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DID YOU KNOW? Make a playground
checklist: Parents sometimes think of play-
grounds as “drop zones” for their kids — keep
an eye or an ear out, but otherwise settle in on
a bench while your child burns off energy.
Nearly 170,000 children were injured on play-
grounds in 2019, and a few moments of care-
ful attention could keep your child from join-
ing those ranks. When you get to a play-
ground, check out the surfaces underneath the
equipment, especially equipment that allows
children to jump or hang from it. The ground
surface should be soft and shock absorbent.
Check equipment for visible dangers — loose
or missing pieces, sharp angles, broken sup-
ports, etc. For more tips, get a copy of the
VIRTUS® article “Playground Checklist” at
http://www.la-archdiocese.org/org/protecting/
Pages/VIRTUS-Current-Online-Articles.aspx.
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ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012
Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

Our Sunday Bulletins are now available online at https://sfxcjcc.org/bulletins

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
FATHER CHU NGO, S.J., ASSOCIATE PASTOR

If you would like purchase tickets for the Boy
Scout Pancake Breakfast, you can see Norm Ko-
kawa after the Masses on Sunday. Presale tickets
are $5 or $6 the day of the breakfast.

ST PATRICK’S DAY LUNCH
March 15, 2020, 10:30am to 2pm
Volunteers and Donations Needed.

Please see the sign up sheets at the back of Church.
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iT¥F5E DATES TO REMEMBER

JROKIER. ..., 2/26/20 Ash Wednesday................. 2/26/20
EHRWES. ... ... 2/21-23/20 Religious Ed Congress...2/21 to 2/23
L7 —A - ¥ R4 3/1/20 Ladies Guild Meeting ............. 3/1/20
BBARES 3/1/20 Auxiliary Meeting.................. 3/1/20
FBZEE S 3/1/20 Parish Council Meeting......... 3/1/20
WMERIE. 3/8/20 Bible Study..........ccocovrnnenn. 3/8/20
ANy TFo 3/15/20 St Patrick’s Luncheon.......... 3/15/20
Jammin...... ... ... .. 3/22/20 Jammin.........cccceveirennen. 3/22/20
PUAERBME. ............3/29/20 Lenten Day of Recollection..3/29/20

SHOEM

Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 15th
5:00 p.m. °FMark Taiyoshi, (Elaine Taiyoshi)
Sunday, February 16th
8:30 a.m. ‘TAtsushi Tamagawa, (Aki Kurahashi)
10:00 a.m. ‘tJorge Castro,( The Mora Family)

Monday, February 17th President’s Day. No Mass
Tuesday, February 18th

12:05 p.m. ‘tAntonio Ferrer, Jr. & FPhilip Sia, (Leah Sia-Ferrer)

Wednesday, February 12th

12:05 p.m. All Family Members of the ‘FMarian Fujimoto Family

Thursday, February 20th
12:05 p.m. ‘tAvelina Fuentes & Tito Sia, (Leah Sia-Ferrer)
Friday, February 21st No Mass

Saturday, February 22nd
5:00 p.m. ‘FAkiko Taiyoshi, (Elaine Taiyoshi)

f
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese
10:00 a.m. English
Mon-Fri 12:05 p.m. English
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
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Altar Svc: Sho Koyama, Kotaro Fujita
Readers: Atsuko Nishimura, Junko Reagh
Euch. Mins:

Commentator: Kenji Matsumoto

February 23,2020 10 am Mass

Altar Sve:  Remi Yoshimoto-Hayashi, Jamie Sobarzo
Emi Bristow-Ingkom
Readers: Gifford Saneto, Judy Kokawa

Euch. Minst: Jes Carrera

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
EERNICEIFREZFFELRAL C ENFATSATNET,
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EERNTOREFEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. [tems will be retained for only one month.
S, BEEEFMCHONEE TSV, — 7 ARDOBRE N LET,

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, February 23, 2020
1* Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
Psalm: 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13
2" Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:16-23
Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48
Please see the missalette for the. Daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Available between the Masses on Sun-
days. Confessions are also available by appointment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrangements
at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: will be on the 1st Thursdays of
the month after the noon Mass. Also available at anytime,
please call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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Message from Fr. Doan

Dear brothers and sisters,

We notice a potentially fruitful tension between the Gospel and the first reading from Sirach. While Jesus
makes the commandments even more demanding, Sirach claims that we can keep the commandments if
only we really want to. Both readings are very direct and there’s no missing the message.

One approach to today’s Scriptures would be to take them as pointers and ideals for Christian morality.
Jesus forbids not merely murder, as the most extreme form of disregard for another person, but also lesser
forms of injuring others. What unites the three faults he lists (losing one’s temper, using insulting names
and of refusing to forgive) is that in each case another person’s feelings are trampled underfoot. The im-
portance of forgiveness is shown by the fact that it comes before strictly religious duties, and presumably
the same priority is assigned to the other two matters. So the point Jesus makes is that one must respect
not simply people’s right to life but also their right to dignity and self-respect.

Then he speaks about sexual purity, but broadening it out to purity of intention in general. A mere legal ob-
servance is utterly insufficient for Jesus. The words about self-mutilation have never been understood liter-
ally by the Church and are best understood as a parable to express vividly the disastrous effects of sin.
The correction he makes of the Old Law disallows an abuse which Moses tolerated, namely remarriage
after divorce. The exceptive clause (“except on the ground of unchastity”) has long been debated, but its
main interpretation in the Catholic Church is that it refers to a previous marriage that was prohibited by
Jewish laws. The only divorce permitted is one where there was no real marriage, and Jesus was simply
reaffirming the sanctity of the marriage bond, as in Genesis “the two shall become one flesh” — a loving,

interdependent unity.

The prohibition of oaths has not been taken as literally by the Catholic Church as it has by some other
Christians. Jesus held that oaths should not be necessary at all, if there is a general a atmosphere of trust
and truth-telling. In such a society reinforcement by oaths would not be needed. This it is an atmosphere
of openness and mutual confidence which Jesus promoted. What he teaches by his corrections of the Law

is a morality of values held from the heart.

Fr. Doan
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OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.
Last Sunday’s offering was $1,616.52
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Last weekend, Archbishop Gomez invited all Catholics
to make their annual commitment to the 2019 Together
in Mission Appeal. This year, our parish has been
asked to raise $12,051. If you and your family have not
had the opportunity to make your pledge, | ask you to
complete a pledge card found in the pews, or make
your pledge online by visiting ourmissionla.org/give.

Your gifts to Together in Mission ensure that every
Catholic living in the Archdiocese has a parish to cele-
brate their faith and access to Catholic school educa-
tion. You are living your faith through your actions when
you support Together in Mission.

In observance of President’ day, there
will be NO Noon Mass and the office
> will be closed on Monday, Feb. 17th
& and will reopen on Tuesday, Feb 18th.

ASH WEDNESDAY is on Wednesday,

. Feb. 26th and is the beginning of Lent.
Please join us at 12:05 p.m. or 6:00
p.m. Masses followed by distribution
of ashes.

BREAKING THE FAST ON ASH WEDNESDAY: The

SFX Auxiliary invites everyone, including your family
and friends, to the Clubroom after the 6:00 pm Mass
on Ash Wednesday for a bowl of Udon.




