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DID YOU KNOW? The importance of check-
ing references: A reference check is a profes-
sional investigation that can provide invaluable
information to protect your organization.
Among the steps to take when hiring an em-
ployee, enlisting a volunteer, or retaining an
outside vendor or other independent party, the
reference check is unique as it allows to de-
fend against a wide range of risks. Through the
reference check, the organization can learn
about the applicant’s strengths, weaknesses,
past performance, and other qualitative and
subjective characteristics, including any risky,
unsafe, or unacceptable behavior. For more
information, read the VIRTUS® article
“Reference Checks, Part |: Your Best De-
fense,” on lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary time

February 19, 2023

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR

—9 52—

EDEHEYISR
AH. FEIBISD LY., R—IL- A A SAIZEEE
DEIKYDEVFERA U MEBBEFLET, A—1
ST, BB DO RO ECHE A I EIRE CHE
LTLIEEVWET,

AMLYyFERITA
3H26H (HMEH) ZFRITIFF2057 1228 &
TIT4ET 4 B H—2

EEMISR
3H19H (HMEH) A-Ril1EF20%y

mAaEEnERES
BoTBHOLEWEZLET,

-CLASSES-

PLANTING YOUR GARDEN FOR SPRING:
Come join us Today at 11:15am for tip and pointer from
Paul Ishii on planting your spring garden. Paul will have a
limited number of vegetable seedlings and seeds for the par-
ticipants.

STRETCH & SLOW MOVEMENT KATA
Sunday, February 26, 2023 at 11:20
Room AC2

SELF DEFENSE CLASS
Sunday, March 19th at 11:20 am.

LENTEN DAY OF RECOLECTOIN
Date to be announced.

MASS SCHEDULE

Mass Intentions for the Week: £ H D&M
Saturday, February 18, 2023 Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
5:00 p.m. For First Responders and the Military Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.  Japanese
10:00 a.m.  English

Sunday, February 19, 2023
8:30 a.m. ‘tAtsushi Tamagawa,
10:00 a.m  TFukutaro Suzuki & TJoe Nakamura

No Weekday Masses while Fr Doan is away on retreat.

No Weekday Mass until Fr Doan returns in mid-March
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ST PATRICK’S FUNDRAISER:
VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS are needed. Sign up sheets
are at the back of the church.
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
First Sunday of Lent
Sunday, February 26, 2023

1* Reading: Gemesos 2:7-9, 3:1-7

Psalm: 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17

2" Reading: Romans 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
RENICEIFEHAREZFHLAL S ENHFRAENTOET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EERNTOREIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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Fr Doan is away vacation & month long retreat and will be return-
ing mid-March. Please keep him in your prayers while he is on
retreat.

Please welcome
Fr. Lan Ngé, S.J. who will be celebrating the Saturday Vigil Masses.
Fr Wajira Nampet, S.J.. who will be celebrating the Sunday Masses.
Ash Wednesday will be Fr. Joseph Donovan, M.M. at the 12:05pm
Mass with Ashes.
Confessions will be available on Sunday after the 10am Mass.

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: will be on the 1st Thursdays
of the month after the noon Mass. Also available at
anytime, please call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary time February 12, 2023
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Message from Fr. Doan
Dear brothers and sisters,

At first, the attitudes Jesus asks from us are baffling. He tells us not to offer resistance, not take
revenge, to turn out other cheek, to lend out what we have, to go even further than people force
us to go with them. He seems to invite us to be meek, and humble. He seems to invite us to be
passive and stupid: doormats over which the whole rest of humanity can work without any diffi-
culty. He seems to be preaching a kind of slave mentality in which we should not mind being
exploited by others, staying passive and inert before injustice.

How do the priests who love and work for the poor, who are promoting the Church’s move-
ments of Justice and Peace could have preached in this kind of passivity, the kind of submis-
sion in which misery is tolerated in the name of the gospel? However, if we are looking carefully
at what Jesus had spoken and done in his life, we will discovered that Jesus had not preached
that type of passivity. It is true that he preaches nonviolence, but it is not true that he tells us to
be doormats.

He said: “If anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer him your left one.” When he was hit him-
self, however, he did not — according to the Gospel of John (18:22-23) — turn his other cheek,
but he said to his attacker, challenging him: “If what | said was wrong, tell me. If | was right, why
did you hit me?” That is what he did when he was hit on his right cheek. He asked for a justifica-
tion. That is the way we should respond to those who degrade us: we should work at their
changeover, at their conversion.

Being a doormat does not serve any purpose. Being a doormat is not going to help. A doormat
does not care. We should care for ourselves, but also for those who mistreat us. If we love our
enemies, as we love ourselves, we should hope for their changeover, for their conversion. If we
love our enemies, then we have to challenge them in the view of their and also our salvation.

Fr Doan

OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.

ASH WEDNESDAY is this Wednesday, February 22nd
and is the beginning of Lent. Please join us at 12:05

Last Weekend's Donations: $1594.00

p.m. Masses followed by distribution of ashes. All are

encouraged, during Lent, to participate in the Eucharistic
liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in devotions such as
Stations of the Cross, vigils and prayer services. Other

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Jean Tanibata
who recently passed away

suggested traditional practices include increased prayer,

scripture and other spiritual readings, almsgiving, personal
sacrifices in food and drink, increased corporeal acts of
mercy such a caring for and/or serving the sick and needy.
For more details on Lenten duties and regulations, includ-

In observance of President’ day, the
office will be closed on Monday, Feb.
20th & will reopen on Tuesday, Feb 21st
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ing abstinence and fasting, please pick up the information
sheet on the table at the back of the church.

THIS IS FOLLOW-UP WEEKEND FOR
TOGETHER IN MISSION
Archbishop Gomez invites us to make our annual commit-

SPECIAL COLLECTION: EARTHQUAKE RELIEF for
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ment to help those parishes and schools that need our help.
If you have made a gift in the past, a letter should arrive in
your home this week asking you to renew your support. You
can return that pledge card via mail or make your pledge at
ourmissionla.org/give. Our parish goal this year is $11, 703.
Envelopes are inside the bulletin and in the pews. Please
be generous to those parishes that are less fortunate.

TURKEY & SYRIA this weekend and next weekend.

Please use the Society for the Propagation of the Faith en-
velopes inside this weeks bulletin or Memo: Turkey/Syria
Natural Disaster. You may also make the donation online
by going to Https://missiosla.org/product/donate or use the
QR code on the flyer.




