FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2024

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
JAPANESE CATHOLIC CENTER
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222 S HEWITT STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012

Parish office Hours: M-F 9am to 1pm and 2pm to Spm
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Tel: (213)626-2279 Email: info@sfxcjcc.org
For additional information, please visit our Parish Website:
www.SFXCJCC.org

FATHER DOAN HOANG, S.J., PASTOR
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Mass Intentions = HDEM
Saturday, February 17th
5:00 p.m. For Peace and Reconciliation

Sunday, February 18th
8:30 a.m. tFukutaro Suzuki, & TJoe Nakamura
(Birthdays), (The Nakamura Family)

10:00 a.m. FCatherine S. Daddario, (Sumiko Takase)

Monday, February 19th Presidents Day No Mass
Tuesday, February 20th No Mass

Wednesday, February 21st
12:05 p.m. All Family Members of the ‘FMarian Fujimoto
Family

Thursday, February 22nd
12:05 p.m. For First Responders and the Military

Friday, February 23rd
12:05 p.m.  For Peace and Reconciliation

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
First Sunday of Lent
February 18, 2024

1*Reading: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
Psalm:: Psalm 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19
2" Reading: Romans 8:31b-34
Gospel: Mark 9:2-10
Please see the missalette for the daily readings or go to:
WWW.USCCB.org/bible/readings
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. English
Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m. Japanese

10:00 a.m. English

Please join us for Weekday Masses at 12:05 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
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SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptisms: For more information on our celebrations
of the sacrament of Baptism, please call the rectory.

Confessions: Confessions are available by appoint-
ment.

Weddings: Please call the rectory to make arrange-
ments at least six months prior to your desired date.

Anointing of the Sick: available at anytime, please
call the Rectory Office.

Funerals: Please call the Rectory Office.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2024

Fr. Doan’s Corner

Dear brothers and sisters,

It is not surprising that the three great world religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, were all born in the
desert. It was through the desert that Moses led the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land. It
was from that desert that John the Baptist came to herald the Messiah and soon after Jesus followed to pro-
claim himself Messiah. After my visit Judean Desert in 2014, | came to realise the significance of the desert.
The desert is a purgatory man must pass through to reach paradise. What is impressive about the desert is
its sheer aridness. There is no vegetation, no bird life and, apart from the odd tiny lizard, almost no animals.

The silence is almost total. In that bleak landscape, nothing comes between man and his God. One either
discovers God or succumbs to despair. It is no wonder that those Bedouins who ply the salt trade following
their caravans across the desert are deeply religious. No life thrives here except the inner life. It is not sur-
prising that it was the Desert Fathers who created that great institution dedicated to fostering the inner life,
Western monasticism. It has so profoundly marked Christianity that we are all now, in a sense, children of the
desert.

Living now as many of us do, in built-up areas, piled high on top of each other in high-rise apartments, bom-
barded day and night with the roar of city traffic and the blare of electronic music, we are in danger of losing
our desert roots. And with that our inner life. We need to create a time and a space to nurture our spiritual
lives. Lent is such a time. The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert and he remained there for forty days.
Like Jesus, we should let the Holy Spirit during this Lenten Season lead us out into the desert of our souls, of
our minds where we can confront the devils that haunt our lives, and like Jesus too, triumph over them. That
is the freedom, dignity, and gift that is offered in today’s gospel.

Father Doan
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OFFERINGS: Thank you for your generous support.
Sunday'’s offering was $2,014.00

PRESIDENT’S DAY will be Monday, February 19t. There
will be No noon Mass and the Office will also be closed. The
Parish Office will re-open on Tuesday.

Please join us for Weekday Masses at 12 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

LENTEN PRAYER CAMPAIGN FOR VOCATIONS.

This Lent join Bishop Matt Elshoff in praying one Hail Mary
each day for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life. Through the intercession of the Blessed
Mother let us pray that the “Lord of the Harvest sends out
laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38).

LENT: All are encouraged, during Lent, to participate in the
Eucharistic liturgy, in the sacrament of penance, in devo-
tions such as Stations of the Cross, vigils and prayer ser-
vices. Other suggested traditional practices include in-
creased prayer, scripture and other spiritual readings, alms-
giving, personal sacrifices in food and drink, increased cor-
poreal acts of mercy such a caring for and/or serving the
sick and needy. For more details on Lenten duties and regu-
lations, including abstinence and fasting, please pick up the
information sheet on the table at the back of the church.

POINTERS TO MAKE MASS MORE MEANINGFUL.
Arrive before Mass begins (yes, early....) Arrive 5to 10
minutes before Mass to say prayers and to prepare yourself
in silence for our Lord. If you need to speak to someone
please go outside so not to disturb other.
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DID YOU KNOW? Why does it help to com-
municate your concerns? If you have concerns
about someone’s behavior, sharing those concerns is
critical to protecting the children in that person’s
life. If you see or hear about inappropriate behav-
ior, you can take your concerns to a supervisor or
program director for further action. This helps those
in charge launch an investigation, ask questions, and
start to look for signs on their own — all of which
can help keep children safe from potential abuse.
Communicating your concerns, and having them in-
vestigated, can also discourage a potential offender,
pushing them to leave the program or stop their be-
haviors. For more information, read the VIR-

TUS® article “Communicating Your Concerns Mat-
ters” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.
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SAVE THE DATE:
SFXCJCC and the Maryknoll Karate Club are joining forc-
es to bring you a new way to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.
We will be dining-in and playing BINGO in Maryknoll Auditori-
um for St. Patrick’s Day this year!

The proceeds will be used for Building Maintenance and the
proposed Mural.

Mark your calendar: March 17th, 2024.

We will need your help and donations to make this hap-
pen.

Volunteers from March 11th to March 17th. Sign-Up
sheets will be at the back of the church in a few weeks.

We are looking for donation of:

 door prizes ranging in price from $5 and up. Please,
no “white elephant “ items,

o Food Items for the dinner. (list available at the back of
the church)
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THANK YOU TO THE LEGION OF MARY for volunteering
and being at our booth representing the Japanese Catho-
lics at the Religious Education Congress this weekend in
Anaheim. Thank you to those who made the cranes.
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LU e w e AR Legion of Mary....... Every Sunday
BENSEES TBD Auxiliary Meeting............... TBD
FMZERS (Zoom)........ 3/4/24 PPC Meeting (Zoom).......... 3/4124

RN vy TF BoA . 3/17/24 St Patrick’s Lunch & Bingo.3/17/24

NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL, ONLY “SERVICE ANIMALS” ALLOWED.
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NO FOOD OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE CHAPEL. EE2NTOMEIFIEZ TT LY,
LOST AND FOUND: Please contact parish office. ltems will be retained for only one month.
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