DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

APRIL 12, 2026

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, April 11th
5:00 p.m. ‘tSouls of Lizzi & Cyril, (Regina Wickrema)
Sunday, April 12th, Divine Mercy Sunday
8:30 a.m. TSadao H. Kuwamoto, (Etsuko Littlejohn)
10:00 a.m. ‘fRachel Kawahara, (Glenn Kawahara)

Due to repairs in the Rectory this week, we will not have week-
day Masses. Weekday Masses will resume on Tuesday, April
21,2026. Sorry for the inconvenience.

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass:
Sunday Masses:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

English

PARDON OUR DUST!

We just finished repairing the water damage in the Church. We are in
the process of repairing and refreshing the Rectory. There are sever-
al more project in the works over the next few months. We will keep
you posted with the progress.
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

TODAY’S READINGS
can be found in the missalette on pages 141-143
READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Third Sunday of Easter, April 19, 2026

Ist Reading: Acts 2:14, 22-33

Psalm: 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-21

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL 12, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brothers and sisters,

In the gospel reading today we find the disciples locking themselves into a room because they were afraid of the
Jewish authorities. Even though Mary Magdalene had come to them from the empty tomb announcing, “I have seen
the Lord,” this was not enough to overcome their fear. What had been done to Jesus could be done to them? Which
led to their hiding in self-imposed confinement? The turning point came when the risen Lord himself appeared to
them behind their closed doors and helped them over their fear. He did this by breathing on them the Holy Spirit,
filling them new energy and hope, freeing them from fear and releasing them to share in his mission. “As the Father
sent me, so am | sending you,” he said. In the power of the Spirit they came to life and went out from their self-
imposed prison and bear witness to the risen Lord. This is the picture of the disciples that Luke gives us in the first
reading today. He describes a community of believers, the church, withessing to the resurrection both in word and
by the quality of their living.

We can all find ourselves in the situation of those first disciples locked in their hiding place. Any combination of the
“slings and arrows of outrageous fortune” can water down our commitment to following the Lord. Like the disciples
in the gospel reading, we can be tempted to give up on our faith journey. The will to self-preservation can prevent
us from doing what we are capable of doing with the Lord’s help. The wounds we carry from earlier, failed initiatives
make us hesitate to try again. Even when someone seems full of enthusiasm and hope like a Mary Magdalene, we
shrug it off. We let them get on with it, while we hold back and stay safe. The gospel reading today suggests a way
out of our self-imposed confinement. If Magdalene makes no impact on us, the Lord will find another way to enter
our lives and to fill us with new life and energy for his service. No locked doors, nor even locked hearts, can keep
him out. He finds a way to enter the space where we have chosen to retreat and he empowers us to resist what is
holding us back. He does require some openness on our part; at the least some desire on our part to become what
he is calling us to be. The risen Lord never ceases to recreate us and to renew us in his love. Easter is the season
to celebrate the good news.

Just as the disciples were unmoved by the hopeful enthusiasm of Mary Magdalene who announced, “I have seen
the Lord,” so Thomas was unmoved by the witness of the disciples who said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
Thomas, it seems, was an even harder nut to crack than the other disciples. He is one of those people who insist
on certain conditions being met before he makes a move, “Unless | see..” As he had done with the other disciples,
the Lord took Thomas on Thomas” own terms. He accommodated himself to Thomas” conditions, “Put your finger
here..” The gospel reading today implies that the Lord meets us wherever we are. He takes us seriously in all our
fears and doubts. The Lord is prepared to stand on our ground, whatever that ground is, and from there he will
speak to us a word that is suited to our own state of mind and heart. We don’t have to get ourselves to some partic-
ular place in order for the Lord to engage with us. He takes himself to where we are, wherever it is a place of fear or
of doubt. We might pray this Easter season for the openness to receive the Lord’s coming into the concrete circum-
stances of our own lives, so that we too might say with Thomas, “My Lord and my God.” We might also pray that,
like the Lord, we would receive others where they are, rather than where we would like them to be.

