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DID YOU KNOW? Basic guidelines for airport safe-
ty: Flying for the holidays is stressful, and it’s even
more so when you add children to the equation. Air-
ports are large, unfamiliar places flooded with crowds,
and parents need to take extra precautions to make
sure everyone arrives safely at their destination. Con-
sider taking a family airport selfie so you have a cur-
rent picture of what everyone is wearing in case you
get separated. Talk to your children about “safe
strangers” — TSA agents, flight attendants, trusted
adults — they can ask for help. Go over the travel
plans so that your children know where you’re going,
what airline you’re flying, and where you should meet.
For more information, please visit,
https://www.mamamia.com.au/travelling-with-kids-

airport-safety/.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR POPE FRANCIS, our Holy Father cel-
ebrated the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination to the priest-
hood on December 13. Archbishop Jose Gomez ask that we
pray the following for Pope Francis.

Father of mercy, we come before you with gratitude for
the fifty years of priesthood of Pope Francis, whom you
have made Peter’s successor. Support him with the
Spirit’s gifts, so that he can continue to preach the Gos-
pel with priestly zeal and lead the Church with wisdom
and strength and courage. May his example of long and
faithful service be an inspiration to your priest and to all
your faithful. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
WIS vRa - FEDAHE ARI MY v rbr 57—

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR

CHURCH ENVELOPE SETS are available in the vestibule of the
Church. If you would like to receive a set of Sunday offertory
envelopes or would like to register with the parish, please call
the Rectory.

CALENDARS There has been a delay in the delivery of the
2020 Calendars. They will be available next weekend.

TODAY
Sunday School Christmas Play at 10am Mass
Advent Day of Recollection in AC3 at 11:30am

FATHER CHU NGO, S.J., ASSOCIATE PASTOR
MASS SCHEDULE
Mass Intentions = H DEM Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00 p.m. English
Saturday, December 14th Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese
5:00 p.m. Masayoshi Kurahashi (Health), (Aki Kurahashi) 10:00 a.m.  English
Sunday, December 15th Mon-Fri 12:05 p.m. English
8:30 a.m. “tDoris Joko, (Yoko Makiyama) SHOCER
10:00 a.m. tLorraine & Khan Nakano, (Cathy Harada)
Monday, December 16th iﬁfa 411%_55%” *EEEE
12:05 p.m.. “TAntonio Ferrer, Jr, & Philip Sia, (Leah Sia-Ferrer) HEZH : *TBE;’H: E?’:"‘“
Tuesday, December 17th FRT108F e
12:05 p.m. tMary Poon, (Maureen Fear and Family) AlE-€ER : FRI28555 wEE

Wednesday, December 18th

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

12:05 p.m.  All Family Members of the ‘FMarian Fujimoto

Family
Thursday, December 19th
12:05 p.m. ‘tAvelina Fuentes & Tito Sia, (Leah Sia-Ferrer)
Friday, December 20th
12:05 p.m. “FDoris Joko, (Kijoon & Akiko Shin)
Saturday, December 21st
5:00 p.m. tTakeo C. Taiyoshi, (Elaine Taiyoshi)

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations of
the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Available between the Masses on Sundays.
Confessions are also available by appointment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrangements
at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: will be on the 1st Thursdays of
the month after the noon Mass. Also available at anytime,
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Altar Svc: Sho Koyama, Kotaro Fujita
Readers: Tazue Araki, Emiko Koyama

Euch. Mins: Noriko Claus, Atsuko Nishimura
Commentator: Kenji Matsumoto

17=F5E DATES TO REMEMBER

4 U A A, 12/25/19 Christmas ........................ 12/25/19
N T A Ladies Guild Meeting ............ 1/5/20

LT g — A« U RES . 1/5/20

Satma B pilery Meeting..... . 1/5/20

o | /12/20 Bible Study...................... 11121120

gipa T g a0 Shinnenkai.....i 1119/20

please call the Rectory Office.

