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DID YOU KNOW? The importance of check-
ing references: A reference check is a profes-
sional investigation that can provide invaluable
information to protect your organization.
Among the steps to take when hiring an em-
ployee, enlisting a volunteer, or retaining an
outside vendor or other independent party, the
reference check is unique as it allows to de-
fend against a wide range of risks. Through the
reference check, the organization can learn
about the applicant’s strengths, weaknesses,
past performance, and other qualitative and
subjective characteristics, including any risky,
unsafe, or unacceptable behavior. For more
information, read the VIRTUS® article
“Reference Checks, Part |: Your Best De-
fense,” on lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.

First Sunday of Lent

February 26, 2023

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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-CLASSES-

STRETCH & SLOW MOVEMENT KATA
Sunday, February 26, 2023 at 11:20
Room AC2

SELF DEFENSE CLASS
Sunday, March 19th at 11:20 am.

LENTEN DAY OF RECOLECTOIN
Date to be announced.

Thank you to Paul Ishii for teaching the Spring Planting Class
last Sunday.

MASS SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 26, 2023
8:30 a.am. ‘FMomoe Ono
10:00 a.m  TGitaro Teramoto

No Weekday Masses while Fr Doan is away on retreat.

Mass Intentions for the Week: £ H D&M
Saturday, February 25, 2023 Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
5:00 p.m. ‘fFortunato A. Gupit, Sr, Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.  Japanese
TReiko Moreno & TEd Moreno 10:00 a.m.  English

No Weekday Mass until Fr Doan returns in mid-March
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VOLUNTEERS OPORTUNITIES!
Do you have a few hours spare? Looking for something to
do? Want to help the parish but don’t know how?
Do you have a talents that you can share with the parish?
Have a hobby, who about teaching a class bout your hobby?
Can give a ride to church from Sakura Garden or Hollenbeck
Palms? Help with the St. Patrick’s or Spirit of Aloha Fund-
raisers. Please call the office for volunteer opportunities.

DATES TO REMEMBER 17 T &
ANy TFEET T A..2/26/23 Stretch & Slow Kata......... 2/26/23
BhSES 3/5/23  Auxiliary Meeting............ 3/5/23
BN v 7T 7 —..3/12/23 St Patrick’s Fundraiser....3/12/23
HHM T T A 3/19/23  Self Defense Class.......... 3/19/23
FRESS 3/20/23

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Second Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 5, 2023
1* Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm: 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22
2" Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-b-10
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
RENICEIFEHAREZFHLAL S ENHFRAENTOET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EERNTOREIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
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Fr Doan is away vacation & month long retreat and will be return-
ing mid-March. Please keep him in your prayers while he is on
retreat.

Please WELCOME:
Fr. Lan Ngé, S.J. who will be celebrating this Saturday’s Vigil Mass.
Fr Wajira Nampet, S.J.. who will be celebrating this Sunday’s Masses.

Next Week, Fr Joe Donovan, M.M. will be celebrating the weekend
Masses.

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: will be on the 1st Thursdays
of the month after the noon Mass. Also available at
anytime, please call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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Message from Fr. Doan

Dear brothers and sisters,

Jesus was hardly known, up to the moment of his baptism by John. Before that, he was only as well-
known as you and | are, by our family and friends. Nobody paid any special attention to him. But then,
suddenly, they knew him, because of his Heavenly Father revealed him at the moment he stepped into
the water on front of John the Baptizer. Heaven opened, a voice was heard; the Spirit was seen on
him. He was revealed in all his power, with all his mission to change this world into another one.

His first reaction was to run away and to hide. He stayed in the desert for forty days, and then the Spirit
that had driven him into the desert drove him out of the desert again, and his public life began. Immedi-
ately he was tempted — not only then, but all through his life. He was tempted by temptations that are
known to any of us who possess some skill, authority, education, or influence. Any graduate who gets
a job, any teacher, secretary, boss, specialist, director, lawyer, doctor, or anyone among us has those
very same temptations.

The old enemy said: “Use your skill and power and all that, to get for yourself bread,” or in other word |
can say, “to get for yourself the dough that bread is really made of: money!” It is the most common trick
of the human enemy, and also the most human common fall. Then the enemy put him on the temple
roof, and said, “Throw yourself into these temple affairs and angels will carry you, and people will ap-
plaud you.” And then the enemy put him on a mountaintop and showed him all the political power in
the world, and he said, “What about this? If you won't fall for money, and if you won't fall for honor,
then at least fall for the thing that human persons all are falling for. It is to have power over many oth-
ers.” Again Jesus said, “No, Not this world! It is too much yours with its atomic bombs, its life-killing
machines and gunpowder, and its political power! | came to save, you know! | came to redeem human-
ity, you must understand that; and my world is full of justice and integrity, full of life and dignity.”

Dear brothers and sisters, if we give ourselves in money, honor, and glory with its power, this world will
not change and we will not be with him. However, if we fell down and get lost in some ways, he will for-
give us. He understands it, because he was tempted, too. However, we will be the load which he car-
ried on his shoulders on his way to Calvary.

Fr Doan
— oo ~CoeCc I o —

OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.
Last Weekend'’s Donations: $1,768.25

PLEASE PRAY FOR BISHOP DAVE O’'CONNELL & HIS
FAMILY IN IRELAND. Pray for the St. John Vianney Parish
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Community and the San Gabriel Valley Regional Offices of

THANK YOU FR. WAJIRA NAMPET & Fr Lan Nao the Archdiocese during this tragic time.

This is the last weekend , Fr Wajira “Wantanabe” Nampet
& Fr Lan Ngo will be celebrating Mass for us.
We hope they will be back to visit us soon.

TODAY SPECIAL COLLECTION: EARTHQUAKE RELIEF
for TURKEY & SYRIA: Please use the Society for the Prop-
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agation of the Faith envelopes inside this weeks bulletin or
Memo: Turkey/Syria Natural Disaster. You may also make
the donation online by going to Https://missiosla.org/product/
donate or use the QR code on the flyer.

LENT: All are encouraged to participate in the Eucharistic
liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in devotions such as
Stations of the Cross, vigils and prayer services. Other sug-
gested traditional practices include increased prayer, scrip-

ture and other spiritual readings, almsgiving, personal sacri-
ST PATRICK’S FUNDRAISER:

March 3rd is the last day to order your St. Patrick din-
ners. Order forms are at the back of the church.

VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS are needed. Sign up sheets
are at the back of the church.

fices in food and drink, increased corporeal acts of mercy
such a caring for and/or serving the sick and needy. For
more details on Lenten duties and regulations, including
abstinence and fasting, please pick up the information
sheet on the table at the back of the church.