Fr Doan
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Fr Doan Hoang, S.J. will be retiring at the end of June this
year.

We are planning a Retirement Party in June. The invitations
will be sent out at the beginning of May and will be limited to
150 people.

We are looking for entertainment from our parishioners. If
you would like volunteer to entertain or help plan Father's retire-
ment party, please contact the office at (213)626-2279 or in-
fo@sfxcjcc.org

St Patrick’s Dinner and Bingo Report is finally ready!
Thank you to all those who supported our St Pat’s fundraiser.

The funds raised will be used toward facility repairs and mainte-
nance and also our continuing ministries.
The report is available at the back of the church.

We wish to Thank Yuri Livingston, who passed away last
August for naming St Francis Xavier Chapel in her Trust.
Fr Doan would like to invite Yuri’s friends at St Francis
Xavier for a Mass on Saturday, May 2nd at 9am in honor
of Yuri Livingston. The First Saturday prayers devotion
will follow afterwards.

“Have You Remembered”
your parish in your will or trust?
Our correct legal title is:
The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles,
A Corporation Sole for the benefit of:
St Francis Xavier Chapel -
Japanese Catholic Center

For further information, please contact
The Office of Planned Giving at (213) 637-7512

PlannedGiving@LA-Archdiocese.org
www.ADLALegacy.org
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DID YOU KNOW? Special liturgies to be held at
Gardens of Healing for Child Abuse Prevention
Month: The Office of Victims Assistance Ministry is
collaborating with the parishes where the five Gar-
dens of Healing are located, to hold special liturgies
throughout April in recognition of Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month. Dedicated to those harmed by sexual
abuse, in their family, church or community, the Gar-
dens of Healing are located at St. Camillus Pastoral
Center in Boyle Heights, Our Lady of the Assump-
tion Parish in Ventura, St. Francis de Sales Parish in
Sherman Oaks, St. Bernadette Parish in Los Ange-
les, and Our Lady of Refuge in Long Beach. The
gardens offer a sacred space for all those impacted
by abuse to seek comfort and solace. For details
about the special liturgies and more information
about the Gardens of Healing, please visit lacatho-
lics.org/healing-gardens.

SAVE THE DATES:
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SAVE THE DATES:

SPRING FESTIVAL AND HOE DOWN
April 26, 2026
Hoe-Down, Chili Cookoff, Games
& Country Boutique.

WE ARE NOW COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE
Country Boutique Store.

Get an early start on spring cleaning! We are in need of
new or gently used items for our country boutique store
for our upcoming fund raiser. Suggested items: small ap-
pliances, kitchenware, plates, tea/sake sets, knickknacks,
Japanese items, wallets, scarves & shawls, potted plants,
etc. Sorry, No Tech items, no shoes, no clothing, no
large furniture. Please bring items to the library or the back
of the church by April 19th.

DO YOU HAVE A GREAT CHILI RECIPE?
We are accepting entries for the 2nd Annual Chili Cookoff!.
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The Maryknoll Magazine came out with a short arti-
cle about our new Mural. Copies of the Maryknoll
Magazine are available at the back of the church and in
the clubroom.
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7% %% DATES TO REMEMBER

LAY fE AR Legion of Mary.......... ..Every Sunday
HI— L T22T479k . 4/26/26 - Spring Hoedown & Festival....4/26/26
FH-THADED. ... 5/2/26 PPC.....ccovvevieeeerarerai, 4/28/26
ABEZEAS. . 5/2/26 First Saturday Devotion.......... 5/2/26

ARbyF e 7T A..5/24/26 Giretch & Slow Movement......5/24/26

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
RENICEIFEARELFHLAL I ENHFRAENTOET,

NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EE2NTOMEIFIEZ TT LY,

LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. [tems will be retained for only one month.
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