TWENTIETH-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 31, 2025

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, August 30th
5:00 p.m. ‘tDamian & Rose, (Regina Wickrema)

Sunday, August 31st
10:00 a.m. ‘FHae-Soon Cho, TPeter Shin,
*Bill & TMae Ward, (Kijoon & Akiko Shinn)

Monday, September 1st - Labor Day, No Mass
Tuesday, September 2nd - No Mass

Wednesday, September 3rd
12:05 p.m. Carla DeSantos, (Cathy Harada)

Thursday, September 4th
12:05 p.m. TGeorge Harada, (Cathy Harada)

Friday, September 1st
12:05 p.m. Thanksgiving for Safe travels,
(Roselle Cespon)

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass:
Sunday Masses:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

English
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 208—210

READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. September 7, 2025

1* Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18b
Psalm: Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17
2" Reading: Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Gospel: Luke 14:25-33
For the daily readings or go to: WW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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TWENTIETH-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 31, 2025

Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brothers, and sisters,

| think the great idolatry of our time is the belief that we can save ourselves. We are tempted to think like this: “I'm saving my soul;
I'm winning a place for myself in heaven.” We store up credits and merits, towards the day when we can present them before God,
and claim our reward on the basis of strict justice, rather like a business transaction.

But if this in any way is a true reflection of our attitude, then we are living an illusion. The problem underlying this is one which is
touched upon in the readings of today, namely the problem of pharisaism, the idea of self-sufficiency, the absence of true humility.
In other words we do not understand the truth about ourselves, and how we stand in regard to God. The Pharisees in the gospel
parable picked the places of honor, which they regarded as being theirs by right, because they observed the Law. We, too, fail to
recognize the common lot of humankind, its complete dependence on God’s mercy, freely offered and not merited. The idea of giv-
ing a party, not for our friends and relations, but for the poor and the crippled and the blind, does not particularly appeal to us.

Remember that this is a parable, and what Christ is saying is, “Accept others; be open to others. Don't put up barriers between
yourselves and others, as did the Pharisees.” Another possible interpretation is that we ourselves are the poor, the lame and the
blind. And God has invited us to the heavenly banquet, precisely because, for himself, there is no possibility of gain or interest by
so doing. He has invited us so that his mercy and his bountiful goodness may be shown before all the world. The only way we can
deny this goodness of a merciful God is by declaring it to be unnecessary. And this we do whenever we show a lack of humility, a
misunderstanding of the role God wants to play in our lives, whenever we say secretly, at the back of our minds, “Lord, I'm a pretty
good Catholic. | go to Mass on Sundays. | contribute to collections. | don'’t criticize people behind their backs, even though | know a
lot of others who don’t. Actually, Lord, I'm pretty good all round.” But Jesus rejects this attitude, because it is a violation of the truth.
It fails to see that salvation cannot be deserved, cannot be claimed, that salvation is a pure gift.

The true Christian spirit is to come as a beggar before God, and make this basic request: “Lord, please help me.” It is being true to
Christian practice to face honestly our emptiness and limitations, to realize the need we have for Christ's redeeming power in our
lives, to glory in our infirmities, because the power of God is more evident when the recipient of it is weak. As St Paul himself stated
it, “My power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’'s power
may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For

when | am weak, then | am strong.” (2 Cor.12:9-10).

Fr Doan
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Welcome Bishop Matt Elshoff will be concelebrate the

10am Bilinqual Mass with Fr Doan and Fr Peter Salcedo.

After the Mass we will process over to the Mural and

Bishop will bless the mural.

In observance of the Labor Day the office will be closed
for the Labor Day Holiday

Sorry No Mass on Monday or Tuesday. Masses will resume
on Wednesday, September 5th at 12:05 pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS NEXT SUNDAY
Sunday School Registration:
Registrations forms are at the entrance of the church or
available online at https://sfxcjcc.org/sunday-school
Preschool/Kindergarten Class: this year we will be adding
preschool & kindergarten class for 4 to 5 year olds to our
Sunday School Curriculum.
First Communion is a 2 year program reading the children
for the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion.
Confirmation is a 2 year program for High School age teens
as they prepare for the sacrament of Confirmation.

Sunday School will start on September 7, 2025 at
8:45am. For more information, please contact the office
at (213)626-2279 or info@sfxcjcc.org.

Join us on Saturday, September 6th at 9 am for the First
Saturday Devotion at 9 am for Mass, Rosary & Divine

Mercy.

SAFEGUARDING THE CHILDREN FOR ADULTS TRAIN-
ING SESSIONS: The Archdiocese requires for all volunteers
and staff members to take the Protecting God’s Children for
Adults.

For volunteers, parents and staff who have not taken the
class or if your certification has expired, the next class will be
on Friday Evening Sept 12, 2025 at 7pm to 10pm

For Renewals the class will be on Saturday, Sept 13, 2025
at9amto 10:30am. The office sent and email reminder if
you to recertify.

Please call the office at (213)626-2279 to register.
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DID YOU KNOW? What having a “healthy
caution” toward adults can mean, part 2
Having a healthy caution towards adults means
requiring all adults to follow safety rules, outlined
in policies or codes of conduct, no matter what
position they hold in an organization. Adults must
also be willing to look at their own behavior and
ensure that it is aligned with safety policies and
practices. Monitoring the behavior of all adults
and speaking up if something is uncomfortable or
unsettling — no matter what the relationship be-
tween the adults is — it’s critical to keeping chil-
dren safe. For more information, read the VIR-
TUS® article “Why Should We Have a Healthy
Caution Toward Adults” at lacatholics.org/events.

COFFEE AND DONUTS
Prices will be increasing starting in September. We will
be increasing the Donut prices to $2.50 and Coffee to
$1.50. So $4 for a coffee and a donut. Still cheaper
than your designer coffee at “mermaid coffee”. Please
remember the funds raised from the sales of coffee and
donuts helps fund the ministry or group hosing coffee
and donuts. Please support our groups and ministries.
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Safe the Date:
Keiro Kansha, Sunday, Sept 14th: Order Forms at the
back of the church.
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony with the City.

Due to a scheduling conflict, we are having the Ribbon
Cutting with the City for the Mural on September 14th
prior to the Keiro Kansha. Celebration.

If you would like to order lunch please use the forms at the
back of the church
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We need volunteers! A church or parish is not the
building but all of our parishioners, family and communi-
ty. We need your help and support!. Please call the of-
fice if you can spare a few hours to help.
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17%% % DATES TO REMEMBER

LA mAmA Legionof Mary.......... .Every Sunday
E-tEADEL.. .. ... 9/6/25 First Saturday Devotion......... 9/6/25
WEOH. ... 9/14/25 Keiro Kansha...................... 9/14/25
FBMEES. 9/22/25 PPC...ccoiviiiiiiiiieciiiie e 9/22/25

AR L yF 7T A....9/28/25 Stretch & Slow Movement.....9/28/25

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EERNICIEMBIREZFTHGRAL Z EMNFATINTLET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EE2NTOMEIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. [tems will be retained for only one month.
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