TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 17, 2025

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:

www.SFXCJCC.org 3 -
FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
Mass Intentions S HDEM MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Saturday, Aug ust 16th Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japapese
5:00 p.m. Sunil Abeyratne (Health & Peace), 10:00 a.m.  English

(Regina Wickrema)

Sunday, August 17th
8:30 a.m. *Takeshi Yasuda, (Kayoko Yasuda)
10:00 a.m. Special intention for last years
Confirmandi, (Joanne Dispoto)

Sorry for the inconvenience, we will not have weekday
Masses for the remainder of the month of August.

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

Fr Doan Hoang will be out of the office from Monday,
August 18th and will be returning Thursday Evening,
August 21st Sorry No Weekday Masses this week.

The office will be open Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 204—206

READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time. August 24, 2025

1" Reading: Isaiah 66:18-21
Psalm: Psalm 117:1,2
2" Reading: Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13
Gospel: Luke 13:22-30
For the daily readings or go to: WW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AuGuUSsT 17, 2025

Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brothers and sisters,

As you have heard Jesus mentioned in today’s gospel, “Do you think that | am come to bring peace on earth?” Quite hon-
estly, we would hope so. We've come to equate Jesus with peace; is he not the Prince of Peace? The Communion Rite
links him with peace. However, when he answers his own question, he confuses us. “No. | tell you, but rather division.”

We look at the life of Jesus for clues as to how “peace” and “division” can be reconciled. One approach is to find Jesus ex-
ercising options in his life; facing moments when he has a choice of two roads. The easy pliant one of the prevailing culture
or the lonely reforming one. His decisions cause divisions. Some of the division and turmoil is within himself (the garden
scene.) some between himself and others?” his mother and relatives. Peter on the road to Jerusalem, the final divisiveness
of the cross of scandal.

Each time Jesus decides to follow the Father’s will, that has two effects. It divides him off from those who won't take the
step with him, and it moves him deeper into the peace that comes from being true to who you are. When he mentions
“division” in the same breath, we begin to see division as almost the price of authentic peace. We could spend time going
through the decisions of Jesus. He reached out; he had compassion; he suffered along with people; he understood their
pain; he broke bread with the hungry; he befriended the poor and sinners; he was at ease with the little, working poor peo-
ple who lived in the shadow of the powerful elite.

The problem is that while we’ve read and heard these scenes a thousand times, we've lost sight of how disruptive and un-
conventional Jesus was. He talked of Samaritans saving Jewish lives! He praised the father who embraced the son who
shamed him! You were to share your cloak and tunic, all you wore, literally! The soldier in the occupying army was to be
accompanied not just the one mile but another mile, unbidden.

Jesus parted company the self-centred behind, not because he wished to but because they did. They would have to be rid
of this challenging presence. The crucifixion was meant to silence him for good, instead it gave him the final, supreme op-
tion. It not only capped his life of sacrifice but raised up a symbol to disturb us over the centuries. The sacrificed life of Je-
sus indicates the price to be paid if we are to reach the peace he calls us to.

Fr Doan
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St Francis Xavier Chapel Mural on our ware- Fr Michael DeBlanc will be visiting us this
house on 2nd Street is almost finished. week from Louisiana. He arrives tomorrow and
Bishop Matt Elshoff will be joining us at he Bilin- will be here for one week. Please give him a
gual Mass and dedication of the Mural on Sun- warm St Francis Xavier welcome. He is practic-
day, August 31, 2025. With a reception following. ing his Japanese..
Please make sure to sign up at the back ot the
church for the reception. We are also in need of vol- Sunday School Registration:
unteers that day. Registrations forms are at the entrance of the church or

available online at https://sfxcjcc.org/sunday-school

NATIONAL NEEDS COMBINED COLLECTION will Preschool/Kindergarten Class: this year we will be adding

preschool & kindergarten class for 4 to 5 year olds to our

be next Sunday, August 17 This collection will benefit Sunday School Curriculum.

Black and Indian Missions, Catholic University of First Communion is a 2 year program reading the children
America, Catholic Communications Campaign for the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion.
(CCC), Catholic Home Missions Appeal (CHMA). Confirmation is a 2 year program for High Schopl age
_ _ , teens as they prepare for the sacrament of Confirmation.
Special envelopes have been placed in your bulletin Sunday School will start on September 7, 2025 at
and are also available on the back table of the 8:45am. For more information, please contact the office

Church. at (213)626-2279 or info@sfxcjcc.org.
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DID YOU KNOW? Back to school safety tips
As your children head back to school, parents
should begin laying the groundwork (if they have-
n’t already) for open communication about the
school’s safety guidelines and policies. Talk to
children about safe adults and keep lines of com-
munication open about who they see and interact
with, how they feel about their school days, and
what they are learning. Remind children regularly
that they should find a safe adult if they ever feel
unsafe or uncomfortable in any situation. For
more tips, read “Talking to Kids About Safety and
Boundaries for Back to School” by visiting https://
parequirements.com/blog/talking-to-kids-about-
safety-and-boundaries-for-back-to-school.
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Oinner Dance
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NEXT SATURDAY IS OUR PARISH FUNDRAISER
Let the Good Times Roll... Agam

Dinner Dance
Saturday, August 23, 2025
5pm to 10pm
Funds raised will help defray the costs of the Mural on
2nd Street (coming soon) and Building Maintenance.

Don’t Dance, not a problem., listen to some great music.
Don’t know anyone? A great time and place to make
new friends or see old friends and schoolmates.

This is a parish fundraiser and social event. It is ex-
tremely vital for everyone in the parish to participate.
You can volunteer, purchase tickets or just donate wa-
ter, desserts, or, if you prefer, donate money. Monetary
help is always welcome and appreciated.

Forgot to order your ticket but still want to join us,
DANCE ONLY (no dinner) tickets are available at the
door.
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A church or parish is not the building but all of our parishion-
ers, family and community. We need your help and support!.
Please call the office if you can spare a few hours to help.
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17%% % DATES TO REMEMBER

LY mAmA Legionof Mary.......... .Every Sunday
SFX Dance............. 8/23/25 SFX Dance Fundraiser......... 8/23/25
2L wF - 75 A .. .8/24/25 Stretch & Slow Movement.....8/24/25
FHotEEOEDL.. .. ... 9/6/25 First Saturday Devotion......... 9/6/25
FHMEES. ... 9/22/25 PPC....covvveiieeiiieeeiiieeeis 9/22/25

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EERNICEFMREFHELAL EAFATSATVET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EERNTOREFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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