THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT,

DECEMBER 14, 2025

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER

W75 A« Fro Ve BRI N v o7k Z—
222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDEM

Saturday, December 13th
5:00 p.m. ‘TEddie Hirouji, (Janet Hirouji)
Sunday, December 14th
8:30 a.m. ‘tFukutaro & FShizuye Suzuki, TMary &
TPhil Ichino, TJoe & Yoshiko Suzuki,
tGeorgia Suzuki and ‘fCarol Ichino, TJoe
Nakamura, * George & FKimko Nakamura,
tJack & TYone Kuroki, TBen & *F'Set Nakaiji
and *tNancy Nakamura Lim
(The Nakamura Family)
10:00 a.m. ‘fDoris Joko, (The Joko & Masada Families) .
Monday, December 15h, NO MASS

Tuesday, December 16th
12:05 p.m.  For the sick and elderly of our Parish

Wednesday, December 17th
12:05 p.m.  All Family Members of the ‘FMarian Fujimoto
Family
Thursday, December 18th
12:05 p.m. ‘TMary Poon, (Maureen Poon Fear)
Friday, December 19th
12:05 p.m.  For our Parish

TODAY’S READINGS

can be found in the missalette on pages 230-232
READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21, 2025
1* Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm: Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6.
2" Reading: Romans 1:1-7
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24
For the daily readings or go to: WW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese

10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT,

DECEMBER 14, 2025

Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brother and sisters,

You might be surprised when you heard the question of John the Baptist in today’s gospel. You
should not forget that John had been a monk all his life, living in the desert, dressing in skins, eat-
ing insects, drinking dirty swamp water. John was accustomed to being far from the world, praying
day and night. | think that John expected something to change drastically with the arrival of the
Messiah. He expected Jesus stress prayer, going to the temple and the synagogue, charismatic
alleluias, rosary crusades, the public singing of psalms, and thing like that.

| assume that when John read Isaiah (the 1st reading of today), he hoped that after the Messiah
came, all people from all nations would go up to the temple in enormous, colorful processions. But
John might have overlooked where Isaiah said that this world would start to change under God’s

influence through the efforts of the faithful.

Jesus listened to John’s messengers and told them: “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no of-
fense at me.” The wilderness is changing, the wasteland is blooming, and the glory of God is on its

way.

The disciples went back to tell John the message. | hope John understands, and | hope we also
understand, too. Because | am afraid that we sometimes are too much like John. As Christians,
we are willing to pray, we are willing to go to church, to say rosary after rosary, to be faithful to all
kinds of spiritual exercises, build church all over, plant statues on hilltops, and so on.

Is that one of the reasons that people around us who are waiting for a change in this world are giv-
ing up hope in us? Are they saying to one another what John, for another reason, said of Jesus:
“Are they really the ones, or have we got to wait for others?”

Church may be full, but is there justice in the world? Even very dull spiritual exercises are faithfully
kept to, but do our life decisions make blind see, the lame walk, the dead rise? Are we good news

among the poor of this world? Are you?

Fr. Doan
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TODAY IS THE COLLECTION FOR THE RETIREMENT
FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: Help care for elders. “Thanks to
support from the Retirement Fund for Religious, we are now
in @ much better position to care for our elders,” writes a reli-
gious sister. Your donation helps her religious community
and hundreds of others provide for aging members and plan
for long-term needs. Please give to Retirement Fund for Re-
ligious collection.

ADVENT RETREAT
Bilingual Japanese & English
TODAY, SUNDAY DECEMBER 14TH, 11AM.

Please join us in Activity Center Room 3 for the Advent
Day of Recollection after the 10 am.

RED POINSETTIAS are needed to decorate our Chapel for
Christmas. You can be a part of the preparation to welcome
Baby Jesus by donating red poinsettias. Please bring 6” pot-
ted poinsettias and leave them in the chapel between Sun-
day, December 14th and Christmas Eve. You

R may also drop them off at the Office when the
L\ church is closed. Special flower envelopes are
also available in the vestibule of the Church.
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Next Sunday, Sr. Maria Dang Chu, the Provincial Superior,
or Sr. Teresa Tran, from the Sisters of Life in Vietnam to
appeal for help. The Bac Ninh Province, Vietnam, suffered
from a devastating typhoon a few months ago. Their Con-
vent is no longer inhabitable due to the damage. The funds
will be used to help rebuild the convent and to feed those in
need. Sr Rosa Nguyen'’s older sister, Sr. Nu Nguyen, is from
the order of The Sisters of Life and lives at this Convent.
Please be generous. Special Envelopes are in the bulletin
and at the back of the church.
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MEXTHENTTEL
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The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles,
A Corporation Sole for the benefit of:

St Francis Xavier Chapel -
Japanese Catholic Center

FEAMIZ, The Office of Planned Giving & TR\ &t
TEVy, (213) 637-7512
PlannedGiving@LA-Archdiocese.org
www.ADLALegacy.org

DID YOU KNOW? Watch out for fire dan-
gers: Christmas is a popular time to decorate
with candles and electric lights, both inside
and out of the house. These decorations can
be beautiful and festive but also come with
the risk of fires. Parents should make sure to
keep candles out of reach of children, and off
surfaces where they could be easily knocked
over. All lights should be checked for faulty
wires or other defective parts that could
cause a fire. For more information, read the
“Holiday Safety” article on https://
www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/
seasonal-safety/winter-safety/holiday?/.

“Have You Remembered”
your parish in your will or trust?
Our correct legal title is:
The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles,
A Corporation Sole for the benefit of:
St Francis Xavier Chapel -
Japanese Catholic Center

For further information, please contact The Office of
Planned Giving at (213) 637-7512
PlannedGiving@LA-Archdiocese.org
www.ADLALegacy.org
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THANK YOU FOR ALL THE TOY DONATIONS.
They were delivered to the Little Tokyo
Service Center for the Youth in need.
They express their gratitude for the toys.
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THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE
ST FRANCIS XAVIER FEAST DAY FESTIVAL,
LAST SUNDAY
We will have the report to you in a few weeks.
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LA )T mHMER  Legion of Mary.......... .Every Sunday
FrRERIEMES. ... 12/14/25 Advent Day of Recollection..12/14/25
APl T - 7T A 12/28/25 Stretch & Slow Movement...12/28/25

HTRADREL. ... 1/3/26 First Saturday Devotion.......... 113126
FIRMEES. 1/13/26 PPC.ooo 1/13/26

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EERNICIEMBIREZFTHGRAL Z EMNFATINTLET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EE2NTOMEIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. [tems will be retained for only one month.
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