 'Now, glve me my
Bible." She read the entire lith Chapter of John before she
would permit us to get her back into bed, She seemed to get
worse and died three or four days later, December 29, 1882, We
saw that she was about to die so Cn the morning of the 29th our
kind neighbor, John C. Bloum, went for sister Lolie and she
arrived a few hours before our mother died, I have alvays felt
that she 1is in the spirit 1and --- at rest. Her 11fz was full of
sorrow but with it was mingled some Joy and pleasure.

When I was about ten years old and attending Stony Polnt
school, I learned to know & school mate, Perry Norris. I had
forgotten abcut this boy until the year I was teachlng at May
Hi1l. During this winter, Perry asked me to accompany him to
numerous literary mectings and church affairs. He talked of
marriage but with ny mother's illness, marriage wad out of the
question for me. I prealized that Mother would not live very long
so I asked my boyfriend to 1et us stop seelng each other for one
year and then, at the end of that time, if he was atill inter-
ested in me, to come back. From then on until my mother's death
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T wae with her constantly. After her death, I went to Clearfield
and stayed with a cousin until March of 1833, At this time

my sister Lolie needed help and I went from Clearfield to her
home in Ferguson township and helped her, While here, Perry came
pack to me and never left me after that, We were married

May 8, 1883.

Perry and his father were working on a timber job over on
Pcttas Run., We went to Housekeeping in a log cabin ovel near
the logging job on Potts Run. They had five or six men working
for them so my first job was cooking for these men. Our log
cabin was quite crude, part of the floor was dirt and the beds
were really bunks. However, I was happy; I had a home of my own
and someone to love me, Our first son, Vayne, was born in this
same log cabin two years later, January 30, 1886. After Wayne
was born, we moved back to my in-law's farm, This farm ls now
owned and operated by my son, Harrison., Uhen we came from the
log cabin we started housekceping in what 18 now the spring
house., We 1ived here until Perry and hils father finished nur
house, the house now owned by Stanley Thurston, All the rust of
our children were borm in this house. Next to Wayne was Harrison,
then Thomas, Mary, Lowry, and Puarl in that order, We had three
baby boys who died in infancy, one between Wayme and Harrison,
the other two bctween Lowry and Pearl.

After all the children were born, we mcved to the A.Jd. Smith
farm. Perry and the boys opcratec thils farm untll the boys all
got married and left us., After the beys marricd and lceft home,
we had a sale at the Smith Farm and later bought the Halton
House in New Millport, now cvmed and occupied by Mrs. Erma Bell,
We 1ives here until 1918 and thon bought Wayne's home when he
moved his femily from Millport to Clcarficld, In this home
Pcrry and I spent the remalnder of our days together. By now,
all our chiléren were marricd and our wholce 1life gecmed to bo
ccntered around the church and our children. Each Sunday would
gec somc of our family with us for the noon meal. Ye ncever had
much money but we always scemed to have plenty to cat and <n-
joyed good hcalth., Pcrry was great for company, was always
bringing people homc with him for meals, sometimes total strangcrs
tut they wore always wclcome at Perry's table. Somctimcs this
vias distracting to mc but I camc to cxpect such things and when
in thc act of preparing my mcals always flgurcd on cnough for onc
or two more,

During the disastrous St. Patrick!s Dey Flood in 1936,
Perry had to wadc watcr waist decp to get back homc from thu
post office that day. After drying his clothes, he scemad nonc
the worse from the wading, Wo worricd about the flood through
the cvening but went to bed at the usual time, Early thc ncxt
morning, Pcrry got up saying hc was not fecling well and was
golng downstairs to taku a dosc of Rawlcigh's Linament, VYhen I
camc downstairs a few minutcs later, Pcrry was unconsclous. He
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had suffercd a scverc stroke and died that samc afternoon wlthout
rcgaining consciousncss,

The mext three or four months are not very clcar in my mina.
I just could not scem to rcalize that my lifc's mate had 1l.ft mc
slone in this world. My children were wondcrful but losing
somcona whom you have becn with for over fifty years is & tcrriblc
shock, .

I finally camc to live with my deughtcr Mary, 1 disposcd
of thc furniturc and sold the home to Mrs, Alicc G111, The home
1s now owncd by my niccc, Mrs. Mary Schocning.

As I writc this (1948) herc at my daughter, Mary's, 1
wondcr how much longer 1t will be before I am callcd to Join my
lovcd oncs 'up yonder,'"

The serapbook writcr, Ella Schocning Norris, dicd January 19,
1951, after a very short illnuss ab Ridggway, Pummsylvania, whilc
visiting hcr young:st daughtcr Pearl, She was the idcal mother
and grandmothcr, loved by all.
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