THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 8, 2026

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDEM

Saturday, March 7th
9:00 a.m. For our Parish
5:00 p.m. In Thanksgiving for Regina, Jeslis & Family,
(Regina Wickrema)

Sunday, March 8th
8:30 a.m. ‘tReiko Ono, (Kazuko Ono)
10:00 a.m. °f Hiro Murakami, t Noby Murakami &
t Osam Murakami, (The Murakami Family)

Monday, March 9th, NO MASS

Tuesday, March 10th
12:05 p.m. For First Responders and the Military

Wednesday, March 11th
12:05 p.m. FRose and *Leonard Littlejohn,
(Etsuko Littlejohn)
Thursday, March 12th
12:05 p.m. For the Elderly and Sick of the Parish

Friday, March 13th
12:05 p.m. For our parish

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Weekday Masses are at 12:05 p.m. on
Tuesdays Wednesdays, Thursday & Fridays.

No Mass on Mondays
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

TODAY’S READINGS

can be found in the missalette on pages 79-82

READINGS OR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 15, 2026

Ist Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Psalm: 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5,6
2nd Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
For the daily readings or go to: WW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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ST. PATRICK’S DINNER AND BINGO
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 8, 2026

Fr. Doan’s Corner
Dear brothers and sisters,

Water is the major theme of the gospel. Jesus asked for a drink then offered the woman or living
water. The term was deliberately ambiguous. Ordinary people, of course, didn’t have running wa-
ter in their homes. That why they all have to come to a well nearby to draw water. The woman in-
terpreted the term “living water” to mean a fountain water or a spring. She had no idea that the
living water Jesus was talking about was the water that would lead to eternal life. Life, as we all
know, depends on water. Recently in the news they have been talking about whether there was
water on the planet Mars and if so, how recently it existed there. The main issue, of course, is if
the water was there at one time, then life could have existed there too. There is no life without wa-
ter. Similarly, we Christians see our own beginning in the life of grace starting with the water, the
water of baptism.

Another feature of today’s gospel is to notice this woman gradually coming to know Jesus in fuller
and deeper way. She initially addresses Jesus as “sir,” a polite title, then she recognizes him as a
prophet, then she begins to believe he is the Christ, that is, the Messiah. In her excitement she
forgot about the water she came to get and ran into the town to tell everyone about him. The
town’s people concluded that he was even more than the Jewish Messiah, the savior of the Jews,
but he was truly the savior of the world.

Everything in today’s gospel started with a conversation between Jesus and the woman. And so,
we will never get to know the Lord if we don’t take time to talk with him. He comes in ordinary
ways and shows up the mystery about himself in such simple things as water, bread and wine
which is the most needed for our human life on earth. The important thing is to make time to lis-
ten, to respond, and to have conversation with God. We need such a prayer in our daily life. We
never get to know anyone in life without spending time with them, and so, if the Lord is important
to us, we need to set time aside to spend with him too.

Fr. Doan
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THE LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION WILL BE Next Sunday we will have a Collection for Aid to
ON SUNDAY, MARCH 22nd at 11:30pm. Please the Church in Central and Eastern Europe
sign up at the entrance of the church.

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER AND BINGO

Day Light Saving Times started this weekend.

SFXCJCC and the Maryknoll Karate Club are

LENT: All are encouraged, during Lent, to participate joining forces to bring you a new way to cele-
in the Eucharistic liturgy, in the sacrament of pen- brate St. Patrick’s Day. We will be dining-in and
ance, in devotions such as Stations of the Cross, vig- playing BINGO in Maryknoll Auditorium for St. Pat-
ils and prayer services. Other suggested traditional rick'’s Day this year! The proceeds will be used for
practices include increased prayer, scripture and oth- Building Maintenance and our ministries.

er spiritual readings, almsgiving, personal sacrifices
in food and drink, increased corporeal acts of mercy
such a caring for and/or serving the sick and needy.

DINNERS MAY STILL BE ORDERED OR
PURHASED on Sunday, March 15th at the door.

For more details on Lenten duties and regulations, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
including abstinence and fasting, please pick up the We are in need of volunteers to help prepare for the
information sheet on the table at the back of the St. Pat’s dinner. Please sign up on the sheets at the

church. entrance of the church.
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lacatholics. org/reporting—child-abuse % Z%&IZIZ
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DID YOU KNOW? What to do when a child dis-
closes abuse: Receiving a disclosure of abuse is a
huge responsibility — and one that must be and led
properly to ensure the child’s safety. First and fore-
most, it is important to remain calm, and to let the
child know that you are listening and taking them
seriously. Assure them that you believe their words,

and that you want to help. As soon as possible, alt-
hough not while the child is talking to you, take
notes and record details, and then report what was
disclosed to you to the proper authorities. For more
tips, visit lacatholics.org/reporting-child-abuse and
read the VIRTUS® article “When a Child Disclos-
es” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know.

SAVE THE DATES:
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SAVE THE DATES:

ST. PATRICK'S DINNER & BINGO
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

SPRING CLEANING:
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 8AM TO 1PM

PALM SUNDAY &
LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION
SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026 (Palm Sunday)

HOLY WEEK:

HOLY THURSDAY APRIL 2ND
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD
EASTER VIGIL, SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH
EASTER, SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH

SPRING FESTIVAL AND HOE DOWN
April 26, 2026
Hoe-Down, Chili Cookoff, Games and Country Boutique.

We are now collecting items for the Country Boutique
Store, at the end of April.

Get an early start on spring cleaning! We are in need of
new or gently used items for our country boutique store
for our upcoming fund raiser. Suggested items: small appli-
ances, kitchenware, plates, tea/sake sets, knickknacks, Japanese
items, wallets, scarves & shawls, potted plants, etc. Sorry, No
Tech items, no shoes, no clothing, no large furniture. ltems
can be brought to our library.
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7% %% DATES TO REMEMBER

LAY mH®EH  Legion of Mary.......... .. Every Sunday
HotRADOELS. ... 3/7/26  First Saturday Devotion.......... 3/726

BN Y v 7T 4 F—..3/15/26 St Patrick’s Dinner ... 3/15/26
AbLwyTF 7T AL..3/22/26 Giretch & Slow Movement... 3/22/26
TR EES. 3/24/26 PPC..o 3/24/26

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EENICIEHEBREZFHEEAD Z EAFRAINATVET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. BEENTORE(TEZ TF LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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