SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 1, 2026

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDEM

Saturday, February 28th
5:00 p.m. Healing for Regina & Gerard Wickrema
(Ashley Wickrema)

Sunday, March 1st
8:30 a.m. For the Sick of our Community,
(The Ladies Guild)

10:00 a.m. *f Paul Masao Kamachi, (The Kamachi Family)
Monday, March 2nd, NO MASS

Tuesday, March 3rd
12:05 p.m. For all priests and religious

Wednesday, March 4th

12:05 p.m. *gi6 AnhDao (14 nam)
Thursday, March 5th

12:05 p.m. For the Sick of the Parish

Friday, March 6th Feast day of Saint Paul Miki
12:05 p.m. For our parish

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass:
Sunday Masses:

5:00 p.m. English
8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 77-82

READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Third Sunday of Lent, March 8, 2026

Ist Reading: Exodus 17:3-7
Psalm: 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
2nd Reading: Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
Gospel: John 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42
For the daily readings or go to: WW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 1, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

Today we hear Mathew tells us about our Lord Jesus’ transfiguration. The event is recorded four times in
the New Testament. In all three of the gospels, the transfiguration is preceded by Peter’s confession of Je-
sus as Messiah. Jesus had asked the disciples, “Who do you say that | am?” In Mark and Luke, Peter an-
swered “You are the Messiah!” In Mathew, Peter added, “... the Son of the Living God.” After this confes-
sion of faith, Jesus began to teach the apostles that he would suffer, be put to death, and on the third day
be raised. That’s when Peter got in trouble with Jesus. He told Jesus none of that would happen to him.
Upon to that time, no rabbi, no priest, no Pharisee, no scribe, or any interpreter of the Holy Scripture men-
tioned about the Messiah would be suffered and death. Most likely, all of them hoped for the Messiah who
was to be a powerful leader: He would victoriously conquer all the enemies of the Jewish people and es-
tablish forever a kingdom of peace and justice under God'’s rule.

| think those who chose the reading for the transfiguration left out there very important words is today’s
gospel. The gospel begins, “six days later ...” How often do we see this in the gospels when two events
are linked together in this way. Most of the time, Jesus’ teaching and miracles are strung together like
“pearls on a string” as scholars described it. The transfiguration is to set forth in all its fullness what the
gospels want to say the historical Jesus as the Christ. The transfiguration is a visible manifestation of who
Jesus is and where his suffering would lead.

How does all that apply to us? It gives us hope in our own time of suffering. Suffering and death will not
have the last word in the lives of those who follow Jesus for just as Jesus could predict that he would be
raised, he promises us a share in his glory and in his kingdom: “For this is the will of my father, that every-
one who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and | shall raise him on the last

day.” (John 6:40).

It is a promise, an assurance, a message to give us hope through difficult times. The apostles wanted to
stay on the mountain. It was so wonderful experiencing God’s glory as it was displaying itself in Jesus. Je-
sus’ work was ahead of him, so this event was only a preview. Jesus had to leave the mountain to come
back down to the earth, back to the ministry to God’s people and dealing with the suffering he know he
would have to face, and they would have to do the same. Until they (and also we) enter into eternal glory
with Jesus, God the Father gives a word of guidance and direction to all who follow his Son, “Listen to
him.” It only stands to reason that we won’t do a very good job of following if we don't listen.

Fr Doan —_—— T ) e S ———

Thank you for your generosity. Sunday donations ST. PATRICK’S DINNER AND BINGO
Last Month Collection total $8,236.01 SFXCJCC and the Maryknoll Karate Club are joining

forces to bring you a new way to celebrate St. Patrick’s
Day. We will be dining-in and playing BINGO in Maryknoll
Auditorium for St. Patrick’s Day this year! The proceeds will
be used for Building Maintenance and our ministries.

THE LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION WILL BE ON SUN-
DAY, MARCH 22nd at 11:30pm. Please sign up at the en-
trance of the church.

LENT: All are encouraged, during Lent, to participate in the TODAY, MARCH 1ST IS THE LAST DAY TO ORDER THE

Eucharistic liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in devotions St. Patrick’s dinners at the presale price of $17. (payment
such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and prayer services. Oth- must be received by March 1st.) Corned Beef Dinners may
er suggested traditional practices include increased prayer, be purchased at the door for $20 the day of the event.

scripture and other spiritual readings, almsgiving, personal

sacrifices in food and drink, increased corporeal acts of mercy VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

such a caring for and/or serving the sick and needy. For more We are in need of volunteers to help prepare for the St. Pat's
details on Lenten duties and regulations, including abstinence dinner. Please sign up on the sheets at the entrance of the
and fasting, please pick up the information sheet on the table church.

he back of the church.
at the back of the churc DONATIONS may be left at the back of the church. If it is

perishable, please bring to the clubroom after the Sunday

Join us on Saturday, March 7th for First Saturday Devo- o st e

tion at 9am, for Mass, Rosary and Divine Mercy
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DID YOU KNOW? Children and non-consensual
images: Non-consensual intimate imagery (NCII)
abuse can affect anyone, regardless of age or gender.
In many cases, it can seem like the victim is part of
the distribution of his or her own image. Even
though a child may provide an intimate picture, chil-
dren are not capable of understanding the implica-
tions or coping with perceived pressure to do so. No
matter how an offender obtains intimate material,
the victim’s fear of images being shared can leave
him or her feeling powerless and ashamed. NCII
abuse can be used to further manipulate or blackmail
a victim into more abusive scenarios. For more in-
formation, read the VIRTUS® article “The Take It
Down Act” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know.
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SAVE THE DATES:

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER & BINGO
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

SPRING CLEANING:
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 8AM TO 1PM

PALM SUNDAY &
LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026 (Palm Sunday)

HOLY WEEK:

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 2ND
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD
EASTER VIGIL, SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH
EASTER, SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH

SPRING FESTIVAL AND HOE DOWN
April 26, 2026
Hoe-Down, Chili Cookoff, Games and Country Boutique.

We are now collecting items for the Country Boutique
Store, at the end of April.

Get an early start on spring cleaning! We are in need of
new or gently used items for our country boutique store
for our upcoming fund raiser. Suggested items: small appli-
ances, kitchenware, plates, tea/sake sets, knickknacks, Japanese
items, wallets, scarves & shawls, potted plants, etc. Sorry, No
Tech items, no shoes, no clothing, no large furniture. Items
can be brought to our library.
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LAY fEHMEH  Legion of Mary.......... ..Every Sunday
HotRAOED. ... 3/7/26 First Saturday Devotion.......... 31726
FRMEES. 3/24/26 PPC......... 3/24/26

AbLwF e 7T A....3/22/26 Gtretch & Slow Movement... 3/22/26

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EENICIEHEBREZFHEEAD Z EAFRAINATVET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. BEENTORE(TEZ TF LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/