December 22, 2019 10 am_Mass
Altar Sve: Russell Sasaki, Jonathan Nishi, Jamie Sobarzo
Readers: Kent Hori, Judy Kokawa
Euch. Minst: Jes Carrera, Anna Sobarzo, Kijoon Shin

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EERNICEIFREZFFELRAL C ENFATSATNET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EERNTOREFEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. Items will be retained for only one month.
S, BEEBEFMCHVEE TSV, —7 AR RE N LET,

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.

Sunday, December 15, 2019 MR

1" Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 FALOWIE: AOLBOITAERY S1- VORI,
2nd Readll’lg R’Omal”ls 1 . 1 _7 g.l%%ﬁﬁ%?%}jﬁi_@asﬁ:ﬁ L\ébﬂ—Féb\o

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 W3LOWE: SHRA. FaiskREL 10BNDIHOR,
D3LDIEDE ST HIGEIEE T,

Please see the missalette for the. Daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brothers and sisters,

You might be surprised when you heard the question of John the Baptist in today’s gospel. You
should not forget that John had been a monk all his life, living in the desert, dressing in skins, eat-
ing insects, drinking dirty swamp water. John was accustomed to being far from the world, praying
day and night. | think that John expected something to change drastically with the arrival of the
Messiah. He expected Jesus stress prayer, going to the temple and the synagogue, charismatic
alleluias, rosary crusades, the public singing of psalms, and thing like that.

| assume that when John read Isaiah (the 1st reading of today), he hoped that after the Messiah
came, all people from all nations would go up to the temple in enormous, colorful processions. But
John might have overlooked where Isaiah said that this world would start to change under God’s

influence through the efforts of the faithful.

Jesus listened to John’s messengers and told them: “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no of-
fense at me.” The wilderness is changing, the wasteland is blooming, and the glory of God is on its

way.

The disciples went back to tell John the message. | hope John understood, and | hope we also un-
derstand, too. Because | am afraid that, we sometimes are too much like John. As Christians, we
are willing to pray, we are willing to go to church, to say rosary after rosary, to be faithful to all
kinds of spiritual exercises, build church all over, plant statues on hilltops, and so on.

Is that one of the reasons that people around us, who are waiting for a change in this world are
giving up hope in us? Are they saying to one another what John, for another reason, said of Je-
sus: “Are they really the ones, or have we got to wait for others?”

Church may be full, but is there justice in the world? Even very dull spiritual exercises are faithfully
kept to, but do our life decisions make blind see, the lame walk, the dead rise? Are we good news

among the poor of this world? Are you?

Fr. Doan
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OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.
Last Sunday’s offering was $1,917.00.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: , the Sunday School students will per-
form the Christmas Play during 10am Mass

Today is the ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION at 11:30
in the AC3. If you didn’t register, you can still attend.
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RED POINSETTIAS are needed to decorate our Chapel for
Christmas. You can be a part of the preparation to welcome Ba-
by Jesus by donating red poinsettias. Please
bring 6” potted poinsettias and leave them in the
chapel between Sunday, December 22nd and
Christmas Eve. You may also drop them off at
the Office when the church is closed. Special
flower envelopes are also available in the vesti-
bule of the Church.

The Religious give thanks. “Thank you’ hardly seems ade-
quate to convey what it means to us,” says a Catholic sister of
the financial assistance her community received from the
Retirement Fund for Religious. Prayer-filled thanks for your
donation to last week’s collection..

THANKYOU TO ALL THOSE WHO CAME OUT FOR THE
ST FRANCIS XAVIER FESTIVAL LAST SUNDAY. A SPE-
CIAL THANK YOU goes out to the SFX Auxiliary, The
Ladies Guild, Xavier Kai, The Maryknoll Karate and Boy
Scouts for all their hard work behind the scenes, as well
as all our volunteers, groups and tenants for making it a
fun day!.




