PALM SUNDAY

MARCH 29, 2026

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Saturday, March 28th
5:00 p.m. Thank you God for all Graces Received,
(Regina Wickrema)

Sunday, March 29th, Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m. For Peace in the world
10:00 a.m. FKumazo Teramoto,
(Teramoto & Sugiyama Families)

Monday, March 30th, NO MASS

Tuesday, March 31st,
12:05 p.m. ‘TRudy Zapalac, (Patti Okabe)

Wednesday, April 1st NO MASS

Thursday, April 2nd, Holy Thursday
5:30 p.m. For Peace in the wold

Friday, April 3rd, Good Friday
3:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross.
3:30 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 137-140
READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Easter Sunday, April 5th

1st Reading: Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Psalm: 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
2nd Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 or 1Corinthians 5:6b-8
Gospel: John 20:1-9
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.
No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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PALM SUNDAY MARCH 29, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

As you know in the beginning of entrance into the Holy City of Jerusalem, Israelis are enthusiastic,
‘Hosanna, Son of David, alleluia, king, prophet.” There are flowers, trumpet blasts, nervous animals,
dancing children, cloaks, colors, royal purple. However, in the end, he is hanging on the cross: “Away
with him, get lost, impostor, fall dead, perish.” Gall, pain, sweat, spittle, the dark smell of blood on the
earth, wailing, mourning, and he himself shouting: “Lama, lama sabactani? (My God, my God why
have you deserted me?)”

What a radical change, from the flower to the mud, from the headlines to a cold, humid cave! How of-
ten has this story repeated itself in human history? Is it not, in a way, our very own story, the story of
every country, every presidency, of the whole world? All the good intentions at the beginning, the new
life, the fresh start, the first blessings, are often hemmed in by betrayal and sin, pride and greed, lust
and ill-will.

What happen to us, happen to him in a very strong way! What happen to us, in a diluted form, happen
pure and raw to him. Trying to establish good, he was overrun by evil; trying to establish peace, he
was overcome by violence. Darkness set in, hope was lost, and there was only a rumor left at the end
of the day. They told Pilate: “this liar said after three days, | will rise again.”

They got some guards. This world armed itself against any return of hope! But it was in vain, he
would return!

This is all true, but what Jesus’ disciples started to believe — at the empty tomb, as they ran home,
and when they saw him — is that good will overcome, that death will disappear, that light will triumph,
that up will prevail over down, that up of the resurrection over the down of the cross.

They were not only willing to believe, but they also were willing to live that belief in their lives, and
themselves risen from all death. Amen, Alleluia!

Fr Doan

— oG~ LOoO4 T o—

Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026 Schedule
We will observe our regular schedule:
8:30 a.m. Japanese Mass
10:00 a.m. English Mass

THE LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION IS TODAY,
SUNDAY, MARCH 29th at 11:30 p.m. at Activity Cen-
ter 3.

Thank you for making the St. Patrick’s Dinner and
Bingo a success. A BIG THANK YOU to Paul Ishii &
all his volunteers who cooked a delicious dinner for
us. A SPECIAL Thank you to the Maryknoll Karate for
adding Bingo to our St. Patrick’s Dinner. And last
but not least, THANKYOU TO ALL WHO MADE DO-
NATION OF ITEMS AND MONETARY DONATIONS.

LENT: All are encouraged, during Lent, to participate in
the Eucharistic liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in
devotions such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and pray-
er services. Other suggested traditional practices include
increased prayer, scripture and other spiritual readings,
almsgiving, personal sacrifices in food and drink, in-
creased corporeal acts of mercy such a caring for and/or
serving the sick and needy. For more details on Lenten
duties and regulations, including abstinence and fasting,
please pick up the information sheet on the table at the
back of the church.

Thank you to all the volunteers that
came to help with Spring Cleaning this
weekend.

i

EASTER LILY DONATIONS are need-
ed for our Chapel and Altar for Easter.
Please bring your lilies on Palm Sunday
or no later than Holy Saturday. For a
monetary donation, special flower enve-
lopes are located in the back of the
chapel.
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Rootin Tootin HoeDown and Festival
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DID YOU KNOW? Encourage children to practice
personal boundary safety rules:

All children should know their personal boundaries
and know that they have a right to be safe in their
own bodies. Encourage children to speak up and
say “no” when they feel scared, uncomfortable, or
confused. They should know to get away from an
unsafe situation as quickly as possible, and to tell a
safe adult what happened. When a child says they
don’t want to show affection, an adult should priori-
tize that child’s boundary. For more information, read
the VIRTUS® article “How to Advocate Directly with
Youth for their Safety and Wellbeing” at lacatho-
lics.org/did-you-know.

SAVE THE DATES:

HOLY WEEK:
HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 2ND 5:30 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD

3:00 pm Station s of the Cross

3:30 pm Celebration of the Lor’s Passion
EASTER VIGIL, SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH 5:00 pm
EASTER, SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH
8:30 am Mass Japanese
10:00 am English.

Rootin Tootin Hoedown and Festival
April 26, 2026
Hoe-Down, Chili Cookoff, Games, Raffle, & Country Boutique.
We are now collecting items for the Country Boutique
Store, at the end of April.
Get an early start on spring cleaning! We are in need of
new or gently used items for our country boutique store
for our upcoming fund raiser. Suggested items: small appli-
ances, kitchenware, plates, tea/sake sets, knickknacks, Japa-
nese items, wallets, scarves & shawls, potted plants, etc. Sor-
ry, No Tech items, no shoes, no clothing, no large furni-
ture. ltems can be brought to our library.
DO YOU HAVE A GREAT CHILI RECIPE?
We are accepting entries for the 2nd Annual Chili Cookoff!.
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AL 5173 A WT|C LAY T fEHMER  Legion of Mary.......... .. Every Sunday
S B L T27T 479k . 4/26/26 - Spring Hoedown & Festival....4/26/26
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NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
RENICEIFARELTFLAL S ENHFATENTVET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EE2NTOMEIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. [tems will be retained for only one month.
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